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“Tell your children about it, and your children to their children, and their
children to another generation

Dear Aviva, Daniel, Aaron, Frankie and Alex

This book is for you and for your descendants. This is the story of your beloved grandfather
Jerry’s early life, most of which you have never heard about, and about his later
accomplishments.

You already know that Jerry was a child survivor of the Holocaust in the Second World War.
He never said much to us about his childhood, about his teenage years and about his family in
Poland. Jerry tried very hard to block it out and to live his life. In avoiding telling us about his
past, Jerry wanted to protect us from the trauma that occurred to him, to his family and to
millions of his fellow Jews in Europe in the 1930s and 1940s. We know now, from the
emerging science of epigenetics, that such history is never fully blocked from future
generations.

While the tragedy of the Holocaust stayed with Jerry and informed his life in many ways, it
did not completely define him. For 92 years, Jerry lived a rich and fulfilling life, with much
celebration and love.

In 1982, Jerry’s silence about the Holocaust ended. At Gary’s request, Jerry made a public
speech at a Holocaust Commemoration event in Saskatoon. He spoke to a full room of
strangers about his early years, before, during and after the Second World War. Then, in the
years that followed, Jerry spoke out frequently and eloquently about his war-time experiences.
He was also formally interviewed and honoured several times related to his Holocaust
experiences. Nevertheless, much of the story of Jerry’s early life has been left untold.

We promised Jerry that we would continue to tell his story.

When he died on November 26, 2021, Jerry left behind a cache of war-time documents and
treasured photos and personal artifacts from his past. Some of these things he had never
shared with us.

In this book, we have focussed particularly on those aspects of Jerry’s life that you didn’t
know about. We pieced together as best we could the story of Jerry’s early life based on the
little information he did share with us personally. In addition, we have gathered information
and quoted directly from Jerry’s handwritten testimonials, his formal videotaped interviews,
recordings of his numerous public presentations and speeches made after 1982, documents
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and artifacts found among his personal records, translations of the Polish inscriptions on his
treasured post-war photos, and additional historical records about Jerry and his family that
have never been seen by the family. All of these are included in this book.

In addition, we have digitized old audio and video recordings of Jerry’s interviews and several
of his many public presentations. We’ve included links so that you can actually see and hear
Jerry telling his story.

Finally, to provide you with a broader historical context for Jerry’s personal story, we have
also included some additional background information about the Holocaust era, all drawn
from credible sources.

As we are instructed in the Tanakh, please pass this book on to your own children.

September 19, 2024
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The Early Years

Jerry’s early childhood in Lodz, Poland

Your grandfather, whom you knew as Jerry Kapelus, was born on May 30, 1929, to a Jewish
family in Lodz, Poland (Fig 1). Jerry’s birth name was Jakob Efroim Kapelusz. His immediate
family included his parents Gershon and Esther, and an older sister Helen (Chaya) and
younger brother David Leib.

Jerry often joked with us that he had a middle name ‘Fred’ but nobody else called him ‘Fred’
and there was never any evidence of a middle name on his official and legal documents. Jerry
never spoke about having had a middle name at birth. One of the great family stories is how
Jerry first revealed this mysterious middle name to your grandmother Merna one evening at a
clairvoyant’s performance. We laughed about that story and never gave it much thought
afterword.

Then, a search of historical records from Poland conducted after Jerry died, sometimes
identified him as Jakob Efraim or Efroim Kapelusz (Appendix Two). So, he was indeed born
with a middle name and, we guess, ‘Fred’ was the anglicized version of his birth name. We
wonder why he never told us that!

For purposes of consistency, we will refer to your grandfather as ‘Jerry’ throughout this book.

To us, Jerry only ever referred to his late parents as Gershon and Esther, their Hebrew names.
These were the names he used wherever their names were engraved in memory, including the
names we used on his own gravestone. Jerry never mentioned his parents’ everyday or given
names. However, we uncovered these names within Jerry’s own documents and these names
were confirmed through other historical records, in addition to his parents’ birthdates. This is
what we learned about his family.

desquele témoins nous ont déclsré et attestéd
connuitre psrfaiteten. Wonsiesur Jscob KAPELUSZ
demeursnt su Vésinet I2 avenue Frangois Arago.

Et qu'll est de notori®$é puvlicue gue le dj
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Fig 1: Excerpt from a reference letter for Jerry, Paris, 1946

Jerry’s father Gershon, whose given name was Herszel (or Hersz) Kapelusz, was born in
February 1889 (Appendix Two). We don’t know where Herszel was born and we have no
photos of him nor any of his family. Merna and Jerry’s first-born child, Gary, was named
Gershon in memory of Jerry’s father. Herszel was a tailor and owned a men’s wear store in
Lodz.
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Jerry’s mother Esther’s given name was Estera. Her maiden name was Lewkowicz. Estera was
born on May 16, 1892, in Staszow, Poland (Appendix Two). Merna and Jerry’s third-born
child, Elysa, was named in memory of Esther.

For many years, Jerry had just one photo of his mother, the date and origin unknown (Fig 2).

Fig 2: Estera (Lewkowicz) Kapelusz as a young girl (date unknown)
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While researching this book, we received from our relatives in Israel a photo of Esther as a
young woman (Fig 3), an image that Jerry had never seen. The Hebrew label reads “Esther,
achot shel abba” (Esther, sister of our father). As we will explain later, Esther’s brother
Shlomo Lewkowicz, Jerry’s uncle, had emigrated from Poland to Holon, Palestine at some
point before World War 11.

sloan
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Fig 3: Estera (Lewkowicz) Kapelusz as a young woman (date unknown)

Jerry’s older sister Helen, whose Hebrew name was Chaya, was born March 15, 1919,
according to historical records (Appendix Two). This photo of Helen as a young woman (Fig
4), sent by relatives in Israel and never before seen by Jerry, was taken in 1934 in Wisniowa
Gora, Lodz. The Hebrew reads ‘Bat shel Esther, achot skel abba’ (Daughter of Esther, sister
of our father).

Fig 4: Helen Kapelusz. Photo taken in 1934 in Wishiowa Gora, Lodz
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Elysa and Nazz’s daughter, Alexandra Cara (Chaya), was named in memory of Helen.

Jerry’s younger brother, David Leib (the same name in Hebrew), was born on July 21, 1930,
according to historical records (Appendix Two). Gary and Carole’s son Daniel (whose
Hebrew name is David), was named in memory of David Leib.

Prior to the war, the Kapelusz family lived in an apartment at 9 Podrzeczna Street in Lodz
(Fig 5).

Fig 5: The Kapelusz apartment at 9 Podrzeczna Street

This street address was noted on the school listings for both Jerry and David (Fig 6).



Jerry’s Story

LY E List of students - Lodz
% o
A 3 ; SR N (e e b ) { ;
"4&/'W\)“ S }'/JL - PhSrde Ay 9’(4\& VAo < %"{.} fo(véu&

Hee c,vfr~~sw U R \A,wub i?{/&-’w«»&?&a to 1

-z, [ - oy /ﬂ
v ‘( 7 { 3. Al Nip - Sy 2 W *'4
- ey /ﬂ.f: A LANTARKLL WA NS A, BT ;
i

Co
5 f o T
(O Rl y AR /... " \i 3 It t | s
13 Lol oo L
1% / / [ [ . o )i G AR f
B A bl 2 joe TR . Ot vy ﬁb '
1‘9./ ‘11-.‘/‘/'7.,‘./-4 er’,-{, A Al b= B2 ‘\/‘/.._/_, Iv’vs/; kl_/. Lf:_.:.,-. |/% V_i. l/'&/i
P ' o / 2 >
U5 R S S - e L5 TR PO | e p i o > &L/ T
S9h WA b Y e O Yo Fu Lo Y Jie ‘_ WA
h| G TAALA A upp i, 4//,‘/”“".-“ .:_% WS ITLE N ’*’“».{./'// WAL |'|~ < L‘:- 1 & I
g2 l i . QL i &y Sod ! 0 $
167 SnasGuiiud Donidsse Ftonoi (Sleg [ Ay e

B 18 dOJM.u»&u -fM W Wm ‘3;’2@ W T2
el %Jd: QAFW‘AM O{)Azfoww WM&Q?[?Q w 4"
1o Brbvouiedes My Yeede  Sgiwadn ¥ofs [T 92

https://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/wexner/cache/1711653474-1483450-RG-15.083M.0391.00000781.jpg

4
- f".//./&b'// ‘{ o v-«/b sV /\. :,*./‘,\ 4‘/4.&1/1//,'~v °© ’LL
5 e O ey e ) e 3 B
NP O L A, S DB AN € £l
) I3 ! 5 : 5
iy N A/;;_‘ AEye o fearle] I i ﬂ |
¥ Nl \ i - Frop -' %
'_ L ’—/. A 4,//4 SAAY = S r*’a./., T 5 ; o
.? ot ‘ 1Y { ~ ATy ; '- e
13 4~\,,/,. AP RAFE G EAA Y '/'J‘A.,b—*w.fZE ki < (4
fe . y 3 ’ i Nt (i a‘." 2 TR
.o . i . . | 1
v A VA A j‘frm,-wij_ l.g/b j:_’:_ fb(/{ ['1/(9“’ v ]
B - RN —— 21 I 5 p
v I 5 3
1 s JBJ"VW’ c\ff.. é’{,«m Nzkﬁb‘wa o/ ‘Lerfwd( ?,9/0 )ﬁ_ / A i
oo = Ak -
| BNt nl..%,wwauv~ :6.;, ol 04 u,’G./ '*WM’-”WJJ? _ﬁt_ A e |
§ Gy R e T ety | I SO i .
[ B eie) 737 J‘,yw‘\*'& m-w&L J?(. > — : £ \/ s
| : T A
e / g
‘ 17 :_" 4G ,IJ ;,./ij, ,\,\M,M Ii, MM (./J)\vf'mwf\, 7"’1 A5 fﬁ/é b/ .
4 N e b 3
1 1% ?ﬂ/, ,Jr M*uw u}«c A VMF/& &Mzg ':.JJM& A2 J Lt (U \/
! ot TN 1 . ! T <oat P
' P L) r], J./J ruwr M\-J../\. ¢ ’ 5 3 L J‘!!" ¥
i o e I ety S v Fra e S 1 : |
§ | 4'91ij V) ?«M,(/’u.‘;‘,"\{ "‘.‘A-//Lc G \ﬁg‘m ,bw 1t i /C; )_“_ 'nf. v 3
! = - a o -’; / :
L ife‘,:,v;-/g-. J Mg ,UM’ Clig Sl dyfevivicads i W 7 v
. i g X R g
i e riy S o - - o ¢ A o /
'j i g" 2 P{JMJO?-‘& i"‘-fv\‘i/""ﬂ W »s J\/vv J\/\— ’-\vf"tvvb Ll :.."’::“' .'L/‘_ ol ity ‘
¢ { ; : . y
3 - ! gt/ i o ) 7 Fy : K g
! y 'rmm & ke /w.‘i') --"$s/r(f» ViuiiMo noly if& ;:'_1 ' v ;
e B bl g o O |
Tao JJV i (I '{.// s.'*/.. -~ - J/\)-ruvv\, Sl QM.LL‘-'U'(Q A\(—i bl /;L i i \/ !
J= i e O ARREe el S Tl e DA :
} i<g %a;m «'w}\ SMorale deuulows  testos Sl <l v 3
(2 B Au'r,,,_u/ i ;.S..f'v'ao": Yo T AT J SOl -'1,-','1 s } - :
f “ 4 ‘1

|

Fig 6a: Jakob Kapelusz listing in the Lodz school records
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Jerry’s father Herszel was a tailor, as were many of the Jews in Lodz. This city was an
emerging textile centre in Poland. Herszel owned a men’s wear store, with a tailor shop at the
back. His profession was confirmed in German historical documents from the Lodz Ghetto, in
which he was identified as a schneider (tailor). Jerry’s mother Estera was identified as a
hausfrau (housewife). His sister Chaya (Chaja) was described as a handelsgehilfe (clerk)
while Jerry (Jakob Efraim) and David Leib were described as schuelerin (students) (Fig 7).

a1V C N
SEX BIRTH DATE OCCUPAT ION GHETTO ADDRESS NOTES

KAPELUSZ CHAJA F 15/3/1919  HANDGEHILFE AM BACH 9 " GEST 19.11.41
KAPELUSZ CHAJA F / /1919 AM BACH 9 1"
KAPELUSZ CHANA F 1/1/18% ARBEITERIN REIGER 18 4  ALTERMIETER
KAPELUSZ CYPA F  23/4/1903  WAESCHENAEHERI BRUNNEN 15 20 HOHENS A.G. TR 23/11
KAPELUSZ DAWID BER M 13/ 6/1905 STRUMNPFARB NEUSTADT 29 8 NEUSTADT 21 AUSG TR 3
KAPELUSZ DAWID BER M 7/ 6/1905 STRUMPFARB NEUSTADT 29a 3  NEUSTADT 29 AUSG 20.2.42
KAPELUSZ DAWID LAJB M 21/7/1930  SCHUELER AM BACH 9 1"
KAPELUSZ DAWID LEJB M 21/3/1930  SCHUELERIN AM BACH 9 1
KAPELUSZ EFRAIM M 8/5/1906 SCHNEIDER SULZF 10 17 POLNOCNA 12
KAPELUSZ ELI EFROIM M 22/4/1941  KIND AM BACH 25 6 DANZIGER 4 AM BACH 15
KAPELUSZ EMANUEL M / /1882 SCHNEIDER SULZF 10 17 ZACHODNIA 23 GEST 27.8.42
KAPELUSZ ESTER RUCHLA F 23/ 3/1923 SCHNEIDER KURZE 14 10 KELM 14
KAPELUSZ ESTERA F / /11915 WASCHARBE I TER NEUSTADT 29 8 MITTEL 25  AUSG 24.3.42 TR 2!
KAPELUSZ ESTERA F 1/ 9/1917  NAEHERIN OosT 1/3 4 NAD LODZ 16 AUSG 15.3.42
KAPELUSZ ESTERA F  16/5/1892  HASUFRAU AM BACH 9 1
KAPELUSZ ETLA F / /1911 HAUSFRAU SULZF 10 17 POLNOCNA 12
KAPELUSZ FAJGA F / /1935 KIND HANSEATEN 33 12 KROTKA 14  AUSG 10.9.42
KAPELUSZ FAJGA F / 11906 BLEICHER 18 14 ALEXHOF 63
KAPELUSZ FAJGA F / /1910 SCHNEID AM BACH 15 14 AM BACH 25
KAPELUSZ FAJGA F  23/9/1911  HAUSFRAU AM BACH 25 6 BASAR 7 AM BACH 15
KAPELUSZ FAJGA RUCHLA F  9/4/1939 CRANACH 30 8 A.M.
KAPELUSZ FAJWEL M 4/8/1941 KIND SULZF 10 17 NEUGEBOREN
KAPELUSZ FALTYL M 24/6/1924  SCHNEIDER SPERLING 22 5  GNESENER 4 ZAM 26.1.42
KAPELUSZ FRAJDA F / /1891 HAUSFRAU NEUSTADT 29 8 MITTEL 25 AUSG 24.3.42 TR 2!
KAPELUSZ FROIM M 2/8/1909 SCHNE IDER SPERLING 22 5  GNESENER 4 GEST 11.6.42
KAPELUSZ FROIM M 8/5/1906 SCHNE IDER SULZF 10 17 ZACHODNIA 23
KAPELUSZ GITLA F 5/2/1926 SCHUELERIN AM BACH 9 1 A.G.29.9.42
KAPELUSZ HERMEL M / /11889 AM BACH 9 1
KAPELUSZ HERSZ M / /1916 SCHNE IDER BLEICHER 6 23 KURTRZE 14
KAPELUSZ HERSZ M 7/7/1916 SCHNE IDER SPERLING 22 5  GNESENER 4 26.1.42
KAPELUSZ HERSZ LAJB M 10/11/1907 KAUFMAN SULZF 13 25 PL WOLNOSCI 10 AUSG TR 3
KAPELUSZ HERSZEL M 30/2/1889  SCHNEIDER AM BACH 9 1
KAPELUSZ HIRSZ M 17/ 2/1916 SCHNEIDER KURZE 14 20 GEST 12.5.43
KAPELUSZ ICCHOK M 1/5/1908 STRUMPF ARB CRANACH 16 14 REIGER 18 AG 3.7.44
KAPELUSZ ICCHOK SYMCHA M 17/12/1910 SCHNEIDER SULZF 10 17 ZACHODN 23
KAPELUSZ 1CEK M 21/3/1921 REIGER 18 4  ALTERMIETER
KAPELUSZ 1CEK M 21/3/1928 REIGER 18 4  ALTERMIETER
KAPELUSZ ICEK M / /1925 SCHNE IDER KURZE 14 20 KURZE 14
KAPELUSZ ICEK SYMCHA M 17/3/1934  SCHUELER SULZF 10 17 POLNOCNA 12
KAPELUSZ ICEK SYMCHA F 17/12/1910 TUCHSCHNE IDER SULZF 10 17 ZACHODNIA 23
KAPELUSZ IDES F / /1933 KIND HANSEATEN 33 12 KROTKA 14  AUSG 10.9.42
KAPELUSZ 1SAK M 2/ 7/1941 KIND NEUGEB KREUZ 10 3
KAPELUSZ JAKOB EFRAIM M 30/3/1926  SCHUELER AM BACH 9 1" '
KAPELUSZ JIDEL F / 11937 BLEICHER 18 14 LIMANOW 63 A.G.11.9.42
KAPELUSZ JOJNE M / /1888 MAHLER SCHLOSS 10 7 SALZ 7 AUSG TR 13
KAPELUSZ JOSEF ZAJNWEL M 17/9/1937  KIND SULZF 10 17 POLNOCNA 12
KAPELUSZ JOSEF ZAWEL M 27/9/1937  KIND SULZF 10 17 ZACHODNIA 23
KAPELUSZ JOSEK M / /1921 STRUMPFARB NEUSTADT 29 8 MITTEL 25 AUSG 24.3.42 TR 2§
KAPELUSZ KIWA M 11/8/1912  SCHNEIDER AM BACH 25 6 BASAR 7 AM BACH 15
KAPELUSZ KIWA M 11/7/1912  SCHNEIDER AM BACH 25 &6  BAZARNA 7
KAPELUSZ LAJZER DAWID M 10/7/1927 ARBEITER BRUNNEN 16 23 CRANACH 20 ABG 20.8.43 GNESEN
KAPELUSZ LAJZER DAWID M 12/ 471939 KIND KURZE 14 10 KELM 14
KAPELUSZ MALKA CHANA F 20/7/1909 HAUSFRAU HOHENS 14 4 MITTEL 26 PRZ DO WARSZ 26.4.
KAPELUSZ MARJEM LAJA F  4/11/1914  HAUSFRAU CRANACH 30 8  HAMBURG 6
KAPELUSZ MENDEL MAJLECH M 25/10/1923 ARBEITER REIGER 18 4  ALTERMIETER
KAPELUSZ MENELA M / /1882 SULZF 13 25
KAPELUSZ MOHELE M 10/37/1886 SCHNEIDER SPERLING 22 5 GNESENER 4 ZAM 26.1.42
KAPELUSZ MOJSIE M / /11924 SCHLOSSER 10 7
KAPELUSZ MOJSZE M 10/10/1924 SCHUELER SCHLOSS 10 7 SALZ 7 AUSG TR 13
KAPELUSZ MORDKA M 1/9/1907 SCHNE IDER CRANACH 30 8 PFEFFER 15
KAPELUSZ MORDKA M / /1907 SCHNE IDER HANSEATEN 33 12 KROTKA 14  ABG 28.11.42 CRANA
KAPELUSZ MOSZEK M / /1882 KAUFMAN SULZF 13 25 PL WOLNOSCI 10 AUSG TR 3
KAPELUSZ MOSZEK RACHMIEL M / /1937 KIND HOHENS 15 14 PILSUD 4
KAPELUSZ NACHA F 25/6/1921 SCHNEIDERIN AM BACH 9 1 GEST 31.5.42
KAPELUSZ . NACHMAN M ]3/11{12}0 SiaE BRUNNEN 12“ .2_0 HOHENS | A.G.QIR-Z§£H

Fig 7: Kapelusz family listing in the Lodz Ghetto (Am Bach St 9, Apartment 11)
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Backgrounder

“Lodz was the second largest city in Poland at that time, with a population of about
665,000 of whom about 233,000 or 34% were Jews”. (Source: Yad Vashem)?

“Before the Holocaust, Jews were the largest minority in Poland. In Poland’s major
cities, Jews and Poles spoke each other’s languages and interacted in markets and
on the streets. Even the market towns, or shtetls, that have come to represent the
lives of Jews in Eastern Europe were, to some extent, mixed communities. That did
not mean that antisemitism did not impact the lives of Polish Jews, but Jews were
part of Poland, and Polish culture was, in part, Jewish.

Jews had been living in Poland since at least the Middle Ages. When Crusaders
moved through Europe in the thirteenth century, Jewish refugees sought safety in
Poland. The 1264 Statute of Kalisz created legal protections for Jews that were
extended by King Kazimierz Wielki, or Casimir the Great, in the early fourteenth
century. With these protections, Jewish communities in Poland began to thrive.
Scholars suggest that by the sixteenth century, 80 percent of all Jews worldwide
lived in Poland, where they enjoyed relative autonomy and tolerance and developed
a rich social and cultural life, including several significant Jewish religious
movements, such as the Hasidim (a sect of Judaism with an emphasis on mysticism
and prayer) and a Jewish reformation movement called the Haskalah.

The relatively peaceful existence of Polish Jewry was threatened toward the end of
the eighteenth century when, in a series of diplomatic moves, Poland was
partitioned between Russia, Prussia, and Austria. With Russia in control of vast
areas of Poland, most Polish Jews found themselves living under Russian rule.
Russia imposed geographic and professional restrictions on Jewish life, confining
Jews to the Pale of Settlement (which was abolished legally in 1917, though this
region continued to house the majority of European Jewry). In response, Jews
fought alongside Polish fighters seeking independence during a series of uprisings
throughout the nineteenth century.

Except for a small minority of well-off Jewish merchants, bankers, and factory
owners, the majority of the Jews were poor and became even more so under
Russia’s control. They made a living as traders, as semi-skilled craftsmen in old
and emerging industries (textiles, for example), and as shopkeepers. Few were
farmers; many were destitute. For the most part, Jews lived in small towns known
as shtetls. In tandem with cultural and intellectual changes, once the processes of
industrialization and urbanization were under way, most Jews left the shtetl to live
in larger urban centers such as Warsaw, Vilna, Krakow, and Lodz. By the 1920s,
they made up between a quarter and half of the population in Poland’s larger cities
(in some smaller towns, they made as much as 90 percent).

2 https://www.yadvashem.org/articles/general/the-lodz-ghetto-historical-background.html
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Those cities became the cultural, religious, and intellectual centers of world Jewry.
There, Jews developed an extensive network of cultural and literary institutions and
charities. Alongside competing religious trends, new political theories and
ideologies gripped Polish Jews, including Zionism and socialism. These ideas and
many others were discussed in thousands of newspapers, books, journals, and
plays, written mostly in Yiddish.

After World War I, Poland became a democratic independent state with significant

minority populations, including Ukrainians, Jews, Belorussians, Lithuanians, and
ethnic Germans. However, increasing Polish nationalism made Poland a hostile
place for many Jews. A series of pogroms and discriminatory laws were signs of
growing antisemitism, while fewer and fewer opportunities to emigrate were
available. One the eve of World War |1, three and a half million Jews, or about ten
percent of the population, lived in Poland, giving it the highest percentage of Jews
in any European country”. (Source: Facinghistory.org)?

While Jerry told us few details about his childhood, in his Holocaust-related interviews and
presentations given later in life, he described what he remembered as a very happy childhood
and a normal family life in his early years. Jerry had a large extended family with many aunts,
uncles, and cousins and the family got together regularly for Shabbat and holidays.

Jerry recalled in one interview that his father had five brothers and two sisters but he did not
recall their names. We know about two of his first cousins, Kiva and Genek (Gershon)
Kapelusz, who were the sons of one of Herszel’s brothers. Jerry also remembered one uncle,
Moshe, after whom Merna and Jerry’s second-born child, your uncle Stephen Martin (Shlomo
Moshe), was named. We don’t know if Moshe was from Jerry’s father’s or mother’s side.

We know very little about Estera’s family. According to Jerry’s 1977 submission of testimony
to the Yad Vashem Martyrs and Heroes Remembrance Authority in Israel, Estera’s mother
was Baila Lewkowicz (Fig 8).

3 https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/jewish-life-poland-holocaust
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We also learned from our cousins in Israel that Estera had at least one brother, Shiomo Salom
Lewkowicz, who had left Poland and moved to Holon, Palestine at some point before the
Second World War. Jerry knew of his Uncle Shlomo and had wanted to join him after the war

(Fig 9).
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Fig 9: Uncle Shlomo Lewkowicz in Palestine is mentioned by Jerry in an exit interview with the US Army on May
8, 1945, prior to leaving Buchenwald concentration camp

In 1974, Jerry finally reconnected with his Uncle Shlomo, and Shlomo’s daughters Sarah and
Chana and their respective families, on his first visit to Holon and Israel (Fig 10).

A

Fig 10a: Uncle Shlomo Lewkowicz, wife and grandson Itzik in Holon, Israel (undated)
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Fig 10b: Jerry’s first cousins Sarah and Chana Lewkowicz in Holon, Israel

Jerry’s family spoke Yiddish and Polish at home in Lodz. As was the case for most Jews in
Poland, they were fairly devout and observed most Jewish rituals such as keeping kosher. His
father’s store was always closed and his mother did not cook on Shabbat. Jerry remembered
how the family would always buy new clothes for Passover.

Jerry’s father was active in the local Zionist movement, through the organization Yavneh Zion.
Jerry himself belonged to a Zionist youth organization as a child (it was either Beitar or Poale
Tzion, Jerry couldn’t quite remember), and he attended sports and Jewish cultural activities
there.

Jerry began school at the age of six. He remembered being given a big party to celebrate
starting school, which was the tradition. He recalled being a good student and enjoying school.

Backgrounder

“In no other country were Jews, proportionally, such a huge minority as in Poland.
Religiously, economically, and politically Jews varied a great deal. They were an
urban and closed group which kept only economic contacts with the rest of the
population. In the Polish state they had to struggle for equal rights. Antisemitism
propagated by nationalists was very powerful. In the second half of the 1930s the
Polish government adopted the nationalists’ slogans and tried to restrict the Jews’
economic activity.

An expression for the modernization of the Jews was the emergence, in the end of
the nineteenth century, of a Jewish intelligentsia. Political parties were established
and represented both the Polish state and Jewish national movements. Polish Jews
created a rich trilingual culture in Yiddish, Hebrew, and Polish. The second Polish
republic can be considered a golden era for Jewish culture in Poland”. (Source:
JSTOR digital library)*

4 https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5703/shofar.29.3.4
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Despite the relatively large population and proportion of Jews in Lodz at that time, Jerry
remembered witnessing and experiencing the pain of Polish antisemitism throughout his early
childhood, before, during and then after the war. He recalled in interviews that the Jewish
children he knew did not normally associate with the Gentile children even though they
attended the same public schools. In one incident that Jerry witnessed, at about the age of six
or seven, his teacher scolded another Jewish student for bringing a lunch containing an onion.
The teacher, who was a Pole, called the child a ‘stinking Jew’ and told him to ‘go back to
Palestine’. In response to such displays of antisemitism, Jerry’s parents ultimately removed
him from that school and enrolled him and his brother in a private Jewish parochial school
until the war broke out. Regardless, Jerry had to walk through a Gentile neighbourhood to get
to school and he remembered being regularly harassed by Polish children and called a ‘dirty
Jew’.

