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ר  ֵֽ ם לְד֥וֹר אַח  ֶ֖ ם וּבְנ יה  ם   לִבְנ יה ֶ֔ רוּ וּבְנ יכ  ֵּ֑ ֶ֣ם סַפ  יהָ  לִבְנ יכ  ֶ֖  עָל 

“Tell your children about it, and your children to their children, and their 

children to another generation”1 

 

Dear Aviva, Daniel, Aaron, Frankie and Alex 

This book is for you and for your descendants. This is the story of your beloved grandfather 

Jerry’s early life, most of which you have never heard about, and about his later 

accomplishments. 

You already know that Jerry was a child survivor of the Holocaust in the Second World War. 

He never said much to us about his childhood, about his teenage years and about his family in 

Poland. Jerry tried very hard to block it out and to live his life. In avoiding telling us about his 

past, Jerry wanted to protect us from the trauma that occurred to him, to his family and to 

millions of his fellow Jews in Europe in the 1930s and 1940s. We know now, from the 

emerging science of epigenetics, that such history is never fully blocked from future 

generations. 

While the tragedy of the Holocaust stayed with Jerry and informed his life in many ways, it 

did not completely define him. For 92 years, Jerry lived a rich and fulfilling life, with much 

celebration and love. 

In 1982, Jerry’s silence about the Holocaust ended. At Gary’s request, Jerry made a public 

speech at a Holocaust Commemoration event in Saskatoon. He spoke to a full room of 

strangers about his early years, before, during and after the Second World War. Then, in the 

years that followed, Jerry spoke out frequently and eloquently about his war-time experiences. 

He was also formally interviewed and honoured several times related to his Holocaust 

experiences. Nevertheless, much of the story of Jerry’s early life has been left untold.  

We promised Jerry that we would continue to tell his story. 

When he died on November 26, 2021, Jerry left behind a cache of war-time documents and 

treasured photos and personal artifacts from his past. Some of these things he had never 

shared with us. 

In this book, we have focussed particularly on those aspects of Jerry’s life that you didn’t 

know about. We pieced together as best we could the story of Jerry’s early life based on the 

little information he did share with us personally. In addition, we have gathered information 

and quoted directly from Jerry’s handwritten testimonials, his formal videotaped interviews, 

recordings of his numerous public presentations and speeches made after 1982, documents 

 
1 From the Tanakh - Nevi'im (Prophets) - Yoel (Joel) 1:3 

 

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/63255/jewish/Tanakh-The-Hebrew-Bible.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15747/jewish/Neviim-Prophets.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15759/jewish/Yoel-Joel.htm
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and artifacts found among his personal records, translations of the Polish inscriptions on his 

treasured post-war photos, and additional historical records about Jerry and his family that 

have never been seen by the family. All of these are included in this book.  

In addition, we have digitized old audio and video recordings of Jerry’s interviews and several 

of his many public presentations. We’ve included links so that you can actually see and hear 

Jerry telling his story. 

Finally, to provide you with a broader historical context for Jerry’s personal story, we have 

also included some additional background information about the Holocaust era, all drawn 

from credible sources. 

As we are instructed in the Tanakh, please pass this book on to your own children. 

 

September 19, 2024 
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The Early Years 

Jerry’s early childhood in Lodz, Poland 

Your grandfather, whom you knew as Jerry Kapelus, was born on May 30, 1929, to a Jewish 

family in Lodz, Poland (Fig 1). Jerry’s birth name was Jakob Efroim Kapelusz. His immediate 

family included his parents Gershon and Esther, and an older sister Helen (Chaya) and 

younger brother David Leib.  

Jerry often joked with us that he had a middle name ‘Fred’ but nobody else called him ‘Fred’ 

and there was never any evidence of a middle name on his official and legal documents. Jerry 

never spoke about having had a middle name at birth. One of the great family stories is how 

Jerry first revealed this mysterious middle name to your grandmother Merna one evening at a 

clairvoyant’s performance. We laughed about that story and never gave it much thought 

afterword. 

Then, a search of historical records from Poland conducted after Jerry died, sometimes 

identified him as Jakob Efraim or Efroim Kapelusz (Appendix Two). So, he was indeed born 

with a middle name and, we guess, ‘Fred’ was the anglicized version of his birth name. We 

wonder why he never told us that!  

For purposes of consistency, we will refer to your grandfather as ‘Jerry’ throughout this book.  

To us, Jerry only ever referred to his late parents as Gershon and Esther, their Hebrew names. 

These were the names he used wherever their names were engraved in memory, including the 

names we used on his own gravestone. Jerry never mentioned his parents’ everyday or given 

names. However, we uncovered these names within Jerry’s own documents and these names 

were confirmed through other historical records, in addition to his parents’ birthdates. This is 

what we learned about his family. 

 

Fig 1: Excerpt from a reference letter for Jerry, Paris, 1946 

Jerry’s father Gershon, whose given name was Herszel (or Hersz) Kapelusz, was born in 

February 1889 (Appendix Two). We don’t know where Herszel was born and we have no 

photos of him nor any of his family. Merna and Jerry’s first-born child, Gary, was named 

Gershon in memory of Jerry’s father. Herszel was a tailor and owned a men’s wear store in 

Lodz. 
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Jerry’s mother Esther’s given name was Estera. Her maiden name was Lewkowicz. Estera was 

born on May 16, 1892, in Staszów, Poland (Appendix Two). Merna and Jerry’s third-born 

child, Elysa, was named in memory of Esther.  

For many years, Jerry had just one photo of his mother, the date and origin unknown (Fig 2).  

 

    

Fig 2: Estera (Lewkowicz) Kapelusz as a young girl (date unknown) 
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While researching this book, we received from our relatives in Israel a photo of Esther as a 

young woman (Fig 3), an image that Jerry had never seen. The Hebrew label reads “Esther, 

achot shel abba” (Esther, sister of our father). As we will explain later, Esther’s brother 

Shlomo Lewkowicz, Jerry’s uncle, had emigrated from Poland to Holon, Palestine at some 

point before World War II. 

