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‘Buy it, read it, prepare to be overawed!

‘When researching the Schindler story in 1987, I walked the site of the former
Belzec death camp and realised that beneath my feet were the remains of over
500,000 Jewish families who had been murdered on an industrial scale between
March and December 1942...and the sudden realisation...they are still there’!

An addendum of Vernichtungslager ‘Belzec’
has been added in their memory

Sir Martin Gilbert : ‘No one has done more justice to the life andea@ments of Oskar Schindler
than Dr Robin O’Neil, whose archival detective warid zeal for telling the story in all its
fascinating details of the highest order.

Amazon: "spyder _man" (Orpington, Kent, England)

The author of this book is an acknowledged and-vesibected expert on Nazi war crimes in
eastern Europe and on the destruction of Europe@aisld communities. The book is well-
written in a narrative style. It opens with a diefdibreakdown of the primary sources and
moves on with a brief history of the town and atest Schindler grew up in and of the
development of the Jewish communitere are 20 pages of detailed notes which tethry i
themselves. There are many photographs of locatindgeople, maps of regions and towns, and
sketches which all add to the overall enjoymeneafning the facts about this amazing couple, yes
couple. Buy it, read it, prepare to be overawed!

Amazon: Kevin J. Robertson May 14, 2012

Dr Robin O'Neil has given us the full story of tieenarkable life of Oskar Schindler. What is
most remarkable about this book is that it is @gread. So many books by scholars of
history bore the reader immensely. O'Neil, althoagihidely recognized Holocaust scholar,
has pruned the details to an extent as to pernapareciation of the full width and breadth
of Schindler without being burdensome to read vieh@ad other books on this subject, and
plenty of them, and this is THE BEST. O'Neil brirgpassion for the story with an equal
attention to accuracy. Do yourself a favour andtigstbook if you have any interest in Oskar
Schindler, the Holocaust, or in the potential fantan beings to be redeemed. Schindler
offers inspiration in overabundance, and Robin @'N&s given us a very approachable and
easy-to-digest work that allows for that inspiratto come through loudly and clearly.




My Heroes in the Schindler Story

Figure 3: Josef Bad 69084

The immediate and extended families of the abovertke Schindler survivors were murdered in
the Belzec death camp and elsewhere.
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Note by Author

My introduction to the investigation of the Schiedktory began in November 1987, with my arrest
by armed security guards at 4, Lipowa Street (Knatde Zaklady Elektroniczne ‘TELEPOD?),
Krakow, the former factory premises (Emalia) of @siSchindler. This was the cold war period
during which foreigners travelling in Eastern Ewgapere eyed with suspicion.

Taking a photograph of Schindler’s factory, | hadefd to notice the signs forbidding photography at
this Warsaw Pact communications establishment. T akeler guard, first to the central police station
in Krakow and then to the headquarters of the SBe€ial Investigation Branch), | was interrogated
for several hours. It was somewhat comical, aspitesall their efforts, they failed to find an
interpreter. | sat in the corner smoking my pipd eeading Tom Kenealley’s novBchindler's Ark
Eventually common sense prevailed: having exammgaamera and film and failing at any point to
communicate with me, they kicked me out of the ficwor.

Early in 2008, while escorting a group to Schindldraunts in Krakow, | met the guard named
Mietek, who had arrested me in 1987. Long retiredyas now a security officer at 4, Lipowa Street:
housing The Schindler Museum!
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Introduction

The late Dr. Moshe Bejski, former Chairman of then@nission for Recognition of the Righteous
Gentiles and a former Justice of the Supreme Goudrael, is central to the Schindler story. Itsva
my privilege to have met Dr. Bejski in the ear\008 in Israel when he kindly edited my first attémp
to reconstruct the Schindler story. Dr. Bejski revad a good friend and mentor until his untimely
death in 2007.

Moshe Bejski was born in 1920 in the Polish townDaialoszyce, near Krakow. After the Nazis
invaded Poland, Bejski’s family was deported to Be#zec death camp. He and his brother Uri were
saved by Schindler when the industrialist drafteeht to work in his factory. Officially, the Bejski
brothers were listed as a machine fitter and atsirafn, but Uri was known for his expertise in
weapons and Moshe was a master document-forgesughout the war, Moshe Bejski created rubber
stamps with the Nazi regime’s symbol on them, arddd papers and passports that Schindler used
to smuggle Jews out of harm’s way.

In the 1960s, Bejski testified at Adolf Eichmanmigr crimes trial. Bejski remained close with
Schindler for many years, giving him money and ddiieg him against critics who accused the
industrialist of alcoholism and womanizing. In 19%é delivered the oration at Schindler’s funemnal i
Jerusalem.

From 1970 to 1975, Bejski chaired Yad Vashem’s Cisnion of the Righteous, where he was tasked
with identifying gentiles who saved the lives oivdeduring the Holocaust to be honored as Righteous
Among the Nations. The commission made severalrcoatsial decisions during the time he was
chairman, sifting through those who hid Jews wiil@ultaneously aligning themselves with the
Nazis and others who saved Jews in exchange fangraty As part of his work with the commission,
Bejski created the principle of “the inherent cstesncy of the rescuer’s gesture,” ruling that sper
could only be Righteous Among the Nations if hisaas were spurred by a genuinely humanitarian
spirit.

Bejski was appointed to the Israeli Supreme Coutidi79, and served there until he retired in 1991.

In 1994, Yad Vashem Studies published Moshe Bejgkérsonal thoughts about Oskar Schindler.
This appraisal is now offered as an introductiordbthe scene for what is to follow.
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Oskar Schindler and Schindler's List

Moshe Bejski

It appears that Steven Spielberg’s fiBohindler's Lishas by now reached the peak of public interest
in the Holocaust. The film brought the horrors loé tHolocaust — to the extent that they could be
cinematically reconstructed — to the consciousédsindreds of millions of people who until now
had little or no knowledge of what had happeneithéalewish people in Nazi-occupied Europe.

From the moment Spielberg’s film was screened mermias all over the world, many asked whether
the events depicted fachindler’s Listare factually grounded and whether the figure dfilgtler, as
portrayed by the American director, correspondetti¢cactual person and his conduct.

The answer is not simple, and a preliminary cleatiion is in order: Spielberg’s movie is largely an
adaptation of a book by Australian writer Thomashé&aly, Schindler’s List,published in 1982.
Although before writing his book Keneally intervied a large number of survivors who had been
saved by Schindler and availed himself of archmaterial related to the story, he did not intend- to
nor did he — write a documentary-historical bookspite the fact that the characters, both Jews and
non-Jews, bear the names of actual persons, anevms described in the book did actually take
place, their fictional representation belongs te thalm of poetic license; that is, deviation from
actual facts in order tenhance the artistic effect.

Descriptions of certain events are only looselyatedd to historical-documentary realities, just as
dialogues between characters were conceived inwtiter's imagination. Moreover, there are a
number of factual errors in the book that stem ffaoity memories of the survivors. Neverthelesss, al
these qualifications do not detract from the gdnaxxuracy of the depicted events, with one
important exception: even a writer as gifted as dédly cannot reconstruct in full the horrors of
existence in a concentration camp, simply becewesethorrors defy human imagination.

Spielberg did not aspire to make a historical-doentary feature, an8chindler’s Listcertainly does
not belong in this category. | do not regard myselfqualified to pass professional judgment on the
artistic merits of the film; but, as a person whenivthrough the actual experience, | do feel eutitb
say that, despite the fact that in numerous insatiee film is at variance with facts, it remaimsfy
grounded in reality. This notwithstanding certaiadifications dictated by the need to make the film
appealing to a wide audience.

Despite its considerable length (three and a quhders), the film describes only a part (probably
small part) of Schindler’'s undertakings during five and a half years of the war. The film passes
over the Brinnlitz period in almost complete silkeand does not depict the greatest rescue ace of th
Schindler couple; namely, bringing in the freezprigoners from the Golleschau camp. They had
been travelling back and forth for two weeks inlsgdoxcars without food or water.

The occasion does not permit me to do justice ka©Schindler’s personality, to relate the fullrgto
of his efforts on behalf of the Jews who workedtion, his individual approach to each one of them,
his efforts to protect and rescue them. The trsitthat the details of his story were not widelywno
before 1962.

When Schindler came to Israel for the first tinfes survivors who lived in the country (240, many of
them with families by then) gathered for a festieeeption with their wartime benefactor in a Tel

Aviv hotel. That evening, May 2, 1962, was thetfiime they spoke out about what Schindler had
done for each of them individually and for the weha@amp in order to protect and rescue the
prisoners. The venue did not provide an opportuioityall those gathered to bear testimony; only 14
survivors spoke. But their stories were recordeddimesct, reliable, and independent testimony
regarding the “Schindler affair” and were subsedyeteposited in the Yad Vashem archives. There
is no doubt that they constitute the most direct sliable record, particularly those testimoniés o

survivors who were close to Schindler. But theyeweot made into a book or a film, and even they
do not tell the entire story.

Included here are selected excerpts from testinsogien by survivors on that night as well as a
number of other documents. This selection of documéears out the conclusion that, essentially,
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both Keneally’s book and Spielberg’s film are basadactual events. The material also offers some
information about Schindler the man, his relatigpgb the Jews, his unique and numerous efforts
that led to the rescue of 1,200 men and womenydirag the list of names of the 300 women whom
he saved from the inferno of Auschwitz.

There are three aspects of Spielberg’s film thad of great importance:

(1) The film has reached an audience of tens, perhapsréds, of millions, offering them an
opportunity to learn something about the Holoc#ust struck the Jewish people.

(2) In recent years there have been hundreds of ptiblisathat seek to deny that the Holocaust ever
took place. Spielberg’s film, based on testimomikpersons who are still alive, provides an effezti
means to blunt the impact of these nefarious uakiexgs.

(3) Oskar Schindler, together with some 12,000 perslaaitshave been honored by Yad Vashem as
Righteous Among the Nations, including those whie@aen concentration and death camps, is yet
another example and proof that it was possibleelp Bnd rescue persecuted Jews everywhere and
under every circumstance. There were simply notghgeople with the will and courage to render
assistance. Perhaps the film will awaken the wiarlthe fact that during the war humanity failed the
persecuted Jews.

Moshe Bejski

Background

The Final Solution, Nazi Germany’s plan for theeertination of European Jewry, turned the eastern
occupied territories into a mass grave for sixiomllJews — men, women and children. Rising from
the ashes and learning the tragic lessons of tHecHost, the State of Israel chose to never forget.
Through a special Knesset (Israeli Parliament) Mag Vashem was established in 1953, to enshrine
and preserve the memory of the six million Jewsikdlated and the thousands of flourishing
communities destroyed.

On August 15, 1953, the Knesset unanimously pagsedlartyrs and Heroes Remembrance (Yad
Vashem) Law, which outlined the objectives of YadsWem and its organizational framework.
Section 1(9) deals specifically with commemorating high-minded Gentiles who risked their lives
to save Jews.

This recognition carries with it the privilege dipting a tree on the Avenue of Righteous Gentiles,
and the award of a medallion inscribed in Hebrew &mench, with words from the Talmud:
Whosoever saves a single soul, it is as if he aasdsthe whole world.

In 1963, Oskar Schindler was nominated a ‘Rightdeaison,’ only the third individual to receive the
privilege of planting a tree. His contemporarieslius Madritsch, Raymond Titsch, and Oswald
Bousco, were also recognized.

The Speaker of Israel's Parliament said: “It is duty to discover these knights of morality, to
establish contact with them, to pay them our délgratitude, and to express to them our admiration
for their courage ... These few saved not only theslaut the honor of man.”

The Jews named the HolocaGs$toah(l will give them an everlasting name, Isaiah $6:5

The Shoah was a turning point in history — a ldgitagression of the persecution of the Jews, datin
back over a thousand years, culminating in theiBstlburb of Wannsee. It was there, on January 20,
1942, that the bureaucratic destructive processeofewsvas determined. The final seal of approval
came in a two-paragraph letter from Goering to Hieydin July 1941, with orders to proceed with
the Final Solution.

The wheels of destruction slowly started to turnthihg was committed to writing and there was no
specific plan. All was left to inferences and intiens conjured up in the minds of the architectd an
technicians of human destruction.

The Jews had lived for centuries with discrimingtedicts: firstly, ‘you may not live amongst us as
Jews’; then, ‘you may not live amongst us’; andiliyjy from the Nazis, ‘you may not livé’.

In 1942, when Jews in the whole of Poland weredeininded up and sent to extermination camps,
Oskar Schindler distanced himself from the Nazialgaolicy. He operated his own rescue mission to
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save as many Jews as possible, by taking themhivithvhen he moved his factory from Poland to
Czechoslovakia. To some, his actions were thats#Himat. To others, he remained a Nazi who made
money from Jewish slave labor. He remains a coatsi@l figure, an enigma of his times.

A letter from Oskar Schindler to Director Dr. B&laduri at Yad Vashem shows the essence of the
man’s character and thinking: the conflict betwebrdience and conscience which he experienced in
1939, and the decision he took to follow the lategardless of the consequences that might result
from his dangerous and adventurous existénce.

Schindler wrote:

“In judging my actions, | want people to keep imdhi that in all my decisions, | acted as a
free human being who had everything life could ioffie critical and hopeless situations, | was
often able to inspire weaker characters and patitialong with me.

Let me give you a few details about myself and mgnge of opinions. | will try and explain
some of my actions as well as it is possible indiheumstances in which | now find myself.

Ultimately, | am a German. When the Prussians neatéh and occupied the Sudetenland, my
homeland; when they made a colony of it, pillagedike enemy territory and used the

inhabitants as second-rate people, only findingfasthem as cannon fodder; when the last of
my Jewish school friends and acquaintances imnadras quickly as possible, | started
thinking. The memory of a happy childhood, sperthwhose friends, became for me a moral
obligation that drove me on.

Then, when | experienced the German occupatiohdrProtectorate and in Poland for a few
months, | knew clearly that | and a million othemrReich Germans were being taken for a
ride by the convincing propaganda about a ‘New'dper with nationalistic and economic

advantages. | was not going to become subordimai@ bunch of sadistic murderers and
deceitful impostors who surreptitiously got the gmwment of a very straight and ordinary
nation on their side.

This realization may have been in many German mibds because of the fear of being
ruined professionally, or disadvantaged econonyic#ifiey kept quiet in spite of their doubts
and carried on as if nothing had happened becausesieasier and safer to do so.

Thank God, | had the courage to see the consega@fdhis disastrous time and jumped off
the bandwagon to save what was still possible te.sa large number of like-minded people,
mainly former Austrians, allied with me. It was iorpant to remember that this change did
not take place after July 20, 1944, (the attempHiiler’s life) when all frontiers had broken
down and many had given up. It started four yearsr go this date, when the German
Blitzkrieg made the world hold its breath. The ficéil uncertainty of the war years put me
under enormous mental pressure. My upbringing $peet orders, to be obedient and follow
the law, made me battle with myself, until | finabluried all those instilled doctrines.

| was not going to be uncritical anymore. | wasngoio follow my instinct and judgment; to
do something for humanity and to make room for cassmn.

Like-minded friends, and the sight of the daily fetihg, helped me overcome all my
conflicts. | am not a religious man, far from its An immoderate man, | have far more faults
than the average person who goes modestly thrafegh |

‘Respect for humanity’, as Albert Schweitzer salysould hold and defend it.’

Who could understand the inner conflict | felteafsending a dozen women to the SS ‘super
humans,’ to whom alcohol and presents had alreastytheir attraction. Some of the women
knew what was asked of them, although they werg awhare of fragments of my difficulties.
The pain | experienced was certainly not jealoumy, disgust with myself. To throw pearls
before the swine and say that the end justifiesrteans was poor comfort to me.

When the German war success neared its end amd$riepeatedly called to persuade me to
leave with them for Switzerland, take all my posgmss with me and leave everything else to
chance (for example, the destruction and extermoinatvhich was relentless), | found that,

morally, | could not do this. Instead | drove toakow, taking my reserves of dollars, and
bought large quantities of food and medicines. &hedispatched as express goods to my
camp at Brunnlitz in new ammunition boxes, whickdistered as ammunition parts.

In the last months of the war, | paid hundredshoiusands of Marks to the SS as wages for
totally senseless work, but it kept the gangstatisfeed and left me in peace.
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What would have been said if | had gone to Switzet? The survivors of my factory would
have said, ‘He was quite decent, but a pity he thadin away.’ | know some quite decent
people who today live far better than I, but whitethwhen it was important.

And, what of my wife, Emilie? | wonder if the wived any of those so-called ‘decent men’
would have traveled 300 kilometers in the bitteldomeather, with a case full of schnapps, a
case far too heavy for her, to exchange the comtart medicine in order to help those
starving and suffering Jews from the Golleschangpart who had lost their last spark for life
through German barbarism. For my wife, this tasls walf-evident. Whenever there was a
need to help people in peril, she would care, iigas of the dangers. She had the courage to
treat SS leaders as butlers and valets. ‘| feltJéngs were being destroyed — | had to help.
There was no choice.”

Oskar Schindler, September 9, 1956

The 1982 publication of Thomas Keneally’s bo&chindler's Ark(re-published later as the novel
Schindler’s Lis}, and the 1993 release of Steven Spielberg’s Sitthindler’s Listorought world-wide
prominence to the Holocaust in general, and to ©Skhindler in particular, as the embodiment of all
those who risked their lives to save Jews and ottetims of the Final Solution. The Holocaust and
Oskar Schindler both remain inexplicable in thaitirety, but | hope my efforts will shed light on®
aspect of those terrible times.

In Dr. Luitgard N. Wundheiler’s analysief Schindler in 1986, she poses the question: “Wttgn, is
Oskar Schindler not better known? Why is he neventioned together with Raoul Wallenberg,
Elizabeth Abegg or André Trocme?” Twenty yearsrlatee scratch our heads over Abegg and
Trocme but are more conversant with WallenbergSctdndler.

Among the Righteous now commemorated at Yad Vasloeimm,asks one’s self, how does he fit in
with all these other heroes, how was he differeiat makes us sit up and take notice? Dr. Moshe
Bejski, himself a Schindler survivor, put it quipdainly: “Schindler was different for two reasons:
first, his exploits were on a very large scale; aedond, he carried them on for a very long tifne.”

The story of Oskar Schindler is not the historyaainan born to be a hero, like Raoul Wallenberg;
rather it is the story of a common — even a base Before the war, Schindler had been something of
a ne’er-do-well. After the war, he was a finandalure. Yet, under the right circumstances, he
became a savior. It is only the presence of moustavil that makes Oskar Schindler a good man —
finally, an exceptional one.

While many of us would like to think we would haseted in a similar fashion towards oppressed
people of any race, the difference was that Schinilund himself in a position of some authority
and power, and this, together with his charismabkd him to influence the events that unfolded
before him.

During the entire course of the war, in so fartes many hundreds of Jews who were touched by
Schindler are concerned, not one single Jewishwige lost by unnatural causes. As Dr. Wundheiler
remarks: “...and if a human being with so many shwriags could do that, is there anyone among
us who can say, ‘| am not good enough or powenfigugh to help?’ It is uncomfortable to know
about Schindler because he stirs our consciencesphg because of his weaknesses.”

My purpose is to re-examine and analyze the n8eglindler’s Listboy Thomas Keneally. As the
novel lacks notation of primary and secondary sesireve are at the mercy of the writer regarding the
credibility of the facts surrounding Schindler'stigities during the Holocaust. | also consider it
important to accurately document Schindler’s stoegause of the many publications and films now
being produced which rely entirely on the Kenehblhypk as source material.

| am writing this account biographically and prodiesg in chronological order from the years 1908 to
1945. Each section is subdivided into chapterslyaimg Schindler's behavior within the historical
context of the times. New evidence is introducedctvithallenges existing facts, and | present my
own assessments and opinions.
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Documentation and Sources

In researching documentation on the life of Oskehi®ller, | interviewed and corresponded with
many of the Schindler Jews who have become cetbratrvivors of the Holocaust.

When Spielberg was asked why he used the Amerighlicption titleSchindler’s Listin preference
to the more widely known and original titchindler's Ark(in America, this title was considered too
religious), he replied, “I want to make a lot abbsis.” He was right. The Schindler story is all about
lists; there are right lists and wrong lists, Idisgs and short lists, personal lists, officiatdisand the
lists to which | attach most evidential value — kadritsch list and the Davar list.

The list of Oskar Schindler is not as straightfaidvas one might think. Although it remains the
framework from which everything radiates, it takes different and perplexing guises as the
Schindler story unfolds. What one must appreciatihat the list one identifies with Schindler —,i.e
the list of names he selected for the exodus ofSuhindler Jews on the transport from KL
(concentration camp) Plaszbw Brinnlitz in October, 1944 — should not be dileidentified with

the list in the archives at Yad Vashem. The Yadhéaslist is a German document drawn up from a
list of names presented to them on behalf of S¢érahd subsequently processed (with alterations
and replacement names made for personal gain) éyJéw Marcel Goldberg (69510)This
presentation first took place in the labor offiédPtaszow, then later in the administration departtn

of the Gross-Rosen concentration camp.

However, it is not that simple. There are more digapions to examine before one arrives at any
sensible understanding of how the list or lists €anto being. One can safely disregard the notion
that Oskar Schindler personally dictated a lishisfJewish personnel for transfer to the safer camp
Brunnlitz. All the evidence suggests that he waayafkom Krakow at this time, securing the factory
in Brannlitz.

Schindler’'s original list was based on the 300 Jestained for decommissioning purposes in the
Emalia® factory when it was being closed down in August4.9t was these Jews who were the first
batch to be transferred to Briinnlitz. The remaindehis workers, some 800, had been sent to
Plaszow. Apart from a small number of personallpcsaned Jews chosen by Schindfethe
remaining names that were to make up the Bruntigmsport were left in the hands of Marcel
Goldberg (69510) and SS-Unterscharfiihrer (Corp@ai)th of the Jewish labor office in Plasz&w.
This is when the wheeling and dealing and corraptmok place, and when the diamonds talked.
Some of the most distinguished community leadergwemoved from the list and replaced by those
who could pay? In the post-war analysis of Schindler’s list, them® added complications with
claims and counter-claims by survivors who profieshave had some part in the formulation of the
list.

The pro-forma list perceived to be Schindler’s nsfact the standard form for the transport of
prisoners filled in by the German authorities, histcase for Gross-Rosen. When the Schindler men
arrived at Gross-Rosen from Plaszow, they werectalan groups and processed accordingly. Each
man received a number, obliterating him as a pefsefore being transferred to the Schindler factory
camp at Brunnlitz.

The Schindler’s lists held by Yad Vashem and widgtgulated as “The List” is nothing more than a
regulated form of accounting. To support and toramorate my argument | refer to Emilie
Schindler’s recollection on arriving at the Brutnicamp:

“Miss Kronovsky had come with us from Zwittau (Swiy) to work at the plant (Schindler’s
factory in Brinnlitz). She was remarkably meticidaand punctual, and as the secretary she
also had to keep up to date the lists of all thelse worked at the plant. These lists had to be
submitted every eight days when the food rationsewdelivered, supposedly calculated
according to the required number of calories pntes:;qrma”l4

The scene in Spielberg’s film where Itzhak Ster@5@B) is shown typing the list at Schindler’s
dictation is the colorful imagination of a Hollywddilm director. Stern, according to my research,
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was never an employee in Schindler's Emalia fact@ge of the greatest misconceptions in the
Schindler story — in books, film, and in other rigure — is that ltzhak Stern worked as Schindler’s
accountant in the Emalia factory. Stern only ocwmaeslly worked for Schindler. Schindler's
accountant and factory manager was the Jew AbrdBemkier (69268). Bankier was the previous
owner of Emalia under its former commercial busstneame — Rekord. Ousted from his factory
through bankruptcy, Bankier became the managegdébindler, and many of the Schindler Jews that
the author has interviewed said he was the kind@hind most of Schindler's activities. In
Spielberg’sSchindler’'s List the characterization of Stern should mainly hbgen that of Bankier.
The scene in the film where Stern is shown beingp$vinto a departing train for the death camps,
only to be saved at the last minute by Schindlér v8 seen running along the platform shouting his
name, was in reality Bankier. Nevertheless, thissdwot lessen Stern’s contributiGn.

Schindler's women traveled from Plaszow, but indted going directly to Brinnlitz, found
themselves in Auschwitz-Birkenau. The bureaucrdt@\uschwitz-Birkenauprocessed the women
exactly as the men had been processed at Gross;Reile one exception: the men were listed by
consecutive numbering only and not by name alpihzddigt, whereas the women were listed both by
consecutive numbers as well as by alphabetical n@rass-Rosen, Plaszow, and Brinnlitz were all
satellite camps within a spreading arc of penaldishments working to a standard set of rules and
regulations. To simplify matters, the men’s listswastructured into alphabetical order for easy
reference to the individuals concerned.

The list throws up many anomalies; name changessdd birth, and occupations are not what they
seem. Generally, they are correct, but for a nurolbeeasons, some of the prisoners chose to give
inaccurate information, while other inaccuraciesengimply the result of typing errors made by the

German authorities.

The interviewing technique | adopted, was, from thiéset, based on the realization that memory is
not history. It stands to reason that much of trents described and dialogue recalled form a memoir
— a compilation of recollections of incidents amheersations as elderly withesses remembered them
happening 50 years earlier. It has been a challémgéhe researcher to disentangle the mass of
testimonies, which have — for many reasons — bgaggerated or mistaken, to arrive at the probable
true course of events. | was more comfortable iyimg on written evidence made at the time or
immediately after the described events occurred.

Much of the dialogue came through the filter ofnsfation, whether in the form of personal
interviews with witnesses or in dealing with documagion. Eyewitnesses heard or spoke the original
in one language and repeated it to me in anottim through an interpreter. Most of the time, the
oral translations were just about adequate but ljnggammatically incorrect, as the interpreter
switched from direct to indirect quotations. Fosdtely, the majority of witnesses forming the cofe o
my research spoke English.

I was not so fortunate when dealing with documéoraextracted from archival sources in Israel,
Poland, Germany, and the Czech Republic. Apart fEmglish press reports and the odd book in
English which referred to the subject, | was atabsolute mercy of friendly translators. Many of th
translators were Schindler Jews who were spreaciridrwide, and were able to feed me further
information when requested. | had to take advantaigevery opportunity that presented itself,
sometimes in very odd situations. A brief exampleome such incident is illustrative: | had just
secured some material from the archives in Svit@agch Republic. Waiting at a bus stop, | entered
into conversation with a complete strarl§@rho was eager to converse in English, so | imntelyia
asked him to translate some documentation, whiatidhéirectly into a tape recorder, one eye on the
lookout for the bus and one eye on the document.

Tape recorders were an essential part of my equipmdien dealing with foreign-language
documents. | was heavily reliant on this practarg] initially sent each document to a translatoo wh
would translate the document onto tape. Upon ttemethe translation was transferred from the tape
directly into print. All tapes have been kept in raychives. On some occasions, | obtained
independent clarification of a particular tranglatiand found this practice was able to verify the
accuracy of the original translation.
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The Schindler investigation | began some 20 yeg \was protracted and sometimes difficult.
However, on occasions luck came my way: stayindpatCity Hotel in Tel Aviv | left each day for
Yad Vashem to interview survivors or other withasse

Figure 5: Yaél Reicher (now Mrs. Birnbaum), City Hael, Tel-Aviv 1995

At the hotel | metyaél Reicher, who was interested in my research. Eaghl deft her sheets of
Hebrew documents and the following morning | wofifdl this material translated and left at the
hotel desk for my attention. My grateful thankagl.

Principal Research Documents

Dr. Ball-Kaduri Documentation

Steinhouse Documentation

Madritsch List and Documentation

Czech Security Documentation

Emilie Schindler Documents and Memoir (1996)
Keneally'sSchindler’s Lis

TheDavar List

N o g s~ DR

1. The Ball-Kaduri Documentation ¥

Much of the information about this period comesnfra detailed and lengthy report and from
documentation and observations (in German) by DiB&l-Kaduri. The documentation deals with
both Schindler and Stern and the protagonists sndiag them at that time.

In 1945, Ball-Kaduri represented a Jewish Agenalidg with the evidence of Holocaust survivors
and restricted his investigations solely to Gernspeaking witnesses. Any matter that arose in other
languages was passed over to another departmei58) he was working under the auspices of Yad
Vashem; all the references are in the archivesadtWashem, Jerusalem.

The information collated by Ball-Kaduri was obtaingith the help of Stern, and, later, through direc
communication with Schindler. There are a large loeimof very interesting documents — some
originals, some photocopies. The letters Schindimt to Ball-Kaduri in which he writes about
himself are of great value.

The accounts may be divided into sections covetiageriod 1939-1945:

1. ltzhak Stern

2. Oskar Schindler

3. Stern in Krakow
a. Work at J.L. Bucheister and Co.
b. Work for TOZ and the Joint
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c. Work for armed forces in Unkelbach; the Progrestofy
4. Schindler in Krakow
a. Schindler’s factory and Schindler’'s camp in Krakow
b. Schindler and the Nazi system
5. Sternin Plaszow
a. End of outside work at Progress factory
b. Commandant Goeth, liaison between Stern and factaryagement
c. General observations
Collaboration, Schindler/Stern, Krakow/Plaszow
Transition from work camp Plaszow to concentratamp Plaszow
Move of Schindler’s factory to Briinnlitz
Work camp Brunnlitz
a. Schindler’s welfare of the Jew
b. Salvage [Saving? Rescue? Liberation?] of the Gail@s transport of 100 Jews in
January, 1945
10. Liberation of Brinnlitz

When Ball-Kaduri was compiling his report, he haduse a special method. As he received Stern’s
statements, he found it impossible to write therwran chronological sequence. At the time he
presented his evidence, Stern resided in Tel Amtv\was the manager of a factory. It is said that he
was a first-rate organizer and was an expert otofastatistics. These characteristics, howevet, di
not appear to help him as he related the detailseofvar years with Oskar Schindler to Ball-Kaduri.

According to Dr. Ball-Kaduri, Stern would bubbleeswhen thinking of the past. He spoke very
quickly and recounted isolated incidents very Miyidgust as they entered his mind. There was no
chronological order in his narrative, and he seemeethck an understanding of the interviewer's
difficulties.

Dr. Ball-Kaduri decided to take detailed notes horshand while Stern was speaking, and then
transfer the notes that same evening or the ngxtada typewritten account. It was only after about
five meetings with Stern that Dr. Ball-Kaduri stttto see the whole of the extraordinary storyrSter
and Schindler had experienced. Through specifistipring, the account became clearer.

These interviews lasted six months, during whichetiStern would repeat an incident many times,
until he was halted. Nothing of importance chantigdughout the repetition of incidents. The report
was completed in December 1956 and signed by bdtthak Stern and Dr. Ball-Kaduri as a true

statement of the events that took place duringdhttal time.

We have, in Stern’s deposition, a unique insigho inis dealings with Schindler. He provides an
account which would otherwise be impossible fotausealize.

© oNo

2. The Steinhouse Documentation *®
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Figure 6: Herbert Steinhouse in Paris, 1949
Writing the original Oskar Schindler article sent to the author in 1995

Unknown to Keneally, Spielberg, Ball-Kaduri, andhet interested parties, another writer had
stumbled onto the Schindler story over 40 yearBeeain 1949, Herbert Steinhouse worked for the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation in Paris, and tvadirst journalist to interview Schindler and
Stern about their wartime exploits. Being the psefenal he is, Steinhouse arranged several
interviews with both Stern and Schindler, conduaieder strict conditions. Translators of German
and Yiddish were present and a shorthand typistrded the interviews, verbatim. Also present was
Al Taylor, a professional photographer who captysedures of the most telling truth, revealing the
symbiotic relationship between Schindler and Sgénce their first meeting on November 19, 1939.
Evidence of the love and understanding that exiséedieen these two men has not been shown since,
in writing or in film. Al Taylor does it with onelptograph of great symbolic tenderness.

Figure 7: ltzhak Stern and Oskar Schindler, Paris 49 (Al Taylor)

It is interesting how closely the article writtey Bteinhouse 50 years earlier supp&tsindler’s Ark

by Keneally, who never met Schindler. The Steinkodscumentation makes Schindler even more
extraordinary than either the book or the film,lbof which depict him as someone who started out
wanting cheap labor in order to make money and tdmame a humanitarian in the process. The
Steinhouse papers wrestle with the answer to tlestoun that we all want to know: What made

Schindler tick? Why did he do what he did? Herl&dinhouse’s interviews would appear to have
more validity than the speculative writing of botle book and the film.

The Steinhouse documentation is important for sdweasons: for the corroboration it gives to the
established record; for the additional details anelcdotes not contained in either Keneally's novel
Spielberg’s film; and, most importantly, for thealtit access it gives us to Schindler himself.

3. The Madritsch Documentation *°

One cannot discuss Oskar Schindler without incafpay into the dialogue his contemporaries in
Plaszow — Julius Madritsch, Raymond Tif8and Oswald Bouscd.These four, recognized by the
State of Israel as Righteous Persons, occupy auenpce in the hearts and minds of the Jews
formerly incarcerated in the ghettos and labor cawfpKrakow and Tarnow. The four conspired to
lessen the hurt and deprivation of the Jews inteiehe most appalling circumstances. Much of my
information comes from a personal record kept bydiMsch — original German documents of the
time recording his dealings with the SS bureaucratBerlin. The Titsch documents, by way of
affidavit, were made after the war to counter atems against his employer, Madritsch. The
recollections of both men are also important fer semory of Oswald Bousco, who was executed by
the Nazis in Krakow.
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Figure 8: Julius Madritsch ~ Figure 9: Raymond TitscH?

4.  Czech Security Services Documentation 1938 a nd 19462

The documentation dated 1938 deals with Schindearast and interrogation in Svitavy on August
18/19, 1938. The documentation of 1946 deals whk tftermath of the war when the
Czechoslovakian government was tracking down kn®aazis, Schindler included, and when the
arrest and interrogation of Joseph Aue took place.

Finding these police reports was quite significamtkKeneally’s account of Schindler, he appears to
have skipped a chapter — the period when Schingdsrengaging with the Abwehr in 1938 and was
imprisoned on a capital charge of espionage agtiasCzechoslovakian state. Sentenced to death by
hanging, he languished for some months in jaill ititier took over the whole of Czechoslovakia, at
which time all political prisoners were released.

Mrs. Schindler has noted, “Oskar was condemnecdetdhdfor his offence. The German invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1939 saved his lifé.”

This material exposes Schindler's direct connectiath the German security services and his
appointment as second-in-command of the securityicgs in Moravska Ostrava,a town on the
Czech/Polish border. It also delineates his roltharecruitment of Joseph Aue as an agent and the
transfer of Aue to the premises of J.L. Bucheisted Co., Stradom Street, Krakow. Keneally’s
reference to the Bucheister premises centers orfirstemeeting between Schindler and Stern on
November 19, 1939; Stern was the Jewish accountariting directly under Aue, the German-
installed Treuh&nder. Keneally nearly got it rightf for the missing piece in the jigsaw, foundhis
Czech security documentation. In short, Schindlas & high-ranking officer of the Foreign Section
of the Abwehr in Moravska Ostrava and Krakow. Augsva committed agent operating and residing
at the premises of Bucheister, used by the Abwehit$ undercover work in Krakow. Stern appears
to have been ignorant of tHfs.

5. Emilie Schindler’'s Documentation

This was of exceptional help not only because ofclese personal relationship with Oskabut also
because of her direct involvement in his activit,ssan agent of the Abwehr in Ostrava and his early
activities in Krakow. Emilie was also directly inved in the Brilnnlitz camp and the incident
concerning the Golleschau tragedy. My material hegih the help of Jon Blair, the film director,
who gave me access to a full schedule of interviesvead had with Emilie Schindler in Argentina in
1981. This was followed up by my own personal wmigews with Mrs. Schindler in Israel and
subsequent correspondence. Finally, | used inféomah Emilie Schindler's memoirs later published
in Argentina.