Before the war, Jerry’s family rented a summer cottage. They were sometimes harassed by the
local farmers and their kids and there was no-one to help them. Even as a child, Jerry
remembered witnessing random beatings of Jews in Lodz, particularly before Passover or
around Easter. He also recalled being cautioned by his father that it was better to run than to
fight as Jews would get no support, especially from the Polish police.

Even as a child, Jerry had also been aware of troubles for Jews in neighbouring Germany (Fig
11). He remembered that before the war Polish-born German Jews began arriving and that
German-born Jews were resettled in Poland as well. These people told stories about the
atrocities of the new Nazi regime, even before the start of the Second World War.

(tédz Location Map Balitio
ea

. POLAND
[ e

RUSSIA
LITHUANIA

BELARUS

3 WARSAW

UKRAINE

0 50 100 Miles

0 50 100 Kilometers
Copyright @ 2023 www.mapsofindia.com

S LOV AKTIA

Fig 11: Map of Poland showing neighbouring countries
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Jerry recalled that even before the war, Poles increasingly refused to do business with Jews
and signs were often placed outside Jewish-owned stores warning customers that the stores
were owned by Jews and not to enter (Fig 12). He recalled Poles standing outside his father’s
store trying to discourage people from shopping there and that his father had to hire a Jewish
‘security guard’.

Fig 12: Historical photo of boycott of a Jewish store in Germany

Jerry’s family did have one opportunity to leave Poland before the war. One of his father’s
employees, who had already emigrated to the USA two years before the war, had pleaded with
him to come to America. However, the family was settled in Poland and his father didn’t want
to upset the family and move to a strange land.
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The Holocaust Years

Poland invaded by Germany, September 1, 1939

Backgrounder

“On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland. To justify the action, Nazi propagandists
accused Poland of persecuting ethnic Germans living in Poland. They also falsely claimed
that Poland was planning, with its allies Great Britain and France, to encircle and
dismember Germany. The SS, in collusion with the German military, staged a phony attack
on a German radio station. The Germans falsely accused the Poles of this attack. Hitler then
used the action to launch a “retaliatory” campaign against Poland.

Germany launched the unprovoked attack at dawn on September 1, 1939, with an advance
force consisting of more than 2,000 tanks supported by nearly 900 bombers and over 400
fighter planes. In all, Germany deployed 60 divisions and nearly 1.5 million men in the
invasion. From East Prussia and Germany in the north, and Silesia and Slovakia in the
south, German units quickly broke through Polish defenses along the border and advanced
on Warsaw in a massive encirclement attack.

Poland mobilized late, and political considerations forced its army into a disadvantageous
deployment. The Polish army also lacked modern arms and equipment, had few armored
and motorized units, and could deploy little more than 300 planes, most of which the
Luftwaffe destroyed in the first few days of the invasion. Despite fighting tenaciously and
inflicting serious casualties on the Germans, the Polish army was defeated within weeks.
The world adopted a new term to describe Germany’s successful war tactic: Blitzkrieg, or
“lightning war.” The tactic consisted of staging a surprise attack with massive, concentrated
forces of fast-moving armored units supported by overwhelming air power”. (Source:
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)?

Once the Germans invaded Poland, life got much worse for Jews. Oppressive new rules were
imposed on Jews. Jewish children, Jerry and his brother included, were no longer allowed to
go to school. Jewish professionals were fired, and Jewish adults were not allowed to work.
Jerry’s father Herszel’s store was taken over by the Nazis and given to a Pole. Herszel was no
longer allowed to enter the store, nor to work and he lost his means of earning a living to
support the family. Jews were forced to wear a yellow Star of David patch at all times,
identifying them as Jews (Fig 13).

“I remember clearly, as a child when the war began, watching the German
army marching into Lodz. The Germans immediately imposed new rules
on the Jews of Lodz. Like all other Jews, | was forced to wear a yellow star
on the front and back of my clothing featuring the word ‘Jude’ or Jew,
which even at a young age, | knew was degrading”. (Jerry)

5 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/invasion-of-poland-fall-1939

19


https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/2014/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/5597/en

Jerry’s Story

Fig 13: Jews wearing Star of David badges in the Lodz Ghetto (Getty Images)

Jerry recalled wondering, as a child, how the Germans always seemed to know where all the
Jews lived in Lodz. The Germans, it turned out, had lists of Jewish names as well as help from
the Poles in order to easily identify all the Jews. (see Fig 7).
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The Lodz (Litzmannstadt) Ghetto

Jerry was just 10 years old, in grade six and still living on Podrzeczna Street in early 1940
when all Jews living in Lodz, about 160,000, were rounded up and forced to move into a
ghetto created by the Nazis in the Lodz district of Marysin, which, Jerry recalled, “was the
worst, stinkiest part of the cizy” (Fig 14).
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Fig 14: The Lodz Ghetto
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Backgrounder

“German troops occupied Lodz on September 8, 1939. This was one week

after Germany invaded Poland on September 1. Lodz was annexed to Germany as
part of the Warthegau. The Germans renamed the city Litzmannstadt, after a
German World War | general, Karl Litzmann.

In early February 1940, the Germans established a ghetto in the northeastern
section of Lodz. About 160,000 Lodz Jews were forced into a small area.

The Germans isolated the ghetto from the rest of Lodz with barbed-wire

fencing. German Order Policemen guarded the ghetto perimeter. Internal order in
the ghetto was largely the responsibility of Jewish ghetto police. The ghetto area
was divided into three parts by the intersection of two major roads. The intersection
itself lay outside the ghetto. Bridges constructed over the two thoroughfares
connected the three segments of the ghetto. Streetcars for the non-Jewish
population of Lodz traversed the ghetto but were not permitted to stop within it”.
(Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)®

Backgrounder

“The Lodz Ghetto, in the Polish city of £.6dz, renamed Litzmannstadt by the
Germans, was the second largest ghetto after Warsaw. More than 200,000 Jews
lived there at some point after the ghetto was established in 1940. Only about
10,000 of them survived the war. The Lodz Ghetto existed for more than four
years, longer than any other ghetto. In August 1944 it was “liquidated” by the
Germans. Liquidation meant destroying the Jewish self-administration, sending
most of the people in the ghetto to Auschwitz-Birkenau to be killed and dispersing
the others to labour units. In January 1945, when the Soviet army liberated the city,
only about 800 Jews remained alive in Lodz.

The Lodz Ghetto was unusual in the degree to which it was closed off from the
world. Inmates worked inside the ghetto. Before the war, Lodz was known for its
textile industry, and Jewish leaders in the ghetto built on that capacity in their
strategy of “survival through work.” Workshops and factories were set up inside
the ghetto to make uniforms, mattresses and other things that were useful for the
war effort or profitable to certain powerful Germans. Without the regular
movement of people in and out of the ghetto, it was almost impossible to smuggle
food or weapons, to convey news, or to get people out of the ghetto.

Another reason for the ghetto’s isolation was demographic. Lodz was located in the
part of conquered Poland that was incorporated into Germany, and Nazi leaders
planned to transform it into a German city. To that end, SS race and resettlement
authorities expelled Jews and Poles and brought in ethnic Germans from other
territories. As a result, even Jews who had lived in Lodz all their lives had few if

® https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/lodz
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any reliable contacts outside the ghetto. In contrast to Warsaw, where thousands of
Jews escaped from the ghetto to the “Aryan” side of the city, or Kovno, where
many Jewish children were smuggled out of the ghetto into the care of non-Jews, in
Lodz, very few Jews survived outside.

The ghetto was established in a poor, industrial part of the city. There was no sewer

system, minimal running water and heating, and terrible housing. In the crowded
conditions, disease ran rampant and people struggled just to find a place to sleep.
To make matters worse, the Germans crammed in 20,000 Jews from Germany,
Czechoslovakia and Luxembourg, and 5,000 Roma rounded up in Austria”.
(Source: Art Gallery of Ontario)’

The harsh realities of the Lodz (Litzmannstadt) Ghetto are reflected through a collection of
over 3,000 printed photographs and negatives, the valiant work of Polish-Jewish photographer
Henryk Ross, which were miraculously preserved during the war (Fig 15). Viewing these
stark images, which depict lives of pain, struggle and tragedy along with occasional moments
of celebration and joy, helps to provide a visual context for Jerry’s personal story which
follows.89

" http://lodzghetto.ago.ca/dorisbergen?t:state:flow=6c889314-chf4-4816-8886-f8af5971494e

8 http://agolodzghetto.com/start?t:state:flow=68431716-f06e-467b-a9e4-bf14676582e6

% Sutnik, Maia-Mari (ed) (2007) Memory Unearthed: The Lodz Ghetto Photographs of Henryk Ross, New Haven:
Yale University Press
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Fig 15: A few of the photographs of the Lodz Ghetto taken by Henryk Ross
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As with other Jewish families, Jerry’s family was allowed to bring to the ghetto only whatever
they could carry. Families were assigned to small apartments and shared rooms. According to

historical documents, Jerry’s family was forced into apartment #11 in the ghetto on Block No

A41, Am Bach Str 9 (Fig 16).

There was no running water or toilet in their apartment. Jerry’s family used an outhouse and
an outside water pump.

Interestingly, the same historical record also indicates that there were at least three other
young people with last name Kapelusz registered as living in the same apartment (#11) with
Jerry’s family: Nacha Kapelusz (born June 25, 1921), Gitla Kapelusz, (born February 5, 1926)
and Symcha Israel Kapelusz (born October 7, 1928). There are no other records of these
young people. Perhaps they were Jerry’s cousins who would have been forced to live in the
same ghetto apartment. They were never mentioned to us by Jerry.

Jerry also never spoke about how and where the rest of the extended Kapelusz and Lewkowicz
families lived in the ghetto or what became of them. While the official ghetto lists showed
many other people with the family names Kapelusz and Lewkowicz living in the ghetto, we
will never know who among them were relatives of Jerry.

There were only two other known survivors of our Kapelusz family, Jerry’s first cousins
Genek and Kiva Kapelusz, who were brothers and with whom Jerry later connected in his
search for survivors.

Jerry remembered the ghetto as being “surrounded by barbed wire, and every 200-300 ft was
an armed German guard so that no-one could get in or out”. There was no communication
with the outside world, and they had no idea what was going on outside the ghetto. He
remembered that owning a radio was illegal. Even listening to a radio was thought to be risky,
potentially a death sentence, he recalled. There was little food, no doctors nor medication.
Even at a young age, Jerry was aware that Jews in the ghetto were dying of malnutrition and
disease in the streets or in the factories.
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Fig 16a: Historical record showing that the Kapelusz family lived at A41 Am Bach Str 9 in the Lodz Ghetto
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Fig 16b: Historical record showing that the Kapelusz family lived at A41 Am Bach Str 9 in the Lodz Ghetto

Backgrounder

“Lodz was the center of the textile industry in prewar Poland. The Lodz ghetto thus
became a major production center under the German occupation. As early as May

1940, the Germans established factories in the ghetto and used Jewish residents for
forced labor. By July 1942, there were 74 workshops within the ghetto. The major
factories produced textiles, especially uniforms, for the German military”. (Source:
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)*°

“Everyone living in the ghetto was put to work as a slave labourer. As |
was over 10 years of age, | was put to work, usually 14 hours a day, in a
leather factory. I made belts, knapsacks, ammunition packs and horse
harnesses for the German army in return for a bowl of soup and piece of
bread. If you didn’t work hard, they took your ration away. My father
worked in a uniform factory and my sister worked in mattress factory. My
mother and brother stayed in the apartment”. (Jerry)

10 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/lodz
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Jerry recalled a fellow slave labourer being caught by a Jewish factory supervisor and a
German guard for stealing some leather to make himself shoes at home. The worker was hung
at the factory and all labourers, including the children, were required to watch. This was
meant as a warning to others not to steal. Regardless, Jerry recalled that the workers continued
to steal whenever they could “as they felt there was nothing to lose”.

Jerry was part of a small group of young Jews, including the daughter of one of the Jewish
supervisors, who committed sabotage whenever they could by burning supplies and breaking
needles to slow down production. Jerry was caught and beaten by the Jewish factory manager
Zeligman, lost his soup ration and warned not to do it again or he would be reported to the
Germans. However, he continued to participate in this act of defiance as he believed his life
was no longer valued. He recalled that “Life wasn’t that precious. As you watched people
die, you become insensitive to it after a while”.

Backgrounder

“Lodz had another distinction: the first killing centre for gassing Jews was located
nearby. Chelmno, called Kulmhof by the Germans, began operations in December
1941, and inmates of the Lodz Ghetto were its first victims. At Chelmno, killing
was done in specially equipped gas vans rather than in fixed gas chambers.

Over the course of 1942, Germans removed around 70,000 people from the Lodz
Ghetto and murdered them at Chelmno. At the time (and since) the raids and
transports are often referred to as “deportations,” but the term is misleading,
because victims were not deported to some other jurisdiction, only brought by truck
or train about 50 km to the Killing site. The most intense killing actions came in
September 1942, when the Germans demanded that 20,000 people be removed
from the ghetto. Thousands of children, sick, and elderly Jews were rounded up
from hospitals, nursing homes, and orphanages, torn from their families, dragged
from hiding places, and sent to Chelmno. Afterward the ghetto became effectively a
labour camp”. (Source: Art Gallery of Ontario)**

‘Resettlement’ announcements (Fig 17) signed by the Jewish Council (Judenrat) Chair Chaim
Rumkowski, were posted throughout the ghetto in 1942. The deportees were told that they
would be "resettled” but could apply for an exemption. Deportees from the ghetto were in fact
taken by train directly to Chetmno and murdered upon arrival.?

11 http://lodzghetto.ago.ca/dorisbergen?t:state:flow=6c889314-chf4-4816-8886-f8af5971494e
12 https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust/JG0194_img1l.jpg
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Fig 17: Example of a ghetto deportation announcement, signed by Chaim Rumkowski, indicating the planned
expulsion of Jews from the Litzmannstadt ghetto on May 4, 1942. Each person subject to ‘relocation’ would be
allowed to bring up to 12.5 kg of luggage.

At night Jerry’s family did not leave their apartment, for fear of being picked up by the
Germans. Jerry was aware that Jewish cultural, educational, and religious activities were still

going on within the ghetto but, to his recollection, his family did not participate in these. Still,
somehow, life went on within the ghetto.
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The last, the very last,
So richly, brightly, dazzlingly yellow.
Perhaps if the sun’s tears would sing
against a white stone...

Such, such a yellow
Is carried lightly ‘way up high.
It went away I’m sure because it wished
to kiss the world goodbye.

For seven weeks I’ve lived in here,
Penned up inside this ghetto
But I have found my people here.
The dandelions call to me
And the white chestnut candles in the court.
Only I never saw another butterfly.

That butterfly was the last one.
Butterflies don’t live in here,
In the ghetto.

This poem was written in June 1942 by Pavel Friedmann, imprisoned at the Theresienstadt
concentration camp. The poem was included in the book by Hana Volavkova?®.

In interviews, Jerry noted that there were also Jewish informers in the ghetto who kept the
Germans aware of what was going on inside. As a result, those imprisoned in the ghetto were
afraid to talk publicly or to organize for fear of being taken away by the Gestapo to be tortured
or shot.

Backgrounder

“During World War 11, the Germans established Jewish councils, usually

called Judenraete. These Jewish municipal administrations were required to ensure
that Nazi orders and regulations were implemented. Jewish council members also
sought to provide basic community services for ghettoized Jewish populations.
Forced to implement Nazi policy, the Jewish councils remain a controversial and

delicate subject. Jewish council chairmen had to decide whether to comply or
refuse to comply with German demands to, for example, list names of Jews for
deportation.

In Lodz, Mordechai Chaim Rumkowski, who tried in vain to persuade the Nazis to
reduce the number of Jewish deportees, urged ghetto residents to report for
deportation as ordered. Rumkowski also adopted a policy of "rescue through labor,"

13 Volavkova, Hana (1978) | Never Saw Another Butterfly: Children's Drawings And Poems From Terezin
Concentration Camp, 1942-1944 Second Edition. New York: Schocken Books
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believing that if the Germans could exploit Jewish labor, deportation might be

averted”. (Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)*

“I remember the start of roundups carried out by the Gestapo with the
help of the Judenrat. Thousands of Jews were taken away on trucks and
never seen again. During these roundups, those who could not walk were
brutally thrown out the window to the trucks.

I remember, on several occasions, seeing the notorious Chaim
Rumkowski, who as the Chair of the Judenrat who was in charge of
distributing food, clothing, and the limited medical supplies. Rumkowski
was considered by most Jews imprisoned in the ghetto to be a collaborator
and traitor, as he handed over thousands of Jews as demanded each
month by the Germans as they began to liquidate the ghetto. His rationale
was that by giving up thousands of Jews, he was actually saving thousands
of other Jewish lives. There was a rumor that Rumkowski was later
identified and beaten to death in Auschwitz concentration camp by former
prisoners of the Lodz ghetto”. (Jerry)

Backgrounder

“Between September 1942 and May 1944, there were no major deportations from
Lodz. During this period, the ghetto resembled a forced-labor camp.

In the spring of 1944, the Nazis decided to destroy the Lodz ghetto. By then, Lodz
was the last remaining ghetto in German-occupied Poland, with a population of
approximately 75,000 Jews in May 1944. In June and July 1944, the Germans

resumed deportations from Lodz, and about 7,000 Jews were deported to Chelmno.
The ghetto residents were told that they were being transferred to work camps in
Germany. The Germans deported almost all of the surviving ghetto residents to

the Auschwitz-Birkenau killing center in August 1944. A small group of 1,000—
1,500 Jews remained behind in the Lodz ghetto. They were responsible for sorting
the possessions of the deported and cleaning up”. (Source: United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum)®®

Jerry recalled the roundups, and Jews being forcibly taken away. No-one knew at the time that
the Jews being taken away were heading to the gas chambers. Those left behind were
informed by the Germans that the Jews were being transported to work elsewhere.

14 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/jewish-councils-judenraete
15 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/lodz
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Handwritten letters were smuggled back into the ghetto, supposedly written by those taken
away, attesting to their ‘better living conditions working outside’. Looking back, Jerry
asserted that these letters were fabricated by the Germans in order to minimize resistance, so
that the Jews would be more willing to volunteer to be rounded up rather than be forced.

Jerry’s small family was closed-knit, stayed together and helped each other until the very last
minute. He was aware, however, that some Jewish families fought and stole food from each
other in order to survive.

Despite this, Jerry made some good friends in the ghetto, people whom he could trust. One of
those was Abram Lipski, a boy who was orphaned in the ghetto, who was cared for by Jerry’s
family, and for whom Jerry’s father made a coat to keep him warm. Lipski somehow made his
way to safety in England. Among Jerry’s old photos, was one sent to him by Lipski from
Manchester, England in 1946 (Fig 18). Jerry reconnected with Lipski and another Lodz ghetto
friend, Manny Langer, many years later in Toronto.

)
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Fig 18: A photo of Abram Lipski sent to Jerry in 1946 from Manchester, England. The Polish inscription
translated reads “For memory's sake from Abram to Jakob”

Looking back, Jerry later recalled that witnessing, at such a young age, other Jews dying all
around him in the ghetto, along with the mass starvation and degradation, had desensitized
him to death, and he “had no feelings, | became like a zombie”.

With conditions worsening, in the summer of 1944, after four years in the ghetto, and with the
Russian army advancing, the Gestapo commander Hans Biebow® came to Jerry’s factory and
gave a memorable speech. He told the Jewish labourers that the enemy Russians were coming
and that Jews working in the factories would be considered helpers of the Germans and would
probably be killed by the Russians. Therefore, he explained, the ghetto needed to be

16 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/hans-biebow
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liquidated. After all their hard work, Biebow promised that the Germans would save the Jews
by relocating them elsewhere by train. Jerry was fifteen years old at the time.

Jerry’s father didn’t believe Biebow’s story and he tried to hide his family in the ghetto for
another two weeks until the Germans and their dogs finally sniffed them out and forced them
onto a cattle train. The family was allowed to take with them only a few clothes, but not much
else.
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Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp

Over the next three days, Jerry’s family and thousands more Jews were transported south to
the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, near the Poland/Slovakia border, in a cramped
and filthy cattle car train.

“It was August 1944 and very hot. There were no windows in the train,
just small openings in the wood sides. There were no toilets and people
relieved themselves wherever they stood. | saw many people die on that
train. Each person was given a hunk of bread and salami as they got on
the train and told ‘they were going to a better place’. Occasionally the
train stopped and Polish farmers gave us some food” (Jerry).

Backgrounder

“At first, selections of mass Jewish transports took place sporadically. Only after
July 4, 1942, did selection take place regularly. Almost all the mass transports of
Jews to Auschwitz after that date were subject to selection.

The third ramp was built from 1943 inside the Birkenau camp and went into
operation in May 1944 in connection with the anticipated arrival of transports of
Hungarian Jews. The railroad spur along this ramp ran as far as gas chambers and
crematoria Il and I11. Aside from the 430 thousand Hungarian Jews, 67 thousand
Jews from the £.6dzZ ghetto and some of the transports from the ghetto in Terezin
and from Slovakia were unloaded at this ramp. From this point on, mass selections
of Jews took place inside the camp, before the eyes of thousands of prisoners.
Transports of Poles from Warsaw during the Uprising there, sent to Auschwitz by
way of the transit camp in Pruszkow, were also unloaded here.

All three ramps also served as embarkation points for prisoners transferred from
Auschwitz to sub-camps and other concentration camps.

The selection procedure carried out on the ramps was as follows: families were
divided after leaving the train cars and all the people were lined up in two columns.
The men and older boys were in one column, and the women and children of both
sexes in the other. Next, the people were led to the camp doctors and other camp
functionaries conducting selection. They judged the people standing before them on
sight and, sometimes eliciting a brief declaration as to their age and occupation,
decided whether they would live or die.

Age was one of the principal criteria for selection. As a rule, all children below 16
years of age (from 1944, below 14) and the elderly were sent to die. As a statistical
average, about 20% of the people in transports were chosen for labor. They were
led into the camp, registered as prisoners, and assigned the next numbers in the
various series. Of the approximately 1.1 million Jews deported to Auschwitz, about
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200 thousand were chosen in this way. The remainder, about 900 thousand people,

were killed in the gas chambers”. (Source: Auschwitz Museum)*’

After a horrible few days crammed within the cattle car, Jerry’s family arrived at Auschwitz
one morning, and upon leaving the train, they were immediately forced to line up, with
women and children in one line, men and older boys in the other.

“Waving his hand, a Nazi medical officer ordered us to enter a line either
on the left, toward a big building labeled ‘Bath House’, (but which Jerry
learned later was actually destined for the gas chamber) or on the right,
which was to the actual bath house for slave labour.” (Jerry)

Jerry and his father were lined up with the other men and older boys directed to the right for
slave labour. Their heads were shaved, they were forced to shower, then disinfected and given
striped uniforms.

Jerry and his father remained together for several more days. By that point they were
separated from the rest of the family, and Jerry never saw his mother, sister, and brother again.
Jerry recalled the last words they shared together: “we’ll meet again back in Lodz”. There
was a rumor that the war would soon be coming to an end and after working here, they would
all return home.

Background

“Auschwitz inmates were employed on huge farms, including the experimental
agricultural station at Rajsko. They were also forced to work in coal mines, in stone
guarries, in fisheries, and especially in armaments industries such as the SS-owned
German Equipment Works (established in 1941). Periodically, prisoners underwent
selection. If the SS judged them too weak or sick to continue working, they were
transported to Auschwitz-Birkenau and killed.

Prisoners selected for forced labor were registered and tattooed with identification
numbers on their left arms in Auschwitz I. They were then assigned to forced labor
at the main camp or elsewhere in the complex, including the subcamps”. (Source:
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)*®

7 https://www.auschwitz.org/en/history/auschwitz-and-shoah/the-unloading-ramps-and-selections/
18 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/auschwitz
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“My father and I were sent to the bathhouse shower, our hair was cut off,
our bodies disinfected, and we were given prison clothes (shirt, pants,
shoes, hat, no socks, no underwear) and sent to wait in the barracks.
There were four to six men to each two-tiered bunk, lying on
uncomfortable straw mattresses.” (Jerry)

Typical of Auschwitz prisoners, Jerry received a tattoo number. His tattoo was on the inside of
his left forearm. Jerry’s tattoo number was B-7619. This number became his only name for the
remainder of the war (Fig 19a). The prisoner number was shown on numerous lists (Fig 19b).

Fig 19a: The Auschwitz tattoo #B-7619 on the inside of Jerry’s left arm.
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Lists including names of Jews from Poland who were inmates of Auschwitz.

This document is also found in 'Polish Jews in KL Auschwitz - Name Lists', compiled by Stanislaw Maczka
https.//www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/wexner/cache/1711760529-2847517-416.pdf

B-7585 Dzialowski Fajwel ur. 16.05.1927, Lods, ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7586 Dziubak Josef ur. 14.08.1927, Lods, ewakuowany 26.01.1945, Buchenwald
B-7587 Diament Samuel ur. 05.08.1927, LodZ, ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7588 Edelman Lajb ur. 23.07.1928, Lods, ewskuowany 26.01.1945, Buchenwald
B-7591 Fachier Josef ur. 06.02.1928, Bodzentyn, ewakuwowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7592 Ferleger Chaskiel ur. 16.05.1927, Komiecpol, ewakuowany 26.01.1945, Buchenwald
B-7593 Frydman Leon ur. 30.12.1930, LodZ, ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7594 Faktor Wolf, ost. inf. 27.09.1944, HKB
B-7595 Finkelstein Dawid ur. 22.12.1926, LodZ, ewakuowany 26.01.1945, Buchenwald
B-7596 Feder Israel ur. 03.09.1927, Lods, ewakuowany 26.01.1945, Buchenwald
B-7598 Fajflowicz Chaim ur. 03.03.1927, Ozorkdw, ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7599 Goldblum Julek ur. 09.08, 1927, Lads, ewakuowany 26 01,1945, Buchenwald
B-7600 Goldman Jehuda ur. 14.10.1927, Lods, ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7602 Gutman Wolf ur. 01.04.1927, Lodé, ewakuowany 26.01.1945, Buchenwald
B-7604 Graz Dawid ur. 16.07.1928, Lods, ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7605 Hildesheim Beniek ur. 21.08.1929
B-7606 Halpern Gabriel (P)), ost. inf. 25.09. 1944
B-7607 Halpern Jerzy (P)
B-7608 Herszhikowicz Arck ur. 13.09.1927, Sieradz, ewakvowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7610 Hirschman Chaim ur. 07101928, Lods, ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7611 Herszkowicz Ignacy ur. 08 02,1928, Lods. ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7612 Huszowicz Samuel ur. 14.05.1920, praciy!
B-7614 Ickowicz loek ur. 24.11.1926, ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7615 Jakubowicz Hersch ur. 07.02.1926, Wiclud, ewakuowany 26.01.1945, Buchenwald
B-7616 Kura Jakob ur. 04.02.1926, Kalisz, ewakuowany 26.01.1945, Buchenwald
B-7617 Kolski Natan ur. 16.12.1928, Lods, ewskuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald

e [-7619 Kapelusz Jakob ur. 30.03.1929, Lad/, ewakvowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7620 Kopel Aron, ost. inf. 07.11.1944, HKB
B-7621 Kohn Motk wr. 01.05.1926, LadZ, ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7622 Kohn Jesek ur. 01.05.1927, LadZ, ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7623 Kutner Dawid ur. 25.04. 1928, Konstantyndw, ewakuowany 26.01. 1945, Buchenwald
B-7624 Kruzek |7] Mayer lat 17, wyzwolony przez Sowietow
B-7625 Klein Mojsze, ost. inf. 27.09. |9u.w
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Fig 19b: List of Auschwitz prisoners ordered by tattoo number
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Backgrounder

“Its symbolic meaning was clear to everyone: this is an indelible mark, you will

never leave here; this is the mark with which slaves are branded and cattle sent to
slaughter, and that is what you have become. You no longer have a name; this is
your new name”. (Source: Primo Levi)®

“There were daily roll calls. Anyone who hadn’t died overnight was
required to show up and be accounted for. Men were selected from there
to work. My father was sent to work in a mine. I never saw him again”.
(Jerry)

The following undated poem was written for Jerry by one of the many hundreds of high
school students who witnessed and were inspired by his Holocaust presentations in later years.
This poem spoke to the horror of children being separated from their parents at Auschwitz, as
Jerry experienced.