  

Fig 3: Estera (Lewkowicz) Kapelusz as a young woman (date unknown) 

 

Jerry’s older sister Helen, whose Hebrew name was Chaya, was born March 15, 1919, 

according to historical records (Appendix Two). This photo of Helen as a young woman (Fig 

4), sent by relatives in Israel and never before seen by Jerry, was taken in 1934 in Wisniowa 

Gora, Lodz.  The Hebrew reads ‘Bat shel Esther, achot shel abba’ (Daughter of Esther, sister 

of our father). 

 

Fig 4: Helen Kapelusz. Photo taken in 1934 in Wisniowa Gora, Lodz 
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Elysa and Nazz’s daughter, Alexandra Cara (Chaya), was named in memory of Helen. 

Jerry’s younger brother, David Leib (the same name in Hebrew), was born on July 21, 1930, 

according to historical records (Appendix Two). Gary and Carole’s son Daniel (whose 

Hebrew name is David), was named in memory of David Leib. 

Prior to the war, the Kapelusz family lived in an apartment at 9 Podrzeczna Street in Lodz 

(Fig 5).  

 

 

Fig 5: The Kapelusz apartment at 9 Podrzeczna Street 

 

This street address was noted on the school listings for both Jerry and David (Fig 6).  
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Fig 6a: Jakob Kapelusz listing in the Lodz school records 
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Fig 6b: David Kapelusz listing in the Lodz school records 
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Jerry’s father Herszel was a tailor, as were many of the Jews in Lodz. This city was an 

emerging textile centre in Poland. Herszel owned a men’s wear store, with a tailor shop at the 

back. His profession was confirmed in German historical documents from the Lodz Ghetto, in 

which he was identified as a schneider (tailor). Jerry’s mother Estera was identified as a 

hausfrau (housewife). His sister Chaya (Chaja) was described as a handelsgehilfe (clerk) 

while Jerry (Jakob Efraim) and David Leib were described as schuelerin (students) (Fig 7). 

 

Fig 7: Kapelusz family listing in the Lodz Ghetto (Am Bach St 9, Apartment 11) 
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Backgrounder 

“Lodz was the second largest city in Poland at that time, with a population of about 

665,000 of whom about 233,000 or 34% were Jews”. (Source: Yad Vashem)2 

----  

“Before the Holocaust, Jews were the largest minority in Poland. In Poland’s major 

cities, Jews and Poles spoke each other’s languages and interacted in markets and 

on the streets. Even the market towns, or shtetls, that have come to represent the 

lives of Jews in Eastern Europe were, to some extent, mixed communities. That did 

not mean that antisemitism did not impact the lives of Polish Jews, but Jews were 

part of Poland, and Polish culture was, in part, Jewish.  

Jews had been living in Poland since at least the Middle Ages. When Crusaders 

moved through Europe in the thirteenth century, Jewish refugees sought safety in 

Poland. The 1264 Statute of Kalisz created legal protections for Jews that were 

extended by King Kazimierz Wielki, or Casimir the Great, in the early fourteenth 

century. With these protections, Jewish communities in Poland began to thrive. 

Scholars suggest that by the sixteenth century, 80 percent of all Jews worldwide 

lived in Poland, where they enjoyed relative autonomy and tolerance and developed 

a rich social and cultural life, including several significant Jewish religious 

movements, such as the Hasidim (a sect of Judaism with an emphasis on mysticism 

and prayer) and a Jewish reformation movement called the Haskalah. 

The relatively peaceful existence of Polish Jewry was threatened toward the end of 

the eighteenth century when, in a series of diplomatic moves, Poland was 

partitioned between Russia, Prussia, and Austria. With Russia in control of vast 

areas of Poland, most Polish Jews found themselves living under Russian rule. 

Russia imposed geographic and professional restrictions on Jewish life, confining 

Jews to the Pale of Settlement (which was abolished legally in 1917, though this 

region continued to house the majority of European Jewry). In response, Jews 

fought alongside Polish fighters seeking independence during a series of uprisings 

throughout the nineteenth century. 

Except for a small minority of well-off Jewish merchants, bankers, and factory 

owners, the majority of the Jews were poor and became even more so under 

Russia’s control. They made a living as traders, as semi-skilled craftsmen in old 

and emerging industries (textiles, for example), and as shopkeepers. Few were 

farmers; many were destitute. For the most part, Jews lived in small towns known 

as shtetls. In tandem with cultural and intellectual changes, once the processes of 

industrialization and urbanization were under way, most Jews left the shtetl to live 

in larger urban centers such as Warsaw, Vilna, Krakow, and Lodz. By the 1920s, 

they made up between a quarter and half of the population in Poland’s larger cities 

(in some smaller towns, they made as much as 90 percent). 

 
2 https://www.yadvashem.org/articles/general/the-lodz-ghetto-historical-background.html 

http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Poland/Poland_from_1795_to_1939
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Those cities became the cultural, religious, and intellectual centers of world Jewry. 

There, Jews developed an extensive network of cultural and literary institutions and 

charities. Alongside competing religious trends, new political theories and 

ideologies gripped Polish Jews, including Zionism and socialism. These ideas and 

many others were discussed in thousands of newspapers, books, journals, and 

plays, written mostly in Yiddish. 

After World War I, Poland became a democratic independent state with significant 

minority populations, including Ukrainians, Jews, Belorussians, Lithuanians, and 

ethnic Germans. However, increasing Polish nationalism made Poland a hostile 

place for many Jews. A series of pogroms and discriminatory laws were signs of 

growing antisemitism, while fewer and fewer opportunities to emigrate were 

available. One the eve of World War II, three and a half million Jews, or about ten 

percent of the population, lived in Poland, giving it the highest percentage of Jews 

in any European country”. (Source: Facinghistory.org)3 

 

While Jerry told us few details about his childhood, in his Holocaust-related interviews and 

presentations given later in life, he described what he remembered as a very happy childhood 

and a normal family life in his early years. Jerry had a large extended family with many aunts, 

uncles, and cousins and the family got together regularly for Shabbat and holidays.  