6. Keneally’'s Schindler's Ark (later List)

My problem with this book was that sources wereattstbuted, nor was there an index from which to
work. Generally, it is accurate, with parts paintedor out, for the sake of the novel. The redearc
however, is impeccable. | deliberately put the Kaliyebook aside and worked from my own notes,
but I used his book as a guide to the Schindler story and was impressed with Keneally's attention to
detail and his progress as the story unfolded.
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7. The Davar List: The original Schindler’s List?

The Davar publication is of considerable importance considgthe list's controversial legacy. The
list of Schindler's Jews given by Schindler to @emmittee for Aid to Jews was published in
Palestine’s daily newspap@&avar between August 31 and September 5, 1944. Thevitkt 901
names and birthdates was created in March 1944.

The quoted documentation (section 1-7) remainsathibor’'s main source of information covering a
broad spectrum of Schindler’s activities betweeB88L8nd 1945. There are many other documents
and witness accounts covering the periods prioand, after, the war years and these are incorgbrate
into the text.
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Historical Synopsis®

Svitavy — A Town in the Bohemian-Moravian Borderlards

The history of Svitavy, a feudal town of the Olornduishops, dates to the year 1256. Up until 1945
the main language heard in town streets and ofRRémaissance Square was German. The arrival of
the railroad in Svitavy in the 19th century ledhe heavy industrialization of the entire area. M/hi
large number of factories determined the industirracter of the town, the historical town square
became an important tourist attraction.

The town of Svitavy underwent dramatic changehe k9th century. The textile industry, the main
livelihood of town citizens, entered a phase ofulioous expansion. The complexes of factories that
were founded gave Svitavy an unmistakable industti@racter. The vast majority of the 9,029
residents recorded in the 1900 census were Cath@ienere 75 individuals declared themselves to
be Czech-speaking citizens. Over 100 societiesa@sdciations, including organized labor, had an
important impact on town life. Despite all theiffidulties, the citizens of Svitavy coexisted ilative
peace. But the “Manchester of Moravia,” as the tdvaed been called, found itself at a historical
crossroads during the period of the First World Wadeep economic crisis, the loss of markets for
produced goods and social tension were a portanirest in 1918.

The declaration of a free Czechoslovakia and thamiske of the Hapsburg monarchy were not
accepted with enthusiasm in Svitavy. The town wisisated in the German-speaking enclave of
Hiebe&sko and the leaders of Svitavy tried to align tbert with German Austria. While the
occupation of Svitavy by the Czechoslovak army iec@€mber 1918 calmed the situation, it did
nothing to resolve the prevailing attitudes of toemzens. Life in Svitavy over the next 20 years
developed peacefully, but with the rise of Adolphilé# the exemplary German-Czech cooperation
came to an end in the small town in the BohemiamaMian borderlands.

Jews in the Bohemian-Moravian Borderlands

Life moved at a slow pace on the border betweereBi¢ and Moravia. The region had been settled
by Czechs and Germans; towns were founded by miesiaifte nobility, and Church authorities. Jews
began taking up residence in this region in thén Béntury. The first Jews appeared in the town of
Jeviko, others in Svitavy, followed by Litomysl. It was until the 18th century that reports about
the Jewish community began to increase. Jews defttlarger towns, wherever it was permitted. It
took a long time before they were allowed to pactirades and own farm the land. Jews leased
distilleries, made a living in banking, and in th8th century, having already been granted equal
rights, they established factories. Neverthelesspite their hard-earned accomplishments, the
tragedy of the Holocaust destroyed this pillar afional and denominational life in the Bohemian-
Moravian borderlands.

The Jewish Community in Svitavy

While Svitavy had obtained the right to supervisd aontrol Jewish moneylenders as early as the
14th century, the first Jew in written town recovass Jakob Donat in 1715. Jews were not allowed to
reside in the town until 1848. After this date Jemsved to Svitavy from the Jé&kib and Boskovice
areas and their numbers continued to grow. Thigilrevas the impetus for the formation of a prayer
congregation. In 1888 this congregation was transfd into a Jewish community under the
administration of the Boskovice rabbinate. The camity became independent in 1890 and the first
rabbi appointed was Daniel Fink of Boskovice, wboused his efforts on building a synagogue for the
189 Jews registered in Svitavy in 1900.

The independent synagogue of the Svitavy Jewishmeamty, from plans by Ernst Gotthilf, was
consecrated on September 27, 1902 by Dr. Felixdfaatman who also played a role in the story of
Oskar Schindler. Kanter lived near the Schindlenifi@ahome in Jihlavska Street (today Reka St).
According to witnesses the young Oskar Schindlegroplayed with the rabbi’s children, a fact that
may help explain Schindler’'s special relationshithwews which, in the fury of the wartime period,
blossomed into friendship.
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Figure 10: Daniel Fink Figure 11: Dr Felix Kanter

Figure 12: Independent Synagogue, Svitavy

The Nuremberg Laws

Upon taking power in 1933, Adolph Hitler used thi-dewish sentiment prevalent in Europe over
the centuries for massive and targeted propagamgmges. Jews were declared the “root of all evil”
and this myth, along with the myth of the “supdtioof the Aryan race,” was elevated to the leviel o
German state policy in two constitutional laws. Jdndaws were announced by the Reichstag on
September 15, 1935 in Nuremberg during a Nazi Palty

The first of these laws — The Reich Citizenship Lawstablished that only people of German blood
or people with “related blood” could be Reich @tis. This meant German Jews were stripped of all
civil rights. The second law — The Law for the Ration of German Blood and German Honor —

prohibited marriages between Germans and Jews.
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German Annexation of the Sudetenland October 1938

As part of the 5th occupation zone Svitavy was ndikg German military units on October 10, 1938.
The Germans crossed the border on October 1 bo't @idter Svitavy until the 10th. The occupation
of the town received a thunderous welcome by ttsafgitizens. Celebrations climaxed the following
day with a review of the assembled forces on thusx

As agreed to in the Munich Agreement, the Wehrmdmdgan moving into the Sudetenland on
October 1, where they were received with jubilatibhe press in London published accounts of the
jubilation of the Sudeten Germans along with ph@pgs showing the cascade of flowers greeting
the German soldiers. This is, of course, not whaté peoples are cheering about; the emotional
display is largely an outburst of nationalism amdkiptism. The people in the images saw themselves
being liberated and finally united with the Gernfaeich. One of the Sudeten Germans impressed
with the Nazis was a young Oskar Schindler.

Occupation of Poland

On September 1, 1939 the German army invaded Palathghrovoked the largest military conflict in
the history of the world. Krakow was occupied bg t¥th Wehrmacht Army on September 6 and the
first anti-Jewish decrees were issued shortly #ftee All Jewish shops, businesses, restaurants, a
cafes were to be marked with the Star of David. fitet 25 Jews were killed in the prison of St.
Michael on September 13. Jewish doctors were pimnio treat only Jews and Jewish butcher shops
were closed. Beginning October 26 all prayer ro@nd synagogues were closed and Jews were
ordered to perform mandatory work on Saturdays.kéisa became the capital of the General
Government — a part of divided Poland with a pofiaof 12 million people. Thirty prisons and
camps of various types were established in thedityng the occupation and tens of thousands of
people passed through these facilities. Betwee® 804 1945 a total of 210 trains with over 17,000
prisoners, including 2,400 women, departed fromkkva No other city in Poland had so many
Germans living in it during the war — 10,000 poli@ed SS forces alone were in Krakow at the
beginning of 1940. The rest is history...

The Holocaust — 1935-1945

When the extermination camp at Auschwitz, Polanas Viberated by the Red Army on January 27,
1945, many people were still unaware that one efrttost terrible and spine-chilling stories in the
history of human civilization had occurred therel dehind the barbed wire fences of other camps.
The genocide of Jews, Roma, Slavs, and other grdeesied “inferior” by the Nazis involved over

11 million people, half of whom were murdered imcentration camps and ghettos. This period in
history was designated as the Holocaust, or in élebShoah,” meaning disaster. Today, January
27th is commemorated around the world as Internatiblolocaust Remembrance Day. In the Czech
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Republic this day is named Memorial Day for the tWilis of the Holocaust and the Prevention of
Crimes against Humanity.

The Final Solution

At the Wannsee Conference held on January 20, k®42burban Berlin, a meeting convened by
Reinhard Heydrich discussed the coordination amdeémentation of the genocide of European Jews.
The genocidekEndldsung, or the final solution to the Jewish question, ired 11 million European
Jews who were to be “displaced” to the East, whbey were to receive “special treatment.”
Translated into real terms, this meant the continnaof the mass murder of Jews in extermination
camps. At the beginning of 1942 the concentratiammgs in occupied Poland were renamed
extermination camps. Names such as Auschwitz, iblehl Chelmno, Sobibor, Badc and Maly
Trostenets became synonymous with death and sufferi

The Nazi's pretence for legalizing the anti-Jewisbasures in Germany was the assassination of
Ernst vom Rath, a legation secretary at the Gerembassy in Paris, on November 7, 1938. The
assassination provoked an outcry of emotion amoegn@ns, resulting in an anti-Jewish pogrom,
later named Kristallnacht. During the night of Noer 9-10, 1938, synagogues and prayer rooms
were plundered, shops were ransacked and tensugahds of mainly wealthy Jews were shipped to
concentration camps at Dachau, Buchenwald, anags8abhusen. Over 100 people were killed during
the pogrom.

Kristallnacht, named after the shards of brokesgfaom windows and display cases reflecting the
moonlight, continued in other locations of the Reilm many towns of the occupied Sudetenland the
pogrom continued the following days. Not even thdétayy synagogue escaped the fury. On the
morning of November 10 the building was surrountgdiremen who prevented the flames from
spreading to adjacent buildings. Max Pirschl cdrreeveral Hebrew books from the burning
synagogue and used the flyleaves of these volumé&edp a journal of the course of the Svitavy
pogrom. The books are part of the museum colledibglay. The wreckage of the synagogue was
soon removed and a square was established inaite.pl'he square was named Lubecker-Platz after
the Wehrmacht regiment that occupied Svitavy inoDet 1939.
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Chapter One
Early Years 19081938
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Figure 17: Oskar’s parents, Hans and Francizka Luia

Oskar Schindler was born on April 28, 1998y Svitavy, a Moravian industrial town which, &t
time of his birth, was part of the Austro-Hungartampire. Many ethnic Germans lived in Svitavy
and the surrounding area, the Sudetenland. Osgarents, Joharthand Francizk& had come to
Svitavy from Silesia. Both were German. A sistdfti€de > born in 1915, was seven years younger
than Oskar. The relationship between the two ahildvas good. Oskar’s relationship with his mother
was, allegedly, also close; nobody, however, se@maow about his early relationship with his
father. His father appears to have been a jachidfaales but dealt mainly with farm machinery,
traveling the area and plying his trafe.

In Schindler’s ListKeneally draws our attention to the Schindlersghbors, one of whom was Dr.
Felix Kanter, a liberal rabbi, who had two sonsmding the same school as SchindieBy all
accounts, the children enjoyed a natural and finging, participating together in the rough and
tumble of daily life. Both Jew and Gentile assin@th into the social strata of the community.
Keneally states that the Kanter family left Svitamthe mid-thirties and was not heard from again.

- o o aasiord]

Figure 18: Oskar at three years Figure 19: Oskaat five years
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At the end of World War |, when Schindler was 1@ngeold, Svitavy became a Czechoslovakian
town. Schindler’s education took place at the I@gaitman grammar school. Expected to continue his
father’s business, he took the Realgymnasium codessigned to produce practical-based trades of
all kinds suitable for the industrial requiremenfghe area. After being well into completing junio
school in Svitavy (November 1925), because of sdiogish misdemeanor (cheating in school
exams), he was expelled from school and never gtedil

*

Figure 20: Oskar at 12 years with his sister Elfriee

In his early to mid-teens, Schindler’s physicallyoag body soon outstripped his parents’ efforts to
clothe him satisfactorily. From the age of 16, heswenowned for his heavy smoking and frequent
visits to the local drinking deri.At 18, he had a heavy build and stood over six fak There
followed several brushes with the police. Arresbedseveral occasions for rowdiness, drinking and
assault, he was well-documented with the judicfary.

Figure 21: Oskar at 21 years

Women were always to play a big part in the lifeQsfkar Schindler. By the time he was 19, and
before his marriage, he had fathered illegitimatimg,”® a fact that was not to become known until
after his death in 1974. Further information reedatwo more children born out of wedlock: on
March 20, 1933, his daughter Edith Schlegelova as from a relationship with her mother,
Aurelie Schlegelova (born 1909); on December 2@41% second child was born — a son named
Oskar, who has been missing from the records si®&b. This Oskar may be the individual that
Keneally met in Australi&. His taste in women gravitated towards the oldeprieference to the
younger. He was to carry on his fraternizing whh bpposite sex right up to the day of his marriage
(and, of course, well after that), with near catgshic results.
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Schindler's main hobbies were anything mechanibathann Schindler encouraged his son’s natural
ability with motorbikes. He showed off his skilly bompeting in road races at a very high standard
on specialized motorcycles. On May 13, 1928, heecamthird in a road race in Brno, riding a 250cc
Motto-Guzzi

Schindler’s reputation as a gambler, drinker, adwanizer would appear to stem from this point of
his development. One observer of Schindler in Syitat this time was Ifo Zwicker, a Jew and a
resident of the town where Schindler was born aeevaip. He knew Schindler well, as he was also
with Schindler in the Emalia camp in Krakow. Intefwed some years later, he remarked:

“As a Svitavy citizen | would never have considex@dkar Schindler capable of all those
wonderful deeds. Before the war, everyone in Syitaalled him ‘Gauner’ (swindler or
sharper).®

After leaving full-time education, Schindler workedthe family business in Svitavy; and afterward
he commuted to Brno, where he worked for an etmiticompany as a representafiV&ored with
this work, he then became the manager of a drisatigol in the town of Mahren-Schonbétg.

It was towards the end of 1927 that Schindler fingt Emilie Pelzl, born October 22, 1907, at her
parents’ house in the village Alt Moletein, in theea of Honeenstadt, northern Moravia, some 60
kilometers to the east of Svitavy. The family haed in the region since the twelfth century, when
they arrived as colonizet$Emilie lived with her parents and her brother krama comfortable farm
environment in a middle class district of the towhe Pelzl family made a good living as farmers
trading in wheat, rye, and flax. There was alsmamard with many fruit trees and they kept horses
for riding and for the plough. Emilie Schindleracollection of her mother was that she was always
understanding and sympathetic with a kind wordalbrEmilie worked in the family home, for which
she was paid. Her love for the country far outwedyher love for her weekly piano lessons, which
were compulsory’

As she grew up, she began to notice racial andrediiifferences. Even when she was young she had
felt an attraction towards gypsies — their appeagatheir freedom, and independent lives. When the
gypsies came to the town, she would go out of heer wo talk to them and listen to their stories and
songs. She could never understand the prejudidgasighem. Emilie recalls that on one occasion an
old gypsy read her fortune: “An extensive life withuch pain and suffering. There would be a man
who would take me away from Alt Moletein; | wouldve him but never be happy by his side.”
Emilie’'s grandparents lived close by and were atgiefluence in her upbringing. Her grandmother
paid for a dressmaker to dress Emilie and, byaabants, worried about Emilie’s eating habits.

In 1914, when Emilie was seven years old, her fatlzes recruited into the army. After the end of the
war when he returned to their farm, he was chan@ading his service, he had contracted an
incurable case of malaria and developed a headittam. He was subject to fainting fits without
warning. At the age of 40, he was a broken maniredu He had returned as one of the many
mutilated, maddened, sick, and hungry from a disharmy.

At 14, Emilie attended a convent. She disliked gast of her education. The nuns were unpleasant,
the food was awful, and the whole atmosphere wasobulisillusionment and regret. Emilie says that
the nuns did not understand her. She was a freatrgogpirit now encased in an introverted
environment, with no purpose in sight. After onaryeEmilie left the convent and continued her
education at an agricultural college where she ieadafor three years. It was the happiest timeeof h
life. Emilie made many friends. One was a youngidewirl named Rita Gog8.Emilie and Rita
discussed the racial intolerance that was swedpigountry. Rita Goss was brutally murdered by
the commander of the German forces in Alt Moletkining the opening phase of the War.

Emilie’s relationship with her brother Frank strémened because of her father’'s medical condition
and withdrawal from normal life. She talks aboutding her brother in the stables smoking a
cigarette. He persuaded her to try the cigarettéciwshe did. They were to share many secrets over
the years. One winter night, when she was with @t in the woods, she was in danger of passing
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out from the cold. Frank made a sled and pulledbhét to the safety of home, realizing the darafer
hypothermia.

Her mother was now the mainstay of the family updiom they all dependedThat Christmas was
one to remember. Emilie marvels at her mother'sdmgs, with Christmas cake, homemade
marmalade, cherry sponge cake, and her grandmsthege goose full of apples and plums. This was
the life of the well brought-up country girl of Alioletein.

She recalled:

“Infancy and old age seem similar. When we are gowre perceive with an innocent eye;
when we are old we forgive without indulgent spiédd age is a second innocence, and our
memories are simply shadows, allowing us to peecaicontented reality. The images of my
countryside childhood are forever in my mind, thattidyllic image would soon be torn by
war and by the arrival of a man who would take meayaand share with me a life of
happiness and misfortune.”

It was a business trip for Oskar, accompanyingfaier to the Pelzl household to sell electrical
equipment to Josef Pelzl. On that day, Emilie olethe two men as they spoke to her father: one,
over 50, tall and well-built. The other, youngnsliwith wide shoulders, blonde hair and blue eyes.
On subsequent visits, Oskar paid a little more ttasual attention to this young beauty. The busines
calls accelerated over the next few weeks; there wadflirtatious whirlwind courtship with a
momentum of its own. Three months later, on March®83? against the wishes of both families,
they were married. Emilie Schindler says:

“My father was ill and bad-tempered; my grandmothwas suffering from old age, and my
mother progressively tired by overwork. | was pregao believe in words and emotions, and
the protection his wide shoulders offered me. Noelieve | would act differently>

On the very day of the wedding, there was a disa3tee local police had received anonymous
information that Schindler was already married. whs arrested and detained in the Svitavy police
cells so that inquiries could be made. It transpifeat Schindler had been cohabiting with a much
older woman for three years, a fact that he detddus new wife, Emilie. The allegation of bigamy
was malicious, but the facts were correct and chEsailie much heartache. She never forgavehim.

Figure 22: Marriage: Svitavy 1928

After the wedding, the newly married couple movetbiOskar’'s parents’ house at 24 Iglaustrasse,
where they occupied the upper part of the housalidewas never happy with this situation and was
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in constant argument with Johann Schindler, whom ddscribes as an uneducated man who came
home drunk on many occasions. She was kinder dosit Francizka (Fanny) Schindler, who she
says was a very elegant woman, but always illiégl Schindler (Oskar’s sister), then 13 years old,
was described by Emilie as looking like Johannyuglith chestnut hair and large brown eyes.
Despite all this, Emilie helped Elfriede with hamhework and generally made allowances for her.

One of the highlights of Emilie’s early marriagesataaveling to Prague on an errand for her husband.
She was overwhelmed with the architecture and sgenerounding Prague. Thereafter, everything
declined. Her marriage was collapsing and she becadder and more disillusioned with life. Old
man Pelzl had given Oskar 100,000 Czech Crownsnaiderable sum of money. Despite old man
Pelzl's attempt to safeguard the dowry, Schindtardint a car and squandered the rest in the bars and
clubs of Ostrava and Svitavy. Emilie challenged luwer this waste, for which Oskar would ask
forgiveness like a child who knew he had been caungtine act. Emilie, although very annoyed about
her husband’s stupidity and deceit, still thoughhion as an affable, benevolent, magnanimous, and
charitable person. She put his behavior down tdabethat he was spoiled by his mother because of
the constant absence of his father. Her days weetsn domestic isolation. Schindler was without
doubt a scatterbrain, an impulsive liar, and alpbgryof immense charm.

Emilie led a comparatively sheltered life. She waguiet convent-schooled girl but endowed with
personality and humor. She was a well-educatedytaoy who spoke very directly and a woman of
devout faith who attended mass twice a day.

She may well have been under the aura of her flgerichusband, but she was subsequently never to
be deceived again. However, throughout the tumuly®ars ahead she would never hear a bad word
against him and she remained loyal and supportivéhé end. The marriage, as everyone had
predicted, was one that Oskar would never quiteishdjo. After a brief period of harmony, he
reverted to the ways of a single man. Despiteh#dl the couple remained more or less togethel unti
their final separation well after the war.

By the end of 1928, we find Schindler conscriptedrilitary service in the Czechoslovakian army,
where he served for 18 months.

Figure 23: Schindler in the uniform of the Czechoglvakian army in 1935

After completing his service he returned to his jold in the electronics company M.E.A.S. in Brno.
The economic climate had changed and the company we liquidation in 1931. The Schindler
family business was also in financial trouble ahnalt,ttoo, went bankrupt in 1933Schindler went
out on his own, running a poultry farm in the \jéaof Ctyricetlanu, but gave up after six months,
unable to make any money. After a short periodnanaployment, Schindler worked in Prague at the
Yaroslav Chemnitz Bank. His last period of seri@mployment was as a representative for the
company Opodni Ustev, 30 Veveri Street, Brno, emyhietween 6,000 and 10,000 Crowns a month.

In 1935, Johann Schindler left his wife Francizkal dhe marriage collapsed, leaving the family in
turmoil. A short time later Francizka Schindler dli@esulting in further recriminations and splits i
the family. By this time, Oskar had completely éallout with his immediate family. He was not to
see his father again until well into the war. Hel loaly one other relative, an uncle named Adolph
Luser, who had a publishing house in Vienna, whernh&dn’t seen since 1929.
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Oskar, the reluctant husband, spurned Emilie amaetuto other familiar pastures and into the web of
espionage and treason.

Figure 24: Emilie: Svitavy 1929 Figure 25Emilie: Poland 1940

Figure 26: Oskar Schindler (at the wheel) Svitavy 928
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Chapter Two
Recruited into the Abwehr
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Figure 27: Oskar and Emilie, agents of the Abwehr

There are gaps in Keneally's book that have, inomiyion, resulted in a slight ambiguity, particlyar
regarding Schindler’'s dealings with the Abwehr lne fperiod 1938-39. My purpose is to bring the
events back on course and, where necessary, prewittees for the material already researched by
Keneally. | will enhance the evidence from my owquiries to ensure a clearer understanding of the
man himself.

It was during this opening barrage of German mmji@xpansion that we come to the opening phase
of Schindler’s wartime activities, his recruitmemto the Abwehr. Keneally touches on these
activities, Spielberg implies them, and Steinhousss not aware of them. Other writers and
filmmakers who have worked with the Schindler sthigve relied on one basic source for their
information — the novel and filngchindler’s List.

In 1935, the German intelligence agencies wereaalbohating with the security offices from Austria
and Hungary. Czechoslovakia and Poland were higihh®magenda for political infiltration, and it was
at this time that Schindler became active and d@pthe Third Reich.

One of Schindler’s first contacts with the Abwehelwof agents was on a business trip to Krakow
when he met the Jew Simon Jeret (69506), the owhartimber company in Zablocie. Jeret had

introduced him to Amelia, a fellow agent of Gern@wounterintelligence. Schindler and Jeret were to
remain friends throughout the war and well into geace. After the war Jeret became one of the
closest friends of Oskar Schindler.

On June 24, 1937, Hitler signed the pkadl Griin (Case Green — a preparation for war directive).
Upon receiving the order, Canaris instigated a wafb coordinated actions to penetrate
Czechoslovakian security in Moravia, Bohemia, dr@$udetenland border areas.

The winter of 1936-37 was, for Schindler, the motiesm which everything would radiate. The past
would become insignificant and the future uncertBiew Year celebrations in 1937, in a select hotel
in the suburbs of Berlin, would bring the unemplbyand frustrated man from Svitavy face-to-face
with the top echelon of the Wehrmacht Military lfigeence and with his own personal destiny.

It began in late December, 1936, when, by chanckinller met an old girlfriend, lise Pelikan,
whom he had known when he was a driving instruictdvlahrisch Schonberg. lise invited Schindler
to a New Year's celebration to meet friends whore &tentified as high-ranking officers of the
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German Wehrmacht We can only speculate what went on at this Newr¥gaarty, but knowing the
character of Schindler and his love for pretty waraed a good time, it is not difficult to imagirret
towards the end of the celebrations he would h@aen lat the center of things and by then known to
all as “Oskar.” The opening of Spielberg’s fillBchindler's List,shows the easygoing Schindler
mixing with high ranking SS and Wehrmacht officgrs.

According to Mrs. Sophia Stern, after the war, 8dhdr told her husband, Itzhak, that it was at this
New Year's party that he had been introduced t@aa wery high up in German Intelligence Services,
who was celebrating his fiftieth birthday and tlee@nd anniversary of his appointment as the Chief
of the Abwehr This man was probably Wilhelm CandfidVhen Schindler was in trouble with the
SS in Krakow, it was the Canaris factor that aféardhim immediate release.

Schindler's immediate acceptance by this elite camgpindicated to him what was to follow. lise

Pelikan, knowing Schindler to be one of those coattetli Germans awaiting deliverance by the
Fuhrer had invited him to work for the “better good ofdater Germany.” Schindler knew he was
being propositioned to become a gatherer of igetice’ A few days later Schindler returned to

Svitavy, dismissing his night out with Pelikan astjanother good night out. Whatever Schindler
thought of this offer can only be considered inltgbkt of his subsequent actiofts.

Figure 28: Schindler’s Boss: Wilhelm Franz Canari&®

January 1, 1887-April 9, 1945

Many months later, Schindler was to meet anothdy feom a previous friendship, Gritt Schwarzer,
an hotelier in Rumberg, a village just inside treech border. Schindler had been closely involved
with Schwarzer (just as with Pelikan) some yeaevipusly and was surprised to receive a letter from
her. Schwarzer suggested they meet for old timale,sand suggested the Juppebad Hotel at
Ziegenhals, which required crossing of the Czechiaa border. When Schindler said there would
be difficulties because of security documentatio®,was assured that it had been taken care of. He
was about to be recruited into the Intelligencev8es, the Abweht!

The political situation in Eurofewas at boiling point. In March 1938, Hitler mardhieto Austri&®

to the welcome and open arms of the population. éyles now turned to Czechoslovakia.

Czechoslovakia was a state of nationalities, notaional state. Only the Czechs were genuine
Czechoslovaks; the others were Slovaks, HungarRuihenes, and Germans, all national minorities.
The three million Germans, Sudeten Germans, wasekl linked to the Austrians by history and

blood. The Anschluss had stirred them to ungoveenakcitement. Hitler was threatening to liberate
the German minority in Czechoslovakia and the Garmmority was beckoning him to do %0o.

On March 28, 1938, Hitler received the Sudetenesgmtatives and appointed Konrad Henlein, their
leader, as his viceroy. They were to negotiate With Czechoslovakian government. In Henlein's
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words, “We must always demand so much that we eaarrbe satisfied®® Henlein’s party was to be

a third force in the politics of the country and wke remain legal and orderly, preying on the
disaffection of the German populace. Schindlee hkany of the Sudeten Germans, joined up with
the party that promised plenty. He now worked amlasman for his old employers, the Electrical
Company in Brno, and moved about the area secbusiness from like-minded sympathizers of the
New Order?®

Hitler had his eyes on Czechoslovakia, and the oMbrat was watching seemed unable to deal with
the situation. The momentum of German expansionisra unstoppable and Jews who had fled
Germany and Austria to the safety of Czechoslovakmbled and prayed to the Almighty.

Schindler’'s Abwehr activities can be divided inteotdistinct phases: first, his initial engagement o
July 2, 1938; second, his activities in the Svitand Brno areas. This period was catastrophic for
him, resulting in his arrest and death sentence. Sdtond phase deals with his release from prison
brought about by Hitler's takeover of Czechosloaaki March 1939, when all political prisoners
were released.

On July 1, 1938, Schindler set off from Svitavy fbe Czech/German border to meet Gritt Schwarzer
at the Hotel Juppebad. Despite assurances from&zhry he was unable to cross the frontier without
papers and sought the assistance of a local puobhemed Folkel. That night, Folkel showed
Schindler the route across the border to avoid@aaman customs post. The crossing went via the
rear of the local church, across fields and inton@ay. Schindler telephoned Gritt Schwarzer at the
Hotel Juppebdd and she arranged transport for him to the hotetrd he met Peter Kreutziger, an
agent of the Abwehr, who opened up a docket orahle and addressed Schindler. He said, “Do you
want to join us, the German Information ServicePieTdriving instructor and poultry keeper from
Svitavy, lured by the money, power, and other psasiwell beyond his dreams, agreed to join.

Schindler must have been one of the most inepssperuited by the AbwehBy July 18, 1938, he
had been arrested and charged with capital offeagamst the Czech StdteSchindler had made
some very basic mistakes. His assignment was tairolpolitical and economic information that
would be of use to the Wehrmacht: railway instailad, fortifications and troop movements on the
Czech/Polish border around Ostrava. He was to roak&act with like-minded sympathizers and use
these contacts to obtain information. Results &f &ctivities were to be filtered back via Gritt
Schwarzer at the Hotel Juppebad.

Schindler’s first mistake was that he didn’t mowg of his immediate home area. He lived in Svitavy
and worked in Brno. He was well-known to everyoimgluding the police. The naive Schindler
approached his first assignment by recruiting aeBrd German police officer named Prusa. Prusa
worked for the Criminal Investigation Department Bino and was an alcoholic, in debt, and
separated from his wife. After several days, Pagsaed to join Schindler. Abwehr Agent Kreutziger,
Schindler, and Prusa traveled the area lookingkalyl targets for closer inspectidhlUnknown to
Schindler, Prusa had reported the facts to hisrgupewhich resulted in the Czech Security Service
monitoring Schindler’s activities. Schindler was gp, and on the evening of July 18, 1938, at the
Hotel Ungar in Svitavy, Schindler and Prusa methia bar of the hotel. In the course of Prusa
handing over material to Schindler, the Securityviee arrested him. Schindler was taken to the
Svitavy police station and on the following morningnsferred in custody to Brno for interrogatién.
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Figure 29: Hotel Ungar (now Hotel Slavia) where Sdhdler was arrested

Immediately, the CSO raided the Schindler home and searched for otheiminating evidence.
Mrs. Schindler stated that the police returned eregl occasions but were unable to find anything.
Then, according to Mrs. Schindler, the police netar and went directly into the bathroom where,
from behind a bathroom panel, they found planszgad military establishmentsSchindler made a
deal whereby, cooperating with the CSO, he wouteixe certain considerations. It was apparent that
he was under a great deal of pressure to coopditaeeCSO threatened to arrest his wife and father
unless he cooperated fully. This he apparently did.

Emilie Schindler contacted Kreutziger. He was awar¢he arrest but declined to help. In August,

1938, Schindler appeared before the court in Bmb@eaded guilty to offenses of betrayal against
the State. He was sentenced to death. (The warnah¢onviction of Schindler were never rescinded
and attempts immediately after the war to arrast\Were considered a priority. This is the reason he
never returned to his home town, Svitavy.)
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Figure 30: Schindler’s arrest documentation, Brno 938
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In October, 1938, Germany moved into the Sudetenkmd all political prisoners were released.
Having escaped the hangman, Schindler resumeditiescand was promoted to deputy commandant
of the Abwehrin Moravska Ostrava on the Czech/Polish border.

After being released from prison, Oskar Schindpams a short amount of time in his native Svitavy.
Schindler was then ordered to relocate to Mora@d&tava, where he took up residence in a flat on
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Sadova St. (Parkstraf3e). Along with Emilie, Schéndbntinued his work for the Abwehr, though this
time with different assignments.

We now move into the second phase of his Abwehivides, which encompass facts hitherto
unknown. This period also clarifies the work of Bcier and the roles of Mrs. Schindler and Josef
Aue.®
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Chapter Three
Prelude to War

Figure 31: Oskar Schindler Krakow 1944°

The Abwehr building in Moravska Ostrd¥ashared offices with sections of the Gestapo, S, a
Kripo. Karel Gassner was head of the Abwehr in Mska Ostrava, with Schindler as his deputy.
Schindler’'s team members in the field were Aloisz@&ky, Ervin Kobiela, Hildegarde Hoheitcva, and
Hans Vicherek, all of whom were engaged in coltegthind assessing information from a number of
sources with sub-agents acting on their behalherPolish bordet'

When Emilie Schindler was asked whether her hushasda Nazi she gave this reply:

“My husband was not at all a Nazi. He had nothiogdd with the SS; he worked for the
Wehrmacht for the German military. It had nothing to do witte Nazis. He had to join;
otherwise, he could not have existed and livedlaHa never performed any function for the
Nazis. He was directly under the protection of @erman Wehrmachhot the SS#

Mrs. Schindler cannot be criticized for misundandiag the question. She has always accepted that
her husband was a member of the NSDAP (Nazi Pdtgn).problem was that in her understanding,
Nazi was synonymous with SS (Shutztaffeln). But MBshindler was absolutely correct when she
said, “He was directly under the protection of @&rman Wehrmachf®

Schindler took his counter-intelligence work sesiguAccording to a memoir by Mrs. Schindler, her
husband brought three cages of pigeons home tofldiein Moravska Ostrava to be used for carrying
messages. He installed them in the loft and hi® wiis expected to feed and clean them daily.
Schindler, characteristically, soon lost interesthis new venture and Mrs. Schindler, tired okiog
after them, resorted to desperate measures; shedpee cages and allowed the pigeons to fly away.
Much to her dismay, the pigeons returned to thé obdheir apartment (as they do!) and she was
soon getting complaints from neighbéts.

The Schindlers’ apartment in Moravska Ostrava washyy their housekeeper, Viktorka, an excellent
cook and loyal servant. Emilie recalls that atandr party at the apartment, an impeccably dressed
high-ranking officer of the Wehrmacht arrived. Hevdy took off his gloves, hat, and overcoat, and
was shown into the living room, where he occupigdush green velvet chair. Emilie’s husband and
the officer were engrossed in political talk mosttlee evening. Suddenly, the officer stood and
toasted the Fuhrer, and proceeded to throw onenilfdEs best crystal wine glasses against the piano
breaking it into many pieces. Emilie castigated dfficer and chalked up her first act of defiance
against the Third Reich.
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It is important to clarify the relationship betwesome of these departments and, in particular, the
personal relationship between the Chief of the Gari@ecurity Police (the SD), Richard Heydrich,
and Wilhelm Canaris. From his headquartéideydrich concentrated his efforts on those whom he
considered to be the State’s dangerous potentahies: those within the Party and the police.

Heydrich forged a working relationship with his @dquaintance, Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, head of
the Abwehr. Heydrich was convinced that within &mvehr there were “reactionaries” — men with old
ideas and attitudes who would need watching. Bthe$D and the Abwehr were in the same business,
they had to get along because a good workingoaktiip was essential.

Although a professed National Socialist, Canaris Waown to dislike the cruder excesses of the
Nazis and was not reluctant to say so. In shorydHeh and Canaris did not get on. Each was
suspicious of the other and protective of his owmwer bases. An intermedidfywas brought in,
resulting in an agreement based on what has siecente known as the “Ten Commandments.” In
essence, the document drew a line between theimiedigence agencies of the Wehrmacht (Abwehr)
and the SS. This uneasy truce shielded Canaris inbenference by the SS, and established the
Abwehr’s predominant role in espionage and couespionagé®

It was Shindler’'s contact with Canaris that senka<o Dachau concentration camp in the spring of
1939 where he observed the persecuted Jewish wanteohildren. That experience opened his eyes
and he decided that he had to find a way out fdbivish friends.