19 Levi, Primo (1986) The Drowned and the Saved, New York: Simon & Schuster (English edition)
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Seperation
| get off the train with my father holding my left hand, my mother, my right.

We are then swallowed by swarms of soldiers.
Their hands prying at our bond of determination but we refuse to let go.
When we are together, we are stronger.
The soldier is screaming for us to let go but | just block him out of my head.
I hear people calling for one another after being separated, yelling their goodbyes.

I’m losing grip of my mother’s hand. I am starting to doubt that | can hold on any
longer.

My ears hurt from the yelling and my eyes are forming tears, but I’'m not ready to
give up.

My mother’s hand continues to slip.
The soldier’s cold, heartless barks boom down my spine.
My mother and | are holding on by our fingertips, she lets out a sob.

“Don’t give up” I whisper to her. The soldier gives me a pathetic look and
continues to yell.

They finally pulled her from my grips. [ wailed to them “She’s sick!” “Don’t hurt
her!”

I silently cry as they take her away, knowing | may never see her again.
My father feels my pain and is determined not to let them take me away from him.
We must stick together no matter what challenges we may face.
They are pulling too hard and I can feel his hand slipping from mine.
“No!” I cry angrily “You promised never to leave me daddy! YOU PROMISED!”

The soldiers win the game of tug-o-war; we are no longer together and are
overpowered.

I try to run back to my father, but no matter how hard I try to reach him, he seems a
million miles away.

Just like the others | must face my fate.
He looks at me with the saddest eyes | have ever seen.
I know he felt as though he had failed me.
I could hear him sobbing as they took him away.

“DADDY!” I screamed still reaching for his hand; I couldn’t believe this was
happening.

They took everything! All because we were different...
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Backgrounder

“A sub-camp in the depopulated village of Babice opened in the first half of May
1943. About 180 women were placed in the former school building, and an equal
number of men in a nearby wooden barracks. The windows of the building
occupied by the women were walled up or secured with barbed wire. Inside were
sleeping rooms with bunk beds, offices for the SS men and female overseers, a
first-aid room, a washroom, and a kitchen. Food was delivered from the Birkenau
camp. Two barns, a stable, storage sheds, and a shed for harnesses were built inside
the barbed-wire fence.

The women prisoners were employed caring for and milking cows, clamping
potatoes, spreading manure, and weeding and earthing up cabbages and beets. The
male prisoners groomed the horses, plowed, mowed hay, and harvested. When the
army requisitioned some of the horses in the spring of 1944, women prisoners were
harnessed to the plows with long ropes. The women’s Kommando was liquidated
and the women transferred to Birkenau in July; the men’s Kommando remained in
Babitz until January 1945”. (Source: Auschwitz Museum)®

“I was selected to work as a farm laborer in Babice (Babitz) for the next 7-
8 months. I learned that the huge farm at Babice had been created by
combining all the smaller Polish farms that had been taken away by the
Nazis.

On the farm, about 65 men and boys slept in a single barrack, including
Jews, Poles, criminals, and others. There, the slave labourers worked from
sunrise to sunset and were given bread and soup. | believe that I survived
here because | also had access to food and, whenever | could, I stole
produce (potatoes, beets, whatever we were growing) that was meant for
the soldiers stationed in Auschwitz, the German army and as feed meant
for the cattle”.

Each work group consisted of six slave-labourers with a guard, and most
German SS guards were brutal. There was a specific guard, whose name
was ‘Shtortzer’, who was actually a decent person, who let us eat and steal
as much food as we wanted, and who never hurt us. One time, we were all
caught when a potato fell out of a fellow worker’s pocket. We were all
lashed and beaten publicly and warned we would be shot next time.
Despite the beating, we did not give up Shtortzer, who had allowed the
theft.

Another time, the group stole and drank a can of milk, which we did often,
but this time we were caught with an empty can. We were lined up and

20 https://www.auschwitz.org/en/history/auschwitz-sub-camps/babitz/
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questioned but nobody owned up to it and for some reason we were not
Killed.

We were given no winter clothes. We washed with cold water from the
pump outside. If someone became sick, there was no treatment, so they
were taken away and never seen again.

There were Jewish slave-labourers who identified, beat and killed some of
the former Jewish ghetto policemen who were now among us.

At night we reminisced about our families and wondered when we would
die, as we had no hope for the future. Many times, I felt like walking to the
wire fence and electrocuting myself. Although I had grown up in an
observant household, by this point I had lost all faith in god or observance.
I saw though that there were some Jews among this group who still
believed in god”. (Jerry)

Jerry remembered seeing at a distance the smoke coming from the chimneys in Auschwitz and
noticing an odd smell in the air but, at the time, he didn’t know what that was. As he was
taken away to the work farm soon after arriving in Auschwitz, he never himself witnessed
Jews entering the gas chambers or the ovens.

“Many times, | felt like just going over to the wires, to the fence, to touch it
and electrocute myself. I just didn’t have the guts to do it”. (Jerry)

Jerry remained a slave-labourer on the farm in Babice until it was closed in Dec 1944.
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Buchenwald Concentration Camp

Backgrounder

“In mid-January 1945, as Soviet forces approached the Auschwitz concentration
camp complex, the SS began evacuating Auschwitz and its subcamps.

SS units forced nearly 60,000 prisoners to march west from the Auschwitz camp
system. Thousands had been killed in the camps in the days before these death
marches began”. (Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)?

In January 1945, with the Russian army advancing, the Germans decided to liquidate
Auschwitz. Jerry remembered hearing noises, shells, and bullets firing at a distance from
Auschwitz, but didn’t realize they were from the approaching Russian army. He was 15 and a
half years of age at the time.

Jerry’s work group was rounded up to be evacuated on January 26, 1945. They were to be sent
to another concentration camp, Buchenwald, but there were not enough trains. As a result,
Jerry and hundreds of others were forced into the infamous ‘death march’ by foot to
Buchenwald, in Weimar, Germany.

“l walked for four days and three nights in cold winter weather, wearing a
hat, a uniform and wooden shoes | was among a small group of boys who
helped each other as needed in order to keep moving. We were not given
food, but occasionally a farmer would throw food at us. We mostly
survived by eating snow. Those who couldn’t walk were shot on sight.
Many of those who marched simply died and were left on the road. Those
of us who survived the death march were shipped to Buchenwald when a
cattle train was found for the final day of travel, and with the Germans
riding along side in their cars and on horseback”. (Jerry)

When they arrived at Buchenwald concentration camp, Jerry was assigned to a barrack?? and
given a new uniform. He remembered being given soup but couldn’t swallow anything and his
hands and feet were frozen. Jerry’s new uniform number was 119807.

“That was my identity. That was my name”. (Jerry)

Jerry managed to save the strip of material with his uniform prisoner number after liberation
(Fig 20).

21 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/auschwitz
22 https://fotoarchiv.buchenwald.de/home
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Fig 20b: Buchenwald Concentration Camp intake ledger showing Jerry’s tattoo and prisoner numbers
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Jerry did not talk specifically about which barrack he was assigned to in Buchenwald. It is
possible that he was housed with 600 other Jewish children and youth in the infamous Barrack
66 (Kinderblock 66)%3.

“The barracks had 3 tiers, and “we were packed like sardines”. Each
prisoner was given a blanket which he had to protect from being stolen.
We slept in our striped uniforms.

I did not have real work in Buchenwald. We sat around waiting to die or
be sent elsewhere, with no hope. As did others, | volunteered for odd
manual labour tasks such as gathering dead German civilian bodies after
Allied bombings in the local area, always with the hope of finding some
food under the ruins.

People would die over night in the barracks, and I considered them lucky.
Every morning, they would take out the dead bodies and the remaining
prisoners stood for roll call by number, and remained there until everyone,
either dead or alive, was accounted for”. (Jerry)

Jerry recalled that there were also many non-Jewish prisoners at Buchenwald including
political prisoners, criminals, and homosexuals. They all talked amongst themselves. He
remembered that the prisoners were distinguished by different coloured triangle-shaped
badges sewn on their uniforms — the Jews wore a yellow triangle, the homosexuals wore a
mauve triangle, and the political prisoners wore a red triangle. Jerry recalled a fellow prisoner,
who was actually a Catholic German officer, who was imprisoned as a Jew because his
grandfather was Jewish, but who still kept a cross over his bunk.

Jerry remembered the horrific story of a Russian prisoner who was celebrated for his beautiful
skin tattoos. The camp commandant’s wife reportedly loved those tattoos and ordered a
lampshade to be made of this man’s skin. Jerry was given a photo of this infamous lampshade
by one of the US soldiers at the time of his liberation (Fig 21). Later, it was discovered that
cutting tattooed skin from Jewish corpses to fashion macabre gifts was popular among the
German officers at Buchenwald and these objects were later preserved as war crimes
evidence?,

23 https:/iwww.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/block-66-at-buchenwald
24 https://www.buchenwald.de/en/geschichte/themen/dossiers/menschliche-ueberreste
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Fig 21: The infamous Buchenwald ‘tattoo lampshade’
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Liberation from Buchenwald, April 1945

Backgrounder

“In early April 1945, as US forces approached, the Germans began to evacuate
some 28,000 prisoners from the Buchenwald main camp and an additional several
thousand prisoners from the subcamps of Buchenwald. About a third of these
prisoners died from exhaustion en route or shortly after arrival, or were shot by the
SS. The underground resistance organization in Buchenwald, whose members held
key administrative posts in the camp, saved many lives. They obstructed Nazi
orders and delayed the evacuation.

On April 11, 1945, in expectation of liberation, prisoners took control of the camp.
Later that afternoon, US forces entered Buchenwald. Soldiers from the 6th
Armored Division, part of the Third Army, found more than 21,000 people in the
camp”. (Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)?

“That morning it was beautiful, but oddly very quiet. Although | didn’t
know about them at the time, there was some sort of organized
underground group with smuggled weapons (maybe they were former
Russian soldiers or non-Jewish POWSs?) who opened fire on the German
SS guards and captured and executed many of them before the Americans
arrived.

It took about a day before the Americans entered into the camp (first the
scout, then the rest of the soldiers), and by that point the SS were either
gone or killed. Many German soldiers tried to hide among and dress as
prisoners, but they were obvious and stood out because they weren’t
starved and shaved like the actual prisoners. These Germans were outed
and beaten to death by the mob. I did not take part in that as I was too
weak to walk. I weighed maybe 70 pounds”. (Jerry)

Jerry managed to tear off a May Day commemorative badge from a German guard’s uniform
(Fig 22). He never indicated whether the soldier was alive at the time. Jerry kept that badge
among his personal possessions.

25 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/timeline-event/holocaust/1942-1945/us-forces-liberate-buchenwald
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Fig 22: A May Day commemorative badge torn from a German guard’s uniform

“The inmates had taken over the camp office and received a call from the
camp commander which alerted them that the Germans had actually
mined the camp with the intention of blowing it up. The captured Germans
who were not already executed were put to work digging up and gathering
up the mines. That is ultimately what saved about 10,000 prisoners still in
the camp. Once the mines were removed, Jews were able to leave the
boundaries of the camp and some took immediate revenge on the local
Germans.

Seeing the Americans liberating the camp was unbelievable. Some of the
prisoners were not convinced that this wasn’t a trick by the Germans, that
is, until one American soldier spoke to them in Yiddish.

About a thousand surviving Jewish children, aged eight to eighteen, had
no home to return to. They moved into the barracks where the German SS
soldiers had been living and remained there for another few months. It
took a long time for these children to be able to digest regular food given
to them by the American soldiers”. (Jerry)

The Jewish children, malnourished and sick, remained in the abandoned German soldier’s
barracks at Buchenwald for several more weeks while the American soldiers fed and cared for
them and the authorities determined what to do with them. Unlike the political prisoners at
Buchenwald who could return to their homes, these Jewish children were now orphans,
homeless and, for some, stateless. Their families had been murdered. Their homes and former
lives were destroyed. Ultimately, it was OSE, (Oevre de Secours aux Enfants), a French
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Jewish child welfare organization, which arranged for these children to be brought to safety in
France, Switzerland and England. These kids came to be known as the Buchenwald Boys or
‘Buchenwaldiens’.

Backgrounder

“On 11 April 1945, the Buchenwald concentration camp was liberated by the US
Army. Some 21,000 prisoners were released, of whom 4,000 were Jewish. The
Jewish inmates included approximately 1,000 children, some of them just four
years old. Among the liberators were US Army Chaplains Robert Marcus and
Herschel Schacter, who arrived one or two days later.

In Block 66, the liberators discovered several hundred Jewish children from
Poland, Hungary, Romania and Czechoslovakia. All were boys, who had survived
against all the odds with the help of the international underground in Buchenwald,
some of whose members were Jewish. The children were in shocking physical and
mental condition. A message was sent to the OSE offices in Geneva: ‘We have
found approximately one thousand Jewish children in Buchenwald. Please
organize evacuation without delay’.

Members of the OSE (Oevre de Secours aux Enfants) organized the evacuation of
these children, known as the "Buchenwald Boys" and their passage to France,
Switzerland and England.

At Buchenwald, the US Army provided the children with medical care, food and
clothing. When the camp was liberated, they discovered a storehouse filled with
German uniforms, and they gave these to the children to wear instead of the
oversized striped camp garb. Many of the children wanted to immigrate to Eretz
Israel (Mandatory Palestine), but due to British Mandate policies, which effectively
closed the gates of Eretz Israel to Jews, they had no choice but to accept the OSE's
offer and to travel to France, Switzerland or England.

On 2 June, the train left Buchenwald on its way to France carrying some 500
children and teenagers. The children stormed the train for fear that it would leave
without them. They were accompanied by Rabbi Marcus and by OSE

personnel. Dr. Ravel, one of the escorts, relates: "They wore striped pyjamas or
Hitler Youth uniforms, and they looked like a rabble”. When the train stopped en
route, the children disembarked and pilfered whatever they could. They only
stopped when they were told that they had reached France”. (Source: Yad
Vashem)?

% hitps://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/childrens-survivors-homes/ecouis.asp
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Later, while living in Paris, Jerry noticed an exhibition including an iconic photo of the
children leaving Buchenwald (Fig 23). He recognized himself in this picture and asked for a
copy. This photo, along with another photo of the Buchenwald boys on a train headed to Paris
(Fig 24), are now ubiquitous, found in virtually every Holocaust photo collection worldwide.

BUCHENWALD

Quelgues-uns des plus rabus?‘es parmi /es enf‘am‘s //beres

Fig 23: Jewish children leaving Buchenwald Concentration Camp June 8, 1945 (Jerry in red circle)
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Fig 24: Jewish boys from Buchenwald heading by train to Paris

As with all the prisoners at Buchenwald, Jerry was interviewed by an American soldier to
complete the standard ‘exit questionnaire’. These interviews were conducted in order to assess
the survivors’ needs and to identify any potential Nazis or Nazi sympathizers hiding amongst
the prisoners, which was common. The questionnaire, completed on May 8, 1945, documents
that Jerry was imprisoned at Auschwitz for 5 months and then at Buchenwald for 4 months
and that he intended to join his uncle S. Lewkowicz in Palestine. (Fig 25).
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Fig 25: Jerry’s interview questionnaire as completed by a US soldier on May 8, 1945, prior to leaving
Buchenwald concentration camp
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The OSE (Oeuvre de Secours aux Enfants) orphanage in Paris

Backgrounder

The Buchenwald children were a group of approximately 1000 Jewish child
survivors found by American troops when they liberated the Buchenwald
concentration camp on April 11, 1945. Most of the children were originally from
Poland, though others came from Hungary, Slovenia and Ruthenia. Unsure of what
to do with the child survivors, American army chaplains, Rabbi Herschel Schacter
and Rabbi Robert Marcus, contacted the offices of the OSE (Oeuvre de Secours aux
Enfants), the Jewish children's relief organization in Geneva. They arranged to send
427 of the children to France, 280 to Switzerland and 250 to England. [Vivette
Samuels reverses the figures for England and Switzerland in her monograph,
"Sauver les Enfants."] On June 2, 1945 OSE representatives arrived in
Buchenwald, and together with Rabbi Marcus escorted the transport of children to
France. Rabbi Schacter accompanied the second transport to Switzerland. Because
of the difficulty in finding clothing for the children, the boys were clad in Hitler
Youth uniforms. This created a problem, for when the train crossed into France, it
was greeted by an angry populace who assumed the train was carrying Nazi youth.
Thereafter the words "KZ Buchenwald orphans" were painted on the outside of the
train to avoid confusion. On June 6, 1945 the French transport arrived at the
Andelys station and the orphans were taken to a children's home in Ecouis (Eure).
The home had been set up to accommodate young children, but in fact only 30 of
the boys were below the age of 13. This was only one of the many problems faced
by the OSE personnel, who were not prepared to handle a large group of
demanding, rebellious teenagers who were full of anger for what they had
experienced. At Ecouis the boys were given medical care, counseling and schooling
until more permanent accommaodations could be found. Most of the children
remained only four to eight weeks at Ecouis before being moved elsewhere, and the
home was closed in August 1945. Among the first to leave were a group of 173
children who had family in Palestine. They were given immigration certificates and
departed from Marseilles in July aboard the British vessel, the RMS Mataroa. The
remaining boys at Ecouis were soon transferred to other residences and homes.
Some of the older ones were sent to the Foyer d'Etudiants located on the rue Rollin
in Paris, where they boarded while attending vocational training courses or working
at jobs in the city. Others were sent to the Chateau de Boucicaut home in Fontenay-
aux-Roses (Hauts-de-Seine). Many of the boys came from religiously observant
homes. Since the OSE could not obtain kosher food for everyone, they divided the
children into religious and non-religious groups. Dr. Charly Merzbach offered OSE
the use of his estate, the Chateau d'’Ambloy (Loir-et-Cher) for the summer, and
between 90 and 100 boys chose to go there in order to receive kosher food and live
in a religious environment. In October 1945 the children and staff of Ambloy were
relocated to the Chateau de Vaucelles in Taverny (Val d'Oise). About 50 of the
non-religious boys were taken to the Villa Concordiale in Le Vesinet (Yvelines)
near Paris that housed an equal number of French Jewish orphans. In the summer
they went to the Foyer de Champigny in Champigny-sur-Marne (Val-de-Marne). In
all the homes attended by the Buchenwald children vocational training as well as
regular classroom instruction was offered. At the same time OSE social workers
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made every effort to locate surviving relatives, succeeding in about half the cases.

By the end of 1948 all of the Buchenwald children who had come to France had left

the OSE fold and begun new lives for themselves. (Source: United States

Holocaust Memorial Museum) 7

“The Jewish children liberated from Buchenwald were divided up among
the allied nations: some to England, some to Switzerland, about 450 of the

youngest and healthiest to France. | was sent with a large group of

orphans to the OSE (Oeuvre de Secours aux Enfants) orphanage, first in
Equis, Paris” (Jerry) (Fig 26).

. _ 4 =
) ORPAAN CHILDREN #ROi DUCHENTALD WOW IN PARLS
ZEAATDS VEN.S DYALLESAGE - CONVOI DU 8 JUIN Ia45
& ECOUIS (Zure)
Peris List N® [Il62 A,

* ] JAXUBOWICZ David 12/6/%3 Pol.

;Z ﬁ;g JAKUBOWICZ Mendel i(l)/é;?f; m&:x;ow ::
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152 JOGER Dazso 28/(2/28  Saluta
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x 156 JU BGER Toblas ' Caroi hercl :
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160 ISKOVLTS Henrich o/4/28  DLotliz Roun.
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164 SALLESKI Abel 13/4/28 -
165 KAPELUSZ Jakob 30/5/29  lodz o
166 FALLUS Ludwig 13/6/29 Sulestova ;.‘!!i 3.
167 RAMINSKI Kovia 23/4/26 Bendszin Pol.
168 RAMINSKI Aran 19/10/28 - Strzemleszyca .
169 KAVE ' Pajwen 12/12/23 TLook o

% 170 KASSIERER 3Hela 3/65/28 Szalile Tehé o

€ I7r JASZOWITZ  Pal 8/5/28 Nagykaroly x‘zom:.

x I3 KATZ Andor 15/9/29 Monlaoe vo fch3.
173 TAUFMAN Ko jzesz I7/11/30 Lizet goxlm.
174 KAZANOWSKL Chaim I/5/29 e
175 KESTEMBERCG Jehuda 8/a/25 Wargchau ol.
176 KILIZTOR ¥ayer 2/12/23 Bandzin .

x T KIVSTLICET Joasef 217/9/28 ) A
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Fig 26: List of orphans moved from Buchenwald to OSE in Equis, Paris on June 8, 1945

27 https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pal 136584
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Backgrounder

“Many had suffered a total loss of identity. They did not remember their names,
having been addressed only by their numbers or nicknames...They looked like
bandits, suspicious and mute. Their heads were shorn; all dressed the same, with
faces still swollen from hunger and not a smile to be seen. Their eyes bespoke

sadness and suspicion. They were apathetic toward the outside world. They likened
the supervisors to guards and were terror stricken at the sight of doctors who
reminded them of Mengele, the man who, upon their arrival in Auschwitz, had sent
the weak ones to gas chambers, the able-bodied to slave labour”. (Source:
Hemmendinger and Krell)?®

“In Paris, we were later split into four homes in Le Vesinet, which is a
suburb of Paris. The orthodox kids (including Ellie Wiesel and Rabbi
Israel Lau, both of whom I knew) were in one house, the others were split
into three other homes, and each home had a teacher living with them. |
was well treated and educated by OSE, which became the ‘family’ for all
the children”.

“Life started to feel more normal during this time of stability. | went back
to school at OSE making up for all the education after grade 4 that I had
lost during the war years. | learned to speak French, English, and studied
math, and other subjects. As well, some of these children relearned their
civil manners, as they had become very wild kids”. (Jerry)

While living at Le Vesinet, Jerry attended classes to make up for the formal education that had
been denied him between 1939 and 1945. He became fluent in French. OSE also provided the
older students with vocational training in a range of professions (Fig 27). Jerry trained in
dental mechanics and later identified himself as a dental mechanic in his application for
immigration to America. Among Jerry’s private possessions we found the original bronze
mortar and pestle that he had used during his dental mechanics training. He had never shown
this to us.

28 Hemmendinger, Judith and Krell, Robert (2000) The Children of Buchenwald, Jerusalem: Geffen
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Our wstructors attend with  great
care to the formation of onr school ¢l
dren’; they draw their inspirations from
modern methods of education,  For those
of our children ; who are to join their
refatives an foreign countriss, special cour-
ses of foreign Janguages have hesn organi-
zed.  Haowever, the number of competent
techers and edocators remains inadequate.

We hope that with the probatiorers
wha have amished our Pedagogical Centre,
under the auspices of Uniop < O.S. K. and
with the hedp of the American Jewish
Labour Committee, we shall soon he in
o pasition to bl all the vacancies in anr
pedagogueal staff,

Having Brshed their coumse: of
studics and sfter an individual exam, onre
vaung peaple are directed by our Depart-
ment of Professional Onentation towards
the various professions and trades for which
they have shown special aphitnde,

PROFESSIONAL CLASSIFICATION

Fig 27a: The range of vocational training at OSE. (from an OSE newsletter, dated 1946 - English translation by
the American Committee of OSE)%

29 Booklet, OSE Activities in France (RG 494, Folder 46). American Committee of OSE. 1946.
https://digipres.cjh.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServiet?dps_pid=I1E2969576
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Fig 27b: Jerry and colleagues studying dental technology in Paris, 1946
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Fig 27c: The bronze mortar and pestle Jerry used in dental mechanics training

During this time at Le Vesinet, Jerry also became a member of the Association des Anciens
Deportes Juifs (Fig 28), a mutual aid organization for Jews formed after the war and an
affiliate of the Fédération Nationale Des Déportés et Internés, Résistants et Patriotes. The
latter organization was created in 1945 to support the hundreds of thousands of victims and
French resistance fighters in the war®°.

30 https://francearchives.gouv.fr/fr/authorityrecord/FRAN_NP_052431

58


https://francearchives.gouv.fr/fr/authorityrecord/FRAN_NP_052431

Jerry’s Story

N 79T

£ s Sanaa N aa N an AN aa A aa an N
N - e

d o4 . G 2 ;
Adresse...C IA/{A}M/ : /L/L W
NG el . ALY

b “‘ S ./0‘
Nationalité SV /5. VA

Profession (444462424

Signature du Titulaire :

- i
aaNanNanhe e

S aa e Nas N aa N A anNaa o
B e

¥

o aa

Fig 28: Jerry’s Federation Membership card dated 1945

T
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At OSE, Jerry was also involved in various social activities and was very active in sports (Figs
29, 30).

Fig 29: Jerry’s OSE Membership card dated 1946
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Fig 30: In his time at OSE, Jerry was very athletic

Jerry made many life-long friends during these two years at OSE (Fig 31) and, later in life, he
enjoyed reconnecting with them at OSE and Buchenwald reunions held around the world (we
will describe this in a later section). Reclaiming some of the missing joy from their teenage
years, these boys went on excursions all around France, and sometimes in the company of
girls, who were also Jewish child survivors housed elsewhere by OSE (Fig 32). Among the
following photos are those with descriptions excerpted from the book by Hemmendinger and
Krell.
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TAVERNY 75

Top row: Joseph
Fachler, Leon
Friedman, Jakob
Kapelusz, Joseph
Dziubak

Front: Visitor from
Girls” home, Idel
Goldblum

Top row : Joseph
Fachler, Leon
Friedman, Nathan
Laufer, Jakob
Kapelusz.

Front: Herch Simon,
Ludwig Herskovitz,
Idel Goldblum
(George Goldbloom),
Marek Lozinski

December 1946: Top
Row: Jakob Kapelusz
(Jerry Kapelus)
Salomon Majer (Joe

Fajwen Kaner (Philip {3
Kanner)

Front Row: Wolf
Vogel (Willy Fogel)
Elias Balter (Eddy
Balter) Theodor Lowy 8§
(Bubby Levy)
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"For memories sake to my dear friend Jakob, from
Zysiek, who shared with you the good times and the
bad times. I offer my likeness for memories sake"

October 11, 1946
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Fig 31: Jerry’s many friends at OSE
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Fig 32: Jerry’s many adventures while living in France

Throughout his life, Jerry retained a close personal tie to the OSE organization. He owed his
life to them. In later years, Jerry donated generously and regularly to OSE in support of the
vital Jewish social services they continued to provide to needy children in France.