Jerry recalled in one interview that his father had five brothers and two sisters but he did not 

recall their names. We know about two of his first cousins, Kiva and Genek (Gershon) 

Kapelusz, who were the sons of one of Herszel’s brothers. Jerry also remembered one uncle, 

Moshe, after whom Merna and Jerry’s second-born child, your uncle Stephen Martin (Shlomo 

Moshe), was named. We don’t know if Moshe was from Jerry’s father’s or mother’s side.  

We know very little about Estera’s family. According to Jerry’s 1977 submission of testimony 

to the Yad Vashem Martyrs and Heroes Remembrance Authority in Israel, Estera’s mother 

was Baila Lewkowicz (Fig 8).  

 
3 https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/jewish-life-poland-holocaust 
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Fig 8: Jerry’s submission page of testimony about Esther Kapelusz to Yad Vashem, 1977 
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We also learned from our cousins in Israel that Estera had at least one brother, Shlomo Salom 

Lewkowicz, who had left Poland and moved to Holon, Palestine at some point before the 

Second World War. Jerry knew of his Uncle Shlomo and had wanted to join him after the war 

(Fig 9).  

 

 

Fig 9: Uncle Shlomo Lewkowicz in Palestine is mentioned by Jerry in an exit interview with the US Army on May 

8, 1945, prior to leaving Buchenwald concentration camp 

 

In 1974, Jerry finally reconnected with his Uncle Shlomo, and Shlomo’s daughters Sarah and 

Chana and their respective families, on his first visit to Holon and Israel (Fig 10).    

 

 

Fig 10a: Uncle Shlomo Lewkowicz, wife and grandson Itzik in Holon, Israel (undated) 
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Fig 10b: Jerry’s first cousins Sarah and Chana Lewkowicz in Holon, Israel 

 

Jerry’s family spoke Yiddish and Polish at home in Lodz. As was the case for most Jews in 

Poland, they were fairly devout and observed most Jewish rituals such as keeping kosher. His 

father’s store was always closed and his mother did not cook on Shabbat. Jerry remembered 

how the family would always buy new clothes for Passover. 

Jerry’s father was active in the local Zionist movement, through the organization Yavneh Zion. 

Jerry himself belonged to a Zionist youth organization as a child (it was either Beitar or Poale 

Tzion, Jerry couldn’t quite remember), and he attended sports and Jewish cultural activities 

there. 

Jerry began school at the age of six. He remembered being given a big party to celebrate 

starting school, which was the tradition. He recalled being a good student and enjoying school.  

 

Backgrounder 

“In no other country were Jews, proportionally, such a huge minority as in Poland. 

Religiously, economically, and politically Jews varied a great deal. They were an 

urban and closed group which kept only economic contacts with the rest of the 

population. In the Polish state they had to struggle for equal rights. Antisemitism 

propagated by nationalists was very powerful. In the second half of the 1930s the 

Polish government adopted the nationalists’ slogans and tried to restrict the Jews’ 

economic activity.  

An expression for the modernization of the Jews was the emergence, in the end of 

the nineteenth century, of a Jewish intelligentsia. Political parties were established 

and represented both the Polish state and Jewish national movements. Polish Jews 

created a rich trilingual culture in Yiddish, Hebrew, and Polish. The second Polish 

republic can be considered a golden era for Jewish culture in Poland”. (Source: 

JSTOR digital library)4 

 
4 https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5703/shofar.29.3.4 
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Despite the relatively large population and proportion of Jews in Lodz at that time, Jerry 

remembered witnessing and experiencing the pain of Polish antisemitism throughout his early 

childhood, before, during and then after the war.  He recalled in interviews that the Jewish 

children he knew did not normally associate with the Gentile children even though they 

attended the same public schools. In one incident that Jerry witnessed, at about the age of six 

or seven, his teacher scolded another Jewish student for bringing a lunch containing an onion. 

The teacher, who was a Pole, called the child a ‘stinking Jew’ and told him to ‘go back to 

Palestine’. In response to such displays of antisemitism, Jerry’s parents ultimately removed 

him from that school and enrolled him and his brother in a private Jewish parochial school 

until the war broke out. Regardless, Jerry had to walk through a Gentile neighbourhood to get 

to school and he remembered being regularly harassed by Polish children and called a ‘dirty 

Jew’.  

Before the war, Jerry’s family rented a summer cottage. They were sometimes harassed by the 

local farmers and their kids and there was no-one to help them. Even as a child, Jerry 

remembered witnessing random beatings of Jews in Lodz, particularly before Passover or 

around Easter. He also recalled being cautioned by his father that it was better to run than to 

fight as Jews would get no support, especially from the Polish police. 

Even as a child, Jerry had also been aware of troubles for Jews in neighbouring Germany (Fig 

11). He remembered that before the war Polish-born German Jews began arriving and that 

German-born Jews were resettled in Poland as well. These people told stories about the 

atrocities of the new Nazi regime, even before the start of the Second World War.  

 

 

Fig 11: Map of Poland showing neighbouring countries 
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Jerry recalled that even before the war, Poles increasingly refused to do business with Jews 

and signs were often placed outside Jewish-owned stores warning customers that the stores 

were owned by Jews and not to enter (Fig 12). He recalled Poles standing outside his father’s 

store trying to discourage people from shopping there and that his father had to hire a Jewish 

‘security guard’.  