“I felt obliged towards all my school mates with evh | had spent a wonderful youth time without
racial problems®

| believe that Canaris was crucial to the futuréviaies of Schindler. Canaris surrounded himself
with like-minded men with a commitment to the caubset who opposed the excesses of racial
persecution engineered by Heydrich and the SS. r8ameas Schindler's insurance and ace card
which he used later in the war when he was in tmub

Also living in Moravska Ostrava was an unemployedf-iew named Josef Ad&Brought up as a
German-speaking Czech, he was now earning higglibirying and selling Polish money. His main
area of business was with the Jews who were leawiagcountry. Aue’'s main source of money
changing was Mrs. Bohdanova, who owned a fur shofesin, in the suburbs of Moravska Ostrava.
Through Bohdanova, Aue was introduced to a man damg-Zeiler?* Zeiler told Aue that he was
from the police and was aware of his money-changiciiyities. Zeiler pointed out that Aue was
breaking the currency laws and could go to prigom then suggested an alternative arrangement. Aue
should work for him, to collect intelligence on tRelish border. Zeiler impressed upon Aue that it
was his duty as a true German to comply with hégrirctions. Aue agre€d.

Josef Aue’s first assignment was to travel to treaaround Bohumin and gather reports of military
activity by Polish soldiers and reports about th&tallation of fortifications. Aue made a complete

mess of his assignment. He couldn’t read the ma&gsrzhad given him, so he made up a story and
when he met Zeiler the following day in the Cafézal he gave him false information. Zeiler was now
aware that Aue was not capable of this type of waor#t suggested that he would find other work for
him. For some months Aue disappeared from the saedeavas not to re-establish contact with Zeiler
until October, 1939

Zeiler was, in fact, Oskar SchindférAue was not to know this until after the invasioihPoland
when he traveled to Krakow with Schindler. Fromhare material, we know that Schindler also used
the cover names of Osi, Schéafer, and Otto.

The German High Command had opted for the invasfoRoland, but before this could be carried
out, some pretext was necessary. This was concéaivige: crudest melodramatic terms and was the
work of Himmler's SS and Heydrich’s SD.Operation Himmler was launched by Heydrich, who
summoned to Prinz Albrechtstrasse one of his highisted associates, a veteran street brawler from
Kiel named Alfred Helmuth Naujocks. Naujocks hath¢al the SD in 1934 and held the rank of SS-
Sturmbannfihrer. Five years later, Naujocks hasbimechead of a sub-section of Section Il of-SD
Ausland under the control of SS-OberfiihHginz Jost and became involved with the fabricatbn
documents for agents working abrdad.
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The events leading to the invasion of Poland weittned by Naujocks at the Nuremberg trials after
the war. His task, he was told by Heydrich, wastike a staged attack on the German radio station at
Gleiwitz in Upper Silesia near the Polish bordeneTincident had to appear as an act of aggression
committed against the station by a force of Pdlesxumentary proof of Polish aggression would be
made available along with German convicts deckedirodPolish uniforms. The man who was to
supply the necessary equipment for this operatias Schindlef!

Mrs. Schindler noted:

“The following is an example of the activities wachgotten involved in. A Polish soldier was
paid to get a Polish army uniform. It was then sentsermany to serve as a pattern for
manufacturing more Polish uniforms that spies efThird Reich would wear as camouflage.
When Germany invaded Poland, the SS were wearaggthniforms in the attack on the radio
station but then blamed the Polish resistancedts @f sabotage®

Schindler’s apartment was filling up with large diamard boxes: uniforms, weapons, identity cards,
and even Polish cigarettes were being assemblamrding to Mrs. Schindler, who was privy to her

husband’s activities, their greatest problem wath whie Polish Counter-Intelligence Services, who
were paying attention to their apartmé&ht.

The role of the Gestapo emerged when Naujocks wadesed to Oppelin, a small Silesian town forty
miles north of Gleiwitz. There, Heinrich Mller (kdrich’'s SS representative) and SS-Oberfuhrer
Herbert Mehlhorn explained that the Gestapo had begered by Heydrich to provide a commodity
referred to as Konserven (canned goods). The colitynod question turned out to be a dozen
prisoners who were under sentences of death inectration camps but who had been identified by
Miller as expendable in the interests of the TRieich.

At Nuremberg, Naujocks testified:

“Miller declared that he had 12 or 13 condemnenhiodls who would be dressed in Polish
uniforms and left for dead on the spot to show that had been killed in the course of the
attack. To this end, they had to be given fataddtipns by a doctor in Heydrich’s service.
Later they would also be given genuine wounds dtdli by firearms. After the incident,
members of the foreign press and other persons todse taken to the spot. A police report
would then be made. Muller told me that he hadralefrom Heydrich telling him to put one
of these criminals at my disposal for the GleiwAtzion.”**

The criminal in question, a Pole, was anesthetamd brought to the radio station, where he
was then shot. The body was photographed on thefapthe benefit of the press. The attack
on the station then went ahead. A Polish-speakiegbber of Naujocks’ team broke into a
broadcast in accented German, and said: ‘Thiseigtilish rebel force radio station: Gleiwitz
is in our hands. The hour of freedom has struck?”

Muller had pretended to his Polish-uniformed pressnin “canned goods” (code name for the
operation) that they were taking part in a film dhdt, in exchange for their patriotic participatim

the action, they would be pardoned and set free. rédio station secured, Naujocks and his men
promptly retired. The dead bodies of the consaibrs were left on the scene. They were not the
only witnesses to be disposed of, which goes soaimexplaining why details of the affair did not
leak out. All participating members of the SD, wiitle exception of Naujocks, were liquidat&dThe
entire affair was a source of immense satisfactiothe Berlin SS Mandarins. This was a highly
successful operation between the SD and the Gestaprell with Canaris’ Abwehr, represented by
Schindler and his teatf

Hitler's plan to invade Poland was disguised by tmele wordsFall Weiss At 4:45 a.m. on
September 1, 1939, the war began. By Septemberr&kol was occupied by German units
belonging to the 14th army of the Wehrmacht. Gdn8igmund List had secured the city, despite
fierce opposition from the Polish forces.
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On October 17, 1939, Josef Aue, who had been avoiding Zeiler, met hjntiance in a street in
Moravska Ostrava. Zeiler invited Aue back to thdéCRoyal to talk about possible work. There,
Zeiler introduced Aue to his Abwehr associates iheltided his present woman friend, a Pole named
Marta!® Both Schindler and Aue witnessed the rounding figews in the city and then watched
them being marched to the railway station. The Jewse being deported by train to the Lublin
region of Poland, an area initiated by the Nazesiidh resettlement policy. That same day the
Abwehr in Moravska Ostrava was transferred to Kvako

Reflections

Before moving on to the greater part of this docotaon, | will reflect on the facts and
circumstances surrounding Schindler during thidoperSo far, what does the information tell us
about the man — his personality, his judgment,@rdmitment to the Nazi Party? | will disregard his
letter to Dr. Ball-Kaduri and deal with his motivaad actions in light of what was happening at the
time.

From his early teens, Schindler was a flamboyamsqmality. He was a drinker, gambler, and
womanizer. He was both sensitive and impulsive stifiéered a double blow when his mother died.
Not only did he lose her, he also lost his fatherduse of a massive row. In effect, when he was 28,
he had lost both parents. Schindler lost his itdwece as a result of the economic climate andhior
first time in his life, he was without insuranceshharriage to Emilie Pelzl proved a mistake. Hd ha
reverted to the ways of a single man living in bamd clubs, reflecting on what might have been. His
immoral nature, in the end, saved him and set hintaurse, albeit with a few disasters along the
way.

His initial Abwehr experience exposed his charaagenaive, inept, and impulsive. Schindler was a
quick learner and, by the time he had been releflasadprison, his persona was well equipped for his
new posting. The political circumstances at thestattowed him a second chance. Schindler was well
thought of by his superiors. He spoke German, CzBohish, and some Yiddish. He represented the
Abwehr at secret meetings and acted as interpfetesenior ranks. He was considered a bold and
capable informer with the result that he was ptivyhe most delicate and secret war decisionseof th
Reich.

What Schindler knew about the policies of Nazi Gamgnat that time is uncertain, but | conclude that
Schindler’'s patriotism was in no way influencedtbg Nazi racial ideology. For Schindler there was
no “Jewish questiah He was a member of the Nazi Pal§joining the movement on February 10,
1938" He worked to support the war on behalf of his siaps.
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Figure 32: Schindler’'s Nazi membership card with adress.

In my view, the crucial point was that Oskar Schkéndvas non-racial and a man of independent mind
and would remain so throughout the duration ofvilae. Herbert Steinhouse sums it up by quoting
from a letter he received from one of the Kanteysb¢Schindler's Jewish neighbors in pre-war

Svitavy) just after the war:
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“He was a Sudetenland fascist and a member of #hdetih Party which was later absorbed
into the Greater Germany’s Nazi Party. Schindles warue believer in everything but one
factor — that was the racial policy. He was a fiiexf many local Jews in Svitavy. Schindler
was friendly with our family, particularly with mfather the Rabbi. He would have talks with
my father about sophisticated Yiddish literaturePialand and Czechoslovakia, about folk
tales and the mythology and the anecdotes andritiers Jewish traditions of the villages of
Eastern Poland and Moldova. And what all that slthved course, was unlike the portrait
painted later by the Spielberg film.”

The Gleiwitz operation was acceptable to Schindiewas all part of the prosecution of the war
strategies. But had the deportation of the Jewn ftoravska Ostrava raised a doubt in his mind? We
will see how Schindler reacts when he is confromig the reality of the German occupation in Knako
and the bloody work of SS-Hauptsturmfuh#enon Goeth and the SS.
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Chapter Four
Schindler in Krakow

Figure 33: Oskar Schindler: Krakow 1941

Political Maneuverings

Within just one month of the German occupationinaiependent Poland ceased to exist. On October
12, 1939, the General Government, with Krakow as#pital, was established. In the old Krakow
Royal Palace, the Wawel, government meetings ofNesv Order” headed by Governor Dr. Hans
Frank!®® were held.

The regional network of the General Government adstiation closely paralleled the regional
machinery in the Reich. There were four Districiv&mments in Poland in 193%9.The Governor of
the Krakow District was SS-Brigadefiihrer Dr. Ott@tkter:*

Heading the Police Security apparatus in the Gé@aernment was Higher SS and Police Leader
SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Frederick Wilhelm KrugérThe RSHA, now under their new security
umbrella, worked out of 2 Pomorska Street, Krak®8. Chief of Operations was SS-Oberfiihrer
Scherna; and SD Chief of Operation was SS-OberSiner Ralph Czurda. The Abwehr’s local
commander was Lieutenant Martin Plathe. SS secsetyices were very much their own masters
working out of their offices in Katowice, OpravaydaBreslau. The old rivalries among the SS, SD,
Gestapo, and the Abwehr continued despite the faag@ement of the Ten Commandments. The
Mayor of Krakow at this time was SS-Obersturmbahrdii Paviu and his deputy, Sepp Rohrl.

We arrive at a very important juncture that | wooddl the “where loyalties lie” point. The questioh

would like to pose are these: Was Schindler stilagent of the Abwehr in 1939-40, and if he was,
what was he doing buying up the Emalia factory? Whgn't Schindler been transferred to other
duties once Krakow was secured? To find the ansteetisese questions | think we must look back
over the role that Canaris was playing within therr@an High Command. All the evidence shows
that there was a certain faction of the German Kigihmand that was against Hitler. To the likes of
Canaris the SS, SD, and Gestapo were an anathargpit®the patching up of their differences in the
past, the personal rivalry between Heydrich anda@arfestered again without respite, each more
suspicious of the other. The patching over of asdgreements had now collapsed into open warfare.

Since 1938, Heydrich kept a secret file on Canaasped “Schwarze Kapelle” (Black Orchestra).
This file contained incriminating evidence agai@stnaris regarding his suspected disloyalty to the
State. Heydrich had been reluctant to use the rahtéaring a collapse in confidence within the
armed services. The file gathered weight over thary and was eventually used to bring down
Canaris in 1944 after the attempt on Hitler's Biied as we shall see later, Canaris was executed and
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the Abwehr dissolved. The residue of the Abwehr saallowed up in the elephantine structure of
the RSHA.

To answer my own gquestions about Schindler, | attined to agree with Keneally: Schindler was
deliberately placed in Krakow by Canaris as a “spythe wall,” to watch over the SS, SD, and
Gestappand to filter reports back to Canaris’ headquart@anaris was a very powerful man, and
this would explain how Schindler was able extrichteself from the various situations he found
himself in when the Gestapo arrested him on no tless three occasions. Schindler had a trusted
procedure that went into effect the moment dangemkd''* Within hours of a cry for help,
Schindler would benefit from the full force of Higckers. The local SS chiefs were unable to resist
the commanding orders.

What of the Jews in Krakow at the End of 19397

A decree dated November 11, 1939, concerning ttentat in the General Government, was issued
by the governor, Dr. Hans Frank. It set out theuk&tipns for the formulation of the Judenrat angl th
appointment of an Elder of the Jews. There followwedexplosion of edicts under the pen of Dr.
Wachter, which amounted to the strangulation af dights in the ghettos of Poland.

The Judenrat, or Jewish Coun¢flcomprised of 24 members, was set up by the eélibecember
1939. On the face of it, the Judenrat was supptsddlfill the pre-war functions of the Jewish
community; but, in fact, its main occupation wast¢ove the Germans. It was very convenient for the
Germans to have their orders carried out by thesJ&mom its very inception, the Judenrat was
controlled by the Gestapo. All inquiries and pragems were administered by Department 111,
Room No. 302, Pomorska Street.

The Judenrat’s duties included general administnattompiling statistical data and lists of residen
registering stores, distributing food, and provigifuel for the Jewish inhabitants of Krakow anigia
for the ghetto. In addition to these duties, thdefwat had its own publishing house to print theyna
regulations of the occupying authorities. The Jeweécomed this last vestige of control over their
beleaguered people.

As the German occupation tightened its control tiedmplementation of forced labor squads began,
the Judenratnet to soften the ferocity of the German demands.aVoid arbitrary abductions or
dragnets, several Jewish leaders suggested th#igstaent of quasi-autonomous Jewish councils to
fill the quota of workers fixed by the Germans. TKekow Judenrat suggested that in order to
prevent Germans from seizing Jews off the stremttabor, it would set up a labor registry avai&@abl
to the Germans when needed. The Police Chief, Willkaliger, liked this idea and issued a decree
on December 2, 1939, empowering all the Judentatemganize forced labor columns. Apparently,
the Warsaw Jews had a similar id&a.

During the period of forced expulsion from the cilgs the chairman of the JudenrMark
Bieberstein, and his council tried to obtain pegiais for more Jews to remain in Krakow, they began
bribing officials. The bribes were discovered b t@estapo with tragic resulf§. The Krakow
Judenratllocated 200,000 zloty for this purpose. Biebénsted Housing Secretary Chaim Goldfluss
approached contacts within the German administratioreturn for money, the administration was to
permit 10,000 Jews of Krakow to remain unmolesfeab many people knew about this proposed
deal with the result that Bieberstein and Goldflwsse arrested on bribery charges. Bieberstein was
sentenced to a two-year imprisonment in the Mopteluprison, Goldfluss to six months in Auschwitz,
and the German intermediary, a Volksdeutsch naneichBrt, to an eight-year imprisonment. After his
release from prison, Bieberstein was sent to taszelv camp, where he later died.

The Judenrapolicy became one of institutional compliance amel dudenraten became “implements
of the German will,” moving Jews through the vadg@hases of what was to become the destruction
process. Each Judenrat in the occupied territbiaelsits own way of doing things, and its relatidpsh
with its Jewish community varied from one to theest Many of the Krakow Judenrat officials were
accused of abusing their authority by favoring treéss, tampering with labor lists, and generally
enjoying a far higher standard of living than tbattheir own community. In the Krakow German
newspapeKrakower Zeitungof March 13, 1940, a Dr. Dietrich Redecker repoitteat on a visit to
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the Judenrat office he was struck by the contrasivden its carpet and plush furnishings and the
squalor of the Jewish quarters in Kazimi€rz.

With the end of military government on October 2539, the civil administration, pervaded by the
SS, fell upon the Jews. Measures already in plaggermany and Austria were now applied to the
annexed and occupied zones of Poland. Dr. Otto Waekas now issuing decrees from the Wawel
Castle.

November 18, special signs to be carried by Jewbkarentire district were ordered: “All Jews over
twelve years of age should carry visible signs, elgra white band with a blue Star of David on the
right arm of their outer garments.”

This instruction also contained a definition of tkem Jew as the Nazis understood it: “He is a Jew
who either is an adherent of the Judaic faith arety®ne whose father or mother are or were of
Judaic faith.” The Germans cut through this debnitwhen it suited them: “You were a Jew if you
went to the synagogueThe problem posed by those Jews from mixed masidfidischlings,” was
never adequately solved.

In December, obligatory work for Jews was enlarggthe decision that every Jew aged 12 to 60 had
to work for two years in a compulsory labor campeBuccessive orders obliged Jews to hand over
their automobiles and motorcycles (December 4dde them to change their residence (December
11), and forbade travel by train in the General @oment (January 26, 1940).

The workers at Bucheister’'s continued as usualaavaited the next turn of events. On the morning
of December 3, 1939, Schindler made a further tasgee Stern. On this occasion, there was a clear
message to all those present. In a raised voiceddeessed Stern, “Now it's starting; Jews will be
surrounded and murdered. The Jewish quarter ofniamz, Josefa, and Izaaka Streets, are going to
know all about it.**®

Schindler Gets to Work

Oskar Schindler, as we know, was a highly placguibesage agent within the Third Reich. It was a
Canaris directive that his top agents who had taevantage of industrial opportunities to make
money in the occupied areas, were also a camoufitegbeir main responsibility: to keep an eye on
the SS/SD, whom the Canaris clique consideredgbkanemy of the new order. Schindler had no
experience of industrial management, but in thentuirof the war, he used his initiative and guie t
make money...with Jewish labor.

Upon arriving in Krakow, Schindler and his team wdirectly to his apartment on Straszewskiego
Street!'® not far from the Wawel Castle. Schindler had bauble apartment from some wealthy
Jews, and its luxurious furnishings included paielvases, Persian carpets, and heavy velvet
curtains. The windows opened to the Planty: a serigoarks which followed the contours of the old
walls near the Wawel fortress. This was the apartrt@ which Schindler would take his women
friends, particularly Amelia (or Ingrid, in Kenegh book), and a Polish girl called Viktoria
Klonowska. Amelia was with the Abwehr, while Klonska improved Schindler’s relationship with
the Gestap&® When Emilie visited the Krakow apartment, Schindléovers disappeared. Emilie
knew the situation and chose to ignore it.

During one of Mrs. Schindler’s initial visits to &kow, she was overcome with serious back pain
which nearly paralyzed her. Polish doctors wereblsmdo help her, but her husband, with his
contacts, had her referred to specialists in Bealinthe Auguste Hospital, to which only the
aristocracy and high-ranking German officers hadeas. Her personal doctor was Professor Kurt
Enger, who diagnosed a serious problem with heresgtmilie spent several months in the hospital
and later in convalescence in Austria. During thigy period, her husband never wrote or visited her
When Emilie returned to Krakow, Oskar met her, hmada bouquet of flowers. He apologized, giving
the weak excuse of problems with traveling docusiehte showed no interest in her medical

condition'*

Josef Aue stayed with Schindler in the Krakow apartt for about three months during which time
Schindler took him to the offices of the Treuhandewho were supervising the takeover of Jewish
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premises. Schindler introduced Aue to Walter Musglain agent of the Abwehr as well as the head of
the Trust Office. Schindler told Muschka that Auassan administrator from Moravska Ostrava and

should be placed in a suitable business. Aue, vdt rfow been given the name Sepp Aue, was
handed over to another agent and trust administfatein Kobiela. Kobiela suggested to Aue that he

take over the import/export business of the Jewgr&an Bucheister at 15 Straddon Street, Krakow.

Ervin Kobiela took Aue to the Straddon Street lmogt where he was introduced as the new
administrator. Kobiela ordered the owner, the J&alomon Bucheister, off the premises. The
remainder of the staff was all Jews who helped éagerstand the running of the business. The chief
accountant at the firm was Itzhak Stern (69518)y Wad worked for Salomon Bucheister since 1924.
On Stern’s advice, Aue immediately re-engaged SaforBucheister, who became just another
worker; however, he was treated respectfully by Kéie

Aue’s behavior immediately aroused Stern’s cunositithough he had begun Aryanizing the firm
and firing some of the Jewish workers as he wasuod®d to do, at the same time Aue left the
discharged Jews’ names on the social insurancstnggenabling them to maintain their all-important
worker’s identity card. He secretly gave these Inymgen money as welt? Such exemplary behavior
could only impress the Jews and astonish the wadycautious Stern. Only at the end of the war was
Stern to learn that Aue was Jewish, that his owimefahad been murdered in Auschwitz in 1842,
and that the Polish he pretended to speak so pa@tyactually his native tongue. Aue had already
taken on the guise of a double agent.

Not knowing all this, Stern had no reason to tige. Certainly he could not understand the man’s
presumption when, only a few days after havingnaktgarge of the import/export firm, on November

19, 1939, Aue brought an old friend, who had jusivad in Krakow, to see Stern. Aue said quite
casually “You know, Stern, you can have confidence in mgrd Schindler.” Stern said nothing, but

exchanged courtesies with the visitor and answeisequestions with caré®

There was an interesting development in the relakipp between Aue and Stern. Aue gave Stern a
document which he had received from the Reich $agref State, Eberhard Von Jagwitz of the
Economic Ministry. This document set out the pelcio be adopted in the Aryanizing of Jewish
businesses. It contained confidential informationaerning issues about the Jews and the intentions
for all Jewish businesses, including BucheistEf's.

Some days later, Schindler returned to Bucheistgéifically to see Stern. He asked his advice on
opening a business. Stern was able to take adwaofatpe information he had seen in the Ministry

document and advised Schindler to lease or, bstiterbuy, but not become a trustee. Stern redlize

that, from a Jewish point of view, an owner was limoited to the number of Jews permitted to be

employed'?® Schindler was impressed by Stern’s analysis d@htbl¢hink it over.

At the Schindler apartment it was a continual roohentertaining high-ranking officers of the SS,
Wehrmacht, and Abwehr. Although Emilie kept veryamun the background, she speaks of endless
discussions with these gentlemen on Nazi policyjoiMaon Kohrab, Chief of the Polish section of
the Counter Intelligence Service, had become aecloend of Schindler. According to Mrs.
Schindler, it was von Kohrab who introduced herbdamsl to Abraham Bankier (69268), the bankrupt
owner of Rekord on Lipowa Street. Schindler, aftecussions with Bankier and Stern, convinced
himself that it was Rekord he had to play for. Agadn Stern’s advice, Schindler went ahead and
applied to the Polish Commercial Court where heaioled a short lease of the bankrupt Rekord
Company, at 4 Lipowa Street. With most of the Knakbrust Administrators also in the pay of the
Abwehr, Schindler had no difficulty in concludirfgettransactior?’

48



Figure 34: Abraham and Rega Peller Bankier,
former owners of the Emalia factory

2

Figure 35: Itzhak Stern (69518) 1950°°

Administrators were installed at occupied Jewishifesses in Krakow by the Nazis. Schindler, who
arrived in Krakow on October 17, 1939, took advgataf his long acquaintance with Simon Jereth
and now Abraham Bankier. In November these ind&isithelped Schindler acquire the Rekord
factory for the production of enamelware. Bankisp&ept the fictitious company records and helped
Schindler gain the necessary orders — he brokeoatlacts with the black market in Krakow.
Schindler’s address — Kraskiego 24a — appeared on the first signed documents

Later, in 1941, Schindler employed his first 19&i3d workers. On October 21, 1941, the successful
entrepreneur finally became the owner of the erfiitB.F. factory and made plans to expand
production. Schindler, an Abwehr agent, kept hisrdmpen to the Nazis and managed to “selflessly”
compensate these authorities. Always finely dresSelindler made sure he never missed any party
hosted by the Nazi nobility. The global conflicopided him ample orders, and cheap labor from
Jews guaranteed high profits. Employment in thesandustry meant protection for Jewish workers
against possible deportation to the camps. IltziteknSand Roman Giinter, members of the Jewish
council, therefore tried to find work for as mangople as possible. Like the entrepreneur Julius
Madritsch, Schindler understood the opportunityngesffered.

Schindler's newly acquired Rekord factory had bfsemded by Jewish partners in 1937. Despite the
fact that the bank accounts of Jews were frozearetiwvas still enough working capital in cash for
business operations. Aided by experts from Ostr&ahindler managed to use these funds to
successfully launch production. The name of theofgcwas changed to Deutsche Emailenwaren
Fabrik — D.E.F. The factory hall was located atdvia St. No. 4 in the Zablocie quarter.
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Figure 38: Schindler (second from left). Abraham Bakier (third from the right)
with their Polish staff in Emalia 1940

Apart from this initial meeting of Schindler andeB8t in December, 1939, they were not to renew
their relationship on a more positive level untiatdh 13, 1943, when the ghetto was liquidated and
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Stern was moved to Plazow concentration camp. $tSehindler’'s view that the Jews had to be saved
and that Itzhak Stern was to be the tool to britig about*!

The Stern/Schindler relationship was founded os #airly warning and was the pivotal axis that, in
my opinion, was to decide the destinies of bothir&tlar and the Jews that remained with him. The
relationship was bonded by mutual respect, a fakmdwhich lasted until Stern’s death in Tel Aviv
in 1969. It is said that upon hearing of Stern’atdeSchindler collapsed and shed tears like a.chil
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Chapter Five

The Wiener Affair and
Kazimierz: the Jewish Quarter
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Figure 39: Schindler’s correspondence obtained byhe author in 1992

Schindler called the SS. ... A few SS men came aol Wiener to an adjoining office and

beat him up. There were groans and screaming. Wtiienmer appeared he was covered in

blood and wounds. The SS spoke to Schindler: “Vé& tare of him, you get rid of him!”
Natan Wurzel, November 26, 1956

In my introduction, | mentioned that Schindler waasontroversial figure. | think we must call into
guestion at this early stage the darker side othégacter and not rely on the highlighted evems t
we have come to know. | want to discuss the par$ bdeged to have played in the Wiener Affair.

In the early part of 1940, the Aryanizing programswgathering momentum. It was now the practice
that if a Jewish company became a nuisance or atrugkion to some other purpose, the Jewish
owner was thrown into the street. The nicetieheflaw were conveniently ignored.

Schindler was now in business at 4 Lipowa Strebe Emalia factory was an imposing building
which was fronted by a large arch at the entraBahind the facade was a number of smaller
industrial units owned and used by independent faatwrers.

-

Figure 40: Outside Emalia 1942
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The occupier of one of these small industrial uwigs Natan Wurzel, a Jew, born November 5, 1900,
a small-time manufacturer of kitchen units. Schindiad now taken over these premises under the
Aryanizing regulations, but employed Wurzel on th@de counter in his Emalia factory. By all
accounts, although Wurzel had been ousted fronnbsasj he was at that time on good terms with
Schindler.

Schindler had his eye on another business, in @mastreet, Krakow: the Chamber of Commerce
Wiener, another kitchen wholesale supplier's ouflélis business was owned by a Jewish father and
son, Salomon and Julius Wiener. Schindler had glace Abwehr woman friend Marta, now a Trust
Administrator, into the premises. Marta may haverbe proficient Abwehr agent but she utterly
failed to supervise the Wiener business and, aswptd Schindler, was getting the run-around by the
Wieners.

Both the Emalia and Wiener businesses were beiad as an outlet of goods to the black market.
There was a proviso that all transactions wouldvigothe Schindler works, a position that Marta
failed to control. Therefore, she sought the hdlBchindler. Instead of working their deals with
Schindler, the Wieners were operating separatel$chindler’'s disadvantage. There was one subtle
difference between the two sites: Emalia was cdlattdy the Sudetendeutsch Oskar Schindler, who
was a party to the occupying power, while the Wienglet was being controlled by Jews. To say the
least, there was a mighty clash of interests nfalbut among thieves — and Schindler was not about
to lose the argument, especially to a Jew!

One morning, when Wurzel was at the trade coumteEmalia, Julius Wiener called in to collect
merchandise in order to pay off a collecting agd#rihe SS. According to Wurzel, Schindler was in a
furious mood and was threatening to kill the Wiesndrhe following morning, when Julius Wiener
returned to the Emalia factory, working at the é&atbunter, a number of SS men entered the
reception area, seized Wiener, and took him tohemabom where he was badly beaten up. On their
way out of the factory, one of the SS men saiddbir®ller, “We took care of him; you get rid of
him.” That same day, both Wieners left their prexsjdeaving the spoils for Schindlét.

The Wiener Affair became @ause célébravithin the inner circles of Yad Vashem. When Sdien
was nominated in 1963 to become a Righteous Gentilestions were asked about his credentials.
This is a point | shall explore later. After therwdulius Wiener immigrated to Buenos Aires, omly t
find himself in the same city as the SchindlerdiuduWiener initiated civil proceedings against
Schindler for robbery and seizure of his business®b assaults by the SS. Wurzel, who had now
changed his name to Antoni Korzeniowski, immigratedsrael. There was an exchange of letters
between Wurzel and Wiener to gather the evidenedatk by their respective solicitors. After a few
years, it was Julius Wiener who was to withdravgdition due to ill health, and the matter rested. |
did, however, open up old sores. It is interestmgiote that on the Schindler list the name Julius
Wiener (69290), born September 5, 1904, appeamn&¥iwas in fact saved by Schindler and lived to
take vengeance against him. To be saved by theldiss not mean that that person agreed with
Schindler’s actions, as we shall find out latenfranother Jew, Joachim Kinstlinger (68861).

During Schindler’s first year at Emalia, he empldyabout 70 Polish workers, including only seven
Jews'* This balance gradually changed, as, with timegrployed more Jews. This was not because
he had a love for Jews; quite simply, Jews werapheto employ. This was a win-win situation.
Employing Jews was financially advantageous forféwtory. It was also advantageous to the Jews
who received the protection of the Kenkarte (wogkirard), followed very quickly by the Blauschein
(blue sticker), an endorsement of the Kenkarrtee changing nature of these working cards wastto
through the work force for the gradual processliafieation.

Life for the Jews in Krakow became increasingly r@ggive. SS labor squads roamed the streets,
picking up Jews for labor battalions elsewhere.ir@ttbr was in touch with the Jewish labor office to
take on more laborers as his business grew. Soeetie was the recipient of these SS labor squads.

Solomon Urbach (69427):

“Walking in the street, | was suddenly stopped gy §S. | was taken with a load of kids to
the Emalia works. We were lined up for inspectignbirector Schindler. He said he would
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take the men but not the kids. The SS said whebnrimg you Jews, you keep them. The SS

left and we joined Schindler. | survived becausthisf man.***
On some occasions, if Schindler was in need ofrticpéar skill, he would go into the town and sélec
the man or woman he wanted. This was usually dartbeadvice of Bankier.

Richard Rechen (69233):

“It was like falling onto another planet. DirectSchindler came into the garage where | was
working. He greets me and gives me his hand. H& rod not to be afraid. He said he had
heard that | was a good mechanic and invited no®mee to the Emalia factory where | would
never be hungry. | was assured he was not a biiffer

Figure 41: Schindler’s workers at Emalia 1943
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Kazimierz: The Jewish Quarter

M

5

Figure 42: Gate of the Krakow Ghetto drawn by JoseBau (69084)

As the Naazis tightened their grip on the Jewish momity, word spread that the Schindler works
were a good place to be. Three new employees \a&en ton the direct recommendation of Stern:
Magister Leib Salpeter (69282), Samuel Wulkan (692&nd Stern’s brother, Natan Stern (69275).

These three were all old ranking members of thesP&ionist movement. Unknown to Schindler, but

organized and arranged by Stern and Abraham Bantuer other employees were taken on: an
engineer named Pawlik, who was an officer in thksRainderground movement, and a man named
Hildegeist. Both were non-Jews and were connectenitside underground agencies. Hildegeist had
known Schindler before the war. Because of histipali views Hildegeist was sent to Buchenwald

concentration camp, where he served three yeansadtSchindler who personally had him released
and brought to Krakow. Although Schindler remaiaémbf from this intake of dubious employees, he

kept himself fully informed of their activities.

On May 18, 1940, the German Mayor announced thas d®uld leave the city “of their own free
will” and “those who would leave willingly” wouldédallowed to take baggage of 50 kg per person.
The last day for leaving was set for August 15,0'84Rumors had already spread that the Germans
planned to put the Jews into an enclosed areaschali Wohnbezirkor Jewish Quarter’

Governor Dr. Hans Frank had decided on a littleceation program of his own. His resettlements
were to take place within the General Governmemt.Adank wanted to remove the entire Jewish
population from Krakow. Addressing his main divisé chiefs on April 12, 1940, Dr. Frank
described conditions in the city as scandalousm@ergenerals were forced to live in apartments
occupied by Jews. Frank wanted Krakow free of Jeydovember 1, 1940. Only skilled Jews would
remain. The Krakow expulsions were divided into tplwases: voluntary and involuntary. Up to
August 15, 1940, the Jews could move freely, bterahis date the Jews would be forced out.
However, no sooner had Frank expelled the Jews thencity than the city began filling up again
with Jews from incorporated territories. In thestfitwo weeks of August, a third of the Jews of
Krakow had been expelled to Warsaw, Radom, Lul@restochova, and other Polish towns. Some
Jews made it over to the Russian zone. Expelling Je this way enabled the Nazis to make room in
the city for the new intake of immigrants that web@ermanize the area.

On March 3, 1941, Governor Wachter published areroid the Karakul Zeitungfor a Jewish
residence zone named Gen. Gub 44/91. This ordemisasposted on walls and announced through
loudspeakers from mobile vans. The Jews had to nmteethis residence zone of Kazimierz by
March 21, 1941. Kazimierz, a district of Krakow, sugistorically associated with the Jews of Krakow
for over a thousand years.

Thousands of Jews left the city in order not toehelosed. The ghetto was set up in the suburb of
Podgorze, tucked into the elbow of the Vistula,ebst end by the railway line to Lvov, the soutesi
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by the hills beyond Rekawka, and the west by Padgdtlace. The face of Kazimierz changed
overnight. Its character, built up through the tees, rapidly disappeared. There was no longer the
sight of Jews dressed in long black kapotes artchéghk, skull caps, and fur hats, beards, and long
sideburns; gone were the discussions on the stoeeérs with characteristic gesticulations. Thiswa
the beginning of the end for one of the finesturalk centers of Eastern Europe.

Figure 44: Map of the Krakow Ghetto"®
Labor Exchange
Hospital
Gmina
Public Bath
Jewish Welfare Community
Contagious Disease Hospital
Prison
Jewish Ghetto Police
. Boarding School
10. Madrisch Factory
11. Optima

CoNok~wNOE

The creation of the Krakow Ghetto

The Nazi administration in Krakow continually trigal strip Jews of all of their rights and remaining
privileges. After the closure of Jewish school®erember 1939 Jews were forbidden to have radios
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and telephones. Jews were required to report @it groperty, they were banned from using public
transport, and on May 18, 1940, a three-month deadlas established for "voluntary departure from
the city” with only a small amount of luggage. Omuglst 1 the mass expulsions of Jews began,
mainly to the Warsaw and Lublin Ghettos. Of thegimal 70,000 Jewish residents in Krakow, only
16,000 remained in February 1941. This populatias wnder the direct control of armed SS units.
The Podgorze Ghetto was officially created on Ma3ch941, and all Jews were ordered to move
there by March 21. Once Jews were concentratdukighetto they were under the constant control of
the police and SS guards. It often happened tlatpgr of Jewish workers employed in factories in
the city would never make it to their jobs. Accowglito their needs, the Nazis used these workers to
clean public spaces. Jews in processions were t&tsorized by guards.