During his two years in Paris, Jerry also began to search for his family, as did all the
survivors. He sent letters and spoke to any survivors he met, always asking about the fate of
his family. He managed, despite the destroyed infrastructure across Europe, to find his way
back to Poland and to the family’s original home at 9 Podrzeczna Street in Lodz. He
discovered Poles were now living in their apartment.

He learned from another survivor that there was a man named Gershon Kapelusz who had
survived and was now living somewhere in Germany. Jerry thought that this might be his
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father. He smuggled himself into Germany and by foot, by bike and whatever other
transportation he could find in this destroyed land, he went from village to village, speaking to
survivors, and looking for Gershon. After about six weeks of searching, he successfully found
Gershon living in Landsberg, Germany. However, this turned out to be his first cousin Genek,
the son of his father’s brother. Jerry also learned that Genek’s older brother Kiva was still
alive and living in Germany as well (Fig 33). In all the years that followed, Jerry never
stopped looking for his lost relatives, checking phone books and searching for the name
Kapelusz in every city he visited.

Fig 33: Jerry’s first cousins Genek and Kiva Kapelusz

Genek had found a wife, Miriam, and they quickly had a daughter, Ruth, in a Displaced
Persons camp®! in Germany (Fig 34). Another of Jerry’s first cousins, Irene Anshelewitz,
married Joe Schwadron in the DP camp and there they also had a daughter, Rachelle. Irene’s
mother Rachel Kapelusz Anshelewitz was Jerry’s aunt, a sister of Jerry’s father.

31 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/displaced-persons
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Fig 34a: First cousin Genek, with Miriam and Ruth Kapelusz, German DP camp

Fig 34b: First cousins Kiva Kapelusz, Genek and Miriam Kapelusz, Irene’s father Jacob Anshelewitz, first
cousin Irene (Kapelusz Anshelewitz Schwadron), and her husband Joe Schwadron, Germany

Ultimately, through the 1948 Displaced Persons Act signed into law by US President Harry
Truman®2, Genek and Irene and their new families were able to immigrate to the USA to start

new lives. Memorial plaques for the Kapelusz/Anshelevitz families were established in Miami
Beach, Florida and Metairie,Louisiana (Fig 35).

71

RACHEL KAPELUSZ ANSZELEWICZ . GUCIA ANSZELEWICZ
HELA ANSZELEWICZ . FROMEK ANSZELEWICZ

NADZIA ANSZELEWICZ . CHUNE SCHWADRON . ETHEL SCHWADRON
JANEK SCHWADRON . FAMILY ORENSTEIN . MOIEL FAMILY
MICHAEL AND NACHA BRAJTSZAJN . MOTEK BRAJTSZTAJN
ABRAM BRAJTSZTAJN . LAJBYSH AND FAJGA TRAWINSKI

BLUMA TRAWINSKA . FRIDA KIFEL . LEJB KIFEL

Fig 35a: Memorial tile for Rachel Kapelusz Anshelewitz, Miami Beach Holocaust Memorial

32 https://www.trumanlibraryinstitute.org/the-displaced-persons-act-of-1948/
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o

Fig 35b: Memorial plaque for the Kapelus/Anshelevitz families dated Aug 28, 1944, installed at Congregation
Gates of Prayer synagogue in Metairie, Louisiana

Jerry’s cousin Kiva Kapelusz had lost his first wife and daughter to the Nazis. He was a tailor
by profession and emigrated to Montreal where he married his second wife Ruth, had another
daughter, Paula, and started a new life there. We believe that Kiva was among the thousand
Jewish tailors brought to Canada from the German Displaced Persons camps to fill vacant jobs
in the garment industry through the ‘Garment Workers Scheme’, a joint project of the
Canadian Jewish Congress and the Garment Workers union (which came to be known as the
“Tailor Project’)®:.

Backgrounder

“Beginning in 1948 and lasting for several years, the Tailor Project managed to bring 2,000
labourers into the country, to work in the rapidly growing needle trades. Half of them were
Jews who were plucked from European DP camps.

Most settled in Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg, and even though a good number weren’t
really tailors — all they had to do was sew a button to be accepted — they began new lives in

their new homes”. (Source: The Canadian Jewish News)3*

OSE’s objective was to find living relatives and new homes for all the children in OSE’s care
(Fig 36). The names of all known Jewish Holocaust survivors were also being published by
the Jewish Agency in newspapers across the world in hopes of connecting them to living
relatives. By the end of 1948, the boys of Buchenwald had scattered around the world, some
emigrating to Palestine, some to Australia, some to America, and many more who remained in
Europe.

33 https://tailorproject.ca/
34 https://thecjn.ca/news/finding-canadas-post-war-jewish-tailors/
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Fig 36a: OSE’s ‘Family Regrouping Service’

An unknown uncle of Jerry’s, Abraham Heyman, who had moved to New York in 1907, saw
Jerry’s name on a survivors list in 1945 and sent him a letter via OSE. Abraham wanted to
confirm that Jerry was in fact his relative. He indicated that he and his wife Lillie would be
willing to sponsor Jerry to come to America along with the additional financial support of
another relative, Meyer Kuznik, also of New York (Fig 37). We were not able to establish how
Abraham and Lille Heyman or Meyer Kuznik were actually related to Jerry or what became of
them, but we acknowledge their generosity in bringing Jerry to America.
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Homorable Americam Consul,
Paris,
France,

Honorable American Consul,

¥e are respectfully submitting herewith sffidavits
in behelf of our mephew, JACOB KAPELUSZ, at present residing in France and
whom we are very eager to bring to United Stetes for permanent residence.

5 May we point out to you, Honorable Sir, thst the
above mentionmed is the lome survivor of our family in Polamd. ¥e trust you
are well scuainted with the tragedy that befell our peoples im the cemtral
Buropeen countries and the fate of most of them, so that, in our case, when “—
we learned that this young bof survived all the tortures and torment and the
living hell of his psrents and other relstives, we are most esger to bring
him to our home &nd to endeavor to do for him what any and every young person

" i eptitled to in the way of a home in peace and serenity and an opportumity
to grow up in & normal heslthy stmosphere into a mormsl life.

We are loyal and lew abiding Americzn citizens; we
enjoy & moderste income end we have menaged to invest most of our savings
in United States Government War Bonds. With this reserve cssh capitel we will
be im a position to care for our nephew untill such time 28 he will become

self suppeorting.

Together with other interested persons, in the wels
fare of our nephew, additional affidavit of ¥r. Meyer Kuznik is herewith attach-
ed, we assure you, Homorsble Consul, and the concerned United States authorities,
that at no time wkll we allow our relative to become a charge upon the public
of any Americsn community.

Trusting you will grent our most fervent request snd
ﬁ-t-wm‘wmwpmendtouttuwhm.nm, dear
8ir, R =

Respect fully yours, . =

%ﬁéa«m.%ﬁa-ﬂdu

- [ N

146-11 119th Ave.,
Jemaica, Lel., N.Y.

Fig 37a: Letter of support from Abraham and Lillie Heyman for Jerry’s immigration to America, 1945
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Fig 37b: Affidavit of Support from Abraham and Lillie Heyman, 1945
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Fig 37c: Affidavit of Support from Meyer Kuznik, 1945
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Coming to America!

Although Uncle Heyman promised Jerry that if he didn’t like New York, he would help him
go to Palestine, Jerry was never interested in going to America. He was already involved in a
Zionist group at OSE and he had plans, as did many of his friends, to go to Palestine and to
fight for the Jewish homeland. As mentioned earlier, Jerry already knew of his maternal uncle
Shlomo Lewkowicz in Holon and planned to go there.

However, Jerry was ultimately persuaded by Heyman as well as his friends and the staff at
OSE to take advantage of this rare opportunity to go to New York and the promise of starting
a new life in America. So, with the assistance of OSE staff, Jerry was able to obtain his papers
including a permit to travel to America (Fig 38).
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Fig 38a: Jerry’s French Identity and Travel Card, issued December 12, 1946
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Fig 38b Letter of attestation for Jerry from OSE teachers, dated Dec 23, 1946
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OSE

OEUVRE DE SECOURS AUX ENFANTS

DIRECTION GENERALE: 62, RUE SPONTINI Adresse Télégraphique :
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Fig 38c: OSE letter of attestation on behalf of Jerry, dated February 24, 1947
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— —— e

N TAN —_ - T T T ————
Hﬂ‘k&p_\p‘g;m'w‘n o] . procupbes o Ml .

Fig 38d: Jerry’s authorization to leave France, dated February 28, 1947

Jerry bid goodbye to his friends and the OSE staff and headed to the French port of Bordeaux.
He set sail for America on March 1, 1947, aboard the liberty ship, SS George Bancroft (Fig
39). Jerry was bound for New York City to start a new life there.
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New York, Passenger Lists, 18201957 for Jacob Kapelusz

New York, Passenger Lists, 18201957 for Jacob Kapelusz

Record Index

Source Information

Nam e:

Arrival Date: 15

Birth Date: 1930

Birth Location: Poland

Birth Location Other: lodz

Age: 17

Gender: Male

Ethnicity/ Nationality: Polish

Place of Origin:

Friend's Nam e:

Port of Departure: Bordeaux, France
Destination:

Port of Arrival: New York, New York
Airline:

Ship Name: George Bancroft

: George Bancroft

:Jacob Kapelusz Mar 1947
New York, New York
Bordeaux, France Male
George Bancroft

Record Url: h

Source Citation: Year: 1947; Arrival: New York, New

York; Microfilm Serial: T715, 18971957; Microfilm Roll:
Roll 7303; Line: 10; Page Number: 41

Source Information: Ancestry.com. New York,

Passenger Lists, 18201957 [database online]. Provo, UT,
USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010.
Oririinal data: Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New

York, New York, 18201897. Microfilm Publication M 237,

675 rolls. NAI: 6256867. Records of the U.S. Customs

Service, Record Group 36. National Archives at

Was hington, D.C. Passenger and Crew Lists of Vessels
Arriving at New York, New York, 18971957. Microfilm
Publication T715, 8892 rolls. NAI: 300346. Records of the
Immigration and Naturalization Service; National Archives

at Washington, D.C. Supplemental Manifests of Alien

Passengers and Crew Members Who Arrived on Vessels

at New York, New York, Who Were Inspected for

Admission, and Related Index, compiled 18871952.

Microfilm Publication A3461, 21 rolls. NAI: 3887372. RG

85, Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service,
17872004; Records of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service; National Archives, Washington, D.C. Index to

Alien Crewmen Who Were Dis c harged or Who Deserted at

New York, New York, May 1917Nov. 1957. Microfilm
Publication A3417. NAI: 4497925. National Archives at
Washington, D.C. Passenger Lists, 19621972, and Crew
Lists, 19431972, of Vessels Arriving at Oswego, New

York. Microfilm Publication A3426. NAI: 444T521. National

Archives at Washington, D.C.

Fig 39a: Ship manifest for SS George Bancroft, March 1, 1947

Fig 39b: Jerry’s ship muster card for SS George Bancroft, March 1, 1947
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Fig 39c: Jerry at Bordeaux and aboard the SS George Bancroft
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Starting his new life in New York

Arriving in New York City on March 15, 1947 (Fig 40), Jerry legally declared his intention to
stay in the USA on June 20, 1947 (Fig 41). On the form, he described his profession as a
‘Dental Mechanic’ but, as far as we know, he never worked in this profession. Perhaps they
didn’t acknowledge his qualifications from Paris. He never talked about it.

LN

Visas

Reproduire dans chaque visa le nom
du détenteur du titre.

APMITTED PERMANSNT
at New York, N. X,

0 e
) ”"MRR&T? .‘947‘ s e 10

P55 BT BEVL 00000 QO U0 R 00 0alHeed e oo,

EES .WA-"
mu-&l.\b vk‘ (9<r uann-{-d

mlmﬁ) s

Fig 40: Visa stamp upon arrival in New York, March 15, 1947
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1 the records of he court) (Invalid for all purposes seven years after the date hereof) ’2 s,
STATE OF NEW YORK 7 A SUPR_EME Court
.y s
COURTY COF QUEENS S QUEENS COUNTY o . JAMAICA NeYo

(1) My full, true, and correct name is .______

(2) My present plmolr‘-lde!nala e _...‘,‘_1 .o_...l..l....l _1'9.1'..5.3} "Mﬂ..._m "r-"--ﬂ nroear hna
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visible distinctivemarks 2@ ki0e_en left 8rmeB«T7619 e WRAY precent nationsuty
@ Tam .. 100 Benarried; this name of my wite or dis ;' we were marriedon ..______________
3 Manid " Dayl  (Year)
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g - = e g 00d onigmed the Unitod Mateat oo e o i r
...... i in the United States, and now resides at e o=
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(8) I have ... 2270 nndnn and the name, sex, date and place of birth, and present place of residence of each Mulduhﬂdrenwhohnviu,mum.

) My Jost plare,gf Srolin rebiblile w2250 Do kbl Talniae i pesassees (10) T emlgrated to the United States from
..... i ..._..It...ﬁ!?:.an....-_- ’nmaw WM a-u.—m(-a;' My Inwiul t:‘l«t;”lor permanent residencs in the United States was
at NYC ‘? Sk under the name of ......J.%Q!l.ﬂ!!l\l'l .....................
oo MATOH IBL 1087 . onee..._ 85 Gesrge.

Year) or othar teate of €30y ey aner)
(12 Shmmthmlmkywrmmlm .I.Smmzmmvnmm tor s period or parlods of 6 months or Jonger, as follows:

DEPARTED FROM THE UNITED ETATES o ¢ RETURNED 70 THE UNITED STATES
Dare Dare
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(13) 1bave __DO% made of No. ... ,on e " e M i
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lmlybeat;ub ﬂ'.am' (“’.,:::"""ﬁ,“« htinon'm' ver in nnul::nn untﬁo. injury, or dm#’tmugmw usnbotue mudlsheuam
bt “m“q?'.g"“m fot afived to e duplicate and ‘,f,,‘ﬁ"“““ eroof is 'I i 8 likeness of e Lo and vns sy o Sppontion 2 e
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[ T - o R e e B (02 ) I SO
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5 —_ . 20thay o . JUune , anno Domint 104 71 horeby certity that
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4 emax e PAUL.LIVGLI
.
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o A 5
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()‘ 5 Form N-315 LOUIS)& A VOLPK SPL i

u. s' DEPARTMM OF JUSTICE .II—III»I ©. 5. GOVERNMENY PRINTING OFFICE

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE
(Edition of 11-1-41)

Fig 41: Declaration of intention, June 20, 1947
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Jerry lived for some time with his uncle and aunt, Abraham and Lillie Heyman, at 146 11 119
St, Jamaica, Queens Co, New York. In a subsequent letter to OSE, Jerry wrote this about his
New York relatives (Fig 42):

“I am very happy because my family here is not rich. They are simple workers. They
understand me and push me towards studies”.

Fig 42: Excerpt from OSE newsletter including news about former ‘jeunes Buchenwaldiens’ after emigrating
abroad

Jerry received a US Alien Registration Number and a social security number. Soon after that,
he received a Selective Service System number, thus making him eligible to be drafted into the
US army (Fig 43).

o __ &

(SO0IAL SECURITY ACCOUNT NUMBER)
—

JERRY KAPELUS

WORKER'S NAME AND MOME ADDRESS

:::::;.Ea g;% gg%ﬂ _‘ ﬂtw ‘“E‘
FOR -‘."'ﬂ.mﬂw-l.

Fig 43a: Jerry’s US Social Security Number

Form AR-103—Revised mg‘uﬁ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
== IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE
Registration ALIEN REGISTRATION DIVISION
umber PHILADELPHIA, PA.
GISTR CEIPT CAR the Registrant:
OLENCRS 'Anou s e TaYbur registration under the Alien Registration Act,
1940, has been received and given the number shown above
a your name. This card is your ipt, and is evid {
Jacob Kepeluez only of such registration. In writing to the Department
6-11 119th Ave. of Justice about y If, always give the number on

emeica, New York.
161808 : Director of Reglstration.

Keep this card. chmddﬁmfﬁmbn Z{x

\
s —

Fig 43b: Jerry’s Alien Reception Receipt Card
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: xscls'rn'nox cn'rmcu'l
s This & o Mlnmdnn. thg&alwunm
of the President of the United Biates
{ DB ... IFPELYSZ
& § M) et 7 M
=~ i -‘.ZJ.Z%{ . laoz -‘7’1«.44)

has beea duly registared dayud . :-_....nﬂ

é mmmwnmn‘___) T e et

| The law requires you {o have this card w—*nﬂ“
i for identilication and to adyise your Local of change of addresa
| B8S Form No. % Foiea B e, 13-its00. 10—086401-1

‘l :A- ‘.- e
) Y {)glx'atcsae @.ﬁ-. .......... Calr (lf'f'iu'&-...&..l’&;._.-.
: am.pumn _Fat-r.’ SR 1 41 ‘.\p‘,u""..; -_\ﬂ;[.(_-m.
SR OSSO G O gt M

Olbexr abyisug pliFsicn! deracteriscles thae wit 1id io identilicution

il A P A S e e ey

e B oy Lt

Fig 43c. Jerry’s Selective Service System registration certificate

In recalling his first impressions of New York, Jerry commented in an interview that New
York was huge, that he didn’t like it, and that he missed all his friends and the OSE staff in
Paris. However, Jerry already knew several others who had also come to New York: his first
cousin Irene and her husband Joe Schwadron from Poland and a few other survivors from

Buchenwald and OSE. When he was able to earn enough, Jerry took an apartment with one of

these friends, Nat Isenberg (originally Nuchim Ajzenberg of Starachovice, Poland) (Fig 44).
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Fig 44: Jerry and Nat Isenberg (in white tank top) in their NYC apartment

Jerry found work in a number of factories. Among these were included a one-day unsuccessful
stint as a cutter in a clothing factory (despite his assurances to the boss that he knew how to
cut cloth, he had no idea what he was doing and was fired on the very first day), a shipping
job at ‘Rusam Neckware’ in Bronx, New York and an unspecified job at the Van Heusen shirt

factory (Fig 45).

DISABILITY BENEFITS LAW

STATE OF NEW YORK

EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION CARD

For use by employee when filing a claim for
Disability Benefits for off-the-job injury or sickness.
DISABILITY BENEFITS HAVE BEEN PROVIDED BY:
Nome... Rusam_Neckwene (o INC:
Addr So0 @ I3RS

(Bronk S¥ N4

Eove i i A 358653

BY INSURING WITH:

Fig 45a: Employer Identification Card — Rusam Neckware
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According to official documents, by 1948, he had started using the anglicized name Jerry
Kapelus (although some official government documents, even years later, still identified him

Fig 45b: Jerry working at the Van Heusen shirt factory in New York

as Jacob Kapelusz).

In addition to working, Jerry enrolled at the Jamaica Vocational evening elementary school in
Queens, New York. He was determined to improve his English and to upgrade for high school
level classes. Jerry received his evening elementary education certificate in January 1948 (Fig

46). He went on to complete evening high school level courses during 1949 and 1950 and

proudly obtained high grades (Fig 47).

Board of Fducation
of the ity of Netw Pork

JERRY KAPEANS

Has satisfactorily completed the course of study for Evening Elementary
?thtfnlalzas earted the approbation of the principal s teackers and
s enfitled to pursne an Enening Bigh School conrse in The Gity of Netw Pork

i InTestirnomy Whereof e Ipte affixed onr sigmarhures
lymta ﬂ}tﬂ 28th day of Jenuary, 1948.

Ll siagn
Presivent Bowrd of Evucation
SPECIAL EXAMINATION HELD AT

JAMAICA VOCATTONAL TIVENING
SUHOOL, QUEENS.

,"“,“’" S

(%, Tinsle

Sugesinterdent of Schoole

Jameica Voeational, / B Schoal Woreugl of
Tt | Frincipn “ueeng ‘

Fig 46: Jerry’s Evening Elementary Education Certificate, January 1948
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[ mrensesmias 55
STUDENT'S

AT g

el

REPORT CARD
JERRY _  L-lf-f0

DENT'S REPORT CARD

(PRINT) LAST N,

S3b W1l 8t

FIRST NAME DATE TERM ENDS

< b

SUBJECT G BTl v TEACHER
W, el P |
P, (inti, 0 [o -
g ~ i E7E \Ddi~ |8
EE: Ej:gm T S 3 /] E
i ) ; &

_HAPELUS

EVENING HIGH SCHOOL
LERRY¥ Yy 1550

(PRINT) LAST NAME

FIRST NAME TODAY'S DATE

MON. & WED. CLASSES

| Subject & Grade | Rm | Teacher

TUES. & THURS. CLASSES

Subject & Grade Rm | Teacher

W HT feor bt | s

_RhH i g v beo S1ST
_ { 3
< ust meet! on several Friday mights, The school calendar will designate
the specific Frid w‘am : ;
On first t of attendance in each class obtain the teacher's ire in the

Pm:g ace above. Carry this program with you as & means of i while
:udthesdmlmﬂaﬁomenﬂwh_d:oﬂhisard.

Fig 47: Jerry’s New York City evening high school report cards, 1949-1950

We don’t know much else about Jerry’s life in New York to that point but based on his photo
album, he was clearly a smart dresser, seemed to have gained many friends, and had quite an
active social life. Jerry said to us many times over the years that he had loved living in New

York City (Fig 48).
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Fig 48: Jerry loved living in NYC
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Among the treasures we uncovered among Jerry’s papers was a photo of him attending the
Societe Culinaire Philanthropique Eighty-Second Annual Charity Ball at the Hotel
Pennsylvania in New York City on Jan 17, 1948 (Fig 49). Other than the fact that Jerry had
learned to speak French in Paris, he never mentioned any link to that organization or having
attended that event. Perhaps he was someone’s date? He certainly never demonstrated to us
any ability or interest in cooking but, of course, he looked great!

Fig 49: The Societe Culinaire Philanthropique Eighty-Second Annual Charity Ball, Hotel Pennsylvania, NY, Jan
17,1948 (Jerry is shown by a red circle in the middle of the crowd)

Jerry was preparing to go to college in New York when he received a notice of induction
(Army draft) from the US Selective Service in 1950 (Fig 50). This occurred around the
beginning of the US war in Korea, which meant the possibility that Jerry, having been given a
‘1A classification’ by the US Selective Service, might be going to war for the US Army.

Jerry knew of other Buchenwald Boys, such as his old friend Joe Magier, who had already
been drafted into the US Army (Fig 51). However, for Jerry it was clear that he had seen
enough killing by that point in his life and he didn’t want to be involved in yet another war.
Jerry was determined to get away as soon as possible.
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Sarvice System

64N
al Board No. {
L::-O‘) Sutphin Blvde

Jamaica 2, N. hod
(Local Board Stamp)

TO: ALL REGISTRANTS REPORTING TG THE ARMED FORCES
JOINT EXAMINING AND INDUCTION STATION

In compliance with the enclosed order, you are hereby ordered
to promptly and directly report to the Joint Examining and Induction
. Station, located at 39 Whitehall Street, New York, N.Y..

Any one of the following transportation lines may be used by
you to reach the Joint Examining and Induction Station (39 Whitehall
Street).

BMT Astoria-Line to Whitehall Street,

IRT Corona-Flushing Line to Queensboro Plaza -
transfer to BMT to Whitehall Street,

BMT Jamaica-Broadway Line to Broad Street

IND 8th Avenue to Queensboro Plaza - transfer
to BMT to Whitehall Street.

When reporting for Pre-Induction Physical Examination you will
be reimbursed for your transportation costs when you report at
39 Whitehall Street.

If your order is for Induction, transportation cost is enclosed.

If there are any questions concerning the hour and date of
your Order to Report, or transportation directions to 39 Whitehall
Street, telephone your Local Board immediately for further information

{Qns)

Fig 50: Generic US Selective Service System, Notice of induction, undated

Fig 51: Fellow Buchenwald Boy Joe Magier in his US Army uniform
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Coming to Canada (and not because he wanted to!)

Jerry’s New York roommate Nat Isenberg had an uncle, also named Nachum Isenberg (known
within the family as ‘Old Man Isenberg’), the head of a large family living in Toronto,
Canada. Jerry decided to head there.

So, after three and a half years and a great new life while living in New York, Jerry
successfully crossed the border into Canada on Oct 25, 1950 (Fig 52). He headed directly to
the Isenberg family’s house at 444 Manning Avenue in Toronto, in the heart of Toronto’s
downtown Jewish neighbourhood at the time. Only Nat Isenberg knew where Jerry had gone.

- 12 -

Visas

- Reproduire dans chaque visa le nom
| du détenteur du titrve.

|
|

OCT 25 1950
A O S

01— 300 s |

Fig 52: Visa stamp showing Jerry’s first entry into Canada, October 25, 1950
Having come to Canada, Jerry could no longer cross the border back into the USA as he was
now considered a ‘draft evader’.

Somehow, after about six weeks, the US Selective Service discovered where Jerry was living.
They sent a letter to him at the address on Manning Avenue, requesting that he present
paperwork confirming his intent to stay in Canada (Fig 53).
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SELECTIVE SERVICE_ SYSTEM
r et T

= (LOCAL BOARD STAMP) - |

Dec3mber L,1950

Mr. Jacob Kapelusz
iy Manning Avenue
Toronto Canada

Dear Sir:

Will you kindly forward an affidavit at your earliest
convenience, to show that you expect to remain a resident of the
Dominian of Canada and will not return to the United States.

This information is necessary, to close the records of
Selective Service and clear your name as delinguent with the
Federal Bureau of ‘nvestigation.

Very truly yours
ocal Bogrd #6l

%m@ —

Over the next few years, Jerry established himself in Toronto. By 1954, he was gainfully
employed, married to Merna and had his first child on the way. He had also applied for
Canadian citizenship. However, letters continued to be sent by the US Selective Service,

Fig 53: Letter from Selective Service, December 4, 1950

always courteous, but demanding that Jerry return to the USA to be inducted or he would be
considered ‘delinquent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation” and could be fined and jailed

(Fig 54).
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SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM

I Seleetivr Sarvice Systeuw il
LOCA: . vivas No. 64
89-09 butpiin Blvd.
& Jamaica 2y N. Yu
(LOCAL BOARD STAMP) =

Mr. Jacob Kapelusz
44/, Menning Avenue
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

hugust 18, 1954

5.8, No, 50-64-20-437

Dear Sir:-

We would appreciate it if you would advise us by return

meil of the exact date you left the United States, your visa

number and the type of passport igsued you.

This information is

necessary to bring your file up-to-date.

Yours truly,
Local Board #64

o i

5. Kubis, Clerk

Fig 54a: Letter from Selective Service, August 18, 1954

Selective Service System |

Selective Service Syster |
Local Board Uo. (64) ﬁ
89-09 in Blvd.