 

Fig 12: Historical photo of boycott of a Jewish store in Germany 

Jerry’s family did have one opportunity to leave Poland before the war. One of his father’s 

employees, who had already emigrated to the USA two years before the war, had pleaded with 

him to come to America. However, the family was settled in Poland and his father didn’t want 

to upset the family and move to a strange land.  
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The Holocaust Years 

Poland invaded by Germany, September 1, 1939 

Backgrounder 

“On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland. To justify the action, Nazi propagandists 

accused Poland of persecuting ethnic Germans living in Poland. They also falsely claimed 

that Poland was planning, with its allies Great Britain and France, to encircle and 

dismember Germany. The SS, in collusion with the German military, staged a phony attack 

on a German radio station. The Germans falsely accused the Poles of this attack. Hitler then 

used the action to launch a “retaliatory” campaign against Poland.  

Germany launched the unprovoked attack at dawn on September 1, 1939, with an advance 

force consisting of more than 2,000 tanks supported by nearly 900 bombers and over 400 

fighter planes. In all, Germany deployed 60 divisions and nearly 1.5 million men in the 

invasion. From East Prussia and Germany in the north, and Silesia and Slovakia in the 

south, German units quickly broke through Polish defenses along the border and advanced 

on Warsaw in a massive encirclement attack.  

Poland mobilized late, and political considerations forced its army into a disadvantageous 

deployment. The Polish army also lacked modern arms and equipment, had few armored 

and motorized units, and could deploy little more than 300 planes, most of which the 

Luftwaffe destroyed in the first few days of the invasion. Despite fighting tenaciously and 

inflicting serious casualties on the Germans, the Polish army was defeated within weeks. 

The world adopted a new term to describe Germany’s successful war tactic: Blitzkrieg, or 

“lightning war.” The tactic consisted of staging a surprise attack with massive, concentrated 

forces of fast-moving armored units supported by overwhelming air power”. (Source: 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)5 

 

Once the Germans invaded Poland, life got much worse for Jews. Oppressive new rules were 

imposed on Jews. Jewish children, Jerry and his brother included, were no longer allowed to 

go to school. Jewish professionals were fired, and Jewish adults were not allowed to work. 

Jerry’s father Herszel’s store was taken over by the Nazis and given to a Pole. Herszel was no 

longer allowed to enter the store, nor to work and he lost his means of earning a living to 

support the family. Jews were forced to wear a yellow Star of David patch at all times, 

identifying them as Jews (Fig 13). 

“I remember clearly, as a child when the war began, watching the German 

army marching into Lodz. The Germans immediately imposed new rules 

on the Jews of Lodz. Like all other Jews, I was forced to wear a yellow star 

on the front and back of my clothing featuring the word ‘Jude’ or Jew, 

which even at a young age, I knew was degrading”. (Jerry)  

 
5 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/invasion-of-poland-fall-1939 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/2014/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/5597/en
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Fig 13: Jews wearing Star of David badges in the Lodz Ghetto (Getty Images) 

Jerry recalled wondering, as a child, how the Germans always seemed to know where all the 

Jews lived in Lodz. The Germans, it turned out, had lists of Jewish names as well as help from 

the Poles in order to easily identify all the Jews. (see Fig 7).  
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The Lodz (Litzmannstadt) Ghetto  

Jerry was just 10 years old, in grade six and still living on Podrzeczna Street in early 1940 

when all Jews living in Lodz, about 160,000, were rounded up and forced to move into a 

ghetto created by the Nazis in the Lodz district of Marysin, which, Jerry recalled, “was the 

worst, stinkiest part of the city” (Fig 14).  

 

 

Fig 14: The Lodz Ghetto 
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Backgrounder 

“German troops occupied Lodz on September 8, 1939. This was one week 

after Germany invaded Poland on September 1. Lodz was annexed to Germany as 

part of the Warthegau.  The Germans renamed the city Litzmannstadt, after a 

German World War I general, Karl Litzmann. 

In early February 1940, the Germans established a ghetto in the northeastern 

section of Lodz. About 160,000 Lodz Jews were forced into a small area. 

The Germans isolated the ghetto from the rest of Lodz with barbed-wire 

fencing. German Order Policemen guarded the ghetto perimeter. Internal order in 

the ghetto was largely the responsibility of Jewish ghetto police. The ghetto area 

was divided into three parts by the intersection of two major roads. The intersection 

itself lay outside the ghetto. Bridges constructed over the two thoroughfares 

connected the three segments of the ghetto. Streetcars for the non-Jewish 

population of Lodz traversed the ghetto but were not permitted to stop within it”. 

(Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)6 

  

Backgrounder 

“The Lodz Ghetto, in the Polish city of Łódź, renamed Litzmannstadt by the 

Germans, was the second largest ghetto after Warsaw. More than 200,000 Jews 

lived there at some point after the ghetto was established in 1940. Only about 

10,000 of them survived the war. The Lodz Ghetto existed for more than four 

years, longer than any other ghetto. In August 1944 it was “liquidated” by the 

Germans. Liquidation meant destroying the Jewish self-administration, sending 

most of the people in the ghetto to Auschwitz-Birkenau to be killed and dispersing 

the others to labour units. In January 1945, when the Soviet army liberated the city, 

only about 800 Jews remained alive in Lodz.  

The Lodz Ghetto was unusual in the degree to which it was closed off from the 

world. Inmates worked inside the ghetto. Before the war, Lodz was known for its 

textile industry, and Jewish leaders in the ghetto built on that capacity in their 

strategy of “survival through work.” Workshops and factories were set up inside 

the ghetto to make uniforms, mattresses and other things that were useful for the 

war effort or profitable to certain powerful Germans. Without the regular 

movement of people in and out of the ghetto, it was almost impossible to smuggle 

food or weapons, to convey news, or to get people out of the ghetto. 

Another reason for the ghetto’s isolation was demographic. Lodz was located in the 

part of conquered Poland that was incorporated into Germany, and Nazi leaders 

planned to transform it into a German city. To that end, SS race and resettlement 

authorities expelled Jews and Poles and brought in ethnic Germans from other 

territories. As a result, even Jews who had lived in Lodz all their lives had few if 

 
6 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/lodz 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/2103/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/286/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/63301/en
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any reliable contacts outside the ghetto. In contrast to Warsaw, where thousands of 

Jews escaped from the ghetto to the “Aryan” side of the city, or Kovno, where 

many Jewish children were smuggled out of the ghetto into the care of non-Jews, in 

Lodz, very few Jews survived outside. 