Using Jewish labor, the Germans erected a wallosnding the ghetto, set bars in windows of
apartments looking out onto the Aryan quarter,aihst security posts, and constructed gates, with
three providing access to the ghetto. The mainwateat Podgorze Square and above the gate was a
large six-pointed Star of David with the inscriptim Hebrew: “Jewish Quarter.” Located at the main
gate were the central post of the German policethadseat of the Judenrat. During the first few
weeks of the ghetto’s existence, one could gairesxavith relative ease, usually when it was
necessary to reclaim cash from the Jews. On bdés sif the gate were dark blue lamps. A trolley ran
through this gate along the streets of Limanowsicgilavowska, right through the ghetto, connecting
with the Aryan quarter of the city. It sometimesveel as an intermittent link between Poles and
Jews; many packages were delivered without the latye of the ghetto policé’ The second gate
was at the end of Limanowska Street, and the thasl in Plac Zgody (Peace Square) opening onto a
bridge spanning the Vistula. All three gates wararded by the Polish blue-uniformed police and by
the Jewish Police, the OD (Ordnungsdiéfft).

About 15,000 Jews were transferred from the city the ghetto, and an additional 2,500 remained
outside, living either in the orphanage, a residériome for the elderly, or huts at the Optima
factory!** Once a chocolate factory but now used for produés@rman military uniforms, Optima
was the target of frequent attacks by the Jewisiiting organizations that seized large quantities o
warm clothing and distributed them to Jewish fightunits around Lublin and Biala-Podlaska.

From early morning until late at night on March #ie scene was one of pitiful dejection. Families
with their possessions were in utter confusiorssearossing the streets with their bundles and cart
laden with furniture and other worldly possessidngheir haste to beat the deadline. The scramble
for the best accommodation was frantic. At the ehdhe day, several families found themselves
sharing one apartment, there being no place elge. t
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Figure 45: The Krakow Chemist Tadeusz Pankiewicz witlhis staff 1942

No Aryan was permitted to live in the ghetto; omihe staff and guard of the court and jail were
allowed to remain within, with one exception — gifearmacist Tadeusz Pankiewicz, who lived in the
pharmacy accommodation in Plac Zgody, the heartpanse of the Podgorze ghetfé.From the

moment of the creation of the Jewish Quarter, Ravikz was the owner of the pharmacy Under the
Eagle on Plac Zgody. This was the only one of the pharmacies in Podgorze that was located in
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the ghetto. He was the only Pole who lived and wdrthere without interruption (for two and a half
years) until its ultimate liquidation. From a windan the pharmacy he could look out onto Plac
Zgody, viewing the most horrendous crimes commigtgainst the Jewish population by the occupier.

In March 1941, Schindler returned to Svitavy to beefather, who was now in poor health. Oskar
intended to patch up past differences. To someegedre was successful, and when he left, they
mutually agreed to bury the past and look to theréu

Schindler returned to Krakow and went via MoravsBatrava to see his wife, who was still
occupying their Abwehr apartment. According to Bedl-Kaduri documents, Schindler gave Emilie
an update on his business activities, but made eotion of his relationships with his secretary,
Klonowska, or his German mistress. Mrs. Schindkd tong accepted that her husband could not
hold to their marriage vows. When interviewed ors thoint by the film Director Jon Blair, she
replied:

“He was a man who loved life. He liked all womerauycan fight against one, but not against
ten or a hundred. So you'd better swim with theenrr ... isn’t that true? But it didn’t bother
me at all; you can’t change a man who is like thi.loved women, he loved parties. That
was Oskar, and | knew | would never change hindidi’t want to change hint-*3

In Krakow, Schindler was visited by representatisgéshe Armaments Inspectorate. Emalia was to
take on necessary armaments work. Another blowctin8ler was that all wages to his Jewish
workers would now be terminated and alternativerpted payments would now be paid directly to
the SS. The dues he would pay to the police chiei® the standard SS Main Administrative and
Economic Office fees: seven and a half Reichmaeksdpy for a skilled worker, five Reichmarks
unskilled men and women. These changes took effenediately and affected all the Aryan factory
owners in the General Government. This was a dramiaing point in Schindler’s relations with his
Jewish workers. They were literally dependent an far life and subsistence. Schindler bought food
for them on the black market at very high prices. ddt money on the black market for food — for
equally outrageous prices — by selling large qtiastiof the enamelware that his Jewish workers
produced. There is an irony in this, for it meamattSchindler paid his workers with the profits of
their own labor:*

On the western side of the ghetto, a kilometer fEmalia, were two clothing factories of an Austrian
member of the Nazi Party: Julius Madritsch, andnhdésager, Raymond Titsch. On the ghetto gate at
Podgorze Square was the name of another membée dflazi Party: the Austrian Police Sergeant
Oswald Bousco. Including Schindler, these four mersiof the Nazi Party were to be at the center of
events in the plight and later rescue of the Krakews.
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Chapter Six
Julius Madritsch: Partial Liquidation of the Ghetto

Figure 46: SS guards whipping prisoner (Josef Bau)

“Save us! Abandon us not in our hour of need!”
Julius Madritsch

It is thus that Julius Madritsch opens his volurhenemoirs,People in DistressMadritsch was born
on August 4, 1906, in Vienna, the center of thetfblungarian monarchy of Franz Jo¥ef.

A pacifist by nature, Madritsch was drafted inte 8ehrmacht in 1940, but did his utmost to be
discharged. Madritsch was against the Nazi raaidicies, which he witnessed in the streets of
Vienna. He saw his opportunity to escape the Webhnmahen his organizational talents were
recognized. He was invited by the war recruitingigoto move to the Gener@overnment and
become a purchasing agent for the Wehrmddatwas subsequently appointed a Trust Administrato
of two textile plants in Krakow:®

One of Madritsch’s eager and ardent accomplices Reagmond Titsch, who was to become the
lynchpin between many of the anti-Nazi conspiratorsKrakow. As the traveling manager for
Madritsch, he visited Bochnia and Tarnow to enslia¢ their Jewish workers were cared for. He kept
diaries and took photographs of the Nazi oppressitich were important evidence after the War.

New edicts were announced with monotonous reguladews were only allowed to work in
armament industries and even this was to be sbort.tThe Jews were to be replaced by Aryan
workers shortly thereafter. It was this edict thabught together Schindler and Madritsch at a
conference with the Judenrat labor office to disdhe implications?®

Unknown to both Madritsch and Schindler, anothenfe@®nce had taken place. This conference
lasted only 90 minutes, but those 90 minutes sahledate of European Jewry! Reinhardt Heydrich,
chief of the Gestapo, invited 15 German officisdpresenting various government departments to
meet for lunch in a pleasant lakeside suburb ofiBe@hat was to become known as the Wannsee
Conference took place on January 20, 1942. ltsgsarpvas to coordinate solutions for the various
problems related to the Final Solution of the Jawigiestion. Dr. Hans Frank had sent two
representatives to the conference: Under-SecrdbaryBuhler and Commanding Officer of the
Security Police, SS-Standartenfiihber Karl Schongarth’®

By 1942, the drain on German manpower became de acwl the need for armaments so great that
second thoughts had to be given to the ongoing eglad¢ slaughter of the Jews. In February,
Himmler presented a plan to Hitler and to Albere&p the newly-appointed minister for armaments
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and munitions. Himmler’'s proposal was to build ameat plants inside the concentration camps and
put able-bodied inmates to work on armament prooiicPropaganda Minister Goebbels recorded
the following in his diary for March 27, 1942:

“The Jews in the General Governmeangé now being evacuated eastward. The procedare is
pretty barbaric one as not much will remain of Je&vs. On the whole it can be said that about
60 percent of them will have to be liquidated wiasrenly about 40 percent can be used for
forced labor.**°

A new department was created, the Wirtschafts uretwsltungshauptamt (Economic and
Administrative Main Office), or WVHA, to deal witbconomic problems of the ReitH At the same
time, all the camp commanders were told that tmpleyment must be in the true meaning of the
word “exhaustive,” in order to obtain the greatestasure of performancg.

Himmler had an obsession about being fiddled withhis SS camp commanders. In response to a
memorandum from General von Ginant, dated Octop£842, he points out in Paragraph One:

“I have issued instructions, however, that ruthletsps are taken against all those who
consider they should oppose this move in the atllégeerest of armament needs, but who, in
reality, only seek to support the Jews and thein businesses.”

From around the beginning of 1942, the demand f@mpower from any source was now
overwhelming. No German establishment had to becedeinto taking labor. On the contrary, the
firms had to use their influence and persuasiogeball the help possible. The private companies
poured millions of Marks into the coffers of the &8 the privilege of using camp prisoners. An
elaborate accounting system was set up to be batghte companies paid the SS for every hour of
skilled or unskilled labor and that deductions thee food provided by the companies did not exceed
the maximum allowed. The inmates, of course, rexkiothing. They remained under the control of
the SS but also under the immediate supervisioth@fcompanies that used them. The companies
were required to see to it that adequate securnipngements, such as auxiliary guards and barbed
wire enclosures, eliminated all possibility of gseaThese new regulations, of course, were mainly
directed at the Farbens, Krupps, and SiemensThelikes of the Schindlers and Madritsches were
insignificant by comparison, but no less supervisgthe SS.

The effects of what had been decided at Wannsee seem being felt in the Krakow ghetto. The OD
was being reshaped, re-equipped with new-styleotmi, and strengthened with collaborating Jews
of the ghetto. One appointment was that of SymghieaSwho had been a glazier before the war, but
was now the head of the Jewish police. Spira, ahndlespised individual, seemed to relish his close
association with the Nazis. Spira took his ordess from the Judenrat but from Untersturmfiihrer
Brand and the Gestapd.He even organized his own political section, whishs used with
devastating effects to the advantage of thé>SS.
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Figure 47: Jewish Police in the Krakow Ghetto 19425econd from right Symche Spiré';l55

In June and October 1942, the Nazis carried oup#réal liquidation of the ghetto, an event that
cannot be passed over without some detailed comrDening the last days of May 1942, the ghetto
was surrounded and sealed at night by a strongoartiSonderdienst (Special Police). The Gestapo
and officials of the labor office met in the buiidi of the ZSS (Jewish social self-help). A selectio
began. The Jews lined up, and rapid decisions mede on who was to go and who was to remain in
the ghetto. Within two days the selection was catapl

On the morning of June 2, 1942, the deportaticartest. From then on, a familiar scene in the ghett®
the sight of the Jewish policemen, led by SS stoowpers, bringing the Jews from their homes to the
gathering point in the Optima yard, and from theréhe freight train station at Prokocim. The fistoe
expelled were the old people, women, and younglreml Most of them were sent to Bat and gassed,
but hundreds were murdered on the Way.

To give some idea of the catastrophe which was lénguthe European Jews, | made an in-depth
survey of the numbers deported to thezBetdeath camp for the period of its operation: Marc
through December 1942: Table 4 for June 1942, shoglow, includes the 10,000 Jews deported
from Schindler's Krakow ghetto and 11,500 Jews degofrom Madritsch’s Tarnow ghettt) The
numbers for the month of June were low becausdirigrototype experimental gas chambers were
demolished and replaced with a building twice ttae,sdoubling the capacity to six gas chambers
capable of killing 3,000 Jews in just one operati®ae a similar chart for October 1942 in Chapter
Seven of the murderous activity occurring in thenaaf National Socialism.

Town Deported Numbers
13 Czortkow June 6 1100
14 Kolomyja June 21 3000
15 Gwozdziec June 1-4
16 Kosow
17 Kuty
18 Obertyn
19 Zablotow
20 Kopyczynce 1100
21 Krakow June 1-8 10006
22 Lviv June 24-26 5080
23 Niemirow June 19 500
24 Olkusz June 11-19 3000
25 Tarnow June 11-18 11500
26 Dabrowa Tarnowska June 11 450

Table 4: Deportations to Betec 1942

The Germans were not satisfied with the number degoThey calculated that many who did not
have stamps on their passes did not report. Duh@gights of June 3-4, 1942, the Gestapo and OD
men made surprise raids into the ghetto — insppgiapers, stopping and searching people in the
streets, and entering hospitals, apartments, angelso This time, several thousand Jews were
marched to the Plac Zgody. The roundup was brutdlraany of the Jews — the old, sick, and the
children — were shot in the streets. This scenavigly portrayed in the Spielberg film and in the
recollections of Tadeusz Pankiewicz.

The president of the Judenrat, Dr. Arter Ahron Rasesig, was summoned to Plac Zgody, where the
SS dismissed him from his position. Rosenzweighdiadamily were immediately deported to Bet.
They did not survivé®

From his pharmacy in Plac Zgody, Tadeusz Pankiewiizhed the partial liquidation of the ghetto.
He gives an eyewitness account of events on thamyef June 4, 1942:

“By the following morning, seven thousand had bemsembled. There they were kept
throughout the hot summer morning, then drivenh® tailway station, and sent off to an
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unknown destination. The roundup was repeated diewiing day, the sixth of June. The
scorching sun was merciless; the heat makes fogarable thirst, dries out the throats. The
crowd was standing and sitting; all waiting, frozesith fright and uncertainty. Armed
Germans arrived, shooting at random into the crollte deportees were driven out of the
square, amid constant screaming of the Germans;lessly.”

The ghetto now had a new commissioner appointethéysermans — David Gutter. Gutter, formerly

a traveling salesman who sold magazines, was newstipreme” in the ghetto and behaved like a
megalomaniac in the execution of his duties on hefidhe Germans. Gutter created a web of Jewish
spies and informants within the ghett.

Both Schindler and Madritsch met with the Judemmathe ghetto to discuss ways of relieving the
employment situation. One of the solutions, thoughty Madritsch, was to employ more Jews per
sewing machine, and to open other factories intdias of Bochnia and Tarnow, giving hope to an
additional 2,000 Jews under the cover of essemtishments contracts. Madritsch’s first priority was
to change the status of his factories to armamtatt®ries, and thus receive the protection, like
Schindler, of the Armament Inspectorate. The Madntenterprises in Krakow-Podgorze had a
capacity of 300 sewing machines and about 800 wsykeost of whom were Jews. His companies in
Bochnia and Tarnow had a similar capacity. In Kiaktwo shifts of Jewish workers marched daily
from the ghetto to their workplace in the Madritseid Schindler factories. For the time being, & th
Jews held their work cards, they were séffe.
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Figure 48: Cyla Bau'’s (wife of Josef Bau) ‘Kennkaré’ 1942

Shortly after the June deportations, a Kinderheimildren's home) was opened by order of the
Germans. At the opening ceremonies, Gutter anchSpere present. It was quite an occasion: new
lies, new swindles, again designed to discourag#avice. Parents going to work could bring their
children, up to the age of 14. Cared for by expegel personnel, the children would be busy with all
kinds of tasks, such as sealing envelopes and ngdéskets. The Kinderheiwas filled every day
with scores of children who entered willingly amshocently. Imagine that all this was done justva fe
weeks before the pre-set date for the murder @hasie children who attended the Kinderh&m.

According to Itzhak Stern, the killing of the chioh in the Kinderheim was the crucial incident that
unsettled Schindler's mind. Schindler changed dgétrand was never the sanig.

At Emalia, production was continuing, but elsewher&rakow there was turmoil and panic. The
seizure of Jews on the streets continued, andptoatsswere leaving daily for the death campzBet
Mrs. Edith Kerner, who worked in the offices of Himawas beside herself, having seen 14 Emalia
workers seized by the SS in the street and arihjtradded to an annihilation transport leaving the
ghetto for the Prokocim railway station. Among thoseized was Abraham Bankier, Schindler’s
trusted factory managé¥. Spielberg depicts this incorrectly because he sh8tern as the person
taken off the transport. | was disappointed witlhefy@rg’s portrayal of this occurrence, as theee ar
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relatives of Abraham Bankier still living who musave been aghast at this inaccuracy. For me, the
Spielberg film lost much historical accuracy agsuit.

Mrs. Kerner tried to contact Schindler at all hisolwn haunts. After some hours, she managed to
speak to him. Schindler drove directly to the raimstation. He patrolled the platform, shouting for
Bankier. The wagons had been in the sidings all ttey occupants sealed in with no food or water.
The SS officer in charge relented under pressum fechindler and released Bankier and the other
workers from the transport with a receipt for tHeidies. The Emalia workers had simply forgotten to
go to the Jewish labor office to obtain their nelwebwork permits. Three of the 14 were Szulim
Lesser (68938), Jerzy Reich (69010), and Banki®2g8)'®® In the three stages of the first June
deportations from the ghetto, 7,000 people weresieqh. It was learned later that all the transports
were routed to the extermination camp atzBet There were no survivol&.

To combat further seizures of this nature, bothirgtter and Madritsch made use of their contacts
with the SS, the Jewish labor office, and the ghptilice. Repeatedly, when receiving information
that a roundup and transport were about to takeeplhey kept their workers at the factory under
some obscure pretext, so as not to expose theime t83 Action squad$’

On October 28, 1942, another 5,000 Jews were @dpélbm the ghetto, leaving 14,000 inside. In
December 1942 the Germans ordered the ghetto tiviked into two parts: one for the working
Jews and the other for the unemployed. At the simm® scores of Jewish settlements near Krakow
were wiped out, and refugees who succeeded in iegctp Krakow enlarged the population of the
ghetto. Also arriving daily were the labor unitsthvere to work on the extension of the Plaszow 1
labor camp* The Bejski family, three boys and parents, werérahsported to Bekc. By a quirk of
fate, the Nazis urgently wanted laborers for thidding at Plaszow. The Bejski brothers were talen t
Plaszow, but their parents were gassed irtd®etThe brothers — Moszek (69387) (the Judge),2Jrys
(69384), and lIzrael (69385) — survived with SchéndOne lady who did not survive was Fransica
Dortheimer, the mother of Viktor Dortheimer. To age the turmoil in the city, Mrs. Dortheimer
moved to the small town of Skawina, 30 miles fromakow. Fransica did not escape. In August,
1942, a deportation train coming from Zakopane stdpat Skawina to pick up the Jews (including
Fransica) who had been rounded up the previoust.nigie transport continued on via Krakow,
Tarnow, and Bochnia to B&ic. There were no survivors.

The Armaments Inspectorate visited the Emalia fsgctond told Schindler that he was to switch
production from enamelware to armaments. The altam was closure. The factory was re-tooled to
manufacture shell casings for bazookas.

|

r : Fraad Viktor Dortheimer 194
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Chapter Seven
Krakow’s Jews Deported to Betec

Figure 50: SS Guards in Betec 1942

Final Solution: Number of Victims

Of the estimated six million Jews murdered in th@ddaust, the death camps account for about 1.7
million. This reassessment focuses on the Jews deported vittnm the General Government,
incorporating the Districts of Galicia and the eows of Lublin, from which the Jews were
transported to Bekc, Sobibor, and Treblinka between March 1942 actolier 1943.

One of the most fundamental and controversial ssoethe history of the death camps is the
imprecise number of its victims. The exact numlodrdews who were killed in Batc will never be
fully established because decisions and factsimglab the extermination were rarely committed to
paper. History has not been helped by the obliteraif all traces of the B&tc camp in 1943 and, in
addition, standing orders for destruction of eviclefrom the Reichsfuihrer SS.

The catchment area for deportations tozBetwas extensive. Deportation trains to the campeal
from the towns and villages of Chrzanow and Zywiedhe west, to Tarnopol in the east; from
Schindler's Krakow and Madritsch’s Tarnow and Bdahin the west; to Kolomyja and Stanislawow
in the south; from the environs of Lublin, to citi@f Western Europe. B&c engulfed entire
communities and was the commencement of the finaptr in the 1,000 years of Jewish history in
Europe.

Table 8: October 1942 was at the height of the dapons to the death camp at Bs#. The decision
had been made by the Reichsflihrer SS to extermavatey living Jew within their grasp. A respite
was granted to those Jews (14 - 30 years) who wumeildtilized for labor and they would be held in
concentration camps. | remind the reader that amaiéportations were subjected to a similar fate at
the death camps of Sobibor and Treblinka...and elseavh

Town Deported Numbers
1 Annopol Oct 1-14 2000
2 Belzyce Oct 1-14 3000
3 Bilgoraj Oct 15-31 500
4  Bolechow Oct 15-31 400
5 Bolszowce Oct 26-30 1000
6 Brzezany Oct 10 4000
7 Buczacz Oct 12 1500
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67

Bukaczowice
Bursztyn
Bychawa
Chodorow
Chorostkow
Czortkow
Drohobycz
Boryslaw
Sambor
Dzierkowice
Firlej

Grodek Jagiellons.
Grzymalow
Jablonow
Kamionka Strumil.
Kolomyja
Konskowola
Koropce

Kosow

Krakow

Krasnik
Krasnystaw
Krowica

Kuty

Leczna
Lopatyn
Lubaczow
Lubartow
Lubycza Krolewsk
Modliborzyce
Mosciska

Opole Lubelskie
Mosty Wielkie
Oleszyce

Pistyn

Podhajce
Podwoloczyska
Pomorszany

Radomysl nad San.

Radziechow
Sadowa Wisnia
Sandomierz
Skalat
Shniatyn

Sokal

Stryj
Szczebrzeszyn
Tarnopol
Tartakow
Tluste

Turek
Ulhnow
Urzedow
Witkow Nowy
Zablotow
Zakrzowek
Zamosc
Zawichost
Zbaraz
Zwierzyniec

Oct 26
Oct 10
Oct 11
Oct 18
Oct 19
Oct 3-5
Oct 23-29
Oct 10
Oct 17-22
Oct 1-14
Oct 1-14
Oct 14
Oct 14
Oct 3-13
Oct 28
Oct 3-13
Oct 1-14
Oct 8

Oct 2-13
Oct 28
Oct 15
Oct 16
Oct 15-31
Oct 10
Oct 3-13
Oct 23
Oct 22-23
Oct 10
Oct 1-14
Oct 10
Oct 1-14
Oct 10
Oct 14
Oct 22-24
Oct 10
Oct 3-13
Oct 30
Oct 22-24
Oct 22-24
Oct 29
Oct 22-24
Oct 10
Oct 29
Oct 21-22
Oct 3-13
Oct 22-28
Oct 18
Oct 20-21
Oct 5-7
Oct 22-24
Oct5

Oct

Oct 15-31
Oct 1-14
Oct 22-24
Oct 3-13
Oct 1-14
Oct 15-30
Oct 15-31
Oct 21

300
4000
3000

350

2200

2800
2300
1500
4000

146

317

450

200

Hundreds

500
4500
2000
1000

Hundreds
6000
Hundreds
Thousands
10000
Hundreds
Hundreds
1000

400
2000
4500
1000
2500
2000
3000
1000

Hundreds
Hundreds
1500
1000
Hundreds
Hundreds
1000

500
3230
3000

Hundreds
2500
2000
1000

750

900
1000

Hundreds
1500

500
1000

Hundreds
1176
4000
5000
1000
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Table 8: October 1942

By treating the resettlement transports from thécfaa District to Betec individually, we are able to
establish a clear pattern of deportations througtioai General Government. The calculation method
is, as stated, inhibited by the lack of documeatatielating to transports of Jews deported to the
camp. The only evidence of non-Jews murdered aeBeahentions approximately 1,500 non-Jewish
Poles sent to the camp for execution because pNaut activity or assisting/hiding Jews. In Lvay,
special “operation” was directed against non-Jewistes who were seized in the streets, stores and
public places. A transport consisting entirely @inrdewish Poles was sent to Bst, where they
shared the same fate as their Jewish compatribis.cEcurred on jusine occasion.?

An overview of the deportations for Bet shows that during a matter of selected dayspl=im
geographical pockets of the Jewish community wargeted and transported. For example, we see
Zakopane is followed by Skarwina, Krakow, Tarnowd éBochnia. Office-bound bureaucrats had
devised a coordinated, systematic method of ddgirucThere is one incontrovertible fact: although
we may never know the exact numbers, the tragettyeofenocide is not in dispute.

Schindler Learns about Betec

Only a handful of Jews escaped from et but one of this small humber was a young phasnac
from Krakow, named Bachner. In June 1942, Bachnas wart of a large transport of several
thousand Jews from Krakow destined for the neamsthd camp at Beéc. Against all the odds,
Bachner made good his escape and returned to Kraktedl his tale.

No one knew how he had got back inside the ghettdhe mystery of why he returned to a place
from which the SS would simply send him off on dm®utjourney. But it was, of course, the pull of
the known that brought Bachner home. All the wawiddwowska Street and into the streets behind
Plac Zgody he carried his story. He had seen tia fiorror and was now mad-eyed and his hair had
silvered in his brief absence. All the Krakow Jemiso had been rounded up in early June had been
taken to Betec, a camp situated on the Russian border. Hisuatamntinued: When the trains
arrived at the railway station the people were afrivout by Ukrainians with clubs. There was a
frightful stench about the place, but an SS mankiadly told people that it was due to the use of
disinfectant. The people were lined up in frontwb large warehouses, one marked “Cloak Room”
and the other “Valuables.” The new arrivals weradmto undress and a small Jewish boy passed
among the crowd handing out lengths of string wittich to tie their shoes together. Spectacles and
rings were removed. So, naked, the prisoners heid leads shaved, an SS NCO telling them that
their hair was needed to make something specidUfboat crews. They were assured that it would
grow again, maintaining the myth of their continwseéfulness.

At last the victims were driven down a barbed-wdcegridor to bunkers with a Star of David on the
roof which was labeled “Baths and inhalation.” S8nnmeassured them all the way, telling them to
breathe deeply as it was an excellent means offdetion. Bachner saw a little girl drop a bracelet
the ground, and a boy of three picked it up andtweo the bunker playing with it. They were all
gassed. Afterwards, the camp work Jews were seot disentangle the pyramid of corpses and take
the bodies away for burial.

While waiting in a great enclosure for his turn Baer had become alarmed by the tone of the
reassurances issuing from the SS. He lowered Hiinge the latrine pit where he slept standing for
three days, the human waste up to his neck. Hesdduve of flies, he remained standing, wedged in
the hole for fear of drowning. At last he crawledt @t night and slipped away under the wire,
following the railway line back to KrakowW? Bachner was the only survivor of a transport thed
contained several thousand Krakow Jews.

There is no record of what happened to Bachner hftereturn, but one of the indictments against
Goeth, the commandant of Plaszow camp, was thetisjoof a Bachner family in Plaszow in
194317
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Oskar Schindler knew about Bet. It is inconceivable that he did not know asz8e was the
designated death camp for the environs of KrakokwoAAmon Goeth (the Mad Dog of Lublin) was
part and parcel of Aktion Reinhardt in Lublin. Goatas the planner and instigator of the modus
operandi for clearing the Jewish Ghettos in thelibudnd Galician districts so graphically descritied

the film Schindler’s List. Schindler, on hearing Bachner’s story, went tz@eto verify the details but
was turned back by the SS-guards. Schindler haal rmimber of occasions attempted to penetrate the
security cordon around Bslc but was unable to do so, even with his secal#grance documents.
According to Mrs. Schindler he never got nearen @ small town of Tomaszow-Lubelski, some five
kilometers from the camp.

Personally, or through the use of couriers, Sckinsiént the Jewish Defense Committee in Budapest
information about Betc and the tragic fate of Jews in the General Guowent. Schindler distributed
secret Hebrew letters concerning the situationcmditions in the Plaszow camp, deportations, and
Nazi terror. Oskar Schindler was travelling vergsd to detection and arrest. It is a fact that any
person, high ranking or not, found within the & camp perimeter without authority from the
highest level (Odilo Globcnik at Reinhardt headtgrsr or the Reichsfuhrer SS Himmler) was
summarily shot. Schindler would have been no etkmep

To this day the residents of Bet village are still burdened by the former deatimg, which was the
deadliest and most brutal of all the Nazi killingognds Bekec is the forgotten camp of the
Holocaust and has not been treated extensivelydigrians despite being the blueprint and precursor
to Sobibor and Treblinka. It was Oskar Schindlepvwihought news of what was going on in the east
and alerted the world.

Between March 15 and December 12, 1942, no less308,000 Jewish men, women and children
were murdered by gassing in the extermination canfgetec.
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Chapter Eight
The Mad Dog of Lublin
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Figure 51: SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Amon Leopold Goeth, Paszow 1943

Amon Leopold Goeth was born in Vienna on Decemlerl©08. He was married and divorced twice
—in 1934 and 1944 — and had two children. He stlidigriculture in Vienna until 1928. From 1928
until 1939 he was employed by Verlag fur MilitarduRachliteratura company in Vienna. In 1930,
Goeth joined the NSDAP, and in 1932 he became aheewf the SS. On March 5, 1940, he was
called up by the Wehrmacht with the rank of Untefesbel. He was promoted in succession to SS-
Obersturmfihrer (1940), Untersturmfuhresth the letter ‘F’ [professional officer in warntie]
(1941), and Hauptsturmfuhrer (1944), and was theenmf the Cross of Merit with Swords.

Goeth joined the staff of SS General Odilo Globk@s an inspector of concentration camps, serving
in Cieszyn, Katowice, and Lublin. In February 1948 left Lublin after a conflict with SS Major
Hermann Hofle and was transferred to Krakow witle ttank of SS-Unterscharfuihrer, as the
Commandant of the Plaszow labor camp. Goeth’s mukrakow was from February 11, 1943 until
September 13, 1944,

Goeth arrived in Krakow after February 11, 194wtite commission to liquidate the ghetto and set
up a concentration camp in the Krakow suburb os®ia. While commander of the camp Goeth
became acquainted with Oskar Schindler. The two sfmamed common interests — a life of luxury,

women, and alcohol. Goeth’s influence among thei Mlte was indisputable and Schindler needed
additional army contracts. Goeth was the person pvbeided Schindler with Jewish prisoners from

the camp; he arranged everything Schindler requicedchieve his goals. Schindler managed to
reward Goeth: the corruption prevalent among Ndmiiaistration led to unimaginable opportunities.

Oskar Schindler was well aware of this fact and walle to use it to his (and the Abwehr’'s) own

advantage.

It was clear that Goeth had come with a brief tstrg the remaining Jews of Krakow. To do this,
the Nazis chose a most symbolic site — the newskewemetery on the outskirts of the city, in the
suburbs of Plaszow. Huts were constructed therdesecration of the freshly dug graves and a
fraudulent sign was hung up, reading Arbeitslatpdrar camp).

When the Jews from all the ghettos within the dedldanto the grasp of the SS, the true naturehef t
sign was revealed: concentration camp. In the Indgiy the sparsely wooded camp did not awaken
any special misgivings. The first residential htite kitchen, bakery, latrines, and workshops gkare
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to local needs did not give rise to any great paR&ars, however, very quickly returned. It was
actually a prototype of a concentration camp, waththe infamous facilities meeting the exact
requirements necessary for the mass exterminatitreeenslaved population. The camp led off from
the cemetery, where the road was paved with tombstdrom the desecrated graves. A special
detachment of prisoners ground the magnificent giortes into pebbles and gravel, and a second
group of prisoners pressed the pieces into thé eathe cemetery with the aid of sledgehammers and
hand rollers.

Slowly and in stages, the camp began to occupy modemore space; it expanded, swallowing up
huge chunks of land, homes, and plots until finéByperimeter stretched for about two kilometers.
The camp was built to hold about 10,000 Jews whewlestined to be the raw material for the new
factories at nearby Auschwitz. Towards the end92f3] the number of prisoners in Plaszow grew to
more than 25,000.
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Figure 52: Paving slabs (Josef Bau)

SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Amon Goeth is described hergolgf Bau (69084) as:

“... a hideous and terrible monster who reached #ighh of more than two meters. He set the
fear of death in people, terrified masses, and wttedl for much chattering of teeth. He ran
the camp through extremes of cruelty that are beéyba comprehension of a compassionate
mind, employing tortures which dispatched his widtito hell.

For even the slightest infraction of the ‘rules’wweuld rain blow after blow upon the face of
the helpless offender, and would observe, witts&attion born of sadism, how the cheek of
his victim would swell and turn blue, how the teatbuld fall out and the eyes would fill with
tears.

Anyone who was being whipped by him was forcedaiont — in a loud voice — each stroke of
the whip and if he made a mistake was forced tot staunting over again. During
interrogations, which were conducted in his offine,would set the dog on the accused that
was strung by his legs from a specially placed hioothe ceiling. In the event of an escape
from the camp, he would order the entire group faehich the escapee had come to form a
row, would give the order to count ten, and woulmhself, kill every tenth person. At one
morning parade, in the presence of all the prisgriee shot a Jew because, as he complained,
the man was too tall. Then, as the man lay dyiegutinated on him. Once he caught a boy
who was sick with diarrhea and was unable to reshimself. Goeth forced him to eat all the
excrement and then shot hil{®

Women prisoners were not exempted, as Gena Tuegelibes:
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“My sister Hela was in a group of women sittingedking tombstones into tiny pieces for
building roads. Another older woman was workinghwitela, when Goeth appeared and told
the older woman she was not doing it right. Godtbmsed her how to do it. When the older
woman returned to her work, Goeth shot her.

The first thing in the morning was that Goeth wouldlk over to the men’s side. It was so
quiet; you could have heard a fly buzzing. The aphere was tense and full of fear. | could
hear the echo of Goeth’s shouting, and the growtihgdogs. Goeth would appear with his
bodyguard. Goeth walked slowly staring at each fnaturn. He would say, “You haven't
shaveg?today,” and shoot the man down; or to anptileu look too clever” and shoot him
down:

To emphasize the brutality of Goeth, outlined beboe many of the incidents that formed the basis of
the indictments against him when he was finallrigmed before the military court in Krakow shortly
after the war. The record also shows his compligiithin the corruption of the Plaszow camp. The
archived material on Goeth is substantial, andstlection is based on record cards which contain
factual accounts of incidents relating to Goeth levhine was Commandant of the Plaszow
concentration camp. All the incidents are suppoittgdevidence obtained during the course of
Goeth’s interrogation — first, by the SS during ter, and second, by post-war investigations ifgo h
conduct. This evidence formed the basis of thectnaints against Goeth in the Polish courts afeer th

war:

n

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

In February 1943, he shot four Jews in KL Plaszdwi06)
He shot the Jew Szab in the camp. (1/219)

Goeth did not obtain a receipt from the Jewish gdayger, Ladner, for gold found on the
corpses, which was contrary to regulations. (39428dner was on special duty for the
CommandantWhether the gold came from a Jew or not, he hapdepgerty to Goeth, who
should have signed for it. The SS accountants wehtéess about non-compliance. Goeth just
pocketed the goods. In Nazi Germany you couldJaWvs, but stealing their property, which
was the property of the Reich, meant a death semtéviany SS officers were shot, not for
abusing or killing Jews, but for stealing their peaty, an offense against tRarty.]

On March 14, 1942, he was present at the execafiBA0 Jews in KL Plaszow. (774/84)

On March 13, 1943, he supervised the exterminatbnthe Krakow ghetto, and, to
acknowledge his contribution, he was promoted tarks (from SS-Untersturmfuhrer to SS-
Hauptsturmfuhrer). Goeth claimed that he was nesgmt in the ghetto on March 13, 1943.
(2586/52)

Goeth organized a range of workshops in the campstoprisoners as slave laborers. He
started full-blood horse breeding and a stock fdrengave pompous parties for high-ranking
SS officials; he organized a brothel for the camards and personally selected good-looking
Polish girls from the assembly ground. (968/3)

He organized a brothel in the SS barrack 173. @83/

He claimed that the camp in Plaszow was self-gefii¢c had its own farm with vegetables,
cows, and pigs. (2586/50)

In the summer of 1944, in his presence, 70 par&sthnd nine Jewesses were shot.
(774/156)

On September 3, 1943, he took small children witithrars on a transport from Plaszow to
the Tarnow ghetto and shot them. (774/)

In February, 1943, he shot Sonnenschein, Spielmand, Schwed in the Plaszow camp.
(954/1)

In February, 1943, he shot four people from thes&al family in Plaszow: Dr. Shtermer and
three people from the Bachner family. (967/6)

Goeth shot all the sick, the doctors, and the warkeom the Jewish hospital; he shot
Schoenfeld, Fleiss, Sonnenschein, and Ferber.Xp71/

Goeth personally chose dates of selections and\dspd them. (774/162)
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15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.