Jamaica 2, N. X

(LocAL BoArD STAMP)
OFFICIAL BUSINESS {

Mr. Jacob Kapelusz

Lhl Manning Avenue,
Toronto, Ontario,
Canada

S

st \  NOTICE OF RI(.')H'IL '.l'O APPEAL

.
s Aypﬂ.,[ d;ss fication by local bﬂud ma be mkcn
- a geal with local b oayrd within on oi the following per! ods -fnr
date of this notice, whnchevu is applicable: 1 DAY :f
h you and loa board are located in the continental Uni ed
in the same Territory or possession of the United States; 30 DAYS, :i ’ou>~
are located in the continental United States md local board is located in a
Territory or YS, if yon are located
in a Territory or possession of the United Snm and local board is l.oqud
in the continental United States or in another such Territory or posses:
30 DAYS, if you arc located in Canada, Cuba, or Me:ueo y
n . located in a foreign country other than Canad; tub-. or Mcxx:o.
m your written requn( filed with the local
£l itted to the appea hmrd haviog jurlsdn:uon over the area m which
ou are currently ‘Oou are

\ 3ELEc'nvE SERVICE SYSTEM  Approval not required
NOTICE OF CLASSIFICATION
JACOB KAPELUSZ

(FIfet ame) {Middle name)’ (Laat name)
Selective Service No. @;?E]gz has
been classified in Class (Until
X Local Board. O Appeal Board,
............... O President

l Cut along this line to detach card
"

if y aiming
to the appeal St blvmg jurisdiction over eile on 1 which i located
your&nnupnlﬁplnce of employment.

is classification is by a local board, you may, within 10 days after the
mailing of this notice, file a written request for a pcmmul appearance before
the local board (unless this classification has be rmuned upon such
personal appearance). Following such personal lppelnnce you may file a
weitien cequest for an appeal from the local board's clusification within

applicable period in the the date of
the mnlmg of the new not| u of clzsunﬁ
If an al has been tal lre clnslﬁed by the appeal board in

ei(hu Chss l—A Class I-, -O or élm 1-0, and one or more members of

_appeal board dissented from such cla.mﬁcmnn, you may file a written
notice of appeal to the President with your local board within 10 DAYS
after the nn&ens of this notice,

| officer,

(os0q umw o yusnw)

2
w vobe on anpep¥ foard cases only )
£ Septe 23 19.28  _ fZe)
1 (Duoiluulllu:) (M‘.hﬂdb&l
- The law requires you, subject to heavy Penalty for vio M, to carty
(3 u'm fotice, ia addition to your Registration Certiicate, o ‘3;
o

tis exhibit it K request to authonzcd oE\c
suxunder it, upon entering the mmd forces, to your command!

For advice, see yam Gavmnmrt appeal m.
‘ he law req 0 keep m ch with your local
bonxd- (2) to nonfn At o! any change of lddmss' (3) to notify it of
| any fact which might change your classification; (0 10 omrlyw
i instructions on the name of classification part of lorm.
SS88 Form No. 110 (Revised 4-16-54)

Cut along this line to detach card
16—31524-10  U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

Fig 54b: Card from Selective Service, September 23, 1954
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Approval of Budget Bureau not required.

BeYeotive Bervice System
Lecsl Board No. (64)
89-09 Sutphin Blvd.

Uamaica 2, N, X.

SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM

Order to Report for
Armed Forces Physical Examination

(LocAL BoARD STAMP)

November 10th, 195k

S (Date of mailing)

To B2 0, e ot KAPELUSZ [soll et J20 luzz |

(Firat name) (Middle name) (Last name) (Selective Service Number)

Ll Manning Avenue

(Street and number)
Toronto, Optario, Canada

T — - (City) (State)

You are hereby directed to report for Armed Forces Physical Examination to thebocsioBomtcrmmed

JOINT EXAMINING AND INDUCTION ATOMN, 9 WHITEHAL :"—.:»"\‘:74‘ }..\i...

.

(Placo of reporting)

at 7230 Ae m.,onthe . 23rd__of . _November ___19.5L.
(Hour of reporting) (Day) (Month)

w//jfﬁ>

" (Member or clerk of Local Board)

IMPORTANT NOTICE
TO ALL REGISTRANTS:

When you report for Armed Forees Physical Examination you will be forwarded to an Armed Forces Examining
Station where you will be given a complete physical examination to determine whether you are physically qualified for
service. Upon completion of your physical examination, you will be returned to this Local Board. You will be furnished
transportation and meals and lodging when necessary. Following your Armed Forces Physical Examination your Local
Board will mail you a certificate issued by the commanding officer of the station showing whether or not you are accept-
able for service.

If you are employed, you should advise your employer of this order and inform him, that the examination is merely
to determine your acceptability for service. It is not an order to report for induction or an order to perform civilian
work,

If you are so far from your own Local Board that reporting in compliance with this order will be & l:ndsh!p'nml)'*
you desire to report to the Local Board in the area in which you are now located, take this Order and go immediately

| to that Local Board and make written request for transfer for Armed Forces Physical Examination, |

TO CLASS I-A AND I-A-O REGISTRANTS: D

1If you fail to report for Armed Forces Physical Examination as directed, you will be delinquent and will be imme-
diately ordered to report for induction into the Armed Forces. You will also be subject to fine and imprisonment under
the provisions of the Universal Military Training and Service Act, as amended.

TO CLASS I-0 REGISTRANTS:

The Armed Forces Physical Examination is given for the purpose of determining your acceptability for service.
If you are found acceptable, you will be available, in lieu of induction, to be ordered to perform civilian work con-
tributing to the maintenance of the national health, safety or interest. If you fail to report for or to submit to the
Armed Forces Physical Examination, you will be deemed to be available to be ordered to perform civilian work in
the same manner as if you had taken the Armed Forces Physical Examination and had been found acceptable,

+

588 Form No. 223 (Revised 3-18-62) (Supplies of original printing shall be used until exhausted except for I-O Registrants) aro 18—87070-5

Fig 54c: Letter from Selective Service, November 10, 1954
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Jerry informed the US Selective Service of his status in Canada in a well-written letter in
November 1954 (Fig 55).

Jacob Kapelusz,
444 Marning Ave.,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

Hovember 1bth, 1954

Selective Service System,
Local Board (64),

89-09 Sutphin Blvd..
Jamaica 2, N.Ye

Deer 3irs,- Selective Service Humber= 50=64=29-457.

This will acknowledge receipt of your order
dated November 1l0th, 1954 for me to be present ot the Joiut
ggigining4otfice at 39 Nhitohall 8te NeYeCo, on liovember

954.

In this connection I wish to advise that under
date of Decemler 4th, 1950 I received from your office a
request to p:oduoa evidence of my permanent residence iu
8, ad ‘acoeplted
permqnﬂn* residence 1in Caanada under date of Qctoner ZOth, xR0
1950, end receited from your office the enclosed caxd us
reply. Sinee my lending in Cauada I was married at Toronto
gn gune £7th, 1954, anﬂ my wife is now expoeting to give
irth.

Since I. have assumed permanent residence in
Canade under date of Qctober 25th, 1950, 1 have baen
regiding permanently in Cancda with my wife, “Yhen admiited
to Canada the Department of I igration ia Canada has
returned my border crossing card allowing me to re-enter
Ue Se¢ Ae I have notified U.3.authorities at the time I
assgumed residence in Cannda, nnd returned my Border o cssing
carde I, therefore, will a preciate receipt from your
office ;f agvioe a2 to revoking your order for me to
arpear for the required examination. ¥1tqhn one %3950& H.ll
have ras ed curl 8
1?qb caln my Senadisn OLtizenShiPea 108t ny residonoe 0 UsSeds
Thanking you ian anticipation for your kiand ro 1y,
I remain,

Sincerely yours,

Fig 55: Jerry’s letter to the US Selective Service, November 15, 1954
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Jerry’s induction status was finally considered settled in a follow-up letter from the US
government on December 17, 1954 (Fig 56). From that point forward, he was able to cross the
border and visit the USA without concern.

SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM

Mol & yoios Sj}ﬂf” ]
Se‘Ie'CQ"i_'S_? 4 o. 164)
l:;,.\ }dt!hm 31vd-
Y :7'4 ica 2 T -
l (LOCAL BOARD STAMP) A

December 17th, 195
Jacob Kapelusz-50-64-29-437
Ll Manning Avenue
Toronto, Ontaric, Canada
Dear Sir:-
This is to advise you that the Pre Ipduction

lNotice dated November 10th, 1954 to report on November 23rd,
195), has been cancelled.

Yours truly,
Local Board MNoe 64

. v ay
M. Luisi-Clerk

Fig 56: Final letter of discharge from the US Selective Service, December 17, 1954
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Making a new life in Canada

In Toronto, Jerry became part of the large Isenberg family and he roomed with them for
several more years. After having lived in large cosmopolitan cities like Paris and New York,
Jerry initially found Toronto “boring”.

He didn’t immediately connect to the official Jewish community.

“I always looked after myself. I didn’t need any help from the community
and never asked for any help”. (Jerry)

However, Jerry joined the YMHA (Young Men’s Hebrew Association) at Spadina Ave and
Bloor St, made new friends and attended many social functions there. During that time, Jerry
worked for Budget Household, briefly went into business with Nat’s cousin Carl Isenberg
(another Polish survivor), first selling door to door and then opening a store together before
Jerry eventually went out on his own.

Meeting Merna

Jerry first met Merna Davidson on a double date in 1952. She was five years younger than
Jerry. Merna too had recently immigrated to Toronto from her home in Manchester, England
with her parents Harold and Fanny (Fay) Davidson (Fig 57).

. . . . . -
paiioee BT o swarssr o, | 20
R MRSt of lwommuwsm a8

(Reov, 1-4-48) SIT. Class from \10th
CPort of embas hation)
" QUEE » ¢
QUEEN El AAB et A arriving at port of NEW YORK- 6TH DEC. ,19L8
I Nume of vesselt "T- 0[\ N

—_————— — A e | IS | NS () - 2 ®

Mas.
Fasminy Nawne—Goowx Nawr e Sen LYo Taaver e, Na
Desminanion ix Usires Srares (Yenrn) M o Narosaury l
|n ALY )

- Hkan
Nesun ane Descnirnos Tar

wr Puces or Cote o Manrea Buosenos
Havoace Froeres ase U8 Orricess

T S/e—H P g P
NO -

|
Line
o

|
M DA\IIDSG‘I roz“ M | M |V 17%%07 2 2 -
| ITI\I}' |
WP ek e j L e S EXEMPY
DAVIDSON  Fanny Fy M |V 175408 - ~ NO .
/| IN TRANSIT 7O CANARA ” ‘ BRITAIN = v EXEMHT
| [ DAVID3ON Merna 14 vV 175400 - )
! I TRAY 2 & TO CANADA Rl’ ’.nrn‘rrun | B EXEMHY

Fig 57a: Harold, Fanny (Fay) and Merna Davidson in transit to Canada via New York, 1948
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Fig 57b: Merna Davidson (centre of photo) arriving at the port of New York, 1948

According to Merna, they were each with other people when they first met but Jerry asked for
her phone number and he followed up. They began dating formally after that (Fig (58).
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Fig 58: Merna and Jerry dating

By 1953, Jerry and Merna were engaged. Jerry, at the age of 24, was still living with the
Isenberg family. Merna, 19 years old at the time, was living with her parents at 28 Juliet
Crescent, well outside of the small downtown Jewish community.

Merna and Jerry were married on June 27, 1954, at Bais Yehuda Synagogue on Dovercourt
Road in Toronto (Fig 59). Jerry’s best man was his first cousin Kiva Kapelusz. Two of his
ushers were childhood friends from Poland. Another usher was his best friend Normie Sharpe.
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:/W'c. and a’l/lu. a'-/aw[d Davidson

uquut the honour of your /uzumu

at the mauiagz of theix daug/;tu

a/'/le'ma

to

g&’&ly

son ol the late

d”z. and Mas. gzugon Wa/zzlus

on é‘umlay, gum: the gwmty-uozntl;
nineteen hundved and flfty-/ou:

ecumony at 5.30 pom.
Ninner foann'ng

at the Bais (yaﬂuda é‘ynagoguz
805 Dovercourt Koad
7otonto, Canada

Bride's Residenae Groom’s Residence
28 gu[lct Cres. 444 4"amzln9 Hoe.

Fig 59a: Merna and Jerry’s wedding invitation
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Tlis @ertificate Wituessetl that

On the £237 day of the week, the T EI) -Sexip

day of the mmm in the year 57
correaponding to the v Suiy - S Suc sy
o Jou s 19§ thyholy Covenant
of Marriage was entered intn gt 7 o> 2o -0
hetween the

Bridegroom JELRy [ALfc Lol
and his Bride Megbn Dasipso

The said Bridegroom made the Inllowing
declaration to his Bride:

“Be thon my wife according to the law of Moges and
Jurael. ¥ faithfully promise that ¥ will be a true husband
nuta thee. ¥ mill honor and cherisl thee, protect and sup-
port thee, and provide all that ts necessary far thy due sus-
tenaure, puen as it hecoweth a Jewtsh huaband tado. I alse
take nyon myself all such further nbligations for thymain-
tenance, during thy life-time, as are prescribed by our
religions statute.”

Aud the suid Bride has plighted her trothunta him, in
affection aud in stucerity, and has thus taken njpon herself
the fulfillment of all the duties incwuthent wpon @ Jewish
wife.

Thts Covenant of Marriage was duly exeruted and
witnessed this day, accordiug to the usage of Israel.

& - Bride
_}W{“—J CN e ) Rabibt
z)

Wituess

Fig 59b: Merna and Jerry’s marriage certificate and ketubah

Marriage of
_.under Marviage Licence
oo DAY OF A L. BB

@prtificate of Marriage |

Thig ig to Certifp that, on the 7<covy sevrin.

BB, VMY, at... 724
in the Probince of Ontario, I golemnized the

|
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Fig 59c: Merna and Jerry’s wedding photos
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Fig 59e: Merna and Jerry’s wedding party
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Jerry’s Story

Fig 59f: Merna and Jerry’s honeymoon in the Laurentian Mountains, Quebec

At first, Merna and Jerry lived as a married couple with Merna’s parents on Juliet Crescent.
Jerry operated his new clothing and housewares business, Atlas House Furnishings, from that
house and later, from the Davidson’s new home at 475 Rustic Road (Fig 60).

THE REGISTRY OFFICE W\
FOR THE REGISTRY DIVISION OF TORONTO

3 Certify, that in the Registry Office for the Registry Division of
Toronto, there has been filed by.
Jerry. Kapelus,

as required by the Partnership Registration Act, Chapter 271, R.S.0. 1950, and amendments thereto, a

declaration that he carries on business at the said city of Toronto under the name, style or
firm of.....ooev.nn Atlas. House Furnishings...
That such declaration is dated Sth.May 1954.
and was registered on........... S5th -May. ... . 19 5.‘t.-.., as number......96663 CP.
Dated at Toronto, this Fifth day of. May o . 19 ke

A

o
g & 4
Ot £

Form 18 Deputy Registrar,

Fig 60a: Jerry’s business, Atlas House Furnishings, was registered in Toronto on May 5, 1954
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L I1 119/ DJulluao W
--Max opr Dom Luggage r 740 Manning av
--Steven wtr Royal York Hotel h 5616 Eglinton av

rd east
--Z Paul studt U of T r 516 Eglinton av e

D Kapelus Jerry (Atlas House Furnishings) h 28
Juliet cres (York Twp)
, 9 Kapferer Horst r 100 Bellevue av
Kaphalakos Geo sec-treas Mojabo Coffee Co Ltd
ron h 1, 19 Relmar rd (Fst H) A\

rr

Fig 60b: Jerry and Atlas House Furnishings listed on Juliet Cres in 1956 Toronto phone directory

- v v ) wwa o em mm - - = = — = - — g ———— — ———

east
--Z Paul studt r 516 Eglinton av e
Kapeluk Tony carp r 89 Robinson

:> Kapelus Gerry slsmn Atlas House Furnishing r
475 Rustic rd (Nth Y)
Kapes Susan Mrs h 1450 Bloor w
Kapferer Rainer r 475 Brunswick av
1le Kaphalakos Geo sec-treas Mojabo Coffee Co Ltd

h 19 Relmar rd (Fst

Fig 60c: Jerry and Atlas House Furnishings listed on Rustic Road in 1957 Toronto phone directory

Fig 60d: Jerry standing in front of the Davidson’s new house at 475 Rustic Road, Aug 1956
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Jerry received his Canadian citizenship papers on July 11, 1956 (Fig 61). Interestingly,
Merna’s citizenship certificate, granted in 1962, displayed her married name as ‘Kapelusz’.

W/ﬁm iephenn

| 114

DEPARTMENT OF CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

o o ‘c.'mh|'|{ thal

e mﬂimhﬂlmlc e

_ JACOB KAPELUSZ (JERRY KAPELUS)

d”%@”@w-m‘é&}ﬁ/mw/ )
el
ctelbond dorerllilhe duglilorrae fiar 4
s
r/}//////w//ﬂﬁmldbm#m 1

L 2

i ec 0| 1{’1; that

—__MERNA KAPELUSZ (KAPELUS)

nTomadinglimpdsitiopciniy’
I%-M.; 7 s
tillecthea eyl ;ﬁlm}/éawu{}
Wﬁ%@gﬁ 'Zl%ét%%)w
,av%é%b/i%m Mjlﬂl J

a(rz/rymm;‘»mlfma‘/a o
lounloyemmolt sumodenne clrrr g
ha/m/fzr&aﬁ#w/zpdwmyvﬁ'mr
PR A
/ima/’wﬂw/h/.

oy a.'di.Fmi alleale e

t/ﬂ/wmw«/&amszaﬂ% Yo
Lrvdyrnnedt comadiome il degonndide
durlordil il intiagedlne
ﬁa/&gﬁm}( / w:/l%mwﬁé,a

A > JL ;.‘

Fig 61b: Merna’s Certificate of Canadian citizenship Feb 22, 1962
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Jerry’s Story

In 1957, Merna and Jerry were able to purchase their first house at 55 Langholm Drive, in a
new Toronto subdivision located in Downsview, west of Keele St and just north of the new
Highway 401 (Fig 62). In that home, and then about a decade later in a much larger house at
37 Colonnade Road in Willowdale (Fig 63), Merna and Jerry raised their three children, Gary

(born June 7, 1955), Stephen (born September 25, 1958) and Elysa (born July 27, 1964) and
shared a wonderful life together.

. i Pl i Vlhf i {’ l l_".l]”l ”J LI il ‘!I
Fig 62b: Jerry listed on Langholm Drive in 1960 Toronto phone directory
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Fig 63: The second Kapelus family home at 37 Colonnade Road in Willowdale

Jerry continued to operate his successful housewares business and working for himself for
many years. During the 1970s, Merna and Jerry also bought and operated a commercial
building including a street level dress store located at 1916 Queen St East in downtown
Toronto. They named the store Elysa K Fashions in honour of their daughter and youngest
child (Fig 64).

Fig 64a: Elysa K Fashions, 1916 Queen St E
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Jerry’s Story

Ironically, the dress store was located in ‘“The Beaches’, an iconic part of east Toronto in
which Jews had been threatened and barred from using the beaches during the 1920s and
1930s®. However, there had been many Jewish shop-owners along Queen St since that time

z ‘?Méamd
g@éd DRESSES - COATS - SUITS - GOWNS

1916 Queen Street East - Toronto, Ontarioc M4L 1HS - Telephone: 691-2026
(Just East of Woodbine)

PHONE 681-9026

Elyza y{ ashions

DRESSES - COATS - SUITS - GOWNS
BUDGET TERMS ARRANGED

B 1816 QUEEN STREET EAST
(JUST EAST OF WOODBINE)
JERRY KAPELUS TORONTO, ONT. M4L 1HS

Fig 64b: Letterhead and business card for Elysa K Fashions

and a small synagogue on Kenilworth Ave (very near the site of Elysa K Fashions) had been

built to support their religious needs. Thankfully, by the time Jerry purchased this property,
society had evolved from those shameful days of blatant antisemitism in Toronto.

Around 1980, a friend Mort Corrin managed to convince Jerry to adapt his incredible ‘people

skills’ and business acumen to selling life insurance for London Life (Fig 65). Jerry quickly
learned the insurance business and was very successful in this new role, his first time as an

employee since his factory worker days in New York City.

Jerry Kapelus

Member of the Merit Corps

London Life Insurance Company|Suite 300|3200 Dufferin Street| Toronto Ontario M6A 273
Office 789-3868| Residence 221-9015

Jerry Kapelus
Member of the Marit Corps

+ fife insurance
* retirement plans

+ employee benafits
* disabibty insurance

Suite 308 BI3200 Dufferin Street
Toronto Ontario MGA 2T3
Office 789-4527|Residence 221-9015

Fig 65: Jerry’s letterhead and business card at London Life

35 https://www.blogto.com/city/2013/07/that_time_anti-semitism_blighted_toronto/
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In recognition of his excellent work in insurance sales, Jerry won a National Quality Award in
1982 (Fig 66). He enjoyed both the work and the new-found camaraderie with other
salespersons and the office staff. He particularly looked forward to the annual fishing
weekend with his colleagues (where Gary, as Jerry’s guest one year, noticed that no actual
fishing took place). Jerry and Merna socialized with some of his London Life co-workers and
he enjoyed playing golf with them after he retired in the early 1990s, using the new set of golf
clubs that he had received from them as a retirement gift (Fig 67).

In Recognition

of quality Ife underwriting service to the public es evidenced by an excellent record of maintalning in force and
extending the benefits of life insurance

JERRY KAPELUS

National Quality Award

IN WITNESS WHEREQF., the undersigned organizations have foined in presenting this certificate.

THE LIFE INSURANCE MARKETING THE CANADIAN LIFE AND HEALTH INSURANCE ASSOCIATION THE LIFE UNDERWRITERS ASSOCIATION
AND RESEARCH ASSCCIATION AND SENIOR MATKETING OFFICERS SICTION OF CANADA

é?! 71 ﬂ‘;# {] Lot~ Ly gdny
P DIREFI0R MARKETING SERVICES VICEPRESIDENT AND COMPTROLLER

Fig 67: Jerry’s retirement gift from his colleagues at London Life
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Jerry’s Story
A life well lived

There is so much living, loving and enjoyment to describe in the many decades of Jerry’s life
in Canada. A wonderful 67 years of marriage to Merna, until his death in 2021 at the age of
92. After tragically losing his parents and siblings, Jerry had started his own family and then
bought his first house barely ten years after his childhood liberation from the concentration
camps.

He celebrated the births, the milestones and the accomplishments of his three children (Fig
68).

Fig 68c: Third child, Elysa Ginette Renee,
born 1964

Fig 68b: Second child,
Fig 68a: First child, Gary Joel, ~ Stephen Martin, born in
born in 1955 1958

Fig 68d: Celebrating Gary’s Bar
Mitzvah, 1968

Fig 68e: Celebrating Stephen’s Bar Mitzvah, 1971
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Jerry’s Story

Fig 68f: Celebrating Gary and Carole’s wedding, Fig 68g: Celebrating Elysa and Nazz’s wedding,
1979 1990

When Aviva Michal Kapelus was born in 1981, Jerry was absolutely thrilled to become a
grandfather. He traveled with Merna and Elysa to Saskatoon to meet her. Aviva’s arrival also

signified the beginning of the next generation of the Kapelusz family, which was an important
personal milestone for Jerry.

Ultimately, Jerry was ‘Grandpa’ or "Zadie’ to five beloved grandchildren: Aviva (born in
1981), Daniel (born in 1983), Aaron (born in 1986), Frankie (born in 1992), and Alexandra
(born in 1995). Oh, how he loved to spend time with his grandkids and they in turn loved him!
(Fig 69).

Fig 69a: Jerry with Aviva Fig 69b: Jerry with Daniel
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met »& <8N

, , Fig 69f: Jerry with his five grandchildren
Fig 69e: Jerry and Alex

Of particular importance to Jerry was being able to join in the celebration of the Jewish
holidays and of his grandchildren’s Jewish ritual milestones (Fig 70).
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Fig 70: Jerry played an important role in the family’s celebration of Jewish holidays and rituals

A generation later, Jerry was particularly proud to welcome and to celebrate the births of his
great grandchildren, who carried forward the Kapelusz family’s genes into a new generation
and who brought him so much pride and joy: Jude Benny Rezmovitz, his first great grandchild
(born in 2012), Zoya Shireen Kapelus (born in 2015), Elle Febe Rezmovitz (born in 2015),
Zane Adam Kapelus (born in 2017), Oliver Albert Kapelus (born in 2020) and Zara Noureen
Kapelus (born in 2020). Oh, how he loved being with those great grandkids and they loved
him! (Fig 71).

Fig 71a: Jerry with Jude Rezmovitz Fig 71b: Jerry with Zoya Kapelus
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Fig 71c: Jerry and Merna with Elle Rezmovitz

Fig 71d: Jerry with Zane Kapelus

Sadly, because of the isolation restrictions of the COVID-19 pandemic and then his increasing
frailty starting in 2020, Jerry never had the opportunity to meet his two youngest great
grandchildren, Oliver and Zara.

WH A s

Fig 71e: Oliver Kapelus Fig 71f: Zara Kapelus

124



Jerry’s Story

He Gave ™Me wis
GRreAr NosE

Fig 71h: The great grandkids loved him! (on the occasion of Jerry’s 90™ birthday)
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Jerry’s Story

Jerry lived and enjoyed a rich and interesting life. He pursued lifelong learning through
continuing adult education. He attended a variety of classes over the years reflecting his broad
areas of interest ranging from Yiddish, French and public speaking to history, psychology and
current events. He enjoyed skating and cross-country skiing, alone and with the kids, and later
playing golf with his new friends. He was very proud of his self-sufficiency as an independent
businessman and his successful late career move to London Life.

Jerry enjoyed, with Merna, their many friends, leisurely walks in Unionville and visiting flea
markets. They had a very active social life and hosted many parties at home in Toronto and in
Florida (Fig 72).

Fig 72: Merna and Jerry hosted a LOT of parties
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Jerry looked forward to and enjoyed the many exciting cruises and international travel tours
they planned. He was always on the search for the local shul wherever they went (Fig 73).

127



Jerry’s Story

UN’ DESARROLLO Tumsrio

fF'@rM\\_JrUﬁ

Fig 73: Merna and Jerry travelled extensively
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In 2008, while they were on a winter vacation in Florida, Jerry surprised Merna by purchasing
a beautiful condo in Century Village, Boca Raton. He looked forward each Fall to driving
with Merna down US Interstate 75 to Florida and spending a warm winter at Century Village
with some of their closest friends. He did not miss the snow. Jerry spoke with great pride
about Century Village and the wide range of activities in which he participated at the club
house. Oh, how he loved that place! (Fig 74).

Fig 74: Enjoying their winter home in Boca Raton, Florida

129



Jerry’s Story

Given Jerry’s unique childhood experiences, we want to focus the remainder of this book on a
few important connections to his Jewish roots and to his Holocaust past.

Looking back, Jerry said that he experienced and observed antisemitism when he arrived in
Canada in 1950. However, he felt it didn’t affect his ability to make a living as he was self-
employed for most of his career. As well, many of those working in the Toronto ‘shmatte
business’ and the clothing wholesalers on Spadina Avenue in those early years were Jews.

Jerry considered himself very independent and was always proud that he hadn’t needed to rely
on anyone as he succeeded in life and raised a family. He stated in an interview that he had
little to do with the organized Jewish community, that he didn’t believe in god and, and that,
despite his religious upbringing, he had no faith, given the atrocities he had witnessed. Despite
this, Jerry said he always felt very Jewish and it was important to him that his kids should
have a Jewish upbringing.