The ghetto was established in a poor, industrial part of the city. There was no sewer 

system, minimal running water and heating, and terrible housing. In the crowded 

conditions, disease ran rampant and people struggled just to find a place to sleep. 

To make matters worse, the Germans crammed in 20,000 Jews from Germany, 

Czechoslovakia and Luxembourg, and 5,000 Roma rounded up in Austria”. 

(Source: Art Gallery of Ontario)7 

 

The harsh realities of the Lodz (Litzmannstadt) Ghetto are reflected through a collection of 

over 3,000 printed photographs and negatives, the valiant work of Polish-Jewish photographer 

Henryk Ross, which were miraculously preserved during the war (Fig 15). Viewing these 

stark images, which depict lives of pain, struggle and tragedy along with occasional moments 

of celebration and joy, helps to provide a visual context for Jerry’s personal story which 

follows.8,9 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
7 http://lodzghetto.ago.ca/dorisbergen?t:state:flow=6c889314-cbf4-4816-8886-f8af5971494e 
8 http://agolodzghetto.com/start?t:state:flow=68431716-f06e-467b-a9e4-bf14676582e6 
9 Sutnik, Maia-Mari (ed) (2007) Memory Unearthed: The Lodz Ghetto Photographs of Henryk Ross, New Haven: 

Yale University Press 
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Fig 15: A few of the photographs of the Lodz Ghetto taken by Henryk Ross  
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As with other Jewish families, Jerry’s family was allowed to bring to the ghetto only whatever 

they could carry. Families were assigned to small apartments and shared rooms. According to 

historical documents, Jerry’s family was forced into apartment #11 in the ghetto on Block No 

A41, Am Bach Str 9 (Fig 16).  

There was no running water or toilet in their apartment. Jerry’s family used an outhouse and 

an outside water pump.  

Interestingly, the same historical record also indicates that there were at least three other 

young people with last name Kapelusz registered as living in the same apartment (#11) with 

Jerry’s family: Nacha Kapelusz (born June 25, 1921), Gitla Kapelusz, (born February 5, 1926) 

and Symcha Israel Kapelusz (born October 7, 1928). There are no other records of these 

young people. Perhaps they were Jerry’s cousins who would have been forced to live in the 

same ghetto apartment. They were never mentioned to us by Jerry. 

Jerry also never spoke about how and where the rest of the extended Kapelusz and Lewkowicz 

families lived in the ghetto or what became of them. While the official ghetto lists showed 

many other people with the family names Kapelusz and Lewkowicz living in the ghetto, we 

will never know who among them were relatives of Jerry. 

There were only two other known survivors of our Kapelusz family, Jerry’s first cousins 

Genek and Kiva Kapelusz, who were brothers and with whom Jerry later connected in his 

search for survivors. 

Jerry remembered the ghetto as being “surrounded by barbed wire, and every 200-300 ft was 

an armed German guard so that no-one could get in or out”. There was no communication 

with the outside world, and they had no idea what was going on outside the ghetto. He 

remembered that owning a radio was illegal. Even listening to a radio was thought to be risky, 

potentially a death sentence, he recalled.  There was little food, no doctors nor medication. 

Even at a young age, Jerry was aware that Jews in the ghetto were dying of malnutrition and 

disease in the streets or in the factories.  
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Fig 16a: Historical record showing that the Kapelusz family lived at A41 Am Bach Str 9 in the Lodz Ghetto 
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Fig 16b: Historical record showing that the Kapelusz family lived at A41 Am Bach Str 9 in the Lodz Ghetto 

 

Backgrounder 

“Lodz was the center of the textile industry in prewar Poland. The Lodz ghetto thus 

became a major production center under the German occupation. As early as May 

1940, the Germans established factories in the ghetto and used Jewish residents for 

forced labor. By July 1942, there were 74 workshops within the ghetto. The major 

factories produced textiles, especially uniforms, for the German military”. (Source: 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)10 

“Everyone living in the ghetto was put to work as a slave labourer. As I 

was over 10 years of age, I was put to work, usually 14 hours a day, in a 

leather factory. I made belts, knapsacks, ammunition packs and horse 

harnesses for the German army in return for a bowl of soup and piece of 

bread. If you didn’t work hard, they took your ration away.  My father 

worked in a uniform factory and my sister worked in mattress factory. My 

mother and brother stayed in the apartment”. (Jerry) 

 
10 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/lodz 
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Jerry recalled a fellow slave labourer being caught by a Jewish factory supervisor and a 

German guard for stealing some leather to make himself shoes at home. The worker was hung 

at the factory and all labourers, including the children, were required to watch. This was 

meant as a warning to others not to steal. Regardless, Jerry recalled that the workers continued 

to steal whenever they could “as they felt there was nothing to lose”.  

Jerry was part of a small group of young Jews, including the daughter of one of the Jewish 

supervisors, who committed sabotage whenever they could by burning supplies and breaking 

needles to slow down production. Jerry was caught and beaten by the Jewish factory manager 

Zeligman, lost his soup ration and warned not to do it again or he would be reported to the 

Germans. However, he continued to participate in this act of defiance as he believed his life 

was no longer valued. He recalled that “Life wasn’t that precious. As you watched people 

die, you become insensitive to it after a while”.  

 

Backgrounder 

“Lodz had another distinction: the first killing centre for gassing Jews was located 

nearby. Chelmno, called Kulmhof by the Germans, began operations in December 

1941, and inmates of the Lodz Ghetto were its first victims. At Chelmno, killing 

was done in specially equipped gas vans rather than in fixed gas chambers. 