28.
29.

30.

31.
32.
33.

34.

35.
36.

37.

38.

39.

Without authorization, he extended the imprisonnuémtrisoners in the camp. (774/125)

In September, 1943, he shot Inberg for slow pregadsbuilding work supervised by him.
(774/109)

Inberg (proxy of Bonarek’s brick yard) was shot farors during the allocation of labor.
(2586/30)

From September 1943 to February 1944, he supertigetiquidation of the Szebnie camp.
On September 2, 1943, he personally selected peopliee Tarnow ghetto for transport.
(774/134)

On September 13, 1943, he supervised the liquidathh the Tarnow ghetto. He
misappropriated property of the Tarnow Jews. Orte3eper 13, 1944, he was arrested by the
SS and Polizeigericht V1 in Krakow for large sdadeid. (2586/32-980/3)

Goeth was also interrogated by the Sicherheitspiolar giving information to the engineer
Grunberg about the liquidation of the Krakow ghe(&b86/119)

Grunberg, a German Aryan, was sympathetic to thes Jnd was closely associated with
Stern, Pemper, and Schindler. He passed the infiomman to Schindler who, in turn, warned
the ghetto leaders. Goeth arranged the escapezafditaborating Jews Chilowicz and his
wife. He informed Koppe about a planned riot in t@np and received approval for the
liquidation of Chilowicz and his wife as leaderstbé planned riot. They knew too much
about Goeth. (2586/32)

He beat the prisoner Olmer with a riding whip, tiséot him.

During the liquidation of the Krakow ghetto, he shbout 50 children.

He shot his Jewish maidservant in order to destayence of “racial disgrace.”
He shot his orderly because he gave him the wrongeho ride.

On March 14, 1942, he was a participant in the atk@c of 300 people in the camp’s
limestone quarry. (774/84)

On August 3, 1943, on his order, a 16-year-old hayed Haubenstock was hanged for
singing a Russian song.
The engineer Krautwirth was hanged for making contsiabout camp guards. (2586/33)

According to Goeth, both Haubenstock and Krautwisttre hanged because they incited
mutiny amongst the Ukrainian guards. (2586/%3)

On March 29, 1943, Goeth interrogated and tortérashkl and Lieberman after their attempt
to meet their families in Julag. (774/158)

There was a similar incident with a German Jew44140)
In 1942, Goeth was a participant in the extermamatif the Rzeszow ghetto. (972/6)

During the liquidation of the Tarnow Ghetto, he tshairl who asked him for a transfer to a
different working group to be together with hemiié. (774/134)

In March, 1943, Goeth murdered Kapo HirschbergNaivember, 1943, he murdered Kapos
Penner and Scheinfeld. He also ordered the kiblinQdeman Bloch and ten prisoners.

In May, 1943, he ordered the killing of Kapo Beim.

In the summer of the same year, he ordered thimgithf 16 people working in the firm
Kabel. (2586/33)

Under the leadership of Hasse, he prepared thes gtanthe extermination of ghettos in
Tarnow, Bochnia, Rzeszow, and Przemysl. (2586/29)

On September 3, 1943, during the liquidation of Tra@now ghetto, he shot the wife of
Chaski Klappholz and a number of other peoplepiticlg all the children. (2586/3%)

On September 13, 1944, after his arrest by theh8Syas accused of allowing prisoners of
Jewish nationality (Mietek Pemper) to inspect peasoecords of camp officers. (2586/71)

Viktor Dortheimer :
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“It was May, 1943; there were about 50 of us in f@nters’ barracks in Plaszow. Goeth
arrived and asked how many prisoners were pregenber replied 50 or 51. Goeth shouted,
‘Are there 50 or 517’ Kapo Ferber said that maybe load gone to the toilet. Goeth pulled his
pistol and shot Ferber in front of me. He was daafdre he hit the ground.”
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Figure 53: Viktor Dortheimer (left) and Josef Bau
Israel 1995

At the rear of the women’s barracks was the deiith @ vast open grave measuring 20 meters long, 6
meters wide, and 3 meters deep. All those who wreeuted by the SS or who died by other means
were dumped unceremoniously into the pit and &efot. Those prisoners brought to the pit by the SS
for execution were shot at the edge of the pit anith the momentum of a bullet in the nape of the
neck, would tumble in, to be covered by a shovedfuime.

Schindler and Goeth

Schindler met Amon Goeth at the newly constructeth@andant’s villaRotes HaugRed Villa),
occupied by Goeth and his mistress, Ruth Kaldeis fiormal dinner party was attended by all the
bosses of the establishment, the armaments andysfgmpories, security and police chiefs — the
establishment of the New Order. Schindler was themause of his persona and reputation for giving
charitable gifts. He was also there doing his datyCanaris'®

Emilie Schindler remembers her first meeting withe:

“He was the most despicable person | ever methiagghrenic: one side was that of a refined
Viennese gentleman, and the other was dedicateirtrizing the Jews under his jurisdiction.
He was two meters tall, with feminine hips, darkrhand fleshy lips. | remember him as
being thin, not overweight as in the film. Whilsewate, Goeth drank incessantly and Oskar
began to follow the rhythm. Before knowing the Nsaciety, he hardly drank (contrary to all
the evidence), but now | was afraid he would becamalcoholic. During the day, he [Goeth]
would kill for the sake of killing. In the evenirige could criticize the pitch of any one note in
a piece of classical musi¢®

In early January, 1943, Schindler astutely readsthetion that the Jews were destined for disaster
Many of his workers had been taken to the Plasaberl camp, which entailed a daily march from
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the camp to the Emalia works, escorted by the Wiaai guards. Schindler bought a plot of land

adjacent to his factory from a young Polish couflérough his contacts with the Armaments

Inspectorate, he acquired the necessary permissibuoild barracks within the Emalia complex. He

then applied to the SS offices at 2 Pomorska Stkeakow, for planning permission to construct the

barracks in accordance with the known regulati&ite. meetings were called and final approval came
from the SS bureaucracy and from Amon Goeth for rélease of the Plaszow prisoners to the
Schindler factory barracks.

Approximately 900 Jews worked for Schindler in 194Bese workers came to Emalia from the
Plaszow camp without the typical prisoner convogdar SS guard. Schindler was able to convince
Goeth to allow him to set up a sub-camp next tdddsory in Zablocie. The camp was established on
May 8, 1943, under the command of Albert Hujar, flbed Behr and Edmund Zdrojewski. By May
22 1942, a total of 66 Jews were living in the cathpee days later this number had risen to 558. A
total of 11 quarters were located in the camp -esder prisoners, the camp kitchen, infirmary, and
guarters for SS guards and the Jewish police units.

The Emalia factory grew continuously, as did thenbar of workers employed. In 1942 a total of 550
people worked at Emalia; this figure was by no msetire final count. Upon request from Jews
themselves, Schindler set up a “rest area” for exwlkadjacent to the workshops in 1942. Guard
services in the sub-camp were performed by Ukragiand “Werkschutz” — factory guards. Peretz
Selinger became the head of the camp. Order ueits harged with registering prisoners when they
arrived for work and for inspections on their rettff

A distinct advantage to the SS was that they wawdonger have to supply daily escorts for the
prisoners who were traveling some three kilomedeiky from the Plaszow camp. Instead, the Jewish
labor force would be within 50 meters of Schindiestrmament production factory. Goeth supported
Schindler’'s plans and facilitated the project bp@ving experts from the Plaszow camp to work on
the construction of the barracks. Adam Guard (69545/oung engineer, was transferred by Goeth
from Plaszow to the new building project at the iBdler works!® In the new Schindler barracks,
kitchens, a laundry and even showers were installedse new facilities were questioned by the SS,
but Schindler just mentioned the control of typhuod lice to end any argument.

It cannot be repeated too often that his factogalbee a haven for Jews, a haven in which Schindler
sheltered many who were old and weak, and, thexgiioefficient workers. It is important to keepghi
fact in mind when one hears the charge that Sotitsdkelf-interest was most important when he
built his sub-camp. Without a doubt, there is sdm#h in this. By saving his workers from daily
harassment and torture, he increased their effigiand the output of his factory and profits. Busi
equally evident that his compassion often outweighis profit motive. Schindler took advantage of
the rivalries between the Armaments Inspectordte, Gestapo, and the SS, since he knew the
Armaments Inspectorate was likely to support amese that would add to the difficulties of the SS.
It is not hard to imagine the pleasure and seng®wEr he got from playing various Nazi instituon
and officials against each other. Schindler madedgase of his contacts within the Armaments
Inspectorate throughout the war, thereby acquithng reputation of an industrialist interested in
producing weapons required by the army. The resfulthis reputation was that he was able to
increase the leeway he needed to pursue othergrgpS8imilarly, the more invaluable his reputation
made him, the more help and protection he couler ¢fis workers and other Jews outside the camp.

This episode did not come cheaply to Schindler.liérichindler recalled:

“My husband built the barracks under SS supervistdoeth, of course, arranged the transfer
of labor from Plaszow, but it was all based on raghiand paying him. That was done with
diamonds, presents, and other things, as monepdadlue.**®

From a report Schindler wrote in July, 1945 to Ball-Kaduri, we are able to grasp the turmoil
confronting him:

“Because of the persecution of the Jews in the &lodl Poland, the elimination of their
earning capacity, the liquidation of the ghettasgd dhe opening of concentration camps in
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1942, | had to make a decision — either do withoutJewish workforce or leave them to their
fate, as did 99 percent of Krakow businesses whplayad Jews; or to build a private,
respectable company facility and encamp all my Sewvorkers there. My attitude towards
the Jewish workforce helped me overcome the thneajedifficulties that confronted me. In
only a few days we were able to erect and buildraw camp. This saved hundreds of Jews
from deportation. |, myself, resided near the cadgws came from neighboring camps, i.e.
NKF, a cooling and air parts factory called Hodenmmathe Krakow crate company Renst
Kuhnpast, and the barracks of the army garrisonirgdiration, also the engineering works,
Chmielevski. Thus, | saved another 450 Jews fropodation. | am proud to say that it was
through my initiative that these Jews remained yrmvork camp. With no fear on my behalf, |
conducted all the negotiations regarding the Javesttly with the governing body of the SS.
The establishment of my work camp had to be findretirely out of my own funds. It was
enough for the SS if their safety regulations waabkered to**’

At one time | was dubious about the credibilityhig statements. | am becoming persuaded that they
must receive due credit as the Schindler storynbasunfolded. Corroboration of his activities comes
from independent sources, by Estera Pinkas (7689@).eopold Dagen (69434), whose accounts of
the new barracks were reported to the French Mjligolice on their flight to the Allies after theaw
Affidavits from these two witnesses plus a numbkwthers are in the archives at Yad Vashem.
Estera Pinkas (the wife of Richard Rechen) wasvige/ied in Haifa in 1995. The Dagen affidavit not
only corroborates Pincas but refers to Schindlé&rioig the same protection to his 600 free Polish
workers who were in constant danger of labor trartsp Dagen refers to Schindler having to go to
the SS to rescue his Polish workers who had beeed®ff the streets. This is significant when
assessing the motives of Schindler.
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Figure 54: Plaszow Camp as drawn by Josef Bau
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Figure 55: Legend: Plaszow Camp
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Chapter Nine
Destruction of the Ghetto

Figure 56: Amon Goeth, Plaszow 1943

The ghetto in Podgorze existed until March 13, 164B the final “Action,” the SS, with the help of
Ukrainian volunteers, brought to an end the Jewmmmunity of Krakow, known also as “Kehila
Kedosha Kruke” — the holy community of Krakow. Orily famous synagogues, the Alte Schul, the
Remu synagogue, the synagogue of Rabbi Isaac batspare preserved to this day.

The population of the ghetto decreased each dayo#tl daily, transports were sent to the camp in
Plaszow. They started billeting people who workedtle barracks in Plaszow and also those who
were employed in many other shops, offices, andofess beyond the ghetto area — such as
Schindler’'s Emalia, the airport and cable workshaip§lontelupich, the clothing manufacturing firm
of Madritsch (Podgorze’s Main Square 2), Deutschstihgsfabrik in Zablocie, and the brick factory
in Bonarka. Jews were billeted in only a few placHse others were brought to work under close
guard from the camp and were returned to the canfplaszow after completing their work. Long
columns of people could be seen, wretched and diplsgsically and mentally, filing slowly through
the streets of the former ghetto.

The first doctor from the Krakow ghetto who wastdenthe Plaszow camp was Dr. Leon Gross. He
later became chief camp doctor, elevated to thaitipo because he was the first one who came to
Plaszow;* and he was used by the Nazis for selections ircaingp. Dr. Gross and his stepson were
on the Schindler list that left Plaszow for Brutmlvia Gross-Rosen. All fathers and children were
later transferred from Briinnlitz to Auschwitz indal944. Much against his will, Dr. Gross was again
used by the Nazis for selections. Dr. Gross andteisson survived the war. On direct orders froen th
Reichsfuhrer SS, the destruction of the ghetto wagied out under the command of SS-
Obergruppenfihrer Friedrich Wilhelm Kriger, Commanaf the Police and SS Forces in the
General Government. Kriiger was assisted by AmorirGoed SS-Sturmbannfihrer Willy Hasge.

The Nazis had prepared the ground beforehand. wember 1942, Jewish work detdilswere
employed, building barracks for the new extensimdulag 1. The area to be extended was between
Abraham and Jerozolimska streets, where two Jew&sheteries belonging to the Krakow and
Podgorze communities were situated. Both cemetesges completely destroyed during the course of
leveling the ground. The newer cemetery on Miod@teeet was devastated. Here the tombs and
tombstones were overturned and broken, granitenzartble monuments were torn out. Large black
marble slabs were prepared for export, becausevikrey needed for paving the walks leading to the
villas of German dignitaries; two more remote caaries were totally destroyed. Only one solitary
headstone remains standing on the site, the hemdsefaChaim Jacob Abrahamer, who died on May
25, 1932%

At the beginning of 1943, the ghetto was dividedabywooden fence and barbed wire into two parts:
Ghetto A for those who were working and Ghetto Btfmse who were not working. In Plaszow there

76



were now three camps fully equipped for the intehideéake of prisoners: Julag | in Plaszow, Julag Il
in Prokocim, and Julag Il in Biezanow. Julag ke timain camp under the command of Amon Goeth,
was to be used exclusively for Jews. The Jews wied in Ghetto A were rounded up and paraded
on Plac Zgody, where the selections began. Thewesa separated from the women and children.
The children were separated from the women, with absurance from the SS that they would be
taken to a special barracks in the Plaszow Kinderhglany of these mothers did not trust the SS and
were unwilling to leave their children alone. Takitmeir children, they would cross from Ghetto A to
Ghetto B. Their survival was not calculated to R4thours. Transfer from the good to the bad was
allowed — i.e., from A to B, but movement from BAowas forbidden. Spielberg gives us a graphic
account (I believe taken from the Pankiewicz doautai#on) of the liquidation of the Krakow ghetto,
the brutality and the fear, the hopelessness asgaile the surrender of the weak against the full
might of the battle-tested SS.

Under the directions of SS-Obergruppenfihrer Scherthe gates of Ghetto A were opened, and in

columns of four-abreast, the Jews designated fszBlv were marched out of the ghetto and headed
to the Plaszow camp. The preliminaries were coragldtate in the afternoon, the last inhabitants of

Ghetto A departed, with the exception of the ODit&u and a few members of the Judenrat, who

were ordered to stay until the liquidation of theetjo was complete.

During the evacuation of Ghetto A, many peopledttie escape, but were shot on the spot and left
lying in the road. Others had devised clever esaapthods by lifting off the covers to the main
sewers that crossed under the streets of Podgeoedisappearing into the stinking waste and
crawling to the outlet on the Vistula. This was hbw Julian Aleksandrowicz escaped with his wife
and small sor®® There were two main escapes into the sewers: ot gunction of Jozefinska and
Krakusa streets, and the other at the crossingzaffihska and Wegierska streets. Many escaped this
way until the SS discovered this route, waitechatdutlets, and shot the escapees.

Now it was the turn of Ghetto B. At dawn on March, the Sonderdienst (auxiliary police units)
composed of Lithuanians, Latvians, Ukrainians, tnedBlue Police, surrounded the ghetto. People in
the ghetto were running in all directions in abs®lpanic. Shouting, crying people were loaded down
with possessions looking for a sanctuary whereethas none. Then, there was utter silence and all
those in the area froze, their eyes turned towdatgowa Street. Dressed in a black leather coat,
holding a riding crop in one hand and a short aatanrifle in the other, accompanied by two large
dogs (Rolph and Ralph), and surrounded by his pafsbodyguards, stood Amon Goeth. Other
dignitaries arrived and selected their favoritbgjrtinformants, and selected personnel who wete no
to be subjected to the upcoming liquidati&h.

g T S

Figure 57: Jews marching five abreast in Plaszow %3

Following are contemporary accounts of this daydelsz Pankiewicz notes from his observation
post only meters from the Action:
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“Ghetto A had been completely liquidated; all clas®d distant friends were gone. People
were moving like lunatics in corridors, cellarsdaattics of the buildings in Plac Zgody. There
were the old, carrying religious books and rituttir@a under their arms. Children were
wandering on their own, holding one another’s hafidey sat down on asphalt in utmost
composure. They were laughing. And the throng weallsg; the square was getting more
and more crowded. And now the SS and Sonderdieritg anter the gate on Plac Zgody.
Helmeted, fully armed, the sons of Herrenvolk (reasace) draw up in a double line. And
again the scenes in front of our windows are simitathose already seen; but now the
butchery expands in ever widening circles. It loaksif the Germans wanted to choke with
blood to satisfy their hunger for it. Everyone ®sting; everyone who wants, everyone who
is willing.

| saw how the OD man Immerglick led his own moths.a token of recognition for his
dedicated service in the OD, he was permitted tompany his mother. He covered her with
a blanket, gave her last directions for the jourrawybraced her, and smoothed her hair. The
farewell — a long, suffering, unending kiss, the@’sdearful eyes and the infinite terror in his
mother’s face. When he left the square walking Blpghe stood with her arms outstretched.
The Germans stood nearby, but somehow this tineg,did not laugh. Several hours later, the
son was stripping off his mother’s clothes and iedrher still warm corpse to the platform
where the murdered were collected. Thus, she wesifeom deportation.

Deathlike silence lies heavily on the empty strestsl houses of the ghetto. Emptiness
breathes from every corner, every street, and eheeghold. The ghetto ceased to exist?>”

Victor Dortheimer (69124):

“On March 13, 1943, when the ghetto was liquidateslas selected for labor and taken to the
Plaszow labor camp. | was ordered to join a détaillig mass graves. The next day, at 10
a.m., flat topped wagons loaded with corpses andreal with tree branches started to arrive.
We buried thousands that day. All the Jews lethim ghetto had been shot. My father joined
me in Plaszow, and he was put to work in the s&abfé

Victor was 24 years old.

Solomon Urbach (69427):

“On the night of March 12/13, 1943, | was workingthe Emalia factory. Schindler told us

not to return to the ghetto. He told us that thees trouble in the ghetto. The ghetto was
liquidated, together with my family, my parents,otwisters, and two brothers. One brother
was shot down as he crossed from one line to ancdthe rest of the family’s fate is unknown

to me, but | suspect they went to Auschwit?.”

Solomon was 17 years old.

Moshe Pantirer (69040):

“Goeth himself, together with the SS, were in clear@hildren and sick people were shot on
the spot and the bodies were brought up in flatksunto our camp in Plaszow. | myself, with
a group of other boys, had to unload the corpsesnk case we asked a German to give a
‘kindness’ shot to a young kid who was still alivehe German told us it was a shame to
waste a bullet on a Jew. We had to pour gasolime the bodies and keep burning them. My
father and mother, my younger sister and youngeshér were all split up. The Germans put
the men to one side and the women and childremather side. My father decided not to be
separated. My mother was holding a child in herdhand my father was holding a child by
the hand, and the SS shot him on the spot. | kinawvfor a fact. A few days later people who
withessed this told me and said that my father av&gro, and that’s the insanity of it. That
we, the innocent, felt guilty for what the murderelid to us.**®

Moshe was 17 years old.
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Young children were led by the hand by the SS at@ioorner and lined up, one in front of the other.
With a single rifle shot several children were ddgllwith the one shot — a scene that was graphically
displayed in Spielberg’s film.

Elsewhere in the ghetto on that morning, 3,000 jeere rounded up for deportation. Even before the
trains could leave for Birkenau, several hundredlbohildren were shot in the entrance to one ef th
houses, and several hundred old people were shbeistreets. The sick were also killed. When the
Gestapo entered the hospital, an officer orderedZipgmunt Fischer to abandon his patients. He
refused to do so and was shot, together with his amd child. The patients were then killed in the
wards. Also murdered were doctors Blau, Bruno, Ralkih. Dr. Wladislaw Sztencel was murdered in
Plaszow and Dr. Stanislaw Eibeschutz had been tigpdn one of the transports to Bet. Two
women doctors, well-known in Krakow, were transéerito the camp in Szebniach: Dr. Paulina
Wasserberger and her sister, Dr. Door. They wetle kitled in the liquidation of that camp. Dr. R.
Glassner perished in the camp at the airport.

From his observation post, the ghetto pharmacisgdelisz Pankiewicz saw other SS officers
personally known to him: W. Kunde, K. Olde, Heifxi&. Heinemayer (chief of the political division
of the Gestapo and his deputy, specialist SIPO BQeand, of course, Goeth’s personal bodyguard,
Oberscharfiihrer Albert Hujar, who was personallgpomsible for shooting all the patients in the
main hospital at Jozefinska Street. Pankiewicz dydtidujar was running amok like a rabid animal
through the entire building, leaving a trail of dtband corpses; he shot the guard at the gatehand t
dog cowering in the dog house.”

Many of the Jews committed suicide, mostly withriga. At first, getting a supply of the poison was
difficult. Later, a source was found: the lamp éagtof Wachson Lwowska Street used cyanide in
the manufacture of their products. People were @bébtain the poison there which was coveted as a
priceless treasure. Entire families always cartti@dth them in small bottles just, as the sayimgs,

in case’®

For three days it was carnage on the streets ofgtietto. There were sad hearts and an air of
depression everywhere. There was not one personwsbaot affected by the events in the ghetto.
Schindler had witnessed the carnage from the vanpagnt of Krzemionki Hill overlooking the
ghetto.

In another incident during the liquidation of thketfo, Julius Madritsch was hard at work in his
clothing factory within the ghetto. As an SS sulzsig factory manager, he was obliged to issue his
workers with identity papers. While finalizing tleepapers, he received terrible news. All the small
Jewish children were to be resettled. Madritscintfcally wrestled with himself. How could he at
least save the children of his workeéf8?

Oswald Bouscd)* a German-Czech, had joined the SS when in Viebnuhe was now Lieutenant
Bousco, assistant to the German police commandBodgorze. He was well-known and respected
by the Jews in the ghetto. Bousco came to Madritsdiis greatest hour of need. Bousco, Madritsch,
Schindler, and Titsch smuggled men, women, anddiehil out of the ghetto, to the safety of the
Madritsch factory. In order to do this, Bousco hadiope some of the smaller children with luminal
and codeine which he had obtained from Pankiewtlog, Podgorze chemist, and put the small
children into rucksacks. With the help of the otbenspirators, he smuggled them out of the ghetto t
safety on the Aryan side. Many Poles came forwardelp in this rescue. Olek Rosner, the six-year-
old son of Henry Rosner (69261) [Goeth’s music mik@s one of these childréff.

Even soldiers of the Wehrmacht were appalled abthtality of the ghetto liquidation. Some of these
Wehrmacht soldiers assisted in spiriting away woraeda children to the Tarnow ghetto, away from
the dangef® The full might of the Third Reich bore down on amarmed and defenseless people
with no sign or suggestion of retaliation by forok arms. These were the heroes of National
Socialism, the SS. It was a massacre.

“How much longer will we go as sheep to the slaaghtWhy do we keep quiet? Why is there no call
for escape to the forest$?"asked Emanuel Ringelblum in a speech he gavednlmie, 1942, to the
head of the Jewish Social Relief Organization inr§&ev. This is the one central question that has
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been intensely on the minds of many. Pankiewicz masexception and gives us his simple and
logical explanation:

“I was frequently asked, in the company of my Rok&quaintances, whether the Jews were
so oblivious that they could not realize what wastore for them. Why, knowing that they
were to be deported and would be killed, did thelgetthese things with them? [Pankiewicz
was referring to the bundles, packages, beddind, rerusehold items which the Jews took
with them on the transports, knowing they were gdmtheir deaths.] Why didn't they resist
in self-defense? Why did they let themselves bealledlely like sheep to the slaughter? Such
guestions could only be asked by people who weteye-witnesses to these events, whose
information was received obliquely and not quitenptetely.

Anyone who did not see first-hand the awesome hawald not understand or grasp the dire
circumstances that plagued these people. They awtidathom the perfidious lies which
misled them the day before their dedftmy questioners could spend even a few hours in
the funereal atmosphere in which these “Actions” tok place they would understand.
Every few steps someone was killed, beaten, hummiliaand tortured. If one could look
behind the scenes of these crimes and see thetdops, observe the means they used to
instill fear and terror, cruelly shooting, and deoey the ‘resettled’ with a hope that they
would live; if the inquirers knew about the threafsrevenge on the entire family for even
thinking about escape, for sabotage, and for alfydeéense act — he would no longer ask
“why.” Besides, unlike the Warsaw ghetto, for imsta, the Krakow ghetto could not use
resistance because of its geographical locatddter all, deep in the heart of all glimmered
the hope of survival that was a wonderful wordhiage days; this was my impression arrived
at in those fateful days as a result of my expeserin the ghettc?®®

Within a few hours, the Germans had killed appratety 1,500 persons and a further 3,000 were
transported to Auschwitz. The Sauberungskolotoheaning up teams) worked in the ghetto until
December 1943, selecting and storing objects, tun®i equipment, etc., left behind. The ghetto
enclosure was then taken down and the area revéstetvellings for the Polish inhabitants of
Podgorze.

Julius Madritsch, who had a previous warning ofithpending massacre, had been able to hold on to
his workers but there were still hundreds of Jevidhilies evading and fleeing selection. Madritsch
transported scores of them at night to the celtdrbis workshops and then over a period of time
removed them to his other factories in Bochnia &adhow, and even later, to sanctuary through
Slovakia to Hungary.

Jacob Sternberg (68882) writes:

“Madritsch was entirely aware of the acts of resbaing carried out through his workshops,
and, obviously, he thereby exposed himself to gris&t Nevertheless, he did not interfere,
and so, greatly imperiled his own life. | was ang#s to these acts of mercy and to
Madritsch’s involvement and sense of responsibilty | was, at the time, in charge of the
kitchen in the cellars, which was a focal pointhed operations.”

Stern and Schindler Cement Their Relationship

A very special relationship had now developed betw&chindler and Stern, the compassionate
helper and altruist. Two charismatic men of divepgesonalities had come together in the Jews’
greatest hour of need. Contrary to popular belErn and Schindler had been leading quite
independent lives in Krakow. Apart from their iaitimeeting in November 1939, they were not to
realize their true friendship until after the lidation of the Krakow Ghetto. Stern, working
independently, had proved himself to be esserdighe Ghetto Jews. An articulate report writer, he
satisfied all needs. He was respected by bothutlentat and the German administrators. In lieu of
payment from the Joint Distribution Committée accepted luxuries such as milk, cocoa and cheese
which he distributed to the children and to themfaospital. Although the Stern / Schindler actesti
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were quite independent of each other, Schindleuredsthat Stern’s funds were adequate by topping
up the coffers at the most unexpected times arakpla

In addition to his charity work, Stern sought sé@guworking on a part-time basis for a previous
employer, Unkelbach. Unkelbach was from Bavaria. ws a product of the Hitler Youth, the
NSDAP, and a former member of the EinsatzgruppeRussia and had boasted of killing thousands
of Jews. Wounded, he sought the quiet life of amiaistrator in Krakow® Schindler knew all
about Unkelbach and had warned Stern to be vesfulan any dealings he might have with him.
Schindler was privy to this information through pisst and recent contact with SS-Standartenfihrer
Dr Karl Eberhardt Schoengarth in the drinking elishiments of the officer’s clubs in Kraka.

Stern was now at the very center of the turmoiluéfingg the Jews. He was privy to some of the most
sensitive intelligence concerning impending operaiby the SS, which had been imparted to him by
Schindler. He was clever enough to glean inforrmatiom Unkelbach and balance this information
with his loyalties to Schindler, the Judenrat aimifallow Jews. With the liquidation of the Ghetto,
Stern found himself in the melting pot of Plazowdacamp, and he knew that they were on the last
stages of “resettlement.” His and his fellow Jelast hope now was with Schindler.

It was not long before Unkelbach’s workers brougbtible to the “Progress” factory. Shortly after

the concession from Goeth, three employees frorogfess” disappeared, provoking a scandal. An
inquiry was held, and it was established that, atelavered by the guards, the workers were allowed
to wander around unguarded and unsupervised ifattiery grounds. They were able to walk into

Krakow to taste life’s freedom. Because of thisnsizd, the factory was closed and all workers
returned to Plaszow. The disappearance of the flews was, at first, not followed up. Maybe Goeth
wanted to protect Unkelbach? They were both friends

The Jews, when in the ghetto, had been under thisdiction of the Gestapo, who benefited
economically from them. As soon as the Jews weteiria camps, they were placed under the
jurisdiction of the SS, who then rented them out&pious companies. The friction between the
Gestapo and the SS affected the Jews. Some mepflies Jewish Council and the Jewish Security
Police worked with the Gestapo to track down hiddews. The Jews believed that by their
cooperation they might survive the war.

For whatever reason, the missing Jews from fa¢trggress” were reported to the Gestapo, who lost
no time in accusing Goeth of negligence. Goetheidsan ultimatum to the whole cami@ive me
their whereabouts or you will all be shot.Goeth seized Stern as a hostage. Within hoursldress
was forthcoming. An armed posse of SS went to tress in Krakow. It proved to be correct and
there was a bloodbath. Stern was saved.

Unkelbach had lost the confidence of Goeth and aveessted. He was accused of taking bribes from
Jews to allow Jewish children to be smuggled imte tamp. Despite Unkelbach’s utterance of
wanting to kill all the Jewish children, he wasadised and arrested. According to Stern he was never
seen in the camp again.

An insight into Stern’s character was given to theéhor by Menahem Halberthal, who worked
closely with Stern after the war. Reflecting onitlspecial relationship Menahem recalled:

“Stern was not religious, but he retained a closerest in religious matters. His knowledge of
Judaica was immense. He was a man of compromisegatiator, a man of understanding.
He was always philosophizing and had a quotatioanecdote for every occasion and always
tinged with humor. He never argued but persuadeddntle coaxing. This was his strength
and the strength that supported all those aroumd éwven Schindler’®

Stern’s attitude, even under pressure from thed&Snot fail him. Dr. A. Lilienfeld, a doctor at¢h
Gestapo prison in Lvov, was interviewed after thar vy Ball-Kaduri and stated that in his
experience, “...sadistic instincts are less arougezh not showing fear®

In the Plaszow camp, various small workshops wemewing up. Every extension to these

workshops meant more work for the Jews and, thexefyreater security. It was apparent that there
were four stages in carrying out the “Final Solatioconcentration, segregation according to the
fithess and exploitation through physical laboiteexination, and finally physical destruction oéth
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habitat. This plan had held up well in the ghetiosl camps of Eastern Europe with characteristic
German efficiency, though, as will be noted, sonmgoreseen developments altered both the
timetable and the course of the operation.

The chief architect of Plaszow camp was a Pole,aa mamed Zygmunt Gruenberg, a particular
friend of Stern. Gruenberg suggested to Goethhbgtut Stern to work in the “works” office as he
had vast knowledge of managing small industriesvaasl a professional book-keeper. Goeth agreed
and Stern joined a team of outstanding Jewish werke the administration offices of the camp.
Among them were the Jews Joseph Bau (69084), MBejski (69387) and the man who was to hold
the key to essential intelligence of the forthcogngvents, Mieczyslaw Pemper (69514).

Stern was to make two personal interventions aell #e help of Schindler. The first was in respect
of Peltzmann, of South African birth, who was lgias an Aryan on forged South African papers.
Her parents, Gusta Peltzmann (76392) and Hersdhnfain (68967), were suffering physically in

Plaszow. Mania Peltzmann made a direct approac®chindler and requested help in getting her
parents into Emalia. The second intervention wasspect of Rabbi Jacob Lewertow (68872). Rabbi
Lewertow was being harassed by Goeth and it wag amhatter of time before Goeth would deal

with him. In both cases, the three fugitives fouhelir way into the temporary safety of Schindler’s

factory?°

Julius Madritsch had been able to hold on to hiskets. Although they were now in the Plaszow
camp, they left the camp daily for his factory andthe evening would return to the gates to be
searched before entry. There were still hundreddeofish families evading selection. Madritsch
continued to transport scores of them, at nighthéocellars of his workshops and then over a gerio
of time remove them to his other factories: Jaciar®erg (68882) writes:

“Madritsch was entirely aware of the acts of resbaing carried out through his workshops,
and obviously he thereby exposed himself to giiskt Nevertheless, he did not interfere, and
so, greatly imperiled his own life. | was a witnésshese acts of mercy and to Madritsch’s
involvement and sense of responsibility, as | vedghe time, in charge of the kitchen in the
cellars, which was a focal point of the operatitfis.

The final act in the destruction of the ghetto wasDecember 14 and 15,1943. In the early evening,
truckloads of helmeted and armed SS, under thetdimmmand of Amon Goeth, surrounded the OD
building. All members of the OD, with their famidiewere loaded onto trucks, driven away and
executed in Plaszow. For some reason a Mrs. Kathanchildren and Dr. Kessler with his wife and
children escaped execution. It became known atea ttate that these survivors of the OD executions
were as the direct result of the intervention bydisz Pankiewicz.
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Chapter Ten
Emalia, Plaszow and Jewish Resistance
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Figure 58: Celebrations for the fourth anniversary of the founding of D.E.F (Emalia) were held in 1944Polish
workers with Oskar Schindler

The liquidation of the ghetto left a lasting imp®Es on Schindler. Months, even years later, He sti
had difficulty believing what he had seen. As he puhe knew that he saw what he saw, but it
remained beyond beliéf The liquidation of the ghetto signaled, as in otRelish cities, the end of
even the last shreds of hope for the Jews. Thossaate massacred and thousands were deported to
labor camps and to the death camps, where the Maokltion was in full swing. In Krakow,
miraculously, one-half of the Jewish populationvated the liquidation of the ghetto.

The newly-erected barracks at Emalia were a gresiess. No longer did the Schindler Jews have to
march the three kilometers from the Plaszow canthéd=malia factory and endure the harshness of
the discipline in Plaszow. The punishments of 2hés disappeared; the persistent parading and the
fear of the evil-eye of Goeth descending upon thare now in the past. Whenever the SS visited the
barracks, Schindler forewarned them, allowing f@ hasty disappearance of unauthorized artifacts.
Even when Goeth made an impromptu visit to seensitdm, the shutters of the barrack windows were
closed. No SS man ever walked into the barracksowttSchindler’s personal agreemént.