In his younger years in Toronto, Jerry was a member of the Farband Labour Zionist
Organization and the Beth Am Synagogue on Keele Street, where we celebrated both Gary’s
and Stephen’s bar mitzvahs. He attended annual High Holiday services throughout his life.
We remember with a smile how every year on the High Holidays, Jerry would check out of
shul early in order to ‘visit a sick friend’. As the sole provider for the family and with no
backup, he must have felt a heavy obligation and responsibility to support us, even on the
High Holidays!
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Remembering and honouring those who died in the Holocaust

We accompanied Jerry for many years to the Yad Vashem Yom Hashoah V'Hagvurah
community Holocaust commemoration. This annual event was held at the Holocaust memorial
site at Earl Bales Park in Toronto. Each year, with great emotion and pride, Jerry joined other
Yiddish-speaking Holocaust survivors in singing ‘Zog nit keyn mol’ (i.e. Never Say). This
song, also known as the Hymn of the Partisans, is considered the anthem of Holocaust
survivors and is sung around the world at Holocaust memorial services.

Following his own death in 2021, Jerry’s memory was honoured at this same ceremony on
April 27, 2022 (Fig 75).

Tribute to Jerry Yom HaShoah Apr 27 2022

https://voutu.be/kaiYD4LDchU

https://youtu.be/kajYD4LDchU

Fig 75: Listen to the Yom HaShoah memorial tribute to Jerry on April 27, 2022

Other than his own memories, Jerry had little factual information about what became of his
parents and siblings. Regardless, he ensured that their names and memories were permanently
enshrined wherever it was possible.

In 1977, Jerry registered the names of his immediate family, with the limited information he
had, in the Hall of Names at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem (Fig 76). We have since updated that
submission with new information gathered in creating this book.

% https://yiddishsongs.org/zog-nit-keyn-mol/
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Fig 76: The Kapelusz family names added to the Pages of Testimony at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem
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Backgrounder

“Hall of Names: No cemeteries, no headstones, no traces were left to mark the loss
of the six million Holocaust victims. The Hall of Names at Yad Vashem is the
Jewish People’s memorial to each Jew murdered in the Holocaust — a place where
they are commemorated for generations to come.

Yad Vashem, with the support of Jewish communities and organizations around the
world, is leading the historic mission to memorialize Jewish victims of the

Holocaust by collecting “Pages of Testimony" — special one-page forms designed
to restore the personal identity and brief life stories of the six million Jews
murdered by the Nazis and their accomplices. Submitted by survivors, remaining
family members or friends and acquaintances in commemoration of Jews who
perished in the Holocaust, Pages of Testimony document the names, biographical
details and, when available, photographs, of each individual victim. The first
800,000 names on Pages of Testimony were collected during the 1950's, with
ongoing global outreach efforts to identify the unnamed victims of the Shoah so
they will always be remembered”. Source: Yad Vashem?”

At the Canadian Society for Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial site at Earl Bales Park in
Toronto, Jerry ensured that the names of his immediate family were inscribed on the Wall of
Remembrance (Fig 77).

ZIPRA FEUERWERKER - ZWI ELIEZER FEUERWERKER
CHAYA RIFKA FEUERWERKER- MOSHE FEUERWERKER
FRAIDO FEUERWERKER KRETCHENIF, ROMANIA AZIK PERL KRETCHENIF, ROMANIA

MINDIA GANZ - NISAN GANZ - FRAIDO IDIS GANZ BERBEST, ROMANIA
GERSHON KAPELUSZ - ESTER KAPELUSZ - CHAYA KAPELUSZ

DAVID KAPELUSZ Lopz, PoLAND USHER HONIGMAN - GESIA HONIGMAN
RIFKA HONIGMAN - DVORA HONIGMAN MEZIRICH, POLAND

SHAUL ZAJDEMAN - HENDELA ZAJDEMAN - JACOB ZAJDEMAN

37 https://www.yadvashem.org/archive/hall-of-names.html
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Fig 77: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the Wall of Remembrance at Earl Bales Park
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When it opened in 1993, Jerry submitted the names of his immediate family for the records of
the US Holocaust Museum in Washington, DC (Appendix Two).

Jerry also memorialized his family at the Toronto Holocaust Centre (Fig 78), which later
became the reflective Memorial Space at the new Toronto Holocaust Museum.

Jos “ ey

Fig 78a: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the remembrance wall at the original Toronto Holocaust
Centre
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Fig 78b: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the remembrance wall at the new Toronto Holocaust Museum
We also gave Jerry’s father, mother, sister and brother a final and permanent resting place by

engraving all of their names on Jerry’s own memorial stone (Fig 79). The gravesite is located
in Pardes Chaim Cemetery in Richmond Hill, Section JJ, Row H, Plot #24.
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INDONI 121 12 APY?
A2 TIT1 70 Sw NN

JERRY
BORN YAAKOV KAPELUSZ

Fig 79: Jerry’s memorial stone inscription includes his immediate family, who were never properly buried. The
Hebrew inscription reads: “Yaakov, son of Gershon and Esther, brother of Chaya and David Leib ”
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Jerry’s love of Israel

Jerry was always a strong supporter of the State of Israel. He began purchasing Israel Bonds

and was honoured for doing this even as a young man with limited means (Fig 80).

Merna and Jerry first traveled to Israel in 1974 to visit Gary, who was living on a kibbutz
there at the time. They met Jerry’s uncle Shlomo Lewkowicz and cousins, reconnected with
several of Jerry’s Holocaust survivor friends who had emigrated to Palestine, toured the

July 13, 1965.

bt
ownaview, Ontario,

Dear Mr. Kapelus:

At the Victory Celebration which was held a few weeks ago we
amnounced the fact that a scroll was being presented to you
in recognition of your participation in the program to bring
economic independence to the State of Israel,

Unfortunately time did not permit for the presentation of these
scrolls personally to the 400 men and women who had earned them
during the 194 coampaign.

We know that you would like to keep this award as a permanent
menento of yowr wonderful co-operation with us to make last
year's Drive the best in our history.

I am therefore sending the scroll to you with our grateful
thenks for all your efforts, and in anticipation of your
continued interest in the 1965 campaign which is now getting
under way.

Sincerely yours,

BERT GODFREY,
General Campaign Chairman.

Fig 80: Recognition from State of Israel Bonds, 1965

country and had a wonderful time. At Yad Vashem, Jerry recorded the names and lit a candle

in memory of his immediate family (Fig 81). They visited Israel again in 1995 for a

Buchenwald survivor’s reunion.
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Fig 81: Jerry at Yad Vashem, Jerusalem

139



Jerry’s Story
SAR-EL

In the Fall of 1993, Jerry returned on his own to Israel as a volunteer with the SAR-EL
project, providing much-needed civilian assistance at an Israel Defence Force (IDF) base.
Wearing the iconic green IDF uniform, Jerry was finally able to realize his childhood dream
(Fig 82). Merna recalled how Jerry returned triumphantly from this mission with a sense of
pride and fulfillment. Jerry maintained a detailed written diary of this adventure, describing
the wonderful people he met, the work he completed, and the amazing sights he took in as he
toured with his new friends around Israel on his days off (Appendix Three).
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=AIRY
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TJO Jesoy Kaelus

In deep appreciation
for volunteer work,
in Jsrael

\ i
: Jop SAREL

Fig 82: Jerry as a SAR-EL volunteer in October/November,1993
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The Buchenwald Boys

Jerry shared with us that, as a result of the Holocaust, he was a more cautious person, couldn’t
stand seeing wasted food, and was always concerned about security. He had nightmares about
being chased by Germans in the early days but not so much later in his life.

Jerry noted in interviews that his closest friends in Toronto were not survivors, and that he
mostly avoided socializing with survivors in order to avoid reliving that life. However, Jerry
did maintain a lifelong connection to a network of survivor friends in Toronto, Montreal and
around the world. He traveled with Merna to Israel, Washington and Miami to attend
organized get-togethers with survivors from Buchenwald and OSE every few years and he
greatly enjoyed reminiscing with his old friends (Fig 83). This amazing group of men also
became the subjects of a 2002 documentary film, The Boys of Buchenwald, by Paperny
Films®,

38 https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1483854/
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Jerry with best friend Szaja Chaskiel at reunion in Israel, 1995
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THE CANADIAN JEWISH NEWS

May 18, 1995

[ Yom Hashoah S

Buchenwald survivors gather
to commemorate liberation

By CYNTHIA GASNER
Special to The CIN

TORONTO — Hugging and kiss-
ing, eyes overflowing with tears of
joy and sadness, some 500 men and
women gathered last month in Tel
Aviv to commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of their liberation from
Buchenwald.

They were the Children of
Buchenwald. the few who marched
out of the gates of Buchenwald
concentration camp after being
liberated by the Americans.

Jerry Kapelus of Toronto, Eddy
Baller of Montreal, and Robbie
Wiseman of Vancouver were re-
united with those who, as orphans,
had become their family members
half a century ago.

Kapelus was 10 when the war
broke out. He, his sister, brother
and parents were put into the Lodz
Ghetto where he was sent to work
in a leather factory. When the ghet-
to was liquidated in 1944, the
35,000 surviving Jews were sent to
Auschwitz.

At the selection point, he was
separated from his family, never to
see them again. He told The CJN
that although they could see the
smoking chimneys. the Germans
were so convincing in their lies that
the survivors did not believe the
rumors about what happened to
their fellow Jews.

In January 1945, Kapelus was
sent to Buchenwald. On April 11,
1945. he woke to find they had
been liberated.

Kapelus and 450 others went to

Three Canadians (from left) Eddy Balter of Montreal, Jerry

o

Kapelus of Toronto and Robbie Wiseman of Vancouver are seen in
Tel Aviv at the convention commemorating the liberation of the

Children of Buchenwald.

orphanages in France. Among
those at his orphanage were Elie
Weisel and the present Ashkenazi
Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Israel
Meir Lau, who spoke at the con-
vention.

The Tel Aviv reunion brought
together 200 survivors from the Di-
aspora with 300 who live in Israel.

Kapelus, who went to the re-
union with his wife Merna, said he
shared stories and memories with
those who were in Auschwitz and
those who had been sent to France.
“*There was a lot of talking.”" he
said, a recent phenomenon.

Kapelus, who has three children

KAPELUS JERRY
(CAN)

and four grandchildren, says “‘to
this day, I still don’t understand it
— it is a nightmare.”” Despite the
pain of remembering, Kapelus goes
to schools and speaks to the stu-
dents about the Holocaust.

At the Children of Buchenwald
gathering, Israeli and other com-
munity leaders participated in the
services and programs, including
former Israeli president Haim Her-
zog and Tel Aviv Mayor Roni
Milo.

““We hope to meet in 10 years
and have even made arrangements
for a reunion in 50 years,”’ Kape-
lus smiled.

7IONIDNA YT DWW SNDIV ©ID
A Convention of the
"Children of Buchenvald"”
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Group of 1995 Retmion

Back Row:1. Mark Korzuch (Arge
3. Henry Dymant (Paris) 4. Robbie man (Vancouver)
Second Row: 5. Jacque Finkelstein (Paris) 6. George Goldbloom (Mianti)
7. Willy Fogel (Paris) 8. Unidentified 9.Unidentified David Perlmutter.
Third Row: 11, Arie Rosemberg (NY), Jerry Kapelus (Toronto)
Joe Oziobak (Miami) 14. Simon Michalowicz (Australia) 15. Chaim Finkelstein.

na) 2. Unidentified

Le Vesinet

Miaml, FL =T MAY 1997

JERRY KAPELUS
KAPELUSZ

ECOUIS, LE VESINET

Fig 83: Attending gatherings of Holocaust survivors from Buchenwald and OSE
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In particular, Jerry enjoyed personally reconnecting with Rabbi Israel Meir Lau, at an event in
Toronto, later at a Buchenwald Boys reunion in Miami, and then again in Israel (Fig 84). Lau
(known as Lulek to his Buchenwald friends) was among the youngest children to survive the
Buchenwald concentration camp, emigrated with his brother and others to Palestine, and
ultimately rose to become the Chief Ashkenazi Rabbi of Israel. An amazing story and man.

ISRAZIL MEIR LAU IND VINBR YN
Chief Rabbi of Israel ONAWYY YONIN 37N
Presidns ¢ “The Cimst Rabbinical Cout TN NI I IV WD

T 1st Adar 3"own
February 9, 2003
R-6-03/gen

Jerry Kapelus

7811 Yonge St Apt #1010

Thomhill, Ontario | 3T 483

Canada

Dear Mr. Kapelus:

On behalf of the Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Israel Meir Lau I thank you for sharing

with him the treasured photos.

Deep emotions were expressed by the Chief Rabbi as he spend time looking at the
photos you send him.

May the memories of those who perished in the Holocaust stay with us forever , we
must never give up hope !

Smccrclly Yours,
o,

Mré. R¢Yud

Secretary

Fig 84: Jerry and Israel Meir (Lulek) Lau
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Talking about the Holocaust

Jerry maintained that he did his best to avoid telling Merna, his children, his friends, or
anyone else about his experiences before and during the Holocaust, at least until they started
asking. He had always said that he wanted to distance himself from it, to protect his family
from the story, “to allow my children to grow up normally”.

However, Jerry was angered and started to speak out and to tell parts of his story in the early
1980s “to educate the world because at the time, Ernst Zundel®® in Toronto and James
Keegstra®® in Alberta and others were teaching and publicly denying that the Holocaust had
occurred”. To fight back against the neo-Nazis, white supremacists and Holocaust deniers,
Jerry broke his silence knowing that “in a few years there wouldn’t be any survivors as
eyewitnesses left to tell the story and to ensure it would never happen again”, and therefore
he considered this his duty.

Jerry’s first speech in Saskatoon

Jerry’s first public testimonial was at a Holocaust Remembrance Day presentation in April
1982 at Congregation Agudas Israel in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan (where Gary and Carole
were living at the time). At Gary’s request, Jerry and his fellow Buchenwald survivor and
former Saskatoon Jewish community resident, Robbie (Romek) Waisman, came to Saskatoon
to tell their stories publicly, both for the first time (Fig 85). As they spoke, the room was
silent. Their personal stories and their messages of hope were simply riveting.

39 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/07/world/europe/ernst-zundel-canada-germany-holocaust-denial.html
40 https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/keegstra-case
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Fig 85a: Jerry and Robbie (Romek) Waisman speaking in Saskatoon, April 1982

[=] x5 [m]

[=]

Jerry in Saskatoon 1982

https://youtu.be/jkvHKeFv1UI

Fig 85b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s first Holocaust speech in Saskatoon, April 18, 1982
Jerry concluded his first public speech about the Holocaust with these solemn words:

“I think we’ve learned our lesson. We hope that it will never happen
again. We must be sure that it never happens again. We must fight
antisemitism and bigotry wherever and whenever it raises its ugly head.”
(Jerry)

Looking back, Jerry described this first speaking event as “terrifying, sad, brought back a lot
of bad memorvies but it had to be done”. Recounting, even briefly, their personal Holocaust
stories to strangers awakened something in both men. They went on to become public
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speakers, Robbie in VVancouver and Jerry in Toronto. Robbie later published his incredible
story as a memoir many years later in the book ‘Boy From Buchenwald’.*!

The following year, Jerry and Gary traveled to Washington, D.C. to participate in the First
American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and Their Descendants*?. Thousands of
survivors and their children gathered to celebrate their freedom, to reconnect and to continue
their search for missing relatives and old friends. Jerry met with many survivors whom he had
last seen in Paris almost forty years earlier (Fig 86). Also at that event, on April 3, 1983, then
American President Ronald Reagan announced plans for a new US Holocaust Museum to be
built adjacent to the National Mall in Washington, D.C.*3

41 Waisman, Robbie (2021) Boy From Buchenwald: The True Story of a Holocaust Survivor Bloomsbury: New
York, NY

42 https://iwww.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/american-gathering-of-jewish-holocaust-survivors

4 https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/speech/remarks-american-gathering-jewish-holocaust-survivors
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-

Fig 86: Attending the First American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and Their Descendants, April
1983, Washington, D.C.

With an acknowledgement that “no amount of money can make good the destruction of human
life and cultural values,” or “atone for the systematic annihilation of the Jewish people”*4,

4 Conference on Jewish material claims against Germany www.claimscon.org
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over the years, Jerry applied for, and in some cases received, small payments from various

Holocaust survivor reparation programs from the German government. Despite this, he always
described these reparation payments as “blood money”. In completing a 2013 application for
a new reparation payment program, Jerry wrote in his bio that “It is a very difficult and

painful for me to bring back all the memories from 68 years. I want to forget them” (Fig

87).

MICHELIS BANK A.G,
SANQUE MICHELIE S A,
MICHELIS BANK LTD.

ZURICH

TELCPHOK N2, 10241 25 A7 05

9 BOREE 22374
SRR T PR

Wir zenden Ihnen (n der Bailags folgends
‘ierte, ceren Empiang Sia uns durch Unter-
zcichnung und Rickgrhe dag sbanfalls bsi-
gelagten Formulzes hestitigen wellen,

ZORICH,

14.Februar 1958 1

BUABENSTAASSE 16

Masslaurs,

Nous avens Favantage da vous adresser, el
inclus, Ins plécas sulvantes et nous vous prions
da nonz an accuser réorptian en nous refoun
nant, dimant slgnd, Ia néeplssé ol joint:

Dcar Sirs,

We have plaasure In remitting you enclosed
tha fallowing items of which please acknow
l=dge rezelp: by signing and rrtuening the
attachad foem.

npser Check Nr

auftr, Apelbonm f

Hoghachtungsvoll/ Vos déoudsd Yaurs Faithfully

mcusuéngu A.6. )
i - o |
/ I e A A e

K//Z/z/oy
e

POSPRACH 521
ZUNICH 22

Ay v N

Fig 87a: Jerry’s initial Holocaust reparation payment received from the German government in 1958
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Fig 87b: A rough draft of Jerry’s handwritten bio for a 2013 application for German reparation payments
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Jerry as a public speaker

Following his first public presentation in Saskatoon, Jerry went on to volunteer for over two
decades as a ‘Holocaust Survivor Speaker’ working with the Toronto Holocaust Centre. He
presented his personal story to both large and small audiences, to elementary and high school
students and to adults. He spoke at schools, libraries and theatres throughout the Greater
Toronto area and at the Toronto Holocaust Centre.

To improve his own presentation skills, Jerry continued to seek out additional training in
public speaking (Fig 88).

®

LR PR RIS S SRR S R See eefefa X

arh'/%cate o/ men' t

The Royal Ontario Speakers Society does this day proclaim that the holder
of this certificate is a graduate of this Society, with HONOURS TERRIFIC.

Foremore he shall be entitled to speak First when in a group of persons and shall be listened to with
the utmost respect. A Group of Persons shall be interpreted as TWO or MORE persons. If through some
misfortune he arrives late and a speaker has already commenced, THEN he has licence to sit back and
criticize EITHER/OR

1. The Speaker’s logic of speech
2. His Method of delivery

This criticism may be made in loud enough stage whispers to allow the complete audience to overhear
it, and if necessary, also loud enough to confuse and befuddle the speaker.

LASTLY should the holder of the Certificate of Merit be seen by anyone taking abnormally deep breaths,
and/or be heard shouting “FIRE FIRE” and “RING THE ALARM BELL — MURDER — TREASON",
or be heard speaking in a small room with sufficient volume to move the pictures on the back walls, HE
shall not be deemed in any way abnormal, but merely one of the newest and most IMPORTANT additions
to the human race.
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SARAH AND CHAIM NEUBERGER
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION CENTRE

Speaker Development Initiative

this certificate is awarded to:
in recognition of

Jerry Kapelus
Completing the Introductory Workshop for Speaker Development
ﬂ'{/\a&.@;/g—-;*—“‘@‘
/ . September 2, 2010

Lorraine Sandler, Chair Date

Arts. Culture. Heritage.

POWERED BY

UJA FEDERATION

Fig 88: Jerry’s certificates of achievement in public speaking training spanned over 40 years

To support his in-person presentations, Jerry documented whatever facts and feelings he could
remember from his past and he prepared very thorough typed or handwritten background
notes (Appendix Four). However, Jerry always spoke to his audience directly, without
referring to his notes. He included photographs and other artifacts to supplement his story
(Appendix Five). Among these items were a photo of the blue Auschwitz tattoo on his left
forearm, photographs of the Buchenwald and other concentration camps, the actual strip of
material torn from his striped Buchenwald prisoner uniform showing his prisoner number, the
May Day commemorative badge which Jerry had torn from a German guard’s uniform, and a
replica yellow Star of David, similar to those forcibly worn by Jerry and all Jews in the
Holocaust ghettos of Europe.

Jerry participated for many years in the annual Toronto Holocaust Education Week survivor
speakers series and the annual Holocaust education event hosted by the Ontario Institute of
Studies in Education (OISE) (Fig 89).
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HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE COMMITTEE
TORONTO JEWISH CONGRESS

'REMEMBER 31|

ROBERT ENGEL
Committee Chairperson

NATHAN LEIPCIGER
Immediate Past Chairperson

FRANK BIALYSTOK
Education Committee Chairperson

LEORA TAUB
ALAN WEINBAUM
Education Week Chairpersons

DR. PAULA DRAPER
Documentation Project Chairperson

ELLY COTZ
Christian Outreach Chairperson

ANITA EKSTEIN
Holocaust Education and
Memorial Centre Chairperson

GERDA STEINITZ-FRIEBERG
Honorary Chairperson,
Holocaust Education and
Memorial Centre

MARCIE LEVITT
Memorial Tile Project Chairperson

GOLDIE RAAB
Public Relations Chairperson

Director

MARK M. FREEDMAN

November 30, 1988

Dear Friend:

For those of you who attented our volunteer
Hannukah evening, it was indeed a pleasure
seeing you, if you were unable to attend,
let me take this opportunity to wish you
and yours a very happy, healthy Hannukah.
It was a wonderful and happy evening, how
nice it was to be together on a simcha.

May I repeat some of the words of greetings
I made at the opening.

We received our mandate of Remembrance and
Education direct from the victims. I
remember the many who left for re-settlement;
with the message: "you stay strong and
survive and tell the story! they will never
believe it." I also heard from you and
others that the same was said to them in the
Death Camps.

All of you have committed yourselves to fulfill
this wish. I know how much of your heart goes
out everytime you speak to students, when

you interview survivors, when you open the
Centre to turn on the Documentary, when you
plan-events, when you search for material,
poetry or songs. There is very little we can
do to thank you but please accept the enclosed
Certificate on behalf of Toronto Jewish Congress
and our total Committee.

JC

4600 BATHURST STREET, WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO M2R 3V2 (416) 635-2883

Fig 89a: Letter of appreciation from the Toronto Jewish Congress, 1988

154



Jerry’s Story

Certificate
of Appreciation

PRESENTED TO . JERRY KAPELUS

IN RECOGNITION OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT

AS A SURVIVOR SPEAKER

NOYEMBER 9, 1988

% é// i i,

Ropert Engel, irman Herb Rosenfeld, President
HOLOCAUST REMEMB! [CE COMMITTEE TORONTO JEWISH CONGRESS

Fig 89b: Certificate of appreciation for Jerry’s participation as a survivor speaker, 1988

20th Annual Survivor Spezzker and “Not lo transmit an experience is to betray it”
. Bl - Elie Wiesel
Docents Education and Appreciation Day ie Wiese

Septemberl1, 2008 Presented to

]@7 ;
in appreciati of your
outstanding cfforts as a Survivor Speaker
at the Holocaust Centre of Toronto.

By imparting the lessons of
the Shoah to new generations,
you are ensuring a deeper understanding
of our responsibility for the future.

Judy Coben and Max Eisen Jennifer Ritter Lorraine Sandler
Co-Chairs Director Chair
Survivors’ Burean Holocaust Centre of Toronto Holocanst Centre of Toronto

UJA=XFEDERATION
Live generously

REMEMBER 12}

Fig 89c. Certificate of appreciation for Jerry’s participation as a survivor speaker, 2008
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In

Roz Lofsky
Chalr

Sudan

RENENBER 73T

Presented to

Senry Kapelus

In appreciation
of your outstanding participation
he

Holocaust Education Commitiee

26" Annual OISE Senior Student Seminar Day
on the Holocaust.

Your devoted on-going efforts
fo educate and inspire
touches the lives of a new generation
and offers hope for the future.

e
Lorraine Sandler

Chair
The Holocaust Centre of Toronto

L’}Eﬂ DERATION
=2 e seneromty

Aprt 2006

Fig 89d: Jerry presenting at the annual Holocaust education event at OISE, 1983-2006

Jerry was always very proud to be invited by his grand-daughters Aviva (at Thornlea
Secondary School) and later Alex (at Langstaff Secondary School) to speak at their high

schools (Fig 90).
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Fig 90: A thank you note to Jerry from students at Thornlea SS
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Jerry’s Story
Jerry speaks to students at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr Public School in 2002

In her role as a public-school teacher in Toronto, Elysa invited Jerry to speak to her older
elementary school students on several occasions. He was always warmly welcomed and his
personal story had a profound impact on these students (Fig 91).

Jerry speaking to Elysa’s class 2002

https://youtu.be/7b3212ZGTykg

Fig 91b: Listen to the audio recording of Jerry speaking to Elysa’s students at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS in
2002 (note: this audio recording is of poor quality)
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Jerry’s Story

149 Huntsmill Bivd,
Scarborough, ON.
M1W 2Y2

(416) 386-6575

Fax (416) 396-3317

School

Wednesday, April 2, 2003.

Dear Mr. Kapelus,

We just wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for coming to Sir Ernest
MacMillan School last week. The personal time you took to come to our school and tell your
story is much appreciated.

¥ Your story is not an easy one to tell and it is not an easy one to listen to.
“Nonetheless, it is an important story for our students to hear. If our society is to avoid these

atrocities, in the future we need to be constantly reminded of what happened in the past.

a0 /, this is not often even enough. However, we truly believe that it is necessary to

8 1o get the message of “Never Again” out there.

The students appeared to be intensely listening to what you had to tell them and |

ed at the sophistication and genuineness of their questions. Perhaps we should

your daughter for that. She is truly an incredible teacher who | am sure you take great

in calfing your own. | liked the way you told the story as it was, not worsening or

ing the facts. This honesty is crucial with adolescents and they can spot a phony a

ay. Your integrity shone through.

Again, Mr. Kapelus, we thank you for coming to MacMillan. Perhaps you will consider

- coming again next year.

Sincerely,

Mo ot _Elani Atmw

Diane Dei-Amoah and Elaine Alexander
Administrative Team
Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr. P.S.

Fig 91c: A thank you note to Jerry from the staff at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS April 2, 2003
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Jerry’s Story

Tuesday April 72003 Nana8A

Dear Mr.Kapelus,

When I was about 10 years old, my father felt | was mature enough to know about
a man named Hitler. “If Hitler was not defeated, you and I would not be here this very
day,” those were my fathers first words. Of course | was very confused with his opening
sentence, but then realized and understood what he meant at the end.

As I walked into the classroom and saw you in such perfect condition with a
handsome smile on your face, I felt my eyes start to water. I listened to you tell us how
your life turned from heaven to hell. How you were put into the Ghetto, and the worst of
all, how you spent your days living in a Concentration Camp. | wondered how you did it.
How you stood in front of the class and told us your horrible life experience as a
Holocaust survivor without shedding a tear, that touched me the most.

I encourage you to continue telling you personal life experience to other students,
because I believe your story can make a difference. The world has continued to follow
some ways of the past that aren’t helping us i now in the present. Many young adults
and children are starting to follow the foot steps of the past, but if strong men like you,
continue to tell your story to kids like us, you’ll make a difference for our future. I’'m sure
you’ll be happy you did when you’re watching down on us from heaven.

I will not only remember you as Mrs. Tarascio’s dad, or as a Holocaust survivor,
but also as a very heroic and vigorous man.