Over the course of 1942, Germans removed around 70,000 people from the Lodz 

Ghetto and murdered them at Chelmno. At the time (and since) the raids and 

transports are often referred to as “deportations,” but the term is misleading, 

because victims were not deported to some other jurisdiction, only brought by truck 

or train about 50 km to the killing site. The most intense killing actions came in 

September 1942, when the Germans demanded that 20,000 people be removed 

from the ghetto. Thousands of children, sick, and elderly Jews were rounded up 

from hospitals, nursing homes, and orphanages, torn from their families, dragged 

from hiding places, and sent to Chelmno. Afterward the ghetto became effectively a 

labour camp”. (Source: Art Gallery of Ontario)11 

 

‘Resettlement’ announcements (Fig 17) signed by the Jewish Council (Judenrat) Chair Chaim 

Rumkowski, were posted throughout the ghetto in 1942. The deportees were told that they 

would be "resettled" but could apply for an exemption.  Deportees from the ghetto were in fact 

taken by train directly to Chełmno and murdered upon arrival.12 

 

 

 

 
11 http://lodzghetto.ago.ca/dorisbergen?t:state:flow=6c889314-cbf4-4816-8886-f8af5971494e 
12 https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust/JG0194_img1.jpg 
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Fig 17: Example of a ghetto deportation announcement, signed by Chaim Rumkowski, indicating the planned 

expulsion of Jews from the Litzmannstadt ghetto on May 4, 1942. Each person subject to ‘relocation’ would be 

allowed to bring up to 12.5 kg of luggage.  

 

At night Jerry’s family did not leave their apartment, for fear of being picked up by the 

Germans.  Jerry was aware that Jewish cultural, educational, and religious activities were still 

going on within the ghetto but, to his recollection, his family did not participate in these. Still, 

somehow, life went on within the ghetto. 
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The last, the very last, 

So richly, brightly, dazzlingly yellow. 

Perhaps if the sun’s tears would sing 

against a white stone… 

Such, such a yellow 

Is carried lightly ‘way up high. 

It went away I’m sure because it wished 

to kiss the world goodbye. 

For seven weeks I’ve lived in here, 

Penned up inside this ghetto 

But I have found my people here. 

The dandelions call to me 

And the white chestnut candles in the court. 

Only I never saw another butterfly. 

That butterfly was the last one. 

Butterflies don’t live in here, 

In the ghetto. 

This poem was written in June 1942 by Pavel Friedmann, imprisoned at the Theresienstadt 

concentration camp. The poem was included in the book by Hana Volavkova13. 

 

In interviews, Jerry noted that there were also Jewish informers in the ghetto who kept the 

Germans aware of what was going on inside. As a result, those imprisoned in the ghetto were 

afraid to talk publicly or to organize for fear of being taken away by the Gestapo to be tortured 

or shot. 

Backgrounder 

“During World War II, the Germans established Jewish councils, usually 

called Judenraete. These Jewish municipal administrations were required to ensure 

that Nazi orders and regulations were implemented. Jewish council members also 

sought to provide basic community services for ghettoized Jewish populations. 

Forced to implement Nazi policy, the Jewish councils remain a controversial and 

delicate subject. Jewish council chairmen had to decide whether to comply or 

refuse to comply with German demands to, for example, list names of Jews for 

deportation.  

In Lodz, Mordechai Chaim Rumkowski, who tried in vain to persuade the Nazis to 

reduce the number of Jewish deportees, urged ghetto residents to report for 

deportation as ordered. Rumkowski also adopted a policy of "rescue through labor," 

 
13 Volavková, Hana (1978) I Never Saw Another Butterfly: Children's Drawings And Poems From Terezín 

Concentration Camp, 1942-1944 Second Edition. New York: Schocken Books 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/2152/en
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believing that if the Germans could exploit Jewish labor, deportation might be 

averted”. (Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)14 

 

“I remember the start of roundups carried out by the Gestapo with the 

help of the Judenrat. Thousands of Jews were taken away on trucks and 

never seen again. During these roundups, those who could not walk were 

brutally thrown out the window to the trucks.  

I remember, on several occasions, seeing the notorious Chaim 

Rumkowski, who as the Chair of the Judenrat who was in charge of 

distributing food, clothing, and the limited medical supplies. Rumkowski 

was considered by most Jews imprisoned in the ghetto to be a collaborator 

and traitor, as he handed over thousands of Jews as demanded each 

month by the Germans as they began to liquidate the ghetto. His rationale 

was that by giving up thousands of Jews, he was actually saving thousands 

of other Jewish lives. There was a rumor that Rumkowski was later 

identified and beaten to death in Auschwitz concentration camp by former 

prisoners of the Lodz ghetto”. (Jerry) 

 

Backgrounder 

“Between September 1942 and May 1944, there were no major deportations from 

Lodz. During this period, the ghetto resembled a forced-labor camp. 

In the spring of 1944, the Nazis decided to destroy the Lodz ghetto. By then, Lodz 

was the last remaining ghetto in German-occupied Poland, with a population of 

approximately 75,000 Jews in May 1944. In June and July 1944, the Germans 

resumed deportations from Lodz, and about 7,000 Jews were deported to Chelmno. 

The ghetto residents were told that they were being transferred to work camps in 

Germany. The Germans deported almost all of the surviving ghetto residents to 

the Auschwitz-Birkenau killing center in August 1944. A small group of 1,000–

1,500 Jews remained behind in the Lodz ghetto. They were responsible for sorting 

the possessions of the deported and cleaning up”. (Source: United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum)15 

 

Jerry recalled the roundups, and Jews being forcibly taken away. No-one knew at the time that 

the Jews being taken away were heading to the gas chambers. Those left behind were 

informed by the Germans that the Jews were being transported to work elsewhere. 