Approximately 900 Jews worked for Schindler in 19Z4Bese workers came to Emalia from the
Plaszow camp without the typical prisoner convogdar SS guard. Schindler was able to convince
Goeth to allow him to set up a sub-camp next tddasory in Zablocie. The camp was established on
May 8, 1943 under the command of Albert Hujar, lBbed Behr, and Edmund Zdrojewski. By May
22, a total of 66 Jews were living in the campe¢hdays later this number had risen to 558. A tital
11 quarters were located in the camp — seven feomers, the camp kitchen, infirmary, and quarters
for SS guards and the Jewish police units. The Enfiattory grew continuously, as did the number
of workers employed. In 1942 a total of 550 peoptegked at Emalia; this figure was by no means
the final count. Upon request from Jews themsel@ehindler set up a “rest area” for workers
adjacent to the workshops in 1942.

In accordance with requirements, his sub-camp haatdgtowers and an electrified fence, like any
forced labor camp. A small SS garrison was assigoed But Schindler’s talents to fool the offitia
world by displaying a Nazi facade when his purpesgiired it made it possible for him to forbid the
SS to enter his factory or barracks. When he hadshib-camp, it was, of course, easier for him to
perform acts of kindness for his workers. He tookvisiting the factory daily, where he spoke to
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small groups of workers, reassuring them and gittregn hope. How important his reassuring words
were was brought to my attention by many of thoserviewed.

In the Wundheiler documentation (see Bibliograplsyie refers to the individual concern Schindler
expressed for his workers:

“Among them was a 14-year-old girl, an orphan; 8dlér gave her a weekly allowance for
her personal necessities. He never gave the alkevparsonally, but asked someone else to
deliver it to her. The girl, now of course an elgavoman, never doubted the reason. ‘He did
not want to embarrass me — he was always very @erae of other people’s feelings™

The financing of the new barracks came out of Qitibi's own pocket; the funds were procured by
the various black market deals he operated. Hesebisg 80 percent of all goods produced on the
black market. Food for the works kitchen was treilteof more black market sales and the bartering
of rationed goods. Medicine and clothing were alsguired in this way.

A considerable expense was incurred by Schindlgraiying enormous bribes to influential Party
members, SS leaders, police and camp commandedspthrr parasites in order to continue his
activities. Schindler bought diamonds, famous magst on the black market, anything that had
value™ at that time or would have in the future. Onlythis way could he afford to bribe those people
that he needed for his particular purpose. Thréesskere working 24/7. Throughout the duration of
the Emalia, Schindler was paying five zloty per &y worker to the box office of the SS and the
police. This was in addition to the usual bribed favors.

Although the Emalia barracks were becoming overdexy he tried to keep families together. There

were often conflicts of loyalty among the workereschuse their overwhelming desire was to keep
their kinfolk safe. Schindler employed disabled a@agable workers, the old and infirm as machine

operators and the children as metal polishers. atgfied factory records, an act that can only be

described as extremely reckless. Old people westedias being 20 years younger; children were
listed as adults; lawyers, doctors, and engineen® wegistered as metal workers, mechanics, and
draftsmen — all trades essential to the war effort.

One of Schindler’s habits was that upon enteriregwtbrkshops he would light up a cigarette and then
immediately stub it out and drop it on the floonokving that it would be picked up and used for
barter. His workers accepted that they would rexéiarsh treatment from him in the presence of the
SS. The workers would be sworn at, cuffed arousdchéad — all actions appreciated by the SS. Goeth
had given notice that an inspection of the Emaietdry would take place. Accompanied by a full
retinue of high-ranking officials, Goeth walked wibchindler on a tour of the factory. Goeth noticed
a poor Jewish wretch pushing a cart very slowlyps&ithe factory yard. Consistent with his erratic
behavior he ordered his bodyguard, SS-Unterschamfifranz Grunn, to shoot him! The unfortunate
Lamus was taken and positioned against a wall,tagalis fate. Schindler intervened with Grunn,
pointing out that Lamus was an essential workee, tisual Schindler protestations. Schindler’s
promise of brandy made Grunn relent and Lamus viemissed. A withess to this extraordinary
incident with Lamus was Benzion Florenz (69362)ri@ was aiming his pistol at Lamus when
Schindler said, ‘Why waste a bullet, he will dieyasay. | have some real Martell in my office, let's
have a drink.’*°

On another occasion, the SS visited Emalia wittexerdo arrest the Wohlfeiler family for falsifying
and possessing Polish (Aryan) personal documehis. family of five had been betrayed by an SS
informant. Incriminating documents were producedStthindler, implicating the family. Schindler
produced some of his best brandy. Three hours, ldtertwo drunken SS investigators left empty-
handed. Another prayer had been answéred.

Jews themselves had different names for Schindiac®ry and the camp. The most common terms
to describe these places during and after the were:wan oasis of hope and humanity, Oskar
Schindler’s ark, a safe harbor, paradise in comspario the hell of Plaszow, a synonym for salvation
a sanctuary of freedom, life insurance, Noah's Aak, oasis of humanity in the desert of moral
apathy, an island of survival in the sea of masedet Despite Schindler’s friendship with Goette th
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persecutions continued. On a Friday shortly after Wohlfeiler affair, two Orthodox Jews, the
Danziger brothers, accidentally broke an old piasthe factory. Again they were reported by an
informant. Schindler was away at the time and hadnfluence over the consequences that were to
follow. The brothers were arrested and taken toRleszow camp. Goeth issued orders that the
brothers were to be executed by hanging. The gallaxere already erected and 25,000 Jewish
prisoners were paraded to witness the event. Sehjndho had now returned to Krakow, heard the
news and went directly to Plaszow to see Goethingakith him various offerings of inducement,
probably diamonds. He remonstrated with Goethintghim that the press was old and it was only a
matter of time before it would break down completeboeth listened and accepted Schindler's
protestations.

Whatever the reasons, the Danziger brothers wésased and were taken back to Emalia. This is
another example of Schindler conceiving of andiatiitg his own actions, and behaving totally
spontaneousl§’® The Danziger incident was witnessed by many ofSbleindler survivors including
Bejski, Bau, and Pemper. The three women of theligitdr family — numbered on the Madritsch list
as Roza (8022), Halina (8020), and Rena (8021) wailked for Julius Madritsch when Emalia
closed. The men of the Wohlfeiler family all remadinwith Schindler — Henryk (69330), Ignhazy
(68842), and Roman (69414). All six of the Wohkeifamily survived because of Schindler.

Resistance

It is not possible in this assessment of Schindlégnore the Jewish resistance. Within and outside
the Plaszow camp, in the wake of the great wauallofgs and deportations, the youth of the Jewish

political movements began to organize armed resistdo the Germans. Deprived of family, they

gained their individual freedom and no longer fehibited. The knowledge of the death camps and
sense of death’s inevitability pushed caution aaiut they prepared themselves for the final test.

The idea of self-defense had never been extingdishethe ghettos of Poland, and despite the
destruction of the Krakow ghetto, and many likenitother parts of Poland, the Jewish youth
maintained the idea of survival. The young and peeienced, as well as the experienced, had
realized in the early ghetto days that they werenatch for the heavily armed SS. In addition, there
was the knowledge of reprisals should there beaatiye offensive against their jailers. The cost of
human life and misery under occupation for sucloastwould surpass any benefit. However, when it
became clear to the underground that no optiondeath existed, the idea of resistance took on
another aspect.

Again they realized that resistance would not gaeeremaining Jews under occupation, but at least
they would redeem their honor. The resistance &Heitself to the suicidal stand of the zealots of
Masada against Rome’s imperial legions. Fatalisoh the surrender to death haunted many young
people. “We are going on the road to death, remenhia¢,” said Aaron Liebeskind, Akiva activist in
Krakow. “Whoever desires still to live should netsch for life here among us. We are at an end.”

At the head of the organization stood a united camun Heshek Bauminger and Benek Halbreich
from Hashomer Hatza'ir; Dolek Lieberskind and Shims Dranger from Akiva; Golda Meir from
Akiva and associate splinter groups; Abraham Labgibewitz from Dror, and Elimelech Eisenstein
from Akiva Beth (splinter group from Akiva). Eachogip continued to act separately, but important
decisions were made jointh?

The organization’s accomplishments included martg at sabotage and decisive tactics against the
Germans. In October 1942, an attempt to assasdimat&estapo informer Marcel Gruner and his
wife occurred. Another warranted exploit of theisemce was the execution of Adams, of the
Department of Press and Propaganda of the Generar@ment. In September 1942, the ZOB
(Jewish Fighting Organization) started to publisP@ish language journaDemocrat’s Voiceln
October 1942, the assault division GL, to which ilaa (spark) of the ZOB belonged, under the
command of Jakub Halbreich, set fire to a garag@/totzkow Street where three cars and barrels of
gasoline were stored.
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On December 24, 1942, Iskra, headed by Idek Limmmbed the coffee house Cyganeria on Szpitalna
Street in Krakow. Eleven Germans died in this &t@ed 13 were seriously wounded. Perhaps these
attacks were futile, but they lifted the moraldla# Jews to heights not experienced before.

In Krakow, the Jewish underground was able to pateetto the heart of their people. The Akiva
newspaperHechalutz Halochemwhich published about 250 copies every Fridagluided about ten
typewritten pages and was distributed by pairsigitérs in Krakow. The paper, written in Polish,
called for help and military intervention againketGermans and their collaborators by the free
nations in the war. A copy even found its way i8tthindler's Emalia. Victor Dortheimer and Roman
Wohlfeiler (69414), both working in the factory, mereading the newspaper when Schindler
suddenly walked into their workshop. Wohlfeiler hiedly hid the newspaper behind a cupboard.
Schindler, by some sixth sense, went directly ®odhpboard and removed the paper, saying, “You
are stupid, do you know what would happen if yaei@ught?*°

Resistance took on a more urgent guise. It was ratipe that the information known by many in
Krakow had to be got out to the outside world. Tamigathe end of 1943, Stern was called to
Schindler's factory. A ghetto policeman had ordersescort Stern from Plaszow to Emalia. On
entering Schindler's office Stern was confronted $shindler and two strangers. The strangers
immediately asked Stern what was going on insidesZw camp. Stern took Schindler aside and
guestioned the wisdom of talking to these people.itAurned out, one of the gentlemen was Dr.
Sedlacek working for the “Joint” (Joint DistributicdCommittee) and the other was from a dubious
source but as Stern recollects he was an agenttfrer@anaris office (Franz von Kohrab). Schindler
had stated that the men had recently come from &yrand Turkey. Stern gave them a run-down of
the situation and suggested they visit the camgpetothe mass graves. Schindler agreed to this and
contacted Goeth to inform him that he had someiapbacmament visitors and that that night he
would be giving a party to which Goeth was invitéd.

This was an amazing front by Schindler but it wokk€hat night during the festivities Goeth invited
the armament contractors to visit the workshophéncamp. Schindler received authority to speak to
Stern and have him accompany the inspection. Staminstructed to stop near the site of the mass
graves and attend to his shoe-laces. Photograptiee dfcene taken with a concealed camera were
later smuggled out to Budapest to his old contiatstner and Springman and then on to Pale&tine.

German Resistance

The doves of past liberal and democratic Germamg wicling Hitler's clique. Headed by Admiral
Canaris and his compatriots, including Oskar Sdemdhey were just waiting to strike. Only three
groups succeeded in mounting a positive resistafivere were the conservative circle around Carl
Goerdeler, a former Mayor of Leipzig, and LudwigcBea retired army chief of staff; the Kreisau
Circle, led by Count Helmuth von Moltke and domathby a Christian and socialist philosophy; and
the regime’s opponents within the military, inclagiCanaris and the likes of Schindi€&rAdmiral
Canaris was later to be implicated and executedifosupport of ridding Germany of the Fuhrer. On
July 20,1944, the attempt on Hitler's life was lalcast on the radio. Schindler shared this brief
moment of history, listening in the company of Ad&arde (69515). Both were to be disappointed
when, later in the night, they heard the Fuhreoige on the radié**
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Chapter Eleven
Schindler in Budapest

.
ébBrand

Oskar Schindler Adolf Eichmam

Figure 59: The Hungarian Quartet

By his actions, it is conceivable that Stern alfetee fate of many Jews. Through his work, he ghine
an extraordinary insight into the day-to-day atiédd, the confusion, and the confrontations withia
German administration. He distributed money and ioeels to the needy on behalf of the Joint
Distribution Committee. ltzhak Stern was a loned &ad previously occupied a small room in the
ghetto where he carried on his welfare work in Knakow district?* Before the enforcement of the
ghetto residence regulations, there had been ausedutbreak of typhoid in the shtetlech on the
outskirts of Krakow. Stern bought vaccines with #iietted zloty from the Joint and singlehandedly
organized a mass vaccination program. Within twgsdall the Jews had been vaccinated. TOZ (the
Joint Distribution Committee) received a thank-yeiter from the German Health Authorfy.

In her psychological analysis of Schindler, Dr. Wheiler makes the following interesting
comments:

“As stated before, it is one of my purposes to slioat Schindler underwent a development
from a person whose concerns were limited to pebpl&new, to someone whose concerns
included many human beings he did not know atFatktly, one needs to consider that he
employed many at Stern’s request. He not only kSt&rn, but a very special relationship

between him and Stern had already begun to devElgm early on, Schindler seemed eager
to please Stern.”

Dr. Wundheiler's analysis of Schindler is, in myimmpn, correct. We must remember that the
Schindler/Stern relationship went back to Novemi®39, and that Stern, the Zionist, was working
for the Joint and was very influential in securamgployment for selective activists in Emalia. Above
all, the relationship between the two men was spiihi Stern may have been the first and only
human being to recognize Schindler's deepest n®timed bring out his greatest talents. Stern
admired his intelligence and inventiveness, hisage and love of taking risks, and he called on and
developed Schindler's compassion. He brought oaithigsst in him and Schindler thanked Stern by
loving him. We are dealing with an exceptional tielaship between these two men — indeed, so
exceptional that it may have altered the courssupfival for the Jews of Krako®¥’
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Working conditions for the Jews in the ghetto wbeeoming critical. Many of the Jews sought
security by working for the Wehrmacht as they fiedt this afforded them a certain protection. Stern
also considered this action prudent and procuredifoself a job at the Broadcasting Equipment
store in Krakow. In addition to this job and hislwatary work, Stern worked for the Trust
Administrator Unkelbach, referred to earlier. Staudlited the books for Unkelbach once a month. He
wrote the accounts for the Treuhandstelle, whiath toabe written on special forms and done with
typical German thoroughness. For these jobs, Stashallowed out of the ghetto, giving him some
freedom of movement and useful opportunities tohfur his charity work and report on the day-to-
day situation.

In October 1942, Stern was taken ill with suspeeppendicitis and was taken to a hospital in the
ghetto. He was due to have an appendectomy thewioly day. Unkelbach, a well-known SS

murderer, came to the hospital. Unkelbach confibride. Hilfstein (68895), and ordered him to

abandon the proposed operation on Stern and to liemchome immediately. Failure to comply

would result in the shooting of all the doctors.bddy knew why Unkelbach had issued this
ultimatum, but Stern went home immediately. Thragsdater the reason became apparent.

The Jews of the ghetto braced themselves, trematetiagain prayed to the Almighty. The SS were
more thorough than in the June Action. Selectideportations, and killings proceeded in an orderly
way. Hospitals in the ghetto were surrounded akddavith gunfire. Doctors, patients, and orderlies
were shot on the spot. Stern’s life had been s&idd. an interview with the author, Mrs. Stern
confirmed this incident and stated that her husbamag only running a high temperature and,
therefore, an operation had not been necessamr itavas learned that Stern’s sudden removal from
hospital had been instigated by Schindler, who wsaelbach to repay an old débt.

It may have been that Unkelbach had double-croSsadhdler. A few days after Stern’s release from
hospital, Schindler was arrested by the Gestapo takdn to Pomorska Street, where he was
interrogated over alleged black market deals. disgany’'s books had been seized and inspected for
irregularities. The exigency plan was activatedSwhindler’s secretary. Wherever the phone calls
came from is not known, but within hours Schindies released without charge. The pressure from
above was too much for the Gestapo and the SS.

It was not long before Unkelbach’s workers brougbtible to the factory Progress. Shortly after the
concession from Amon Goeth to allow selected peserto move freely about the town, three
employees from Progress disappeared. There wagea duandal. An inquiry established that, after
being delivered by the guards, the workers werewatl to wander around unguarded and
unsupervised in the factory grounds. They were tblealk into Krakow and taste life’s freedom.

Because of this scandal, the factory was closed a@hdworkers returned to Plaszow. The

disappearance of the three Jews was at first lmwed up. Perhaps Goeth wanted to protect
Unkelbach, his friend.

In the ghetto, the Jews were under the jurisdictibthe Gestapo who benefited economically from
this labor. As soon as the Jews were put into cathpyg were placed under the jurisdiction of the SS
who rented them out to various companies. Theidndbetween the Gestapo and the SS affected the
Jews. Some members of the Jewish Council and thisld&ecurity Police worked with the Gestapo
to track down hidden Jews. The Jews believed th#tdir cooperation they might survive the war.

For whatever reasons, the missing Jews from fagloogress were reported to the Gestapo, who lost
no time in accusing Goeth of negligence. Goetheidsan ultimatum to the whole camp: “Give me
their whereabouts or you will all be shot.” Goe#tized Stern as a hostage. Within hours an address
was forthcoming. An armed posse of SS went to tiress in Krakow. It proved to be correct and
there was a bloodbath. Stern was saved. Unkelbattolst the confidence of Goeth and was arrested.
He was accused of taking bribes from Jews to allewish children to be smuggled into the camp.
Despite Unkelbach’s claim of wanting to kill alletlewish children, he was disarmed and arrested.
According to Stern he was never seen in the caramag

An insight into Stern’s character was given by Mehean Halberthal, who worked closely with Stern
after the war. He reflected on their special retzghip:
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“Stern was not religious, but he retained a closerest in religious matters. His knowledge of
Judaica was immense. He was a man of compromiseegaiator, a man of understanding.
He was always philosophizing and had a quotatioane@cdote for every occasion and always
tinged with humor. He never argued but persuadeddntle coaxing. This was his strength
and the strength that supported all those aroumd dwen Schindler.?*

The Chief Architect of the Plaszow camp was a Pojgmunt Gruenberg, and a particular friend of
Stern. Gruenberg suggested to Goeth that he put 8tework in the works office, as he had vast
knowledge of managing small industries and wasoéepsional bookkeeper. Goeth agreed and Stern
joined a team of outstanding Jewish workers inatieninistration offices of the camp. Among them
were the Jews Josef Bau (69084), Moshe Bejski (B938d the man who was to hold the key to
essential intelligence of the forthcoming eventgddyslaw Pemper (69514}

Figure 60: Mietek Pemper

Shortly after, Schindler was smuggled out of Krakiowhe back of a newspaper van to Budapest to
meet his Jewish contacts.

Many of us know of the infamous “blood for truckd#&al proposed by Adolf Eichmann when things
began to go against the Nazi war machine. Undemieabre offer, thousands of Jewish lives would
be bartered by the Germans in exchange for 10,00y trucks to be turned over to the Nazis.
How seriously the West considered the offer camigghd in the report of a disclosure by Schindler.
Jewish authorities in Budapest wanted desperabeknow as early as 1942 whether the Eichmann
offer could be trusted. Schindler had given perbt@sdimonies to the death factories and to theter
being unleashed upon the Jewish people. Havingatelil his message, he was taken back by the
same route. From Schindler, the West had confirthedfacts of German murder. This singular
exploit brings into focus the true man.

At an informal select gathering, Schindler wasddtrced to Dr. Sedlacek by his old boss in Krakow,
Major von Kohrab. It was suggested that he showilera trip to Budapedf to meet with the Jewish
Relief Organization, and pass on the true natuteegextermination of the Jews in Poland. Firsthand
knowledge was essential as the information comimigad Poland was unbelievable to the Jewish
agencies and more importantly, elsewhere. Schinidris position as an agent of the Abwehr, was
the holder of a special security passport that ledahim to travel within and outside of the Reich.
Usually, he would drive his Hawk motorcar acrossdees but, on this occasion, he was smuggled
across the borders in the back of a newspaper van.

In Budapest, he was to meet with Samuel Springnmah Rudy Kastner, members of the Zionist
rescue organization and leading figures in the geviRelief Organization. After the war Samuel
Springman recounted his meeting with Schindler ae@eption held in Jerusalem in Schindler’s
honor:

“I am not of Schindler's men. My acquaintance wiim started during meetings in Budapest.
The first meeting was in a Budapest hotel. Schinttieked around to see if we were not
followed — and he gave us a report of what wasgoimin the camps. The information given
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by him was forwarded to the Jewish rescue committeeas happy | had the opportunity to

meet him again.233

To Springman and his associates he handed eviddribe Jewish transports to the death camps and
the cruelty inflicted on the Jews of Poland. Heeghis listeners hard numbers: 80 percent of thes Jew
of Warsaw had already been murdered as well as6&pt of the Jews of the Lodz ghetto and 50
percent of the population of the Krakow ghetto. Sdhowvho were still alive after the ghetto
liquidations rapidly disappeared into forced lalobamps. After his report, the Zionists in Budapest
trusted Schindler enough to ask him to transmituesnoney to the Zionists in Krakow and to enlist
his long-term cooperation in rescue acts. On Séhiisdreturn to Krakow, he handed a large amount
of zloty to the Jewish Defense Committee in thettghé&chindler also had a list of important Jewish
Zionist activists who were working undercover, baththe ghetto and on the Aryan side. He was
requested to get them into Emalia as one of the Hawens in Krakow. Over a period of a few
months, Schindler had traced 18 persons on tharlishad taken them into his factGts.

Dr. Wundheiler's observation on the Budapest Actmimteresting:

“His long-range cooperation with the Zionists isspibly the most important evidence of

development that | am trying to sketch. Certaitiys cooperation was risky, and one might
argue that Schindler did what he did because heyedjtaking risks. Perhaps that is true, but
so what? Is an action less high-minded and adneirBbtause the actor enjoys it? Besides,
one should keep in mind that the typical hazarteslto take risks because any victory in a
life full of risks adds to the risk-taker’s glony his eyes as well as in the eyes of othét3.”

Since Schindler’'s activities had to be entirelyndestine, there was not even the reward of temyorar
glory. There was no monetary reward either, singkke& some others who transmitted money to
Zionists in various Eastern European cities, Sdhindever kept a percentage of the money for
himself?*® Whether or not his cooperation with the Zionigipealed to the gambler in him, it drew

on his compassion and altruistic feelings in thaequired selfless actions on behalf of people who
were strangers to him and about whom he knew ngptbxcept that they were in terrible danger. In
summary, during this period he continued to shel®ws he knew and, in addition, he took many
under his wing — those whom he did not know, bub whleded his protection.

It is difficult to imagine what state of mind Schier was in at this time. In his report to Ball-Kaid

he writes of coming near to a nervous breakdownadrzbing at his lowest ebb. Well after the war,
Moshe Bejski (69387) asked Schindler why he hadedorall the trouble to help the Jews and at the
same time lay himself open to detection by theSRBindler simply stated:

“I knew the people who worked for me. When you Wrjeeople, you have to behave towards
them like human beings. If I'm walking in the stre@nd | see a dog in danger of being
crushed by a car, wouldn't | try to helﬁ%z’

| have already referred to Schindler's utter degioes when the children of the Kinderheim were
transported. Because of its importance, | will reégain to the Wundheiler notes relating to
Schindler's love and compassion for children. Dgrisome of the worst excesses of the SS,
Schindler, with the help of Bousco and Madritschuggled a number of children out of the ghetto by
delivering them into the caring hands of PolishsiUeixact data concerning the number and ages of
the children is hard to come by. According to Wueitér, a German doctor named Stroder, who was
a pediatrician at the hospital in Krakow, stateat tihany of the children he attended were Jewish and
he believed that most of them came to the hospitalthe aid of Schindlef’®

This was an act of compassion, deepened and erthepcgchindler’s identification with the children
as well as with their parents. These parents stierex their children to strangers, in the anxious a
uncertain hope of saving them and seeing them a§atmindler recognized that the greatest need of
these parents was to have their children saved,thleapain of the temporary loss with the hope,
however slim, of seeing them again at some timefisitely more bearable than total loss through
death. It is noteworthy that this was probably 8dtar's main motive behind all his rescue actions
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during this period. Furthermore, we must remindselwes that Schindler was still an active agent of
the Abwehr, albeit directed against the enemy withi
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Chapter Twelve
Hungarian Deportations

Figure 61: Women in Plaszow May 7, 1944
“Everything else was a game. This was the trueesinwith your stomach turning and breath thin, you
ran — beneath the throb of the lying music — farrygolden life.”

“To the inexperienced children, it would be comelegnic; they would stand in the open and believe
themselves invisible.”

Another indication of the desperate situation namfonting the Plaszow Jews was the arrival of
thousands of items of blood-stained clothing treat heen sent to Plaszow for laundering and repair.
Stern was told by a Ukrainian police officer that $hould escape or else he would be like those in

Tarnow?*

When the Krakow ghetto was liquidated, Julius Madh transferred 232 men, women, and children
from Krakow to Tarnow on March 25 and 26, 1943. &aptember 1, 1943, the Tarnow ghetto came
to a brutal and violent end. The day before thaidigtion, Madritsch and Titsch were invited to a
ceremonial dinner for Commandant Goeth and othgn BiS officials. When Madritsch requested to
leave, SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Schermer ordered histay until dawn and left him with two SS
officers to keep him compar{. At 5 a.m. the following morning, Madritsch and sh were
released. They drove directly to Tarnow where tbayw Goeth, who informed them that the ghetto
had been liquidated and was no more. Goeth asMaddtsch that his workers were safe for the time
being. Large bribes weren't offered but were dersandy Goeth and Schermer. Madritsch later
noted that there had been a fierce resistanceeigtibtto and that many Jews had been shot. All Jews
who survived the onslaught were transported to éBigki and gassed. Only the Madritsch Jews
survived?*

Like Schindler, Madritsch was taking dangerous ckarto protect his Jewish workers. Never did a
week go by when these two entrepreneurs didn't tiekr luck for the sake of their workers.
Madritsch refers to many instances of help he weckfrom the Wehrmacht and, in particular, from a
sympathetic German officer named Lt. Col. Mathisgho assisted in evacuating Jewish families to
safe area¥?

It seems that the bigger the lie you tell the greahance you have of getting away with it. Stern,
Pemper, and Schindler decided on an audacious pastek Pemper (69514), who worked in
Goeth's office, had seen the report from Oranieglvagquesting that an immediate list of inventory of
machinery and prisoners be made. In his positicedasinistrator of the workshops, Stern compiled a
highly inflated projection of production in the cpmAll this information was printed neatly in book
form, with many graphs and drawings. Pemper subthithe material to Goeth, who immediately
checked it. He found the information was incorrantl raved over the fraud. Then, according to
Pemper, he laughed and said nothing. In an odd ®agth, Schindler, Bejski, Stern, Bau, and
Pemper got on well; accepting the status quo wawémyone’s interest. Goeth knew that this was an
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effort to save the camp and obtain concentrationpcatatus. As it was also in his interest, Goeth
signed the account, which was sent on to Béftin.

Some days later, the camp was visited by a teastatibticians from the main office in Oranienburg
to check the projected productivity of the workstiophe team was headed by SS-Obersturmfihrer
Mohvinkel and his assistant, a German Huguenot datreClerc. The books and plans were
scrutinized, while Stern and Pemper could only vaail hope. The inspection was short and sharp.
Stern was at the beck and call of the inspectiamtéhat kept him busy bringing books and plans.
Stern did not flinch; he was respectful, directd @ool. Stern knew that he had the responsibility o
his shoulders to ensure the safety of the camp.

At the end of 1943, no decision had yet been made;, everything depended on receiving orders
from the Wehrmacht. Plaszow’s output was mainlptigh its tailoring shops, but to survive they
needed to transform the workshops into metal stagnahd press machinery. Goeth sought the help
of Schindler; after all, it was in everyone’s irgsr that the camp’s status be upgraded. Frantik wor
went on in Plaszow to be ready for an inspecti@t tas soon to take place. On the last Sunday in
December 1943, a high-powered inspection teanhyeslS-Obergruppenfihrer Kriger, arrived at the
camp. The inspection team toured the camp with iGdet the workshops, which Schindler had
realized would not stand scrutiny, he made a spanmiangement. As the tour commenced, there was
a sudden blackout in the workshop. The inspecti@mtwvahead in the gloom so that everything
appeared enhanced. Whatever the assumptions, éasgupto have worked. In fact, Schindler had
arranged for the electricity to be cut during tlele stages of the inspectiéi.In January 1944,
Plaszow was designated Konzentrationslager undercémtral authority of SS-Obergruppenfihrer
Oswald Pohl's SS Main Economic and Administrativlfig®@ in Oranienburg, in the outskirts of
Berlin.

Plaszow's change of status brought a slight reliethe prisoners. No longer were there to be
summary executions. Everything had to be sent ttirBia triplicate, and hearings and sentences had
to be confirmed by the new head of Department DO®8rgruppenfihrer Gluecks.

Mieczyslaw Pempét had a photographic memory, and for many monthsvag memorizing the
highly classified documentation that went througbe@®'’s office. Over a period of some weeks,
Pemper had pieced together secret information rirditesl from Gerhard Maurer, Hitler's Chief of
Concentration Camps, to the Commandant of PlasZdwe. information was depressing. Several
thousand Hungarian Jews would be arriving at KLs®d&, and room was to be made for them.
Goeth was frantic as Plaszow was already overcrdffi&oeth asked permission to cull the camp to
make room for the necessary sp#¢eGluecks authorized this course of action in anothe
memorandum, which Pemper just happened to memdatlz€laszow was to disperse its labor in all
directions and to give its excess to Auschwitz-Bir&u.

Pemper’s contribution in this war of informationnoat be underestimated. Goeth’s personal
secretary was a young Polish girl (Keneally reterser as German — Frau Kochmann), who was very
efficient in her general work but who, because Ishe problems when inserting multiple sheets of
paper and carbons in the typewriter, always aslksdp@r to help. On many occasions, he would slip
in an additional piece of carbon paper and retrieaéter the typing was done. By holding the carbo
to a mirror, Pemper was able to clearly read thstreecret information. This extra carbon would be
spirited out of the camp via Stern and Schindlehi®ller then passed this vital information — which
was central to the West's grasp of the Hungariansjports — to the Jewish agencies in Budapest.

Amon Goeth was busy. Under the code n&ieGesundheitaktiofthe Health Action), he set about
the partial liquidation of KL Plaszow. Space for,d@ had to be made in the camp. Auschwitz was
working over capacity, but would be able to takestnHungarian prisoners in a matter of weeks when
the pressure on the crematoria had subsided. Téetises at KL Plaszow began on the morning of
May 7, 1944. On the Appellplatz, row upon row ofspners in barrack formation, stood silent. They
knew it was their last chance. Block by block thlvegre marched to the reception area. Ordered to
strip naked, as each name was called out the rigpesented him or herself to the examining teams
of doctors headed by the SS Dr. Blancke. Also tisgi$n this selection was Dr. Leon Gross. The
women had to line up and walk forward, one by @ral jump over a series of large holes that had
been especially dug to test their level of fithess, consequently, their right to survival. Prigsne
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were made to run up and down in front of the exansinSome women who were suffering from
chronic diarrhea rubbed red cabbage leaves intofdees to give them coldf® During the course of
the SS Aktion, Goeth turned his eye to the 280dcbil housed in a separate compound (the
Kinderheim), where working parents could bring thogiildren up to age 14. Cared for by experienced
personnel, the children were kept busy and safev iWas time to deal with the children. Sensing
trouble, Goeth sought reinforcements from KrakowreAts seeing their children separated and
confined without the opportunity of proving theioith began to wail and scream for their loved ones.
There was panic and pandemonium everywhere. Whaotdiés were separated in the selection, some
to the left, and some to the right. No one knewsime whether they were on the good or the bad side
To the experienced prisoner it was not difficultgieess; looking at the group which contained the
elderly, the sick, and the disabled was a sadzag#in.

Some children, the urchins of the camp, had thiding places already prepared. Even so, when they
dived for cover they would find that their spaceal heen taken by someone else, and they ran in
frantic search of another sanctuary. To the inégpeed children, it would be complete panic; they

would stand in the open and believe themselvesilniei*

On May 14, all became clear. That day, everyoneditg at attention on the Appellpldtnew their
fate. There was an air of sad resignation arouasetiselected for transport. Those Jews not selected
for deportation were distressed and saddened s#eirgparents, grandparents, children, and friends
marched off to the waiting wagons destined for Awgtz. It wasn't uncommon for mothers, in order
to protect their teenage daughters, to change eoatgoin the column marching out to the transports
The individual camp number sewn in the breast efrtboats was sufficient identity when being
checked by the guard®. During the course of the Action, dance tunes awmelyl music were
broadcast over the loudspeakers, providing a mulkazkground for the sick and the young children
who were being sent to the ovens of Auschwitz. As Jews marched to the train, the radio
technicians, with their sense of German humor, cooé heard singing the German lullaby,
“Goodnight Mommy.®*

Schindler visited the camp a few days after thennteansports had left. He was dismayed to see
another transport of several wagons in the sidgugrded closely by the SS. This transport was
destined for Mauthausen. On this very hot day, Withheat shimmering off the roofs of the wagons,
the wailing and shouts for water could clearly bard. Outraged and in the presence of Goeth and his
posse of SS officers, Schindler persuaded the Comdam to allow hoses to be directed onto the

wagons?*

A shimmer of steam from the locomotive broke irtte &ir. Schindler played probably one of his final
cards by imploring Goeth to allow this indulgeno®jch to the mockery of the SS present. As in the
Spielberg film, Schindler brought in additional erhg appliances to quell the heat of the wagons.
He gave the guards on the transport baskets fuiqoérs and cigarettes and requested that at each
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stop the prisoners should be given water and tloesdopened. Well after the war, two survivors of
that transport, doctors Rubenstein and Feldsteinfjrened to Schindler that this was ddfe.

The selections and transports made in May to maiefer the 10,000 Hungarian Jews were the most
difficult accounts to relate for many of those thamterviewed. The late Dr. Moshe Bejski had to
have several breaks in the interview before hedcbrihg himself to complete his account.

Figure 63: Author with Dr. and Mrs. Bejski, Tel-Aviv 1996
The End of the Plaszow Camp

The Red Army’s great offensive in 1944 resultedhia hasty retreat of German forces. Transports
began to leave the Plaszow camp for exterminatiomps as early as February. Defense inspectors
began to visit Plaszow as well as Schindler's Ean8loth Goeth and Schindler made efforts to ensure
that the camp and factory were deemed essentiéthéoneeds of the military. The Plaszow camp was
completely overcrowded with 30,000 prisoners. AcigdeSS commando unit arrived at Plaszow with
the task of obliterating all traces of Nazi oparasi. A work force comprised of Jews exhumed mass
graves, burned the remains, and created new gahe®cution sites.

After the outbreak of the Warsaw Uprising on Auglisio44, a total of 7,000 Polish men were taken
to the Plaszow camp. Schindler intervened on bedidiis Polish workers and helped some of them
leave Krakow.
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Chapter Thirteen
Schindler’s Lists

“To me, Schindler was still a German, a Nazi. I'evar going to believe he was a Jew lover.
To me, he represents the German system — Nazi heands a guy who made money.”