Sincerely,
Nana Adu-Gyamfi

Fig 91d: A thank you letter to Jerry from a student at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS April 7, 2003

Jerry particularly enjoyed speaking to students and answering their challenging questions. To
make it authentic and relevant for the audience, he always made a point of linking his own
story to whichever human rights tragedy was occurring in the world at that time, such as in
Darfur, Rwanda, and Yugoslavia. Jerry routinely ended his presentations by appealing to his
audience to speak out against bigotry and hatred.

On the following pages, we’ve included links so that you can watch and listen to recordings of
a number of Jerry’s public presentations (Fig 92).
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Jerry’s Story
Jerry speaks during Holocaust Education Week on November 4, 2003

Fig 92a: Jerry speaking to students at the North York Public Library for Holocaust Education Week on
November 4, 2003

Jerry Kapelus speech Holocaust Ed week Nov 4 2003

https://youtu.be/Jz5PcXJsOh4

Fig 92b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the North York Public
Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 4, 2003
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Jerry’s Story
Jerry speaks during Holocaust Education Week on November 2, 2006

Jerrv Holocaust Ed Week Nov 2 2006

https://youtu.be/TjuzOpmLT1Y

Fig 92c: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the North York Public
Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 2, 2006

Halocaust Education Week mov. 2ra - 71, 2008)

Newman Honours Holocaust Education Week

Lodz, Poland i
from their

o ta

http://www.tcdsb.org/cardinalnewman/News.html 14/03/2009

Fig 92d: Jerry presenting to students at Cardinal Newman Catholic School on Nov 3, 2008
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Jerry’s Story
Jerry speaks during Holocaust Education Week on November 1, 2009

Fig 92e: Jerry speaking to students at the Forest Hill Public Library for Holocaust Education Week on
November 1, 2009

VS
[=]

ey spesiing 2 Holocaust Educaon Week November 2, 2008

https://youtu.be/D4dkUoW5ZDI

Fig 92f: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the Forest Hill Public
Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 1, 2009

Despite all his efforts as a Holocaust Survivor Speaker over the years, Jerry sometimes
worried that “the kids didn’t believe it and it felt like a waste of time”. T0 put this concern
into context, Eli Wiesel, the Nobel Prize-winning philosopher, writer and another of the
Buchenwald and OSE boys, once observed*:

“Deep down, the witness knew then, as he does now, that his testimony
would not be received. After all, it deals with an event that sprang from the

45 Reynolds, Daniel P (2018) "Chapter 1. Listening to Auschwitz". Postcards from Auschwitz: Holocaust
Tourism and the Meaning of Remembrance, New York, NY: New York University Press, p58
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Jerry’s Story

darkest zone of man. Only those who experienced Auschwitz know what it
was. Others will never know”.

Despite his apprehensions, many of the students Jerry spoke to over the years had indeed
listened very carefully. They responded positively, honestly, even passionately, to his
presentations both in person and through their typed or handwritten letters of thanks, and
through their art and poetry written in response to his speeches (Fig 93). One student wrote to
him:

“You said that if you could just reach one person, that it would make you feel that
you told your story for the good. | just wanted to let you know that you did reach
me”.

Jerry’s commitment to telling the story of the Holocaust never diminished. “As a Holocaust
speaker, it has become easier to tell the story” he said in one interview.
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Fig 93a: Examples of thank you letters from students
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Jerry’s Story

Just Because I’'m a Jew

It’s dark,

Pouring rain,

I’m freezing and I’m hungry.

There is nothing left of me but bones and a layer of scaly skin
To withstand the bone chilling wind.

But no one cares,

Just because I'm a Jew

é I have had to bear a lot.
I was torn from my family,
¢ Rid of my rights,
g Rights as a human being,
5 Ones everyone should have.
{ ~ Itake a look at my boney arm, i
M The one I’ve had to work with so hard
> A number tattooed
i That proves I'm owned.
s That proves I'm a Jew
Q.
E “
i
Q

\

I have no choice but to listen to the soldiers.
Dressed in their uniform with the Nazi sign.
The sign that shows their power and superiority.
They have mean faces and no sense of guilt.

NN & S mi s

Dogs barking, children crying,
Dead people all around me,
Just because they were Jews.
X\ #

I keep telling myself

1t will be alright,

But no it won’t be.

. I have suffered enough
% But no one cares,

# Just because I'm a Jew

Deprived of a normal childhood,
One every kid should have.
1 thought I was stronger,

Thinking everything I could withstand.
_- But not this, this is beyond my imagination.
What did I do to deserve this? F
I know it’s because I'm just a Jew.
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et A )

A striped Uniform

A striped uniform is all it is,

To some people, but not them.

They were there, not as people,

They were numbers.

Only they can describe the suffering, the pain,
And the hope they tried to maintain.

Only they can describe the fear they had.

A striped uniform is all it is

To some people, but not them.

Only they know the sadness they felt,
And the hunger and the strife. .3
Only they know how it felt to live this ti

A striped uniform is all it is,
To some people....but......
NOT them and Not me!

| wonder.....
What dreams were destroyed?
What hearts were broken?

Or perhaps what bravery and courage Ilved wnth ¥
How many tears were shed ? C
How many lives were taken?

How much sorrow filled their hearts?
Oh, somebody please tell me.

A striped uniform is all it is,
To perhaps, far too many.
But not to those who were there.....
And certainly not to mel!
Dinah McKay 8B

Fig 93b: Examples of artwork and poetry from students inspired by Jerry’s speeches
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Jerry’s Story
Formal documentation and recognition

Jerry was formally interviewed twice about his childhood Holocaust experiences and later life.
He was first interviewed for the Holocaust Documentation Project of the Canadian Jewish
Congress on March 17, 1993 (Fig 94).

Later, Jerry was interviewed for the Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation project
of the University of Southern California (a project sponsored by the film director Steven
Spielberg) on October 5, 1995 (Fig 95). Both interviews were originally recorded on
videotape. We’ve included links so that you can watch or listen to the full interviews.

Jerry’s interview by Canadian Jewish Congress on March 17, 1993

\

[ |
A \J
R\

Fig 94a: Jerry’s interview by Canadian Jewish Congress on March 17, 1993

- il

Canadian Jewish Congress Interview Mar 17, 1993

https://youtu.be/fRFDGHT8zmk

Fig 94b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s interview by Canadian Jewish Congress on March
17,1993
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Jerry’s Story

Jerry’s interview by USC Shoah Foundation on October 5, 1995

Fig 95a: Thank you letter from the USC Shoah Foundation regarding Jerry’s interview on October 5, 1995




Jerry’s Story

Jerry's interview by USC Shoah Foundation on October 5, 1995

https://youtu.be/2d4APCOMIdc

Fig 95b: Listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s interview by USC Shoah Foundation on October 5, 1995
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Jerry’s Story

As a long-time volunteer Survivor Speaker, Jerry was honoured in perpetuity along with a

number of other speakers with a beautiful visual exhibit. The display is situated adjacent to the

old Holocaust Centre in the Lipa Green building at 4600 Bathurst Street in Toronto. For this
display, Jerry met with photographer Leib Kopman and chose a photo of himself holding a

picture of his mother while showing his Auschwitz tattoo (Fig 96).

The Holocaust Centre of Toronto and UJA Federation
are pleased to invite you to:

“We Who Survived...”

a photograph - trik ute o 'thése s'” rvxvor-speakers

Opening Receptlon

Thursday, September 19+ at 7 pm Jerry Kapelus

7811 Yonge St. #1010
The Holocaust Centre of Toronto Thornhill, Ont.L3T 4S3
4600 Bathurst Street, 4th Floor .
Lipa Green Building e
RSVP: Hanna Sch

(416) 635-2883 ext .
This exhibitionépening is part of the Oenii‘e’s Annual Volunteer Appreciation Evmt

Project Chairperson: Judy Cohen ¢ Curator: Carla Shapiro * Installation DeSIgn Elly Gotz
Installation Artist: David Abecassis ¢ Graphic Design: Nick Abecas&s .
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BUCHENWALD

The orphan children of Buchenwald leaving
the camp: April, 1945

N e

Children from Buchenwald arriving in
France: 1945

erry (top left) with his soccer team:
ey fop France, 1946

‘ |
e}
Child g Buch Id on way to

leavin|
= France, 1947

Jer

I was born in Lodz, Poland. The German army
invaded our country in September 1939, In 1940 the
Germans put all the Jews from Lodz into a Ghetto
surrounded by a barbed wire fence. We had little
food or medication and many people died from
starvation and sickness. Everyone had to work, even
at the age of 11. I was forced to work in a leather
factory under very difficult conditions.

In 1944 they liquidated the Ghetto and we were
crammed into cattle cars like animals, without food
or water. After 3 days we arrived at Auschwitz-
Birkenau which was a death camp. I was separated
from my family and never saw them again. Most
people went to the gas chambers, the rest became
slave laborers. I was sent as a slave to a farm called
Babice. In January 1945 I was forced to goona
death march which lasted for many days. Those
who could not walk were shot and their bodies left
on the road - there were many of these. We landed
in Buchenwald concentration camp in Germany,
where there were about 35,000 people of all nation-
alities, including Germans who had disagreed with
Hitler's policies.

On April 11, 1945, we were liberated by the
American army and we were free to go. However,
we had no homes or families to whom we could go
and nobody wanted children, like us, who might
never grow up to be normal adults. They were
sure we would become psychopaths and criminals.
After much negotiations, France took in 450,
England took 300 and Switzerland took 300 of us.

An orphanage in Paris called O.S.E. looked after
us and brought us back to a normal life. We have
proven all those people wrong who predicted we
would turn out to be criminals. We have become
good and productive citizens of each country we
settled in. From France I came to live in North
America where I reside to this day with my family.

I truly believe the Holocaust happened because
of religious intolerance, and millions of men,
women and children were killed simply because
they were Jews or Gypsies. This must never be
allowed to happen again to any group of people.

oy fe

& f—
erry (left) on vacation in
! Gren(tl)ble. France, 1946

Students in France: 1946

Jerry (right) aboard a
l‘rybcag to USA:
March, 1947

“Ih;»

Jerry's Prisoner number in
Buchenwald

A -

Jerry en route to USA: March, 1947

erry (left) with Israel Lau
resently Chief Ashkenazi
Rabbi of Ils;a;sl): France,

Fig 96. Jerry’s ‘Survivor Speaker’ display in the Lipa Green building, Toronto

#
ry Kapelus
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In 2023, the new Toronto Holocaust Museum, which replaced the original Holocaust Centre,
also honoured Jerry with a new photo and video exhibit (Fig 97).

JERRY KAPELUS
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Buchenwald Concentration Camp in Germany, whare there were about
35,000 people of all nationalities, incluing Germans who had disayreed with
Hitler's policies.

On Aprik 11, 1945, we were Uberated by the American army, However, we
had no homes o (amilies to whom we couid go, and ncbody wanted chidren
like us. Alter much negatiations, Franca took in 450, England took 300, snd
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Fig 97: A photo and video exhibit about Jerry in the new Toronto Holocaust Museum, 2023

Jerry was acknowledged in several publications. In their 2000 book, The Children of
Buchenwald by Judith Hemmendinger and Robert Krell*, the authors included a number of
photos of Jerry and wrote in the introduction:

“So, to George Goldbloom (ldel Goldblum), Jerry Kapelus (Jakob Kapelusz) and
Robbie Waisman (Romek Wajsman) and all the boys, our gratitude - you are an
inspiration to us all”.

Jerry was also quoted several times in the 2008 book, Fire Unextinguished by Aviva
Woznica.*” Notably, talking about the ‘wild boys’ who were liberated from Buchenwald in
one of his many presentations, Jerry was quoted as saying “Not one delinquent among the
thousand of us! We had become respected, law-abiding, contributing citizens, wherever we
went”.

On May 8, 2008, Jerry was among a group of Holocaust survivors who were honoured by the
Premier of Ontario in collaboration with the Canadian Society for Yad Vashem. Jerry’s

4 Hemmendinger, Judith and Krell, Robert (2000) The Children of Buchenwald, Jerusalem: Gefen
47 Woznica, Aviva (2008) Fire Unextinguished Bloomington: Xlibris
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immediate family joined him in the Ontario Legislature building at Queen’s Park in downtown
Toronto to celebrate this wonderful tribute (Fig 98).

In a follow-up letter to Jerry after the ceremony, then-Premier Dalton McGuinty wrote:

“I felt deeply moved and honoured to present you with a scroll recognizing your
personal triumph over adversity as a survivor of the Holocaust. Your story — one
of tremendous courage, great strength of character and determination — bears
telling and retelling so that its lesson of eternal vigilance against intolerance and
injustice is never lost”.

The Government of Ontario
in affiliation with the

Canadian Society for Yad Vashem

cordially invites you to attend a special ceremony
honouring Holocaust survivors for their enduring
and invaluable contributions to Ontario

May 5, 2008

Program will start at 11:00 a.m.
(a light brunch will be served )

Official ceremony will begin at 11:45 a.m.
Simcoe Room
Macdonald Block
Queen’s Park, Toronto
Certificates of recognition will be presented by

The Honourable Dalton McGuinty
Premier

Kindly RSVP before May 2
416-325-2250
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PHEMIER OF ONTARIO
PREMIER MINISTRE DE L'ONTARIO

In recognition and appreciation of

JERRY KAPELUS
HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR
May 5, 2008

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am honoured
to join Ontarians provincewide in paying solemn tribute to you for
your profound courage, strength and determination.

Few can fully comprehend the unspeakable suffering,
cruelty and inhumanity that you and your fellow Holocaust
survivors witnessed and endured.

Yours is a remarkable story, one that serves as a
compelling reminder of our obligation — as a society and as individuals —
to learn from the lessons of our history, to be vigilant against all forms of
hatred and intolerance, and to embrace inclusiveness and
diversity — in the laws of our land and in our hearts.

You are a role model, a hero, a true survivor.
Please accept my personal best wishes.
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The Premier Le Premier ministre »n
of Ontario de I'Ontario

Legislative Building Edifice de I'Assemblée législative \
Queen’s Park Queen’s Park amario
Toronto, Ontario Toronto {Ontario)

M7A 1A1 M7A 1A1

June 24, 2008

Mr. Jerry Kapelus
1010-7811 Yonge Street
Thornhill, Ontario

L3T 453

Dear Mr. Kapelus:

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank you for
being part of this year’s tribute to Holocaust survivors and to
victims of the Holocaust.

I felt deeply moved and honoured to present you with a scroll
recognizing your personal triumph over adversity as a survivor
of the Holocaust. Your story — one of tremendous courage,
great strength of character and determination — bears telling
and retelling so that its lesson of eternal vigilance against
intolerance and injustice is never lost.

I have enclosed photos and a DVD of the ceremony, which I
send to you with my renewed thanks for your participation.
Please accept my warm regards and personal best wishes.

Yaurs truly,

Enclosures
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Fig 98: Jerry honoured with other Holocaust survivors at Queens Park on May 8, 2008
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Final thoughts

Jerry died at home, surrounded by his family, on Nov 26, 2021 (Kislev 22, 5782) after a
lengthy illness. He was buried on November 28, 2021, at Pardes Chaim Cemetery in
Richmond Hill, Ontario. The graveside service was conducted in a snowstorm. A poem,
written by Elysa, was read aloud.

Some heroes don’t wear capes.
Some wear numbers tattooed on their arms instead.
Some wear the hidden scars of a tragic childhood.
Some heroes don’t fly over cities or run into burning buildings.

Some heroes light the fires that inspire you to do something great or
give you the wings so you can fly yourself.

Some heroes don’t fight criminals.

Some are gentle and quietly do everything they can to make the
world a better place.

Some heroes don’t show their courage through daring feats that
attract the world’s attention.

Some show their strength by protecting those they love from the evils
of the world and by giving them the gift of optimism.

Some heroes show kindness and compassion when bitterness and
anger would easily be understood.

Some heroes have eyes that smile and a heart that speaks wisdom
and arms that are built to protect.

Some heroes stand tall and proud with shoulders that their loved
ones can lean on no matter what.

Some heroes come into the world for a short time but leave their
mark forever.

We gathered again as a family on May 29, 2022, to unveil Jerry’s memorial stone and to
celebrate his most amazing life (Fig 99).
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KAPELUS

ANDNT 129 12 3PY?
M9 TN 70 Sw NN
JERRY
BORN YAAKOV KAPELUSZ

BELOVED HUSBAND, FATHER

GRANDFATHER A GREAT-GRANDFATHER
HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR

Fig 99: Jerry’s memorial stone, Pardes Chaim Cemetery, Richmond Hill, Ontario
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So, now you know a little bit more about your grandfather Jerry. From everything we’ve
learned, he enjoyed a normal and happy childhood until the start of the Second World War.
Jerry and his immediate and extended families suffered indescribable heartache and loss
during the Holocaust. He carried that history silently for many years, doing his best to block it
out and to protect us all from the trauma. Eventually, Jerry saw the need to speak out against
Holocaust deniers and purveyors of hatred. He spent most of the rest of his life enjoying his
family and trying to make the world a better place. He was a dedicated volunteer Holocaust
educator, and he was honoured for that work. Optimistic and positive by nature, Jerry went on
to lead a rich, fulfilling, successful and long life. He had many friends and admirers and a
loving family.

You, his grandchildren, were our collective gift to him. Despite the nefarious plan to eradicate
the Jewish people, Jerry found a way not just to survive, but to flourish and extend the family.
He was the patriarch of three children, five grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren (so
far!), a total of fourteen Kapelusz decedents. Each of you carries the Kapelusz genes and a
small bit of his family’s story.

On Jerry’s memorial stone we inscribed the phrase “a man of integrity and hope” because
these words best described him.

With love,
Gary, Stephen, Elysa and Merna
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Appendix One: List of Figures

Fig 1: Excerpt from a reference letter about Jerry, Paris, 1946

Fig 2: Estera (Lewkowicz) Kapelusz as a young girl (date unknown)

Fig 3: Estera (Lewkowicz) Kapelusz as a young woman (date unknown)

Fig 4: Helen Kapelusz. Photo taken in 1934 in Wisniowa Gora, Lodz

Fig 5: The Kapelusz apartment at 9 Podrzeczna Street

Fig 6a: Jakob Kapelusz listings in the Lodz school records

Fig 6b: David Kapelusz listings in the Lodz school records

Fig 7: Kapelusz family listing in the Lodz Ghetto (Am Bach St 9, Apartment 11)
Fig 8: Jerry’s submission page of testimony about Esther Kapelusz to Yad Vashem, 1977

Fig 9: Uncle Shlomo Lewkowicz in Palestine is mentioned by Jerry in an interview with the

US Army on May 8, 1945, prior to leaving Buchenwald concentration camp
Fig 10a: Uncle Shlomo Lewkowicz, wife and grandson Itzik in Holon, Israel
Fig 10b: Jerry’s first cousins Sarah and Chana Lewkowicz in Holon, Israel
Fig 11: Map of Poland showing neighbouring countries

Fig 12: Historical photo of boycott of a Jewish store in Germany

Fig 13: Jews wearing Star of David badges in the Lodz Ghetto (Getty Images)
Fig 14: The Lodz Ghetto

Fig 15: A few of the photographs of the Lodz Ghetto taken by Henryk Ross

Fig 16a: Historical records showing that the Kapelusz family lived at A41 Am Bach Str 9 in
the Lodz Ghetto

Fig 16b: Historical records showing that the Kapelusz family lived at A41 Am Bach Str 9 in
the Lodz Ghetto

Fig 17: A ghetto deportation announcement dated May 4, 1942
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Fig 18: A photo of Abram Lipski sent to Jerry in 1946 from Manchester, England. The Polish

inscription translated reads “For memory's sake from Abram to Jakob”
Fig 19a: The Auschwitz tattoo #B7619 on Jerry’s left arm.
Fig 19b: List of Auschwitz prisoners ordered by tattoo number

Fig 20a: A strip of material torn from Jerry’s uniform at Buchenwald showing his prisoner

number 119807

Fig 20b: Buchenwald Concentration Camp intake ledger showing Jerry’s tattoo and prisoner

numbers

Fig 21 The infamous Buchenwald ‘tattoo lampshade’

Fig 22 A May Day commemorative badge torn from a German guard’s uniform
Fig 23: Jewish children leaving Buchenwald Concentration Camp June 8, 1945
Fig 24: Jewish boys from Buchenwald heading by train to Paris

Fig 25: Jerry’s interview questionnaire as completed by a US soldier on May 8, 1945, prior to

leaving Buchenwald concentration camp

Fig 26: List of orphan children moved from Buchenwald to OSE in Equis, Paris on June 8,
1945

Fig 27a: The range of vocational training at OSE (from an OSE magazine, dated 1946)
Fig 27b: Jerry and colleagues studying dental technology in Paris, 1946

Fig 27c: The bronze mortar and pestle Jerry used in dental mechanics training

Fig 28: Jerry’s Federation Membership card dated 1945

Fig 29: Jerry’s OSE Membership card dated 1946

Fig 30: In his time at OSE, Jerry was very athletic

Fig 31: Jerry’s many friends at OSE

Fig 32: Jerry’s many adventures while living in France

Fig 33: Jerry’s first cousins Genek and Kiva Kapelusz

Fig 34a: First cousin Genek, with Miriam and Ruth Kapelus, German DP camp
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Fig 34b: First cousins Kiva Kapelusz, Genek and Miriam Kapelusz, Irene’s father Jacob
Anshelewitz, first cousin Irene (Kapelusz Anshelewitz Schwadron), and her husband Joe

Schwadron, Germany
Fig 35a: Memorial tile for Rachel Kapelusz Anshelewitz, Miami Beach Holocaust Memorial

Fig 35b: Memorial plaque for the Kapelus/Anshelevitz families dated Aug 28, 1944, installed

at Congregation Gates of Prayer synagogue in Metairie, Louisiana
Fig 36a: Fig 36a: OSE’s ‘Family Regrouping Service’
Fig 36b: Examples of advertisement of survivors in a New York Yiddish newspaper

Fig 37a: Letter of support from Abraham and Lillie Heyman for Jerry’s immigration to
America, 1945

Fig 37b: Affidavit of Support from Abraham and Lillie Heyman, 1945

Fig 37c: Affidavit of Support from Meyer Kuznik, 1945

Fig 38a: Jerry’s French Identity and Travel Card, issued December 12, 1946
Fig 38b Letter of attestation for Jerry from OSE teachers, dated Dec 23, 1946
Fig 38c: OSE letter of attestation on behalf of Jerry, dated February 24, 1947
Fig 38d: Jerry’s authorization to leave France, dated February 28, 1947

Fig 39a: Ship manifest for SS George Bancroft, March 1, 1947

Fig 39b: Jerry’s ship muster card for SS George Bancroft, March 1, 1947
Fig 39c: Jerry at Bordeaux and aboard the SS George Bancroft

Fig 40: Visa stamp upon arrival in New York, March 15, 1947

Fig 41: Declaration of intention, June 20, 1947

Fig 42: Excerpt from OSE newsletter including news about former ‘jeunes Buchenwaldiens’

after emigrating abroad
Fig 43a: Jerry’s US Social Security Number
Fig 43b: Jerry’s Alien Reception Receipt Card

Fig 43c: Jerry’s Selective Service System registration certificate
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Fig 44: Jerry and Nat Isenberg (in white tank top) in their NYC apartment

Fig 45a: Employer Identification Card — Rusam Neckware
Fig 45b: Jerry working at Van Heusen shirt factory in NY

Fig 46: Jerry’s Board of Education of the City of New York: Evening Elementary Education
Certificate, January 1948

Fig 47: Jerry’s New York City evening high school report cards, 1949-1950
Fig 48: Jerry loved living in NYC

Fig 49: Societe Culinaire Philanthropique Eighty-Second Annual Charity Ball, Hotel
Pennsylvania, NY, Jan 17, 1948

Fig 50: Generic US Selective Service System, Notice of induction, undated

Fig 51: Fellow Buchenwald Boy Joe Magier in his US Army uniform

Fig 52: Visa stamp showing Jerry’s first entry into Canada, October 25, 1950

Fig 53: Letter from Selective Service, December 4, 1950

Fig 54a: Letter from Selective Service, August 18, 1954

Fig 54b: Card from Selective Service, September 23, 1954

Fig 54c: Letter from Selective Service, November 10, 1954

Fig 55: Jerry’s letter to the US Selective Service, November 15, 1954

Fig 56: Final letter from the US Selective Service, December 17, 1954

Fig 57a: Harold, Fanny (Fay) and Merna Davidson in transit to Canada via New York, 1948
Fig 57b: Merna Davidson (centre of photo) arriving at the port of New York, 1948
Fig 58: Merna and Jerry dating

Fig 59a: Merna and Jerry’s wedding invitation

Fig 59b: Merna and Jerry’s marriage certificate and ketubah

Fig 59c: Merna and Jerry’s wedding pictures

Fig 59d: Merna and Jerry with her parents Fay and Harold Davidson
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Fig 59¢: Merna and Jerry’s wedding party

Fig 59f: Merna and Jerry’s honeymoon in the Laurentian Mountains, Quebec
Fig 60a: Jerry’s business, Atlas House Furnishings, was registered in Toronto on May 5, 1954

Fig 60b: Jerry and Atlas House Furnishings listed on Juliet Cres in 1956 Toronto phone
directory

Fig 60c: Jerry and Atlas House Furnishings listed on Rustic Road in 1957 Toronto phone

directory

Fig 60d: Jerry standing in front of the Davidson’s new house at 475 Rustic Road
Fig 61a: Jerry’s Certificate of Canadian citizenship July 11, 1956

Fig 61b: Merna’s Certificate of Canadian citizenship Feb 22, 1962

Fig 62a: Merna and Jerry’s first house at 55 Langholm Drive, Toronto
Fig 62b: Jerry listed on Langholm Drive in 1960 Toronto phone directory
Fig 63: Kapelus family home at 37 Colonnade Road

Fig 64a: Elysa K Fashions, 1916 Queen St E

Fig 64b: Letterhead and business card for Elysa K Fashions

Fig 65: Jerry’s letterhead and business card at London Life

Fig 66: Jerry’s National Quality Award at London Life 1982

Fig 67: Jerry’s retirement gift from his colleagues at London Life

Fig 68a: First child, Gary Joel, born in 1955

Fig 68b: Second child, Stephen Martin, born in 1958

Fig 68c: Third child, Elysa Ginette Renee, born in 1964

Fig 68d: Celebrating Gary’s Bar Mitzvah, 1968

Fig 68e: Celebrating Stephen’s Bar Mitzvah, 1971

Fig 68f: Celebrating Gary and Carole’s wedding, 1979

Fig 68g: Celebrating Elysa and Nazz’s wedding, 1990
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Fig 69a: Jerry with Aviva

Fig 69b: Jerry with Daniel

Fig 69c: Jerry with Aaron

Fig 69d: Jerry with Frankie

Fig 69e: Jerry and Alex

Fig 69f: Jerry with his five grandchildren

Fig 70: Jerry played an important role in the family’s celebration of Jewish holidays and

rituals

Fig 71a: Jerry with Jude Rezmovitz

Fig 71b: Jerry with Zoya Kapelus

Fig 71c: Jerry and Merna with Elle Rezmovitz

Fig 71d: Jerry with Zane Kapelus

Fig 71e: Oliver Kapelus

Fig 71f: Zara Kapelus

Fig 71g: Jerry with some of the girls

Fig 71h: The great grandkids loved him! (on the occasion of Jerry’s 90th birthday)
Fig 72: Merna and Jerry hosted a LOT of parties

Fig 73: Merna and Jerry travelled extensively

Fig 74: Enjoying their winter home in Boca Raton, Florida

Fig 75: Listen to the Yom HaShoah memorial tribute to Jerry on April 27, 2022

Fig 76: The Kapelusz family names added to the Pages of Testimony at Yad Vashem in

Jerusalem
Fig 77: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the Wall of Remembrance at Earl Bales Park

Fig 78a: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the remembrance wall at the original

Toronto Holocaust Centre
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Fig 78b: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the remembrance wall at the new Toronto

Holocaust Museum

Fig 79: Jerry’s memorial stone inscription includes his immediate family, who were never
properly buried. The Hebrew inscription reads: “Yaakov, son of Gershon and Esther, brother
of Chaya and David Leib”

Fig 80: Recognition from State of Israel Bonds, 1965

Fig 81: Jerry at Yad Vashem, Jerusalem

Fig 82: Jerry as a SAR-EL volunteer in October/November,1993

Fig 83: Attending gatherings of Holocaust survivors from Buchenwald and OSE
Fig 84: Jerry and Israel Meir (Lulek) Lau

Fig 85a: Jerry and Robbie (Romek) Waisman speaking in Saskatoon, April 1982

Fig 85b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s first Holocaust speech in
Saskatoon, April 18, 1982

Fig 86: Attending the First American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and Their
Descendants, April 1983, Washington, D.C.