 
14 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/jewish-councils-judenraete 
15 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/lodz 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/3673/en
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Handwritten letters were smuggled back into the ghetto, supposedly written by those taken 

away, attesting to their ‘better living conditions working outside’. Looking back, Jerry 

asserted that these letters were fabricated by the Germans in order to minimize resistance, so 

that the Jews would be more willing to volunteer to be rounded up rather than be forced.  

Jerry’s small family was closed-knit, stayed together and helped each other until the very last 

minute. He was aware, however, that some Jewish families fought and stole food from each 

other in order to survive.  

Despite this, Jerry made some good friends in the ghetto, people whom he could trust. One of 

those was Abram Lipski, a boy who was orphaned in the ghetto, who was cared for by Jerry’s 

family, and for whom Jerry’s father made a coat to keep him warm. Lipski somehow made his 

way to safety in England. Among Jerry’s old photos, was one sent to him by Lipski from 

Manchester, England in 1946 (Fig 18). Jerry reconnected with Lipski and another Lodz ghetto 

friend, Manny Langer, many years later in Toronto.  

 

 

Fig 18: A photo of Abram Lipski sent to Jerry in 1946 from Manchester, England. The Polish inscription 

translated reads “For memory's sake from Abram to Jakob” 

Looking back, Jerry later recalled that witnessing, at such a young age, other Jews dying all 

around him in the ghetto, along with the mass starvation and degradation, had desensitized 

him to death, and he “had no feelings, I became like a zombie”. 

With conditions worsening, in the summer of 1944, after four years in the ghetto, and with the 

Russian army advancing, the Gestapo commander Hans Biebow16 came to Jerry’s factory and 

gave a memorable speech. He told the Jewish labourers that the enemy Russians were coming 

and that Jews working in the factories would be considered helpers of the Germans and would 

probably be killed by the Russians. Therefore, he explained, the ghetto needed to be 

 
16 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/hans-biebow 
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liquidated. After all their hard work, Biebow promised that the Germans would save the Jews 

by relocating them elsewhere by train. Jerry was fifteen years old at the time. 

Jerry’s father didn’t believe Biebow’s story and he tried to hide his family in the ghetto for 

another two weeks until the Germans and their dogs finally sniffed them out and forced them 

onto a cattle train. The family was allowed to take with them only a few clothes, but not much 

else.   
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Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp 

Over the next three days, Jerry’s family and thousands more Jews were transported south to 

the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, near the Poland/Slovakia border, in a cramped 

and filthy cattle car train.  

“It was August 1944 and very hot. There were no windows in the train, 

just small openings in the wood sides. There were no toilets and people 

relieved themselves wherever they stood. I saw many people die on that 

train. Each person was given a hunk of bread and salami as they got on 

the train and told ‘they were going to a better place’. Occasionally the 

train stopped and Polish farmers gave us some food” (Jerry). 

 

Backgrounder 

“At first, selections of mass Jewish transports took place sporadically. Only after 

July 4, 1942, did selection take place regularly. Almost all the mass transports of 

Jews to Auschwitz after that date were subject to selection. 

The third ramp was built from 1943 inside the Birkenau camp and went into 

operation in May 1944 in connection with the anticipated arrival of transports of 

Hungarian Jews. The railroad spur along this ramp ran as far as gas chambers and 

crematoria II and III. Aside from the 430 thousand Hungarian Jews, 67 thousand 

Jews from the Łódź ghetto and some of the transports from the ghetto in Terezin 

and from Slovakia were unloaded at this ramp. From this point on, mass selections 

of Jews took place inside the camp, before the eyes of thousands of prisoners. 

Transports of Poles from Warsaw during the Uprising there, sent to Auschwitz by 

way of the transit camp in Pruszków, were also unloaded here. 

All three ramps also served as embarkation points for prisoners transferred from 

Auschwitz to sub-camps and other concentration camps. 

The selection procedure carried out on the ramps was as follows: families were 

divided after leaving the train cars and all the people were lined up in two columns. 

The men and older boys were in one column, and the women and children of both 

sexes in the other. Next, the people were led to the camp doctors and other camp 

functionaries conducting selection. They judged the people standing before them on 

sight and, sometimes eliciting a brief declaration as to their age and occupation, 

decided whether they would live or die.  

Age was one of the principal criteria for selection. As a rule, all children below 16 

years of age (from 1944, below 14) and the elderly were sent to die. As a statistical 

average, about 20% of the people in transports were chosen for labor. They were 

led into the camp, registered as prisoners, and assigned the next numbers in the 

various series. Of the approximately 1.1 million Jews deported to Auschwitz, about 
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200 thousand were chosen in this way. The remainder, about 900 thousand people, 

were killed in the gas chambers”. (Source: Auschwitz Museum)17 

 

After a horrible few days crammed within the cattle car, Jerry’s family arrived at Auschwitz 

one morning, and upon leaving the train, they were immediately forced to line up, with 

women and children in one line, men and older boys in the other. 

“Waving his hand, a Nazi medical officer ordered us to enter a line either 

on the left, toward a big building labeled ‘Bath House’, (but which Jerry 

learned later was actually destined for the gas chamber) or on the right, 

which was to the actual bath house for slave labour.” (Jerry) 

Jerry and his father were lined up with the other men and older boys directed to the right for 

slave labour. Their heads were shaved, they were forced to shower, then disinfected and given 

striped uniforms. 

Jerry and his father remained together for several more days. By that point they were 

separated from the rest of the family, and Jerry never saw his mother, sister, and brother again. 

Jerry recalled the last words they shared together: “we’ll meet again back in Lodz”. There 

was a rumor that the war would soon be coming to an end and after working here, they would 

all return home. 

 

Background 

“Auschwitz inmates were employed on huge farms, including the experimental 

agricultural station at Rajsko. They were also forced to work in coal mines, in stone 

quarries, in fisheries, and especially in armaments industries such as the SS-owned 

German Equipment Works (established in 1941). Periodically, prisoners underwent 

selection. If the SS judged them too weak or sick to continue working, they were 

transported to Auschwitz-Birkenau and killed. 