Joachim Kinstlinger (68861)
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Figure 64: The Davar List, the original “Schindler List”:
the list of Emalia employees (with dates of birthjhat was published
in the newspaperDavar in Palestine on September 1, 1944

There have been two major revelations concerniedish by the author: (1) the original Madritsch
list of Jews selected to join the Schindler grondate 1944: the list was drawn up by Raymond
Titsch, and (2) the Davar list of September 1947 sE documents came into the author’s possession
from outside sources. The Madritsch list, in paftc, is perhaps the only authentic list to have
survived the war. The Davar list relates to clatidesnternal movements of Jews within the Krakow
factory complex. The importance of all other ligtgporting to be the Schindler list is, in the auth
opinion, exaggerated. In 1996, the author corredpdrwith Genia and Nachum Manor (Monderer
69439). Nachum kindly read the author's MA dissetaon Schindler and suggested a number of
corrections and possible additions which shouldctwesidered when discussing the lists of Oskar
Schindler.

The Davar newspaper was a very important and popular nevespagPalestine. The issue of August-
September 1944 contained lists of names of the JleatsOskar Schindler saved from going to the
Plaszow camp. It is believed that these lists vggven to the Jewish Rescue Committee in Istanbul
by Schindler. If this is so, then during the waarg the lists in th®avar, as well as the Madritsch
list, take precedence as genuine original lists Wexre compiled many months before the so-called
Brinnlitz lists.

There are five Davar lists numbered 1-5: List tedaAugust 31, 1944; List 2, dated September 1,
1944; List 3, dated September 3, 1944; List 4, di&eptember 4, 1944; and List 5, dated September
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5, 1944, Lists 1- 4 were primarily details of Jawshe Plaszow camp. List 5 is our Schindler’s. list

This list contains some 200 names that were seldnyeSchindler for transfer to the Newe Kuhler

Fabrik — NKF, a factory where refrigerators andaft parts were manufactured. The original list

was published in Hebrew in the newspapewar and was taken by Schindler to Hungary when he
made a clandestine visit to meet influential Zibrégmpathizers and inform the world of the

destructive events in Poland at that time. Schitgllemployees stopped being anonymous — their
names became known all over the world!

The veracity of the lists is complicated and toisis® untangling the different versions, read the
Introduction to the JewishGen database “Schindlasts” at the link belowThe searchable database
contains 1980 names from two lists:

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust/0126Girf8llers-lists.html

The Madritsch and Davar lists will be examinedha tontext of the information available. In August

1944, the order came from the Director of Armamédotghe disbandment of Schindler’'s factory and

for all Jewish workers to be taken to KL Plaszoweie were now about a thousand Jews working in
Emalia. Three hundred were to remain to dismatdefactory; the rest were sent to KL Plaszow

and/or KL Gross-Rosefi!

The 700 Schindler Jews marched out of Emalia ferlaist time to the unknown of KL Plaszow. The
300 that remained were bona-fide technicians wagest in Emalia to carry out their work. Solomon
Urbach (69427) was one of the lucky 700. As thennbaidy of people was lined up and ready for the
orders to march, Urbach mentioned to Schindler thate was no carpenter left in the camp.
Schindler took him at his word and physically pis lwith the group that was to remam.

On August 17, 1944, Emalia awoke to a mighty explunsBarracks were on fire and secondary
explosions were erupting all over the area. Aredlliiberator bomber had crashed on the Emalia sub-
camp. The aircraft was part of 205 Group, Royal Rarce (one of 178 Squadron Liberators)
supplying the Jewish insurgents in Warsaw fromrthages in Italy. The Australian navigator of this
aircraft, Squadron Leader Liverside, was killed ofker Australian, Flight Lieutenant A.H. Hammet,
although wounded, parachuted to safety and washibtgl a partisan group until January 1945, when
Russian troops occupied the area. The remaindéreatrew died in the crash: F/Lt. Pilot William D.
Wright, RAF, and F/Sgt. A/G John D. Clarke. A conmumgative plaque to the memory of these
officers is affixed to the wall at the Emalia fagtat 4 Lipowa Street, Krako®®° The graves register
states that Liverside died in action over PolandAagust 17, 1944, and was buried in the Krakow
Military Cemetery, Plot 1, Row C, and Collectivea@e 6-82>"

In August 1944, the operations from ltaly were rhaaimed at the Ploesti oil fields. There does not
appear to have been operations against Polishtsar§éccording to several of the Schindler Jews
who were present at the time, the Germans accdtdethilitary honors to the dead airman in the
crashed Liberator aircradt’ In 1997, | visited the Krakow Military Cemeterydataid a wreath on
collective grave 6-8.

It was at this time that Schindler visited Plaszovsee Stern and to bring him the news of the death
of Oswald Bousco. Bousco, the police commissionethe ghetto, was held in high esteem. His
kindness to and consideration of the oppressekeiiktakow ghetto had not been forgotten. Without
the power, position, and panache of Schindler aadrisch, Bousco had carved a very special niche
in the hearts of the Jews of KrakdW.

Schindler was now looking for new territories whéx@ could transfer his machinery. He went to
Berlin seeking the assistance of Colonel Erich lear@@hief of Staff of the Armaments Inspectorate at
Army Headquarters. He was passed from departmemntepartment but eventually acquired the
authority to transfer his factofy"

We have arrived at what | would term “the cruciakipd” of Schindler’s activities. Schindler had
amassed great personal wealth, which afforded rgoaaantee of his personal safety out of the Reich
to Switzerland. He thought long and hard of hiswinstances, his wife, and the people that looked to
him as their only chance — their last chance. Was not a game; this was not now a money-making
venture where he could see the profits mountingrbgs was reality, the reality of life and deatbf n
only to those who were with him, but to those whngduished in rotten Plaszow. The stuffing had
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been knocked out of him and he was on the brirk\afry serious mental disorder, living on the edge
of madness$®? After the war, Moshe Bejski asked the questionh{\didn’t you go when you had the
chance? Were we that important?” Schindler repli#@s, you were that important. If | had run |
could never have lived with myself. | am not prafdnyself; | have a lot to answer for. | knew that
had no choice; | just had to see it througf.This was Schindler, the altruistic and compass®na
helper. His common sense of right had overriddepaasibilities.

The Brinnlitz venture made Amon Goeth appear ligead friend, despite his cruelty and murderous
ways. At least he knew with whom he was dealingtha environs of this Judenfrelistrict of
Moravia, the battle to bring his factory and Jewisbrkers was only beginning. Schindler even
pondered Berlin's offer to remove his factory froéhe Rhineland to a village near Semmering, but
without his Jewish workers.

The new factory back in the Sudetenland was betwéeimome town of Svitavy and the industrial
city of Brno; but, to be more precise, it restetigen the villages of Brezova-Brnenec and Moravska
Chrastova. The factory nestled in a valley, surdmghby mountains, and was chosen because it
would be difficult to bomb from the air.

As soon as it was clear that Schindler’s effortgam permission to move his factory to the safer
interior would be successful, preparations fortthasfer began at a feverish pace. The commander of
the Plaszow camp, Amon Goeth, was arrested by &sta3o on corruption charges and replaced by
SS-Obersturmfuhrer Arnold Bischer. Schindler olgdirthe consent of authorities to move a
thousand Jews to the newly established camp atnBtzinear Schindler’'s hometown.

Schindler was to occupy part of the Brueder Hoffma@pinning mill. Herr Hoffmann, a former
trustee of this mill and well-decorated with Papnptectionism, made the move very difficult for
Schindler. Hoffmann was a typical Nazi bureauchatformer years he had been a dairy salesman
from Vienna. Now he would hinder all moves to eksib Schindler's new armaments factory.
Hoffmann had considerable influence with the Destiagistrate, the Gestapo, and the Kreisleher
typical remark by officialdom was, “Do not allowistSchindler to poison our area with Jews. He will
bring typhoid and other diseases along with hisrglter gang.” Chaos and bureaucracy, jealousy and
spite — these were some of the hurdles Schindiérttn@vercome. The opposition continued but the
decisions of the SS-Reichfuhrungre final.

Schindler resorted to inviting high-ranking SS offis to Brunnlitz to impress the local dignitaroés

his influence within the Establishment: Heinz Bijnadviser to the SS and Polish leaders in Krakow;
and SS-Standartenfiihrer Ernst Hahn and his adjus&yObergruppenfiuhrer Heissmeier. These high
officers of considerable power and influence hathing to do with the employment of Jews, but
thanks to their pompous uniforms, the visit wasreag success. The locals were impressed and
Schindler was able to proceed.

Schindler’s initiative, which had established anpiple at the very highest authority, had penetrate
the anti-Semitic bureaucracy of Moravia. Througils &rction alone, the Armaments Inspectorate was
to release 3,000 mainly Polish Jewish women interotamps in the previously Judenfieta. These
women prisoners, in groups of 300, were allocatesitall textile factories: Trautenau, Freudenthal,
Jagerndorf, Liebau, and Grulich. This was a magaomplishment which has been overshadowed by
events in Emalia.

The considerable funds needed to move from Krako®rtinnlitz made a heavy dent in Schindler’s

accumulated fortune. Then there were the usualciments to the bureaucrats. He personally
delivered luxuries to keep the “SS-gentlemen” icpaperative mood. There were gifts to Berlin and
for the SS leaders in Krakow, the little officiakthe Eastern Railway, the Armaments Inspectorate,
and the Commandant of Gross-Rosen, SS-Standartenfiissebroek, who would be supervising

Brunnlitz. Schindler estimated that these giftsnal@ost him 100,000 Reichmarks in addition to the
200,000 Reichmarks set aside for the move to Bzt
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Figure 65: Madritsch List: Handwriting at the top of page reads,

“Inventory about people of our company who were takn
over by the Schindler Company at our request.” R. Tisch.

The signature below is of Marcel Goldberg.

Rumors were spreading in KL Plaszow that Schinkdést acquired a new factory in Czechoslovakia
and was selecting workers to go with him. Schintlied conferred with Stern, Bankier, Madritsch,
and Titsch over the decisions about the persomngbton the list. First to be chosen were the 300
Jews presently engaged in the decommissioningeoEthalia factory. Schindler’s plan was to join
forces with Madritsch and transfer their labor ecdlively. Madritsch supplied only 60 names — 40
men and 20 women. When Schindler inspected the ildaldrlist he noticed that between the last
name on the list and the signature of authorizatiimme was a large space. Schindler engineered a
further 20 names and, on his own account, addedlef 30 names. Thus, 50 more workers won the
lottery of life 2

Jacob Sternberg:

“Schindler gave the commander of Plaszow conceatratamp the list of his employees in

his enamel factory, including the names of othetammeorkers who he was allowed to

transfer to Brinnlitz in order to employ them ire tmunitions plant which he erected there.
Due to the pressure on Raymond Titsch, Schindlérpgomission to add a further twenty

workers to the Madritsch list, in spite of the féuat they were not metal workers. Schindler
then, in tiny handwriting, added a further thirgmes (50 in all)*°

Acrimony suddenly surfaced between Madritsch andhir®iler. Schindler felt that Madritsch,
although having looked after his workers up unéié4, was not now fully committed to the cause.
From the Madritsch personal papers there are indieathat Madritsch did not fully approve of
Schindler’s ethics, not specifically because of wieadid to the list. To be fair to both men, thesaes
turmoil in KL Plaszow at this stage and everyones wader suspicion for one thing or anotfiér.
And, of course, these were two very different memfdifferent backgrounds.

The Madritsch and Davar lists, as | have suggestexriperhaps the only genuine Schindler lists to
survive the Holocaust. The Madritsch list came imip possession in 2000. The handwritten name of
Goldberg will be noted. Every one of the 60 Jewscied by Madritsch and Titsch for the Schindler
transport has a story to tell. Over the years, dhthor interviewed many of them, and some
interesting facts emerged. | believe that the n@uklberg shown on this original list corroborates

99



the view that he (Goldberg) was at the very ceotéhe Brinnlitz list compilation. Although the tis
was sent from Madritsch to Schindler, it was Gotdbgho handled selections ... for reward.

With Schindler's commitment to the new factory iniBnlitz, he handed over the compilation of the
list to the Jewish labor office in KL Plaszow, whiat that time (in the absence of Amon Goeth) was
being administered by SS-Unterscharfuhrer Franzlevilwho controlled the office of work
distribution. Also working in this office was thew Marcel Goldberg (69516%

Both Simon Jereth and his wife Chaja (76316) wdaeqa on Schindler’s list despite Goldberg’s
efforts to remove them: Jereth was a very religimas. Oskar got tefillin for him (two small leather
boxes in the shape of a cube with a wad of parchméh hand-written texts from the biblical
Exodus. During the Morning Prayer service, the roeer 13 years old fix tefillin with the leather
thongs to the forehead and the left forearm). Bdegit his tefillin to anyone who wanted to praytwi
him. Every morning there was a queue and he cadl&tip is next?” When Schindler was about to
leave Briunnlitz in his bid to get to the west, dergacrificed his golden bridge put in by a deritist
Krakow before the war. He had the bridge takenbyuthe dentist, Hirsch Licht (68987), and it was
converted into a ring with the text written in Hetx: “Whoever saves one life saves the world
entire.”

Amon Goeth had taken leave and visited his fathemon Franz Goeth, a publisher in Vienna. During
his absence from the camp, officers of the SS RurdaRSMO (Reich Security Main Office)
descended on the camp and began a full-scale igagsh and audit of Goeth’s affairs. Just prior to
going on leave, Goeth had been covering up hisicaihactivities. He had the well-known informers
and collaborators who had been assisting him, étésh families of Chilowicz and Finkelstein, shot.
Bureau V of the SS consisted of professionals wstesnatically worked through every aspect of
Goeth’s activities. There was no shortage of infensramong other SS officers of the camp. To the
relief of everyone, Goeth was not to return todhmp. He was arrested by the SS investigatorsat hi
father's address in Vienna and taken to the S®mpiis Breslau, where he remained in custody.

A new Commandant was appointed to KL Plaszow, S&tsaurmfihrer Buscher, who was aware of
the impending closing of the camp. Buscher wantedisaiplined rundown and cooperated with
Schindler’s transfer activities.

Meanwhile, the list had permanently passed intdhtels of Marcel Goldberg, who was now the sole
arbiter and chose to use his authority and powema#dke himself a very rich man indeed. Dr.
Alexander Biberstein (68913), who had been onehefrhost influential persons in the ghetto and
privy to all of Schindler’'s dealings with the JetviResistance, was to find that he and his family ha
been removed from the list at Goldberg's intenvamtiThe list was subtly changing its format to
reveal that most people on the list were now wgatdimp functionaries. In order to make room for
the wealthy, Goldberg even had some nominees etati@a Auschwitz. Schindler was in Brinnlitz
and too preoccupied with setting up his new cangb saving his own neck now that Goeth was in
custody?®

To be saved by Schindler and the list did not nthahthat person agreed with Schindler’s actions:

Joachim Kinstlinger (68861) remarked: “To me, Schindler was still ar@m, a Nazi. I'm never
going to believe he was a Jew lover. To me, heesgmts the German system — Nazi — and he was a
guy who made money.”

Julius Wiener (69290). Although protected and saved by the hist,sought litigation to expose
Schindler as a criminal, as shown in the Wieneaiff

Ruth Kalder, mistress of Amon Goeth, said: “You think Schimdiked Jews? He loved them? Oh,
no, no. He was a loveable opportunist and he netfusd — so he worked with them. But he didn’t
take them to his heart.”

The doctors nominated would, at first glance, draavspecial inference. The fact was that these
doctors were all contributors to and associategSalflberg. Many doctors who Schindler specifically
requested did not make it onto the list. The follgyvdoctors are shown on the list for Brinnlitz:
Chaim Hilfstein (69295), Mirko Koniowitsch (77192yatilda Low (76354), and Leon Gro%8.In
spite of urgent pleas by Mietek Pemper, Itzhakr$tend Jerzy Schek (68836), Dr. Biberstein and his
family were not reinstated. Another unfortunate Wasldek Schindel, who had come up against the
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unscrupulous Goldberg. Dr. Schindel had requestelision on the list along with his two young
brothers, but Goldberg insisted on diamonds. Thés & well-known fact with many of those |
interviewed?"*

On October 15, 1944, at 5 a.m. on the Appellpliz list of workers going to Briinnlitz was read.out
The Bibersteins and the Schindels, although nd¢aajoined the group anyway, only to be removed
by the SS at the last moment of boarding the tram${3 According to Biberstein’s account after the
war, the seven wagons were for the men on Schiadistrto Briinnlitz via concentration camp Gross-
Rosen. Something underhanded was going on as dperpyr listed personnel were being refused. It
wasn't until later, when the transport arrivedra intermediary camp, that the reasons became clear

Transport of Men from Plaszow to Gross-RosenR*®

After being lined up and registered, the men werdressed and inspected. They received prisoner
uniforms from the camp warehouse, wooden clogs, vaaxl paper prisoner clothing. After being
deloused and disinfected the prisoners were hdrdeccamp quarters. The commander of the camp
was SS-Sturmbannfihrer Johannes Hassebroek. Sahatidick up a “business” relationship with the
commander and Hassebroek became a customer of mosigart supply: kilograms of tea, sardines, a
porcelain service, and liters of alcohol. On OctohB, 1944, 700 of Schindler's men departed,
crammed into eight wagons without food, water oilets; they arrived at the Gross-Rosen
marshalling yard one day later where they wer@stidl and all personal property was confiscated.

On the following morning, seven wagons were saaigtt to Brinnlitz; the eighth wagon contained
Jews who were to remain at Gross-Rosen or be Eswieere. Goldberg was still active: he crossed
off the names of 24 prisoners and wrote in the aofi@risoners from the eighth wagon in the free
spaces. Goldberg also changed the occupatioreefad prisoners. The final version of the official
transport list arrived from Plaszow on October 284, when the discrepancies were found but too
late to retrieve the prisoners.

Having arrived at Gross-Rosen, the men were predeaad camp numbers beginning with 68821
were recorded. It is these numbers allocated as$SRmsen that remained with the male Jews until
the war collapsed. It is these lists showing thesmes and numbers which have been mistaken for a
“Schindler list” when, in fact, these lists wereatja record for the purposes of supplying the pese
with food in the Brinnlitz sub-camp. It was at Gré®osen that Goldberg’s ploy collapsed. Goldberg
had given Gross-Rosen his own list of worthiesngisifficial forms taken from the labor office. The
official list from KL Plaszow had now arrived at @s-Rosen, and, of course, did not correspond with
Goldberg’s. There was a frantic flurry of activily the SS administrators but it was too late fonyna

of the original nominees who could not be found. Biberstein was reinstated on the Brinnlitz list
but it was too late for Dr. Biberstein’'s family, D&chindel, and many others who had been left
behind?™

According to Dr. Biberstein and many other Jews, ¢bnditions at Gross-Rosen were horrendous.
Treated like cattle, the men were forced into alkstpare where they were ordered to undress and
leave everything they had in a pilé.They were then herded to the bathhouse where wezg
shaven, and after a cold shower, wet and nakeg vibee prodded like cattle for two kilometers to a
store where they received a shirt, clogs, trousand, a beret. All their personal possessions were
taken. Forced into a barrack built to accommod#&etldese 100 prisoners had to sit between each
other’s legs as there was no room to stand.

Kept in the barracks for three days, unable totsdheir natural needs, people became dirty and the
barracks stank. The camp administrators clariffeddfficial KL Plaszow list and the prisoners were
sent on their 24-hour journey to Brunnlitz. Withoutiter or use of private facilities, they arrivad a
the station Brezova nad Svitavou, where Schindies waiting for them. In batches of five abreast the
men were marched to Schindler's camp, some twarkiters from the statici®® The men had arrived

at Brunnlitz, but where were the womenh?

Josef Bau gives us an indication of Schindler’'sceon and thoughtfulness:
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“At Gross-Rosen all our personal property was takemongst my property was a book of
poems and memoirs | had managed to keep throughewtar. We had been in Briinnlitz for
a few days when Schindler entered the factory ahedifor Josef Bau. He handed me my
book of poems and said, “I believe this is youk/hat kind of man would do that? | didn’t

know him.”

Gaikei

Figure 66: Josef Bau with the author, who is holdig the book of poems
which Schindler recovered from Gross Rosen. Tel Avil995

Schindler performed a similar kindness for Leon o<y returning his violin. The evidence shows
that Schindler was never in Gross-Rosen but somdielaad arranged these kind deeds for people he

didn't really know. It says much about his characte
The 300 Schindler women left KL Plaszow for Schém@d Brinnlitz. Unknown to them, their
transport took another direction — Auschwitz.

After October 21, 1942, only 600 prisoners from ligaidation work force remained at Plaszow; on
January 14, 1945, these individuals were shippedlischwitz. The Red Army liberated the Plaszow

camp on January 18, 1945.

Introduction
! viktor was born in Krakow on September 16, 198.died aged 81years on May 8, 2000. One of thoee s

(Michael, David and Viktor) of Herman and Fransi§iatheimer. Michael was killed in fighting withe
Polish army at the outbreak of war. When the Krakiwtto was established in March 1942, both brether
married local Jewish girls both named Helena. Sdén8ler women'’s list: Helena Dortheimer 76229 and
Helena Dortheimer 76230. Because of their identieahes both women were the subject of some difficul
when the Schindler women were rescued from AusehWithen the Krakow ghetto was liquidated on March
13 1943, Herman, Viktor and David were sent to Rlasconcentration camp. In Plaszow Viktor, a quedif
painter and decorator, was selected by Amon Gagpiint his villa. Viktor's father, Herman, was sém
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Mathausen camp where he was killed with a lethjakttion of benzene. Viktor's brother Michael wasishy
Amon Goeth when he was caught with concealed fooki® person. Viktor was sent to Schindler’s fagtor
where he struck up a personal relationship withOimector. Schindler repaid Viktor for loyal secei by
selecting him and the two Helena Dortheimers fariitz. On the last day of the war Oskar Schindle
offered a memento to Viktor. Viktor chose a sigpddtograph of the Director which shows him relaximg
deckchair (Figure 83). Viktor subsequently camengland, residing in North London, where he met and
joined the author in a world-wide journey of reatigering the Schindler story. Viktor Dortheimerisitiary
written by the author was publishedTihe Timesiewspaper on May 16, 2000.

Josef Bau was trained as a graphic artist at/thieersity for Plastic Arts in Krakow, Poland. Higlucation

was interrupted by World War Il and he was transf@to the Plaszow concentration camp in late 1941.

Having a talent in gothic lettering, he was emptbyrethe camp for making signs and maps for ther@es.

While in Plaszow, Bau created a miniature — the sizhis hand — illustrated book with his own pgekie

also forged documents and identity papers for peaplo managed to escape from the camp. During his

imprisonment, Bau fell in love with another inmaRebecca Tennenbaum. They were secretly married,
despite prohibition by the Germans, in the woméaisacks of Plaszow. After Plaszow, Bau was trarefe
to Gross-Rosen and then to Oscar Schindler’s, caingue he stayed till the end of the war. After fdd®n,

Josef Bau graduated from the University of Platis in Krakow. In 1950, he immigrated to Israejéther

with his wife and three-year-old daughter, wherevoeked as a graphic artist at the Brandwein latgitn

Haifa and for the government of Israel.

Raul Hilberg.The Destruction of the European Jewsndon 1985, 8.

Dr. R. Ball-Kaduri: References to this documemt @ the English translation, 1-103. If one takeynical

view of this letter one could be forgiven for thing, “ He would say that, wouldn't lieTen years after the

war Schindler was down and out and grasping forigak, what should one make of this letter in tlomtext
of what actually happened during the war period?aviy view, which I think is supported by the eviden
presented, is that Schindler’s testament is anmgtetement of his activities. It is a summary o teielings.

It gives one a glimpse of the true Schindler, atir@ry human being with ordinary successes andrésl

® Dr. L.N. WundheilerOskar Schindler's Moral Development during the Halast Humbolt Journal of Social
Relations, Vol.X111, No. 1-2 (1985) 1-20.

® Dr. Moshe Bejski's interview with the author. dsalem/London 1995.

" Thomas Fenscl@skar Schindler and His Listermont, 1995, 45Schindler’s author gives the film a standing
ovation The Orange County Register, January 2, 1994 rialakahama.

8 In January, 1944, Plaszow's status changed frdrorlaamp to concentration camp, indicated by tttere
KL (Konzentrationslaggr Hereafter, all camps are referred to by namg.onl

° The number shown after the individual is the nungi®wn on the ‘list’ from Yad Vashem, Ref. 01/164.

19 Prior to 1939, the factory premises at 4 Lipow@&twere known as ‘Rekord’. Schindler renamedabeory
‘Deutsche Emailwaren FabrikD.E.F). To this day the former Jewish employatthe factory refer to it as
Emalia.

Y Elinor J. BrecherSchindler's LegacylLondon 1995, 68. Schindler’s personal selectmme in different
guises; e.g. Helena (Susan) Sternlicht (76464) domservant to Amon Goeth. “In September 1944 tlboe
was arrested for corruption. Schindler came to ntesaid, ‘Susanna, you're coming with me. | halistal
built a factory in Czechoslovakia and I'm takingthe people with me'Schindler took down the names of
Sternlicht’s family and kept his word. The Sterhtifamily survived with Schindler.”

12 Dr. Moshe Bejski, interviewed by the author irelsi; 1995, re corruption in Plaszow (the list: cdetgpby
Marcel Goldberg).

13 Alexander BibersteirZaglada Zydow w KrakowigExtermination of Krakow's Jews). Krakow 1985, 143.

4 Emilie SchindlerWhereLight and Shadow Meg45.

15 R. Ball-Kaduri,Protocol and interview with Itzhak Stern (695518xd Vashem (01/1643) 1956, 1-80. Also
includes observations on Schindler, and correspmelwith Schindler, certified documentation and
depositions with witnesses and interested patteseafter, ‘Ball-Kaduri'.

'8 The stranger was Frantisek Sperka, hotel recdgtianthe Hotel Slavia, Svitavy (previously knoamthe
Hotel Ungar where Schindler was arrested in 1938).

Y pr. R. Ball-Kaduri,Protocol and interview with ltzhak Stern (695183d Vashem, (01/1643) 1956.

18 personal documentation from Steinhouse to theoauSiee also, Thomas Fens€iskar Schindler and His
List (Vermont 1995) 3-19; hereafter, Fensch.

19 Julius MadritschiMenschen in No2nd ed., (Vienna 1962) 28; hereafter, Madritddte information at the
author’s disposal also referred to Schindler amdstave labor system and factory administratioiirakow
and Tarnow and his dealings with the German WVHAr{8&hafts-und Verwaltungshauptamt); the
Economic and Administrative Main Office of the $&med in 1942 and headed by Oswald Pohl to
administer the concentration camps and economergniges of the SS.
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2 Raymond Titsch, a non-Jew from Vienna. Factoryagen for Julius Madritsch in Krakow and Tarnow.

2L Oswald Bousco, a non-Jew from Vienna. He was agr§barfiihrer (police sergeant) in the Krakow ghett

2 photographs of the Plaszow camp taken by RaymitadhTwere preserved under dramatic conditionsayod
the photographs are in the archives at the Yad &fadHolocaust memorial in Israel.

% police report of Brno, Czech Republic, found ia folice archives in Prague by the author in 18&&ls
with the arrest of Oskar Schindler in Svitavy oftyJi8, 1938, and notes of his interrogation, firgyerts and
photograph. Further documentation deals with thesaof Joseph Aue (Treuh&nder) at the premises of
Salomon Bucheister and Co., 15 Stradom Street,dtvak Czechoslovakia in 1946, and his extradition t
Poland and interrogation. The material exposesn8tdt as a spy for the German Security Services, hi
activities around Moravska Ostrava in 1938/9, dredstetup of the Abwehr in Krakow where Stern was
employed. The documentation was in the Czech amth@elanguages and translated by Dr. Yitka Viklova,
Massaryk University, Brno, Czech. Republic. ReadHgytranslator onto tape (probably a summarized
account) and then filtered by the author for fakctof@rmation.

4 Emilie, 33.

% Moravska Ostrava; hereafter, M. Ostrava.

% Although Stern had worked at the Bucheister Comsamce 1924, he was never aware of the fact beat t
premises were a front for the Abwehr and that bis German employer, Aue, was an agent and a half-Je
planted there by Schindler in 1939. Stern was mé&nbw about this until after the war, when he waléed to
give evidence on behalf of Aue, who was on trigkiakow as a German collaborator in Krakow. Much of
this background information comes from many intews by the author with Mrs. Sophia Stern, née
Backenrot (now deceased), in Israel. In 1938, SiathSophia Backenrot were engaged and later rdarrie
1945. Sophia was able to survive in the Drohobdyattg due to her Aryan appearance. Although Mrs.
Stern’s recollections are mostly hearsay, theywarg important when piecing together the facts. &or
substantial were the many documents that were @eaitable to the author for scrutiny.

2" Mrs. Schindler always refers to her husband asitfiter”.

2 All historical notes from the Svitavy Museum aokm@owledged: Radislav Fikejin Search of the Star of
David, Svitavy, 2008.

2 Following the Munich Agreement many Jewish fansilieom the town moved away and 152 local Jews
perished in Nazi camps. One of the labor campddwaish men from Poland and the Protectorate wasddc
at the Barthel Company in Svitavy. In 1944 the gmexs were deported to Wroclaw.

Chapter 1

%0 Certified extract from Registrar of births, deattsd marriages — Svitavy.

31 Johann Schindler (born September 5, 1883, Svitdeggribed by Emilie Schindler as often drunk doskat
from the family home at 24 Iglaustrasse, Svitavgw(r24 Polieska Street). Johann died in the Kisstp in
Eichstadt on February 19, 1947.

%2 Francizka Schindler (née Luserova), was born dmigey 15, 1884, Svitavy. Within the family she was
called Fanny. Described by Emilie Schindler asry yéeasant and elegant woman who was always ill.
Francizka Schindler died at age 53 years (1935irTharriage took place on October 12, 1907.

33 Emilie Schindler's memoir describes Elfriede laukiike her father: ugly, with chestnut hair andybrown
eyes. According to Emilie she was ignored by eveeyo

34 An interesting newspaper clipping found by thehanin Svitavy town archive. No date, but probadsyly
thirties. The document is a half-page section tweatisements by local businesses. There are two of
particular interests: (1) Hans Schindler, Zwittggvitavy) Iglaustrasse 24 (Schindler family addyess
‘Insurance Business; all insurances catered fia, fheft and personal insurance.” Immediatelyrafis
section there is a motif, then, ‘All farm machinefythe highest quality supplied; (2) A similar adtisement
with the same motif but headed ‘Franz Schindlerittaw (Svitavy) Lotschnau 187." According to the
translator there is no connection. The motif wasdusy similar allied trades.

According to Emilie Schindler, Johann Schindlerciakzed in the selling of electrical generators fo
domestic and farm purposes. He had previously tradesurances but the business had collapsed.

3 After primary school, Schindler attended the Rgmigasium Svitavy.

% Thomas Keneally’sSchindler’s Ark London, 1982, 37. Hereafter, Keneally.

3" Thomas Fenscl@skar Schindler and His Lisvermont, 1995, 13. Hereafter, Fensch/Steinhobis®.
included in this letter were references about Stlbirby Herbert Steinhouse. (Spielberg commences hi
portrayal of Schindler as of 1939.) This disclosyeSteinhouse is very interesting as it corrolesahany
instances from other sources of Schindler’s intdre3ewish culture from a very early age. One of
Schindler’s favorite images of Jewish life in Krakavas the sight of a Hassid scurrying across tharsg
with a goose tucked under his arm ready for Shaldmselated to the author by Mrs. Sophia Sterfe of
Itzhak Stern).
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3 Schindler’s local drinking house was the Hotel Binip the main street of Svitavy. The place whatege
16, he would taste his first pint of Pilsner besinere he would celebrate his wedding, conduct laehr
activities and the place where he would be arrefstiespying and later sentenced to death. The il
functioning and has retained that mysterious atmespwhere small groups of people still conducit the
business at all hours of the day and night. Thellisthow called the Hotel Slavia.

%9 List of previous convictions for minor offense&ea from the police files at Svitavy and Brno Magites
Court Office and the opinion of local people wheknSchindler at the time.

“OWundheiler refers to twin girls in Brecher’s indaction, p.xxxiii, of her boolSchindler's LegacyThere is a
photograph of Schindler: Oskar Schindler with feenedmpanions, apparently twins, taken about 1940
(photo by courtesy of Pola Yogev).

“LWundheiler: After Keneally had writté®chindler's Arkhe was approached by a big blonde man who claimed
to be Oskar’s illegitimate son: “First | thoughigtiyuy was a con,” said Keneally, “but he had taecm
information, and he sure looked like Oskar. He $ésdmother had him and his sister by Oskar, aeg Had
lived a block away from Emilie and Oskar in Svitdvgource from American press report. In Mrs.
Schindler’s memoir she confirms that an illegitismabn of her husband lived in Australia.

*2 Official program number 624457, Zavod Brno-Sobedi8. Kvetna. On May 19, 1928, in the magaS8pert,
the results of the trials on May 12 are shown.tFifgraslav Tichy, riding a Terrot, 2.58.6; secditko
Wagner, riding a Terrot, 3.17.1; and third, OskehiSdler, riding a Motor-Guzzi, 3.22.5. Source miaie
from the Svitavy museum. Verified by the author93.9See also Keneally, 38-40.

3 Herbert Steinhouse, “The Real Oskar Schind®aturday NightApril, 1994, 77.

*4 Moravska Elektrotechnica (M.E.A.S.). Brno.

4> Mahren-Schonberg is halfway between Svitavy anla®a. It was during this period of employment that
was to meet llse Pelikan, agent of the Abwehr

“ All genealogical documents were lost in the Sedofmtld War.

*" Emilie Schindler, 42

“8 Emilie also stated that there were other things tifie gypsy would not elaborate on. She was ntatitber
husband about this incident until after the war mifeey were en route to Argentina. It has all carue.

9 Keneally refers to this incident but names theagrRita Reif. 41.

0 Keneally states that she was killed in 1942.

*1 Emilie states that her mother was a just womarichvvas passed on to her.

2 Verified by the author, Svitavy 1996 (town recdrds

°3 Emilie Schindler, 36

** People NewspapeBuenos Aires, 1994, 7 (date of article mislaidjetview with Emilie Schindler by
journalists David Gardner and Corinna Honan.

% Since the Spielberg film, Mrs. Schindler has berencenter of media attention. She has always diaerk
observations about her relationship with her hugb@he author interviewed Mrs. Schindler on three
occasions at the King David Hotel, Israel, in 1994e has remained the main source of information
regarding Oskar Schindler. Her involvement with hesband in his Abwehr duties and her direct aciion
the Brunnlitz camp cannot be underestimated. Hatioaship with Oskar was always strained.

%% Ball-Kaduri. See also Keneally, 41.

*" Czech Security Police Documentation/C.J.1553/&/p86. Dated 19.7. 38. Interrogation of Oskar Salein
by Inspector Kirbek of the Security Police Depan@&rno. This document is one of a series, andinbd
by the author in Prague, Svitavy, and Brno, dealiit the surveillance and arrest of Schindler dgitis
spying activities in July, 1938. Under interrogati®chindler admits his association with the Abwelmd his
methods and contacts used during his activitiessti gives us further information about his peasdife.
The documentation contains 30 pages of reportsttdments, including a full set of Schindler’s
fingerprints, photograph, and description. Hereaffizech Security Document - Schindler.

Chapter 2

%8 Czech Security Document - Schindler.

¥ There are a number of sources where Schindleggacter is analyzed by withesses who were presgirtgi
these partying activities with Wehrmacht and S&efs.
Mrs. Emilie Schindler, who hosted entertainmentrévgs at their flat in Krakow.
Henry Rosner (69212), prisoner in Plaszow. Secohge@oeth to play the violin during entertainment
evenings in Goeth’s villa. See Elinor J. Brecl8shindler's Legacyt-5. Rosner interviewed by the author,
King David Hotel, Jerusalem, 1994. The opening esén the Spielberg film portray the personality of
Schindler accurately.