Fig 87a: Jerry’s initial Holocaust reparation payment received from the German government

in 1958

Fig 87b: A rough draft of Jerry’s handwritten bio for a 2013 application for German reparation

payments

Fig 88: Jerry’s certificates of achievement in public speaking training spanned over 40 years
Fig 89a: Letter of appreciation from the Toronto Jewish Congress, 1988

Fig 89b: Certificate of appreciation for Jerry’s participation as a survivor speaker, 1988

Fig 89c: Certificate of appreciation for Jerry’s participation as a survivor speaker, 2008

Fig 89d: Jerry presenting at the annual Holocaust education event at OISE, 1983-2006

Fig 90: A thank you note to Jerry from students at Thornlea SS

Fig 91a Jerry speaking to Elysa’s students at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS in 2002
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Fig 91b: Listen to the audio recording of Jerry speaking to Elysa’s students at Sir Ernest
MacMillan Sr PS in 2002

Fig 91c: A thank you note to Jerry from staff at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS April 2, 2003

Fig 91d: A thank you letter to Jerry from a student at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS April 7,
2003

Fig 92a Jerry speaking to students at the North York Public Library for Holocaust Education
Week on November 4, 2003

Fig 92b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the
North York Public Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 4, 2003

Fig 92¢: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the
North York Public Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 2, 2006

Fig 92d: Jerry presenting to students at Cardinal Newman Catholic School on Nov 3, 2008

Fig 92e: Jerry speaking to students at the Forest Hill Public Library for Holocaust Education
Week on November 1, 2009

Fig 92f: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the
Forest Hill Public Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 1, 2009

Fig 93a: Examples of thank you letters from students
Fig 93b: Examples of artwork and poetry from students inspired by Jerry’s speeches
Fig 94a: Jerry’s interview by Canadian Jewish Congress on March 17, 1993

Fig 94b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s interview by Canadian Jewish
Congress on March 17, 1993

Fig 95a: Thank you letter from the USC Shoah Foundation regarding Jerry’s interview on
October 5, 1995

Fig 95b: Listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s interview by USC Shoah Foundation on
October 5, 1995

Fig 96: Jerry’s ‘Survivor Speaker’ display in the Lipa Green building, Toronto

Fig 97: A photo and video exhibit about Jerry in the new Toronto Holocaust Museum, 2023
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Fig 98: Jerry honoured at Queens Park on May 8, 2008

Fig 99: Jerry’s memorial stone, Pardes Chaim Cemetery, Richmond Hill, Ontario

Appendix One: List of figures

Appendix Two: Kapelusz family in the database of the US Holocaust Museum, Washington,
DC

Appendix Three: Jerry’s handwritten diary of his SAR-EL adventure
Appendix Four: Jerry’s testimonial rough notes

Appendix Five: Visual materials used to support Jerry’s in-person Holocaust presentations
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Appendix Two: Kapelusz family listings in the database of the US

Holocaust Museum, Washington, DC

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

Hor0Eaust

USEUM

Holocaust Survivors and Victims Database

Displaying 2 of 7

Jakob Efroim Kapelusz

Sex: Male

Age: 14

Date of Birth: 1926

Apartment Number: 1t

Address: Block No A 41, Am Bach 9

Residence: Lodz, Poland

Place of Incarceration: Litzmannstadt-Getto, LodZ, Poland

Primary Media: You can request a digitized copy of the original document by submitting the Document Request Form
Source

Title: Block No. A 41 Am-Bach Sir, No.9

Description: Registration book for a house, Includes apartment number, name, sex, date or year of birth, and age

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
100 Raoul Wallenbetg Place, SW
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Main telephone: 202.488.0400 l'ne/hsv/pers
: .ushmm.org/onli
I'TY; 202.488.0406 https://www.u

on_view.php?PersonId=83731 58
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United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

~HorBeaust

USEUM

Holocaust Survivors and Victims Database

Displaying 1 of 7

Jakob Efraim Kapelusz

Sex: Male

Date of Birth: 30 Mar 1920

Apartment Number: 11

Address: Am Bach 9

Residence: Ladz, Poland

Place of Incarceration: Litzmannstadt-Getto, Lod2, Poland

Curd Number: 075782

Primary Media: You can request a digitized copy of the original document by submitting the Dogument Request Form,
Source

Title: Am Bach Swe Nr. ¢

Description: Street listing showing: first and last name: gender; birth date; profession: previous address; card number: other

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
100 Ruoul Wallenberg Place, SW
Wasshington, DC 20024-2126

Main telephone; 202.488.0400

TTY: 202.488.0406

httpS'I/www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/person_view.php?PersonId=8356455
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United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
“HorcausT
ME

USEUM

Holocaust Survivors and Victims Database

Displaying 1 of 49

Herszel Kapelusz
Sex:

Date of Birth:

Apartment Number:

Address:

Residence:

Place of Incarceration:

Card Number:

Primary Media:

Source

Title:

Description:

Male

30 Feb 1839

11

Am Bach Y

Ladz, Poland
Litzmannstadt-Getto, Lodz, Poland
075747

You can request a digitized copy of the onginal document by submitting the Document Request Form,

Am Bach St Nr 9

Street listing showing: first and kst name: gender: birth date; profession; previous address; card number; other.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW
Washington, DC 20024-2126
Main telephone: 202.488.0400
ITY: 202.488.0406

https://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/person_view.php?Person|d=8356450
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Information about Esther Kapelusz

https://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/person_view.php?Personld=8356451

Search for Names

Search for Lists

Registry

What's New

HOME > REMEMBER SURVIVORS AND VICTIMS >

Register in the Survivor

Displaying 120 of 618

€ PREVIOUS

ESTERA KAPELUSZ

Sex:

Date of Birth:
Apartment Number:
Address:

Residence:

Place of Incarceration:

Card Number:

Primary Media:

SOURCE
Title:

Description:

THE HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS AND VICTIMS RESOURCE CENTER >

Holocaust Survivors and Victims Database

Tyt

e MUSEUM

SEARCH RESULTS NEXT =

Female

16 May 1892

11

Am Bach 9

Lédz, Poland

Litzmannstadt-Getto, £6dz, Poland
075748

You can request a digitized copy of the original document by

submitting the Document Request Form.

Am Bach Str. Nr. 9

Street listing showing: first and last name; gender; birth date;

profession; previous address; card number; other.

The address is consistent with Jakob and David; the birthdate would make her 37 years old

when Jakob was born
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United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

* HordcausT

T MUSEUM

Holocaust Survivors and Victims Database

Chaja Kapelusz

Sex: Female

Date of Birth: 15 Mar 1919

Apartment Number: 1

Address: Am Bach 9

Residence: Ladz, Poland

Place of Incarceration: Litzmannstadt-Getto, Lodz, Poland

Occupation: Handelsgehilte

Card Number: 075749

Date of Death: 19 Nov 1941

Primary Media: You can request a digitized copy of the original document by submitting the Document Request Form.
Source

Title: Am Bich Str. Nr. 9

Description: Steeet listing showing: first and last name: gender; birth date: profession: previous address; card number: other.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
100 Rzoul Wallenberg Place, SW

Washington, DC 20024-2126

Main telephone: 202.488.0400

TTY: 202.488.0406

https://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/person_view.php?personid=8356452
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https://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/person_view.php?PersonId=8356457

Search for Lists

Registry

What's New

HOME > REMEMBER SURVIVORS AND VICTIMS > THE HOLOCA

Holocaust Survivors and Victims Database

Search for Names

Register in the Survivor

Displaying 99 of 618

< PREVIOUS

SURVIVORS AND VICTIMS RESOURCE CENTER >

SEARCH RESULTS

DAWID LEJB KAPELUSZ

Sex:

Date of Birth:

Apartment Number:

Address:

Residence:

Place of Incarceration:

Card Number:

Primary Media:

SOURCE

Title:

Description:

Male

21 Jul 1930

11

Am Bach 9

16dz, Poland

Litzmannstadt-Getto, £6dz, Poland

075754

You can request a digitized copy of the original document by

submitting the Document Request Form.

Am Bach Str. Nr. 9

Street listing showing: first and last name; gender; birth date;

profession; previous address; card number; other.

UNI lﬂE
e

NEXT =

This document shows his middle name, which we knew; his birthdate, a little over a year
after Jakob (we know that Jakob’s brother was a bit younger); and where he lived in the Lodz

Ghetto (the address on Am Bach is consistent with the info written on Jakob’s actual

concentration camp registration card)
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Appendix Three: Jerry’s handwritten and typed testimonial notes
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JERRY KAPELUS

7811 YONGE ST #1010 THORNHILL ON.

[ was born in Lodz Poland into a large family.I was I0 years old in September 1939 when
the German Army invaded Poland,and within 2 weeks they occupied our country.
immediately
they started on their program what they called the FINAL SOLUTION,which ment
the distruction and killing all the Jews.First they made a law that all the Jewish
people in our city had to wear a yellow star,one in the front of coat and one on the
back..If someone was caught in the street not wearing the yellow star.he could be
arrested or shot,depending on the mood of the German at that time. Than they took
our rights away,we were not allowed to go to school Jewish professional people such
as doctors,lawyers,teachers,artist,were not allowed to work in their profession.Jewish
owned business was taken away from them,my father owned a menswear business for
which he worked so hard all his life,one day two Germans walk in into his place of
business and took the keys,and told him to leave and never come back or he will be
arrested,had he resisted,they would have shot him.We lost everything he ever worked
for.There was no one to help us.

Four month later the Germans created a ghetto,were all the Jewish people had to
live,it was the worst part of the city. They chased us out from our home and escorted
us to the Lodz ghetto. They gave us one room to live in for the 5 of us.We had no
running watter or toilet facilities in our room After all the Jewish people were settied
in the ghetto,they put a barbed wire fence arround the ghetto,and a soldier with a gun
every 100 meters to watch that no one leaves the ghetto.No one could get in or out of
the ghetto unless you had a special permit from the Germans.

In the ghetto,we had little food.a lot of people died from malnutricion. We had little
medication to help the sick people.l was put to work in a leather factory where I
made leather supplies for the German army,such as leather belts,amunition
pouches,saddles for horses and other leather goods.Thad to make my daily quota,or I
would be punished and my food ration for the day was taken away from me.My father
worked in a taylor factory where he made army uniforms for the German soldiers,my
sister worked in a mattrass factory,my mother and my little brother stayed home.
After four difficult years in the ghetto,most people were sent away and a lot of people
died in the ghetto.

One day the Germans informed us that we have to leave the ghetto.becase the
Russian army is coming close to us.and if they enter our city all of us will be
executed because they onsider us as collaborators because we worked for the
German army,and they want to save us and relocate us to an other place of
work,where we will be be well treated and looked after. Little did we know that the
other place will be Auchwitz.We believed them and willingly went to the trains.On
July 1944 on a very hot day we went to the trains to be relocated. The trains were
cattle cars,they packed us in the cars like kettle. We travelled on those traines,for 3
days and 3 nights without food and watter,wehad no toilet facilities,a lot of people
died on this voyage and the bodies were not removed. After 3 days and nights of
travelling,the trains stoped,and those who survived this trip had to get of the train and
form a single line and walk toward a German officer who waived as you approched
him to the left or to the right. Those people who were waived to the left their
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destination was the gas chamber and those people who were waived to the right their
destination was slave labour.l was waived to right. That was the last time I saw my
family,and never saw them again. After the selection we were taken to a bath
house.We had to strip naked,they shaved the hair of my head,they disenfected me and
had a shower.My own clothing was taken away,and they gave me the striped prison
uniform,which consisted of a pair of shoes,no socks,pants and no underwear.a

shirt jacket and hat,all in blue and white stipes.I was taken than to my sleeping
quarters,which was a long barrack with 3 tiers of bunks,4 to 6 people to a bunk.Every
morning we had a row call. We had to line up in front of the barrack,and they counted
all the people including the once who died in the middle of the night.If a peson was
missing we had to stand untill that person was found death or a live. After one week in
Birkenau Auchwitz A number was tatooed on my arm,and | was sent to work on a
farm.in a place called Babice.It was a very large farm,it was run by the German SS
group.We were 65 men on this farm,we had to do all the work. We lived on the farm
in a barrack fenced with barbed wire and armed soldiers waching us all the time.We
had row calls every morning and if someone was missing,we had to stand in front of
our barrack untill that person was found.On this farm we grew potatoes ,sugar
beets,all kind of vegetables,and fruits,we had cowes.horses,and dogs to look

after. Although we grew all kinds of food.yet we were not allowed to eat any of it. We
had to live on the measly food ration the provided for us.All the food we grew went
to the Germans. The work was hard. We worked from sunrize to sunset.six day a
week.On January 1945 a German officer came in to our barrack and tolds we have to
leave the farm because the Russian army is coming close to us.They did not have any
transportation for us therefore we have to walk.We walked for days and nights with
no food or drinks. This was called the death march,because most people died on this
march,people who could not walk because of weekness were shot. The road was
paved with death bodies.After a few days walking,and living of snow,this was the
only thing we had to eat,they found some open air cargo trains,and put some of us on
those trains and sent us of to a concentation camp called Buchenwald in

Germany. When | arrived in Buchenwald I was in very bad condition,my hand and my
feet were frozen solid ,my stomach was shronken. They gave soup to eat,but | could
not swallow anything I was taken to my sleeping quarters which was a large barrack
with 3 tiers of bunks,4 to 6 people to a bunk.Again every morning we had a row
call,and we had to line up in front of the barack as they counted the people.if
someone was missing we had to stand there in the bitter cold weather untilithat
person was found.

In Buchenwald I did not work very much, We were just waiting for something to
happen to us. We had no idea if they are going to kill us or send us to an other work
camp.

On the day of April 11-1945 it was very quite in the morning. They did not come in to
our barrack and screeming and yelling to get up and get out as they usualy did.every
day.I did not know what was happening.One person came in from an other barack
and told us to lay down on the floor,because there my be some shooting because the
Germans are leaving and we may be liberated soon. The American Army is coming in
soon,Ofcourse we did not believe in that story.Fortunately it was true. The American
Army came in in the afternoon on that day,and the camp Buchewald was liberated
with about 25000 people in it.
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There was a lot of celebration and joy. The Americans brought in a lot of good food
which we did not see for a long time.We had a great time. Among the survivors they
found 1000 children from age 8 to 18 we were called the children of Buchenwald and
even now we are still the children of Buchenwald. The prisoniers from other
nationalities had homes to go back tot .We the children of Buchenwald had no
place to go,Our homes were taken away and our families killed,and no country
wanted to take us in.After a lot of negotiation France took in 450 of us England took
in 300 and Switzerland took in 300.

Although this group,the children of Buchenwald live now all over the globe.After 56
years we still are in touch and meet every 5 years.in different parts of the world.

[ lived in Paris France for about 3 years after | went to live in New York USA for 3
years than moved to Canada where | have been living for 51 years.
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I was born in Lodz, Poland. The German army invaded our country in
September 1939. In 1940 the Germans put all the Jews from Lodz into a
Ghetto surrounded by a barbed wire fence. We had little food or medication,
many people died from starvation and sickness. Everyone had to work, at the
age of 11 [ was forced to work in a leather factory under very difficult
conditions. In 1944 they liquidated the Ghetto and we were crammed into
cattle cars like animals without food or water. After 3 days we arrived at
Birkenau-Auschwitz which was a death camp, [ was separated from my
family and never saw them again. Most people went to the gas chambers, the
rest became slave laborers, I was sent as a slave to a farm called Babice. In
January 1945 I was forced to go on a death march which lasted for many
days, those who could not walk were shot and their bodies left along the
road, there were many of these. We landed at Buchenwald concentration
camp in Germany where there were about 35,000 people of all nationalities
including Germans who had disagreed with Hitlers'policies. On April 11th.
1945 we were liberated by the American army and we were free to go.
However we had no homes or families to whom we could go and no one
wanted children who might never grow up to be normal adults, they were
sure we would become psychopaths and criminals. After much negotiation
France took 450 of us, England took 300 and Switzerland also took 300. An
orphanage in Paris called O.S.E looked after us and brought us back to a
normal life. We have proven wrong all those people who predicted we would
turn out to be criminals, for we have become good and productive citizens
of each country we settled in. From France I came to live in North America
where I reside to this day with my family.I truly believe the Holocaust
happened because of religious intolerance and millions of men, women and
children were killed simply because they were Jews or Gypsies. This must
never be allowed to happen again to any group of people.
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There are people out there who say that the Holocaust never happened. I
hope this visit to Auschwitz left you with an important impression for a
long time in your life. I hope you will tell your friends and relatives what
you saw in Auschwitz and realize how brutal and evil some people can be to
do harm to other people while good people stand by and do nothing to stop it.
The hate crimes that were committed in the death camp, Auschwitz, were
the result of years of discrimination, prejudice, and religious intolerance.

I was only 10 years old when the war started. My family and I spent 4
horrible years in a ghetto in Lodz, Poland. After 4 years, the Nazis
liguidated the ghetto and my family and I were sent to the death camp,
Auschwitz, where my entire family was killed: I fiad a younger brother,
David, an older sister, Helen, loving parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles,
and cousins. They were all murdered because they were Jewish. I am the only
survivor from my family.

In Auschwitz I was put to work on a farm as a slave labourer at the age
of 15. I worked from sunrise to sunset 6 days a week with little food.
Although we produced and grew a lot of food, we were not allowed to eat
any of this food. We had to live on starvation rations the Germans gave us.
In January, 1945,1 was sent on the infamous death march from Auschwitz.
We had no food or drinks for 4 days. We lived on snow. About 8§0% of the
people on that march died. All the people who could not walk in that march
were shot. I ended up in another death camp called Buchenwald. I was
liberated by the American army on April 11, 1945.

We must not allow such crimes to happen anywhere in this world ever
again.

My name is Jerry Kapelus. I live now in Thornhill, Ontario.
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I was born in Lodz, Poland. When the war broke out I was
ten years old., About three months after, the nazis marched into
Poland. They put all 300,000 Jews living in our city into a
ghetto.

The ghetto consisted of the old slum part of the city
fenced off with barbed wire and an armed guard every two hundred
feet. No one could go in or out. Every family, regardless of
size, was given one room only, to live in, In my family there
were five people. We lived in one room with no running water or
toilet facilities. The toilet was an outhouse in the back yard.
For water there was a well with 2 pump, also in the back yard.

We had no communication with the outside world, no radio, no
newspaper. To own a radio was an immediate death sentence. We
had very little food, no doctors or medications. If someone got
sick, he had two: choices-- either he got better or he died,

There were a lot of informers who reported everything to the
nazis. Some were our own people who sold their friends and family
for a piece of bread. There were a2lso a lot of informers who were
planted there by the Germans. Therefore we could not trginize or
talk against the nazis for fear of being reported and taken away
to be tortured or killed.

Everyone over the age of ten had to work in factories that
produced supplies for the Germans., Every few weeks there was a
roundup, They came in with trucks and grabbed everyone on the
street or in the apartment, put them on the trucks and too# them

away. We never saw these people again. They told .us that they were
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taken to work somewhere else. We knew better. Sometimes they

maede pebple they took write lesters to their families. The letters
said how well they were, that they had lots of food and clothing.
The letters were smuggled into the ghetto by the Germans. They
did this to fool the people and cut down on resistance so that
people would velanteer for the roundups.

After four years under these conditions, most people either
died or were taken away. There were only about 60,000 left, when
they decided to liquidate the ghetto.in the summer of 1944,

One day the head of the gestapo came to our factory,
assembled everyone and made a speech. I still remember he said,
"Friends," not their usual rhetoric, they always adressed us as
‘pigs', 'swines' or 'insects', This time he called us friends. He
said, "You have worked for us for four years. We are happy with
your performance. Therefore, we are going to relocate you to other
places with better working conditions and more food. The trains
are waiting for you. Please pack your belongings and come with us.”

A lot of people believed him and volmntarily went to the trains,
My father knew better. We hid for about two weeks until the nazis
with dogs found us and sent us to the new place which was Auschwitz,
This was the last time I saw my family.

What happened in Auschwitz you all know. You've read about it
and seen documentaries. No one can nearly imagine what really
happened. It's too incredible for a human mind to concééve the
horror of Auschwitz and other death camps. I was lucky in that I
was sent to a farm to work, We had to steal food from the cattle

since they were better fed than us.
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From there we were again relocated. In February, 1945 we
magched for three days and nights with no food or drinks. We lived
on snow. On that march 95% of the people died. After three days
they found us some open cargo trains. Those who survived were put
on those trains and shipped to Buchenwald.,

We were liberated in Buchenwald on April 11, 1945 by the
American army. The Germans had put bombs around the camp before
they left to blow up everyone in the camp. By mistake a message
was intercepted. They found out in time before the bombs exploded
and they were dismantled.

The question which is being asked and one about which you are
probably wondering is howwcan7§§§rm§1}iop of our people go to their

s death with no resistance. It is a good question and there is an
easy answer.,

There were many factors which contributed to there being no
resiggtance. One is that no resistance started way before the war,
For example, I lived in a city in Poland which had a population of
900,000, 30% of which was Jewish, yet you were not safe to walk the
streets for fear of being beaten by a Christian because you were
Jewish. We had no where to turn to for help because the police and
government were just as bad. Therefore either you fought back or
you ran. We chose the latter because we were always told that Jewish
boys didn't fight--this attitude led to no resistance.

Another factor that contributed to no resistance was that most
Polish Jews were deeply religious with a ghetto mentality. Every
misfortune that happened to us was considered God's will. God is

punishing. We must pay for our sins. If a Christian beat you and
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broke your leg, the saying was, 'Thank God for that, he could have
broken both your legs.' This attitude again led to no resistance.,
During the war the nazi propoganda machine was very effective.
They starved you. They beat you, humiliated you, disgraced you. They
reduced a human being to the stage of an imbecil, where there is no
resistance left, Your only wish was to die.
It is very hard for anyone to understand what really happened
unless you have lived through it, and even then you don't beligwe
it really happened.But we learned our led&son. We have to make sure
that it will never happen again. Never again! We must fight anti-

semitism and biggetry wherever and whenever it raises its ugly head.
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Appendix Four: Jerry’s diary from his volunteer stint at SAR-EL
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Appendix Five: The visual materials used to support Jerry’s in-
person Holocaust presentations

A view of a concentration camp
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An outside view of a concentration camp
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Wooden barracks. Birkenau kz; Oswiecim, Poland

Originally Polish cavalry stables intended for 52 hoses, eacli building

later held as mwany as 1,000 prisoners in three-tiered binls.

The barracks in Auschwitz
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The crematorium at Buchenwald
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The outside fence of a concentration camp
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A gas chamber in a concentration camp

245



Jerry’s Story

Pallet. Buchenwald kz; near Weimar, Germany

Windowless barracks lield as many as 1,500 prisoners in_four-tiered

wooden bunks. They slept four to a pallet on rotting straw, covered—if at all—

with thin blankets or rags

A straw sleeping bunk in Buchenwald
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USHMM Photo Archives Desig # 454.0937 W/S # 10055
CD #0111

This image is for reference purposes only!

Jews forced to leave the ghetto
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USHMM Photo Archives Desig # 454.0939 WIS # 67052
CD #0111

This image is for reference purposes only!

Jews forced on to cattle trains, unknowingly heading to concentration camps
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n

LAmMmP sHAVE MR 0F Humarn sk/y

A lampshade ordered to be made of human tattooed skin and other artifacts found by US
soldiers at Buchenwald
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HOME > SHOP > WORLD WAR Il & OTHER MILITARIA ) ORIGINAL GERMAN NAZI PARTY NSDAP 1535 MAY DAY BADGE. (MAI-TAG ABZEICHEN) CERTIFIED

ORr1GINAL GERMAN Nazr Party NSDAP 1939 MAY DAY BADGE. (Mar-Tac Aszercses) CERTIFIED

Orrervar GErMaN Nazr Parry NSDAP 1939 MAY DAY BADGE. (Mar-Tac Aszercues) Ceriteien 55

SOLD

Original German Nazi Party NSDAP 1939 MAY DAY BADGE. (Mai-tag Abzeichen) Certified. (Mai-tag Abzeichen) A 35mm diameter, cast alloy badge to whose
obverse face is the image of a young woman in a sheer dress dropping flowers from the bouquet cradled in her other arm. An eagle chutching 2 wreathed, mobile
swastika is behind her, with a scroll emanating from it and passing under her, which reads “Ostmark,” “Alt Reich” and "Sudetenland™ " L. Mai 1939" arches over the
eagle, and the designer’s initials may be seen beneath the second section of the scroll. The vertical pin-back device crimped to its reverse. Maker marked”. This
badge was the last of the Labor Day tinnies. lightly worn example; in overall good condition with some slight toning on the zink. We have several froma collection
and will pick the best one for you (the one you get will be as good or BETTER than the one pictured! Gettysburg Museum Certified (COA) provided. Rare 100%
Guaranteed to be authentic. Sold for historic purposes only. See our other items on our web site. Also note when browsing our web site there are several pages
of items, at the bottom of the list look for other page numbers. An Excellent scarce badge.

Availabllity: Out of stock

Category: World War Il & Other Militaria

Tags: Adolf Hitler, Authentic Nazi Flags for Sale, German Helmet, German war relics, Hitler, Infantry Assault Badge, Nazi flag, Nazi Flag For Sale, Nazi Germarny, Nazi Party, NSDAP, S5, Waffen 55, War Merit Cross, War Service Cross,

War Service Cross 2nd Class, WW2, WWII, WWI| Artifacts, WWI| German Artifacts for sale. WWII Relics
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DESCRIPTION

A ‘May Day’ badge, torn from the uniform of a German guard in Buchenwald
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Scrip, valued in Reichsmark, was distributed in Buchenwald concentration camp in Germany.
While held at the camp, inmates were compelled to work, and a special currency was issued
to incentivize work output, though the money had no real monetary value. Buchenwald
operated 134 subcamps and issued two different types of special currency. The canteen
scrip, seen above, was used in the main camp. Notes were issued in .50-, 1-, 2-, and 3-mark
denominations.

Source: https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn524865
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A replica of the yellow Star of David worn by all Jews in German-occupied countries
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Jakob Kapelusz and other young survivors of Buchenwald, free at last
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Jerry and his mother Esther, separated forever at Auschwitz
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A man of integrity and hope
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