80 Author’s interview with Mrs. Sophia Stern, Isra#895. Although this is very much hearsay eviddritave
no reason to believe that this statement is natctrSubsequent clarification of the statementeriadMrs.
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Stern is in some way corroborated. See Robert StrMh,Who's Who in Nazi Germaniondon, 1995, 29.
(Canaris was born on 1.1.1887 and was appointeef Ghthe Abwehr on 1.1.35.) Perhaps this was a
Schindler story but it would explain his subsequanter and protection.

Mrs. Schindler: “In 1935/6 Oskar traveled to Krakehere he met and seduced a woman. She workehleor

counter-intelligence service and recommended hitretcsuperiors in Berlin. Oskar enjoyed his new job

tracking down foreign spies on the Czech/Polistdbaf

Czech Security Documents - Schindler.

Wilhelm Canaris intervened to save a number dimg of Nazi persecution, including hundreds of dew

Many such people were given token training as Abwagents” and then issued papers allowing them to

leave Germany. One notable person he is said t® &ssisted was the then Lubavitcher Rebbe in Warsaw

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn. The assassinafi&@einhard Heydrich in Prague, organized by MI6,

was done in part to preserve Canaris in his impogasition. The evidence that he was playing etiou

game grew, and at the insistence of Heinrich Himmmdo had suspected him for a long time, Hitler
dismissed Canaris from the Abwehr in February 19ddlacing him with Walter Schellenberg and merging
most of the Abwehr with the Sicherheitsdienst (SEjme weeks later, Canaris was put under housstarre
preventing him from taking part directly in the @0 Plot to assassinate Hitléfowever, just after the

Stalingrad disaster, Canaris had already planriedup’ against the entire Nazi regime in which maNgzi

officials would be accused for known crimes, witiligler would be arrested as an insane person baséis

exposure to poison gas in World War |, then impresbfor life. After the July 20 Plot, Canaris’ lotighe
rival, SS leader Heinrich Himmler, discovered tha¢ of the officers involved in the plot, a frieofd

Canaris’ who committed suicide, had kept the p&tads in a metal box. The investigations also ate that

a number of other assassination plots (possiblyh@nd.0 or 15) had been activated but had failebveere

covered up at the last minute. Most people whd@pated in these plots were people Canaris knelv we

Himmler kept Canaris alive for some time becausplapned to use him secretly as a future contattt the

British in order to come to an agreement to endathewith himself as the leader of Germany. Hidkso

wanted to keep him alive in order to get the naafesiditional conspirators. When Himmler’s plariddito

materialize, he received the approval of Hitlesémd Canaris to an SS drumhead court-martial pre sider
by Otto Thorbeck with Walter Huppenkothen as prasag which sentenced him to deaflugether with his
deputy General Hans Oster, military jurist Gen&aill Sack, theologian Rev. Dietrich Bonhoeffer and

Ludwig Gehre, Canaris was humiliated before witeesand then executed on April 9, 1945 in the

Flossenbirg concentration camp, a few weeks béfierend of the war. At the time of his executioan@ris

had been decorated with the Iron Cross First andi@eClass, the Silver German Cross, the CrosabH

and the Wehrmacht's Twelve and Twenty-Five Yearg-6ervice Ribbonsrwin Lahousen and Hans Bernd

Gisevius, two of Canaris’ main subordinates, swgglithe war and testified during the Nuremberg $rial

about Canaris’ courage in opposing Hitler. Lahousealled a conversation between Canaris and Glenera

Wilhelm Keitel in which Canaris warned Keitel thhe German military would be held responsible Far t

atrocities in Poland. Keitel responded that they heen ordered by Hitler. Keitel, who also survitee war,

was found guilty of war crimes at Nuremberg anddesh

% A very good analysis can be found in the book lycB, M., Ribbentrop London, 1992. Ch. 15. See also
Henderson, Sir Nevilldailure of a Mission (Berlin 1937-1939) London 1941.

% Austria annexed March 13, 1938; 183,000 Jews larted to the danger.

% Report by Henlein, March 28, 1938: German Forélgticy, series D, 11, No. 107, as cited in A.J.&yldr,
Origins of the Second World Wdrondon, (Penguin) 1963, 192.

7 See AJP Taylor below.

% Keneally, 42. Czech Security Documents - Schindler

% Ziegenhals 514.

0(1) Czech Security Document - Schindler. (2) Kélged3 refers to the Abwehr agent as Eberhard Geba
and that Schindler’s introduction into the Abwedwk place on the Czech/Polish border. Keneallytoant
is similar but the names and location are conttadiby the evidence of the Czech Security Document.

" Czech Security Document.

2 bid.

% Ibid.

;;‘ Czech Security Officers of the Counter Intelliger8ranch.

Ibid.

7 Jon Blair interview with Mrs. Schindler, Slates51686, interview Blair/Emilie Schindler, Buenos &,
1981, for the film documentar@skar Schindlerl65/Take 1. 7. Hereafter, Mrs. Schindler. In1864

- memoirs she refers to the documents being founthBehmirror in the bathroom.

Ibid.

6

=
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w
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8 Czech Security Document CJ.Z - 416/1946 - Relathe extradition and interrogation of Joseph Zalias
Sepp Aue, born 13.5.1907. Interviewed by the CSOstrava on August 6, 1946. Re Aue’s wartime
activities and involvement with the Abwehr durifgetperiod 1938/9. This material is significanttagives
us new evidence of the Schindler/Stern relationship

Chapter 3

9C.J. 7219/1946 - 11-1. Moravska Ostrava, 9.8.18#%6rrogation of Joseph Aue by the Czech Security
Service after the war. A crucial twelve-page doconwehich deals with detailed information of the Adw
in Moravska Ostrava and Krakow, Aue’s involvemeithv&chindler and the Higher Officers of the SS, SD
and Wehrmacht. Also included is the official pasitiof Treuhander in the offices of the Jew, Salomon
Bucheister at 15 Stradon Street, Krakow. Herea@ieech Security Document - Aue.

8 The Abwehr also had offices in Oprava.

81 Up until the end of September 1939, all the ségaépartments of the Nazi State were working
independently. By the decree of September 29, 181B8xisting German police forces were merged unde
one umbrella organization — the Reichssicherhaiistaant(Reich Security Office). There were numerous
changes in the RSHA over the years, but essentla#lgtructure was kept until the end of the war.

:i Jon Blair/Mrs. Schindler interview, 1981, 166/1-8.

Ibid.

8 Emilie Schindler, 49.

% |bid. See also Blair/Mrs. Schindler interview notegentina 1982.

8 SD Headquarters - Hohenzollern Palace, 102 Wilkelmse, backing onto the Prinz Albrechtstrass¢aes
building where Himmler also had offices. (After Higich's assassination he was succeeded by Dr.
Kaltenbrunner.) The bureaucracy had grown and idARoffices sprawled all over Berlin occupying no
fewer than 38 buildings. See Butl&estapo 131.

87 3s-Obersturmbahnfiihrer Dr. Werner Best.

8 Rupert ButlerGestapo London, 1992, 77/8.

8 Aleksander B. SkotnickiQskar Schindler In the eyes of Cracovian Jews Rebby him. Krakow2008, 49.

% Czech Security Document - Aue. Joseph Aue, akgpRue, was the son of the Jew, Emily Goldberger.
Mother — German National, née Kamily. Parents weatemarried. Aue’s mother married Charles Lederera
who died in 1937. Aue was brought up as a Catl&ioman and was able to avoid persecution. His ffathe
died in Auschwitz in 1942.

% Ibid.

2 |bid.

% |bid.

“Ibid.

% Sicherheitsdienst: the SD, on paper at leastthetelligence organ of the Nazi Party, wheréasGestapo
was the Secret State Police. In fact, the two wabd@closely together that, at times, they were
indistinguishable. The SD laid heavy emphasis asying ideological and racial enemies.

Rupert ButlerGestapg London, 1992, 96-8.

% bid.

7 (1)Mrs Schindler. (2) The Jon Blair/Emilie Schiedinterview in 1981 makes interesting reading wéthard
to Operation Himmler She mentions meetings at about this time of hagiking SD, SS, and Wehrmacht
officers, at their apartment in Moravska Ostrav@e Speaks of the Polish uniforms being deliverad, a
boxes which filled her rooms. Mrs. Schindler mensidhat her husband was paying cash on delivery for
these items. The Schindlers’ main concern was ttisiPAbwehr, who had been keeping their movements
and apartment under observation. She stated thatidd already been burgled. She concluded thatweno
entered the premises was looking for papers bthatlwas taken was her wristwatch. Emilie Schindlas
part of theAbwehr in Moravska Ostrava but only in a nomindér®&he never undertook operational duties
but remained privy to all her husband’s activitigss. Schindler returned to Svitavy shortly aftep&mber
1, 1939. Author’s interview with Emilie Schindlé¢ing David Hotel, Jerusalem 1995.

% Emilie, 32.

% Rupert ButlerGestapo 98.

190 g,

108 pigl.

192 3on Blair, film documentaryskar Schindler

193 czech Security Document - Aue. See also, Martibeéi, The HolocaustLondon, 1987, 94/5.

104 czech Security Document — Aue.

19 |bid. The woman, Marta, was to become a trust adtnator for Schindler in the controversial Wiener

Affair.
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1% schindler's NSDAP record card shows his persoa#dits including changes of residence. He is shasvn
Member No. 27 Zwittau/Svitavy (6,421,477). Residena 28.3.40, Parkstra. Moravska Ostrava, 25, 8.3.4
4.4.40 Westring, inner Stadt 23/111, Krakow.

197 Fensch/Steinhouse, 13.

Chapter 4

1% pr. Frank began his political career in the THReich as a Dragoon in the Sturmabteil(8g\). A lawyer by
profession, he gave free legal service to NaziyRagmbers. He was rewarded by being appointedeas th
first Bavarian Minister of Justice, then Reichsrsiar without portfolio. In October 1939, Hitler ¢had
him with exemplary powers to oversee Poland belegrsed of Jewish culture and the suppressioreof th
civilian population. Dr. Frank was answerable ttlétidirectly over all matters. Frank was a moodtoarat
who displayed sentimentality and brutality. He yeasverful but vain. He was one of the principal @exdts
of the destruction process in Poland.

199 After the outbreak of war with Russia (June 224 1)9the German army overran Galicia and this area
became the fifth district. (Raul Hilbergihe Destruction of the European Jewsndon, 1985, [3 vols.] Vol.
1, 197. Hereafter, Hilberg.)

10 Otto Gustav Freiherr von Wachter, born 1901, wiassbn of General Josef Freiherr von Wéchter, an
Austrian Minister of the Army. He joined the Austni Nazis and took part in the futile Nazi attermipddy
1934 to seize power in Austria. He fled to Germamgere he dropped his title of nobility and became a
German citizen. After the invasion of Russia in 29&&chter moved to Lvov where he remained until
being dislodged by the Russians in 1944. He prdsider the “ghettoization” of the Jews in the Krako
and Galicia districts and over the deportationtheflews in Galicia and Italy. Wachter died inyiial 1949
under the protection of Bishop Alois Hudal. (Railbidrg, Perpetrators, Victims, and Bystanders, the
Jewish Catastrophd.ondon, 1991, 46/47. See also Hilberg, Vol. 3,810

11 Replaced in 1943 by Koppe. Rumored killed on thst&rn Front. No trace post-1945.

12 Rupert ButlerGestapo London, 1992, 168/9. One of the powers behindhhene of Heydrich was Walter
Schellenberg (1910-1952), who rose to be head ¢f@8&ign Intelligence. As such, he was charged with
drawing up the Sonderfahnungliste-GB (Special Sehist for Great Britain). It was Schellenberg wihead
engineered the downfall of Canaris after the attesngHitler’s life, the so-called bomb plot. Scleglberg
knew that the concept of a unified intelligencevirr was favored by Kaltenbrunner (Heydrich’s sissoe).
The bomb plot on Hitler was the green light for 8i2 to go for Canaris. Himmler and Kaltenbrunner, i
their furor of vengeance, soon unearthed damnimgaee against Canaris. Their investigators haddau
safe in the basement of the Abwéleadquarters at Zossen. They unearthed meticutitas written in
Canaris’s own hand. Here were details of the Vateechanges, together with a sensational revelgtiain
Oster (Canaris’s deputy) and others had betrayeg@ldns of the German High Command for the invasion
of France and the Low Countries.

13Coded message from Schindler's secretary (Viktshmowska) was sent directly to Canaris Headqusrter
See Keneally 70.

114 After the invasion of Poland, Heydrich issued arde dated September 21, 1939, in two parts: (d@un
heading -The Jewish Question in Occupied Territorieset out preliminary measures against the Jews; (2)
dealt with the establishment of the Jewish Counicitlders (Judenrat) to facilitate the evacuatibdews
from countryside to town. Document marked “Secr8e€ GutmarRattern of Jewish Leadershif69.

115 35ee Hilberg, Vol. 1 250, 214. Entries by Czerniaior October 19-20 and November 2, 1939, in Hither
Staron, and Kermisz, ed$Varsaw Diary 84, 86-87.

18 50urce - Alexander Biberstein (brother of Makytermination of Krakow’s JewsVarsaw, 1946. Extract

translated by Leo Aftergood, London, 1995 (brothfeBertha Aftergood [76201]). See also Keneally/988

He has got it exactly right.

(1) Keneally 88. (2) The Holocaust raised somthefmost acute moral issues ever faced by humanity.

Moral judgments and dilemmas can be seen in thest striking form in connection with the Judenfadir

a comprehensive appraisal of the Judenrat, seshl3aunk’sJudenrat,New York, 1972.

18 Ball-Kaduri, 17. See also Keneally 63. Keneallggests that Schindler obtained his information fiike-
minded sympathizers in the offices of the SD and SS

119 Krakow, Westring, inner Stadt 23/111.

120 Mrs. Schindler’'s memoir: Schindler had a long-testationship with Klonowska. Oskar appears to hgoe
his women’s loyalties mixed up, i.e. Klonowska, @cling to Mrs. Schindler, was with the Gestapoifant
Canaris) and the lady Amelia was with the Abwehhink we must accept that even love can override
individual loyalties. Who was spying for whom?

121 |bid.

117
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122 The termTreuhandemppears to have been an innovation brought in &@yB#rmans at the outbreak of
hostilities. From the many regulations publisheddéaupied Poland between 1939 and 1944, there afipea
be no directives directly concerning the charasties of a Treuhdnder. The only requirements fisr th
position were that the person had to be capabjeafdianship according to the general principlethef
time. Only German and Austrian citizens, and l#tervolksdeutsche were acceptable for this position
Hereafter, Trust Administrator - Treuhand Officaed3t.

123 Ball-Kaduri.

2% |pid.

125 Czech Security Document —Aue.

126 Ball-Kaduri.

127t was the policy of the RSHA to Aryanize not jtis¢ ownership of companies, but also the managemen
and workforce. The sooner the Trust Administrafibtered out the skilled Jewish employees, thedrett
Ball-Kaduri, 16. Keneally, 51. For further infornm@t on the policy of Aryanization and the proceduisee

e Raul Hilberg,Documents of Destructipihondon, 1972, 25.

Ibid.

129\jithin a matter of months, Schindler had boughtfdctory outright for a reported sum of 300 RMctdi
Dortheimer interview with the author, 1996.

130 yitzhak Stern (69518). His account of the timed,an particular of his dealings with Schindlere af
utmost importance. He was born in Krakow, Polaaduary 25, 1901 to Menachem and Perla, née
Hirschberg. He was the chief accountant for theistewwned export-import firm of J.L. Bucheister and
Co., 15 Stradon Street, Krakow, a position he ted kince 1924. He lived until the war at Gruenssga
28, Krakow. He married a solicitor, Sophia Backenim1945. Stern was the vice-president of theislew
Agency for Western Poland and a member of the &tddommittee in Krakow. He survived the war with
Schindler and, for a time, lived with him in Patite immigrated to Israel in 1948. He was intervidvre
1948 by Herbert Steinhouse about his war expergmwaeaich were later published in the book by Thomas
FenschOskar Schindler and His LisVermont, 1995, 270 pages. Stern also publishedad! booklet,
Oskar Schindler the Humanjstel Aviv, 18 pages, written shortly before hisittein the summer of 1967.

131 Mrs. Stern to the author, 1995.

Chapter 5

132 The Wiener papers and statements are in the @shivYad Vashem. Translated from Hebrew into Bhgli
by Yaél Reicher, Tel Aviv, for the author. See at@mmneally, 86/87. Working independently on thisuissl
find that Keneally got it just about right. He clgad the names probably on advice from his publgsher
Keneally's research is very thorough.

133 The share of Jewish workers employed by Schirati&malia 1940-1944. 1940-150; 1941-190; 1942-550;
1943-900; 1944-1,000; 1945 (Brinnlitz)-1,100.

134 Jon Blair, film documentangchindler 1982.

135 author interviews Richard Rechen, Israel, 1992cHem played an important part in Schindler’s eséapa
Brunnlitz after the war. He was also the man whioemvSchindler died in 1974, was nominated to go to
Germany and bring Schindler’s body to Jerusalem.

136 See Hilberg Vol. 208/10.

137Dr. Arieh L. BaumingerThe Fighters of the Krakow Ghettéad Vashem, 1990, 23.

138 Courtesy of the Historical Museum of the City afakow.

139 Tadeusz PankiewicZhe Krakow Ghetto Pharmadgnd ed. 151), Israel, 1987. 1-10. This editiors wa
translated from Polish into English by Henry Till@his is an excellent book, by far the most dexiue
account from a person on the spot and who saw thiegy

140 Bauminger, 26.

11 |bid.

142 pankiewicz, vii.

143 Jon Blair, film interview with Mrs. Emily Schindig1982. B.A.

144 See Wundheiler 4, also Ball-Kaduri documentation.

Chapter 6

145 Julius MadritschMenschen in NotPeople in Distress). Wien, 1963, 1-28.

148 The clothing factories of F.A. Strassberg & Cad &A. Hugo. The takeover as a Trust Administratas
very similar to that of Joseph Aue’s. Madritsch gaemfort to the Jews in his employment and made
conditions as comfortable as possible.
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147Working for Madritsch were: Raymond Titsch and Bdolf Lenhardt, both from Vienna; Anneliese
Pipgorra from Berlin; Maria Herling from Vienna. ¢d on the books was Oswald Bousco from Vienna, the
police sergeant in the ghetto.

148 (1) Ball-Kaduri documentation. (2) Madritsch docmtation secured by the author, Vienna 1995.

149 Raul Hilberg,Documents of Destructigh.ondon, 1972, 89/90.

150 Benjamin B. Ferenct,ess Than Slavesondon, 1979, 18.

131 Oswald Pohl, who had joined the Party in 1926 lzamdi risen to the rank of Obergruppenfiihrer, wasetthe
man in charge of the new RSHA. Glueck’s Departniznthich was in charge of all concentration camps,
was made subordinate to Pohl. Department D11 hdildeecommitment of inmates for labor and was
headed by Standartenfiih@erhard Maurer, who was assisted by Karl Sommer.

152 Hilberg, Documents of Destructio290.

153 The specialists for Jewish matters who belongatedicherheitspolizeiere: SS Obersturmfiihrer Becher,
SS-Oberscharfiihrer Siebert, Untersturmfiihrer Braihése officials appeared in the ghetto from time t
time. SS-Sturmscharfuhrer Kriminalsekretar Wilhédomde, Olde, and SS-Obersturmfuhrer Hermann
Heinrich were permanently stationed there.

The Gestapo were: SS-Obersturmfilhrer Theodor Halger, Specialists SIPO Korner and Paul Mallotke.
The SSU Polizei were: SS-Oberfuhrer Schermer (Bodewas the highest authority for Jewish affairs in
the Krakow district), Sturmbanfihretésse, SS-Unterscharfuhrer Horst Pilarzik, SS-Rditer Wiktor
Ritschek,and SS-RottefihrerZugsberger.

The Main office of the SSU Polizei was located &adders. See Pankiewicz, 69.

154 Dr. Arieh L. BaumingerThe Fighters of the Krakow Ghettéad Vashem, 1990, 26.

'%° Chris Webb collection.

1% Tadeusz PankiewicZhe Krakow Ghetto Pharmaciew York, 1985 (English translation), ChapteR2;
52. Still the most credible book that deals spealfy with the Krakow ghetto. Victor Dortheimer (624).
Interview with the author 1996.

37 Only in May 1942 did the Nazi regime begin theteystic mass deportations of Reich Jews that Hitier
decided upon the previous autumn. A similar fafelbthe transports from Slovakia and Western Earspon
thereafter. Between May 4 and 15, 12 transportsaaadng 10,000 Reich Jews were deported to Chelmno
where they were gassed. Jews from Vienna were tebiar Maly Trostenets on May 5, followed by a lfiert
17 transports June 1942. On June 22. 1942, it wiag=pl out by Dr Frauendorfer, the Director of Lalmthe
Generalgovernment, that expulsions of Jewish l&bon the ghettos was causing economic difficulties.
Frauendorfer explained that Jews were part of @@e0DO skilled workers employed in the armaments
industry; 800,000 workers were sent to Germany,aafutither 100,000 (including Jews) were employgthie
military. He further pointed out that he was soldépendent on Jewish labor and, therefore, Jekitids
labor should be used and not be fodder for theeS&ttement program. While Globocnik was pulling @ray
to exterminate the Jews, the military were pullimg other way to retain Jewish skilled labor. A poomise
was reached in September/October 1942.

138 County of Krakow (Krakow): Martin Gilbert (MG), ‘Bip of the Holocaust’, Map 128 (7,000), Yad Vashem
Archives (YVA); YA (5,000, 1 - 6), TB, table 7, tweery large transports between June 1 and 6, &also
YVA KK/1, 6,000 on June 1,1942, and 4,000 on Jud842. From all other sources 10,000 is the pra&babl
number. See also Tadeusz Pankiewicz, Krakow GRétomacy, NY, 1985, 40-53.

139 County of Lviv (Galicia): YVA, this transport frodanowska camp joined up with the Kolomyja transfoor
Belzec in mid June. See also YVA LL/1, June 24,2184000 deported to Belzec. Lviv was spared furthe
transports until 12 August 12, 1942,

180 County of Tarnow (Krakow): MG, Map 128, YVA, YA1118 June 1942, these were very large transpa@es. S
also YVA KK/3, June 11-18,1942, 12,000. SS-Obedil8cherner, Police Leader, Krakow, personally
directed these transports. These were the firddggrtations since the Krakow transports. 40,@9¢.Jn the
open ghetto faced 30 Schutzpolizei, 100 Polistcpddificers, 150 Gendarmerie, a unit of Sonderdiand the
Polish labor service (Baudienst). Two separateasjmars were taking place simultaneously: ortliche
Aussiedlung (local resettlement) where thousands @iher taken to the forests or to the local ¢ergye
where they were shot into pits. The residue, sohg0D, were deported to Belzec. These actiongdtah
June 18, when the remaining (some 20,000) work Jews sealed into the ghetto. Further actionsisfkimd
took place in August, September and November 194i2n this transport arrived at Belzec on Junel 232,
there was a spontaneous act of resistance. Whewothkelews were removing the bodies from the gas
chambers and they saw the situation, they attaitlkee@erman and Ukrainian guard. It was reported fou
Germans and nearly all the Jews were killed. Sebives of PZPR (Polish United Worker's Party),
Documents for 1942 - Sikorski Archive London.

181 pankiewicz, 48.

192 |pid. Ch 2.
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193 |pid, 48.

%4 The Madritsch papers from Vienna obtained by ttbar, 1995.

185 pankiewicz, 103.

1% Mrs. Sophia Stern’s recollection of her husbanterview with the author. See also Wundheiler.
167 Keneally, 135-138. See also Ball-Kaduri documénitat

188 Affidavit by Lesser, Yad Vashem, dated 1962.

189 pankiewicz, 58.

170 Madritsch documentation, Vienna, 1995.

171 (1) Bauminger/Pankiewicz.

Chapter 7

172 See: PiperAuschwitz9 who quote§Vspomnienia Rudolfa HoRRa - Komendanta obdmieoimskiego,
Warsaw 1965, 18, 204; T. Cyprian, J. Cyprian andi&a, Sprawy polskie438-439.

3 PRO, File No. FO 371/50971/85681. British Intadiige report dated 16 March 1945.

74 |bid. See also Alexander Skotnickiskar Schindlerkrakow 2008, 331

75 Trial notes and indictment of Amon Leopold Gogthihough only hearsay, in 1995 | interviewed S@tern
(wife of Yitzhak Stern, collaborator with Oskar Safler in Krakow) when she stated that Schindlar, o
hearing Bachner’s story, went to Belzec to vetily tletails but was turned back by the SS-guar8staibor
Lubelski.

Chapter 8

178 Joseph Bau (69084), interviewed by the author seeeral weeks in 1993-6. Recollections of Bau come
from a detailed diary of events immediately after war.

7 Interviewed by the author.

18 The Ferber shooting was witnessed by Victor Damtlee (69124). Interviewed by the author in London
1995.

9 This hanging was witnessed by the entire camp hHd®&gjski (69387) related the facts to the authdrd9s.

180 Julius Madritsch and Raymond Titsch witnessedaftermath of the liquidation. The only Jews to $ugv
from Tarnow were the Jews employed in the Madritachory, who were transferred to the Madritsch
factory in Plaszow. Madritsch paid well for thisnoession.

181 Mieczyslaw Pemper (69514) was employed by Goethsecretary. Some of the most secret information
was obtained by Pemper, including details of thagport of the Hungarian Jews in 1944. | will bieméng
to Pemper’s activities later. Interviewed by thé¢hau in Augsburg, Germany, 1995.

182 | am still strongly of the opinion that the Casa8ichindler connection is standing firm.

183 Mrs. Schindler's memoir, my observation.

184 R. Fikejz,In Search of the Star of David

185 Adam Guard (69515) interviewed by the author iuigalem, who confirmed this transfer.

18 BJair interview with Mrs. Schindler 1982,

187 Ball-Kaduri documentation. See also Benjamin BeRez,Less Than Slaveslarvard 1979, 191-192. Even
Jews who worked nearby for Siemans-Bauunion at &sdRlaszow described how they could sometimes
warm their hands by the fire in the Schindler whall, where they dared to cook a potato that the h
managed to hide or steal.

Chapter 9

188 The Judenrat, and Guitter at its head, tried feersé successive days to postpone the date ofghieltion,

. using whatever means possible. All attempts falttathse refused to agree to a delay of even one day.
Ibid, 106.

19 Goeth and Haase could not stand each other. (Mrakohive record 2586/76) Pankiewicz, from his
observation post, noted other SS officers; W. KutdeOlde, Heinrich, K. Heinemayer (Chief of the
political division of the Gestapo and his depupedalist SIPO Koener), and, of course, Goeth'sqeal
body-guard, Oberscharfuihrer Albert Hujar, who wassonally responsible for shooting all the patent
the main hospital at Jozefinska Street, as Pankiemoted, “Hujar was running amok like a rabid aadim
through the entire building, leaving a trail of btband corpses, he shot the guard at the gatéhardby
cowering in the dog house.”

1 part of a 150-person Jewish detail sent to Plasadwelp build the new camp were the Bejski brather
Israel (69385), Moshe (69387), and Uri (69384).

192 The headstone was still in-situ; June 1996.
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193 pankiewicz, 113. Dr. Aleksandrowicz’s escape ftbmghetto is related in a bodkages from the Diary of
Dr. Tough published in 1962 by the Literary Publishing Heus

%% |bid, 107.

195 pankiewicz,39

1% Interviewed by the author, 1995. Dortheimer Srs \eder taken to Mathausen where he was killed avith
lethal injection of benzene. A doctor Eigenholtaznfr Haifa, a prisoner in Mathausen, told Victor lod fate
of his father.

197 Jon Blair documentary filn§chindler(1982).

19 |nterviewed by the author at the King David Hptirusalem. Also Jon Blair filnchindler(1982).

199 pankiewicz, 42.

290 Madritsch documentation.

1 Bousco, sickened with the Nazi policies, fledhe forest dressed as a Polish farmer. He was canght
summarily tried for treason and shot. The date S3egtember 18, 1944,

22 Henry and Olek Rosner interviewed by the authdheing David Hotel, Jerusalem. See also JorrBlai
film Schindler(1982).

203 Madritsch documentation — statement of Raymonschit

204 Martin Gilbert, The Holocaust367.

295 pankiewicz, 114-5.

2% Unkelbach took over as manager of the factory §Ress.” which manufactured cutlery. When all thesle
were moved to Plaszow, Unkelbach, like Schindlet,special dispensation to march his men from the
camp to the factory each day and return in theiegehater Schindler was to reap the benefits efrtaw
barracks when his Jewish labor remained at Engliarded by a very small SS detachment.

27 Dr, Karl Eberhardt Schoengarth, SS-Standartenf(Bemmander) of the Befehlshaber der
Sicherheitspolizei und des SD (BdS) in the Netmettaand then the General Government, had much
experience in tracking down and killing Jews. Hgamized three Kommandos. In the middle of Julyl194
these Kommandos moved into the Eastern Polish arehsvith headquarters in Lwow, Brest-Litovsk, and
Bialystok, respectively, killed tens of thousandiSews. (See note 26, Hilberg, 296, Vol. 1,) Scigaeth
also present at Wannsee on 20.1.1942. A drinkimmeaof Schindler’s, he was a main source of
information, which was filtered by Schindler toeseted Jews on a need to know basis. He was addite
alcoholic oblivion. (Rupert Butler, 180)

298 |nterviewed by the author in Tel-Aviv 1995.

209 Another influential Jewish leader that immediatedynes to mind, who also had these qualities, was D
Elachanan Elkes of the Kovno Ghetto.

219 Rabbi Lewertow will be remembered in Spielbergjis fas the factory worker who was “timed” by Godth
the making of hinges and then taken out where atattempts were made by Goeth to shoot him. Kéneal
incorrectly (page 223) refers to the Peltzmann ligas Perlman.

211 See the Bejski papers.

Chapter 10

Z2\wundheiler.

23 |rene Schek (76431) statement in the Blair film.

Z4\wundheiler.

215 eopold Pfefferberg (69006) Blair film.

%1% 1945, Florenz met Lamus, who asked for Schitsleddress and asked Florenz to give his regards a
thank Schindler for saving his life (statement byrénz in Yad Vashem).

2" Roman Wobhlfeiler (69414) and Halina Wohlfeiler 486), both interviewed by the author. See also-Ball
Kaduri documentation. Here, as elsewhere, whem8tdris own report is mentioned, the author is nrixfg
to Schindler’s report of his activities that canibgpected in the archives of Yad Vashem and tteat a
published in Grossmann, K.Mie Unbesungenen HeldeRrankfurt: Ullstein, 1989.

%8 5ee Keneally, 235/6.

Z9Author’s interview with Dr. Bauminger and Shlomoh®n, Israel, 1995.

0 Recollections by Wohlfeiler and Dortheimer of theident as told to the author.

221 Ball-Kaduri documents. See also statement of Siéad Vashem, and Keneally page 243.

222 Ball-Kaduri documents and statement by Sternthindler gathering in 1962 in Tel-Aviv.
Keneally, 243.

?2The Timesdated July 8, 1996. — “Review of Plotting HiteDeath” by Joachim Fest.

224 puthor’s interview with Adam Garde 1995. See dsmeally, 292.
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225 Ball-Kaduri, 18.

228 |hid.

2T\Wundheiler.

228 Mrs. Sophie Stern.

229 |bid. See also Ball-Kaduri, 48.

230 Interviewed by the author in Tel Aviv, 1995.
%1 nterviewed by the author in Germany, 1995.
232 Mrs. Schindler — Jon Blair interview.

233 Bejski documents to the author.

234 Ball-Kaduri.

Z5Wundheiler, 13.

2% pid, 14.

27 Interview by the author with Moshe Bejski, 1995.
ZBwundheiler, 11.

Chapter 12

239 Tarnow ghetto final deportations on January 9,319%e only survivors were the Madritsch factory
personnel who were sent to Plaszow.

240 personal memoir of Madritsch.

1 |pid.

242 |pid.

243 |nterview with Pemper. See also Ball-Kaduri docame

244 Ball-Kaduri.

24> pemper’s open access to confidential files in Beaiffice was the subject of charges when Goeth wa
arrested by the SS investigation team.

248 plaszow held over 30,000 Jewish prisoners in ey

%47 See also Keneally, 280-1.

248 Mrs. Chana Kinstlinger (76328)

29 Recollection by Joseph Bau, interviewed by théaut

20 |pid.

21 pid.

%2 Original wagons can still be seen in a sidinglasBow railway station. On a visit there | was shdfe
wagons, which were all sealed. The stationmastsrkiadly broke the seal on one wagon and allowed m
to inspect the interior. The small narrow windowered by barbed wire was still intact.

253 statements of these two doctors can be seen ardhéves of Yad Vashem.

Chapter 13

%4 Keneally, 299. On today’s maps, Gross-Rosen isvshas Rogoznica (to the left of Wroclaw).

255 BJair film 1982, interview with Urbach.

28| etter to the author from Group Captain C. Rus@dimmandant, RAAF College, RAAF Williams. Point

”or Cook Vic 3028 under reference AF94/2813 Pt 2 datéd.95.

Ibid.

28 pid.

29 Interviews by the author with Victor DortheimerdaRichard Rechin.

%0 A5 stated, Bousco was found guilty as a traitar executed by the SS on September 18, 1944.

%1 Colonel Lang was well known to Schindler, havimgyiously sanctioned the Emalia armaments contract.

%2 gchindler's own assessment of his feelings, awsthio a letter to Ball-Kaduri.

263 Moshe Bejski's interview with the author.

%4 Detailed overview of events by Schindler to Ba#eri.

255 Madritsch was never happy with Schindler over thisdent.

26 Bejski papers to the author.

27 Madritsch’s personal memoir.

268 plexander BibersteirExtermination of the Krakow Jews43. Also interview with Moshe Bejski.

29 pr, Alexander Biberstein’s memoir.

2% One of the most curious aspects of the list istlbahere is Doctor Gross shown. We know he went to
Gross-Rosen and that he was in Brunnlitz and faterned to Auschwitz. Nowhere is his name recortled
find this most odd and when | sought a reason fv@u Vashem (whose expertise is questionable), they

- were unable to offer a reason. | am not persudusdate have the final answer to this.

Ibid.
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272 |pid. Dr. Schindel and his brothers were the paistoners to leave KL Plaszow. Dr. Schindel landpdn
Auschwitz but would survive the war. The brotheesevforced to march to Flossenburg. One was dhot, t
other survived.

23 The Gross-Rosen concentration camp was origiesligblished in 1940 as a branch camp of Sachsesthaus
in the vicinity of a quarry. Gross-Rosen becamédependent camp on May 1, 1941 and remained $lo unt
February 1945. During the period of camp liquidatibe number of prisoners reached 100, 000. These w
prisoners of various nationalities, though predamtity Jewish. Nearly 50 smaller camps fell under th
administration of Gross-Rosen. One of these wai8gr's labor camp at Brunnlitz. While the numioér
people who died at Gross-Rosen is difficult to leltd, it is estimated that because of the inhumane
conditions one-third of the 125,000 people who edskrough the camp and its branch units during the
Second World War perished.

™ |bid.

27> |bid.

2% |hid.

2" Gross-Rosen (Rogoznica) near Scheidnitz in Lovilesi@ had been a concentration camp since May.1941
In 1944, it contained 12,000 prisoners. It was ofhleumerous subsidiary camps scattered througheut t
occupied land. On March 21, 1945, the camp wasuatad and moved to Reichenau in Bohemia where it
was finally liberated on April 5, 1945.
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