Prisoners selected for forced labor were registered and tattooed with identification 

numbers on their left arms in Auschwitz I. They were then assigned to forced labor 

at the main camp or elsewhere in the complex, including the subcamps”. (Source: 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)18 

 

 

 

 
17 https://www.auschwitz.org/en/history/auschwitz-and-shoah/the-unloading-ramps-and-selections/ 
18 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/auschwitz 
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“My father and I were sent to the bathhouse shower, our hair was cut off, 

our bodies disinfected, and we were given prison clothes (shirt, pants, 

shoes, hat, no socks, no underwear) and sent to wait in the barracks. 

There were four to six men to each two-tiered bunk, lying on 

uncomfortable straw mattresses.” (Jerry) 

Typical of Auschwitz prisoners, Jerry received a tattoo number. His tattoo was on the inside of 

his left forearm. Jerry’s tattoo number was B-7619. This number became his only name for the 

remainder of the war (Fig 19a). The prisoner number was shown on numerous lists (Fig 19b). 

 

 

Fig 19a: The Auschwitz tattoo #B-7619 on the inside of Jerry’s left arm. 
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Fig 19b: List of Auschwitz prisoners ordered by tattoo number 
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Backgrounder 

“Its symbolic meaning was clear to everyone: this is an indelible mark, you will 

never leave here; this is the mark with which slaves are branded and cattle sent to 

slaughter, and that is what you have become. You no longer have a name; this is 

your new name”. (Source: Primo Levi)19 

“There were daily roll calls. Anyone who hadn’t died overnight was 

required to show up and be accounted for. Men were selected from there 

to work. My father was sent to work in a mine. I never saw him again”. 

(Jerry) 

 

The following undated poem was written for Jerry by one of the many hundreds of high 

school students who witnessed and were inspired by his Holocaust presentations in later years. 

This poem spoke to the horror of children being separated from their parents at Auschwitz, as 

Jerry experienced. 

  

 
19 Levi, Primo (1986) The Drowned and the Saved, New York: Simon & Schuster (English edition) 
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Seperation 

I get off the train with my father holding my left hand, my mother, my right. 

We are then swallowed by swarms of soldiers. 

Their hands prying at our bond of determination but we refuse to let go. 

When we are together, we are stronger. 

The soldier is screaming for us to let go but I just block him out of my head. 

I hear people calling for one another after being separated, yelling their goodbyes. 

I’m losing grip of my mother’s hand. I am starting to doubt that I can hold on any 

longer. 

My ears hurt from the yelling and my eyes are forming tears, but I’m not ready to 

give up. 

My mother’s hand continues to slip. 

The soldier’s cold, heartless barks boom down my spine. 

My mother and I are holding on by our fingertips, she lets out a sob. 

“Don’t give up” I whisper to her. The soldier gives me a pathetic look and 

continues to yell. 

They finally pulled her from my grips. I wailed to them “She’s sick!” “Don’t hurt 

her!” 

I silently cry as they take her away, knowing I may never see her again. 

My father feels my pain and is determined not to let them take me away from him. 

We must stick together no matter what challenges we may face. 

They are pulling too hard and I can feel his hand slipping from mine. 

“No!” I cry angrily “You promised never to leave me daddy! YOU PROMISED!” 

The soldiers win the game of tug-o-war; we are no longer together and are 

overpowered. 

I try to run back to my father, but no matter how hard I try to reach him, he seems a 

million miles away. 

Just like the others I must face my fate. 

He looks at me with the saddest eyes I have ever seen. 

I know he felt as though he had failed me. 

I could hear him sobbing as they took him away. 

“DADDY!” I screamed still reaching for his hand; I couldn’t believe this was 

happening. 

They took everything! All because we were different… 
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Backgrounder 

“A sub-camp in the depopulated village of Babice opened in the first half of May 

1943. About 180 women were placed in the former school building, and an equal 

number of men in a nearby wooden barracks. The windows of the building 

occupied by the women were walled up or secured with barbed wire. Inside were 

sleeping rooms with bunk beds, offices for the SS men and female overseers, a 

first-aid room, a washroom, and a kitchen. Food was delivered from the Birkenau 

camp. Two barns, a stable, storage sheds, and a shed for harnesses were built inside 

the barbed-wire fence.   

The women prisoners were employed caring for and milking cows, clamping 

potatoes, spreading manure, and weeding and earthing up cabbages and beets. The 

male prisoners groomed the horses, plowed, mowed hay, and harvested. When the 

army requisitioned some of the horses in the spring of 1944, women prisoners were 

harnessed to the plows with long ropes. The women’s Kommando was liquidated 

and the women transferred to Birkenau in July; the men’s Kommando remained in 

Babitz until January 1945”. (Source: Auschwitz Museum)20 

 

“I was selected to work as a farm laborer in Babice (Babitz) for the next 7-

8 months. I learned that the huge farm at Babice had been created by 

combining all the smaller Polish farms that had been taken away by the 

Nazis.  

On the farm, about 65 men and boys slept in a single barrack, including 

Jews, Poles, criminals, and others. There, the slave labourers worked from 

sunrise to sunset and were given bread and soup. I believe that I survived 

here because I also had access to food and, whenever I could, I stole 

produce (potatoes, beets, whatever we were growing) that was meant for 

the soldiers stationed in Auschwitz, the German army and as feed meant 

for the cattle”. 

Each work group consisted of six slave-labourers with a guard, and most 

German SS guards were brutal.  There was a specific guard, whose name 

was ‘Shtortzer’, who was actually a decent person, who let us eat and steal 

as much food as we wanted, and who never hurt us. One time, we were all 

caught when a potato fell out of a fellow worker’s pocket. We were all 

lashed and beaten publicly and warned we would be shot next time. 

Despite the beating, we did not give up Shtortzer, who had allowed the 

theft.   

Another time, the group stole and drank a can of milk, which we did often, 

but this time we were caught with an empty can. We were lined up and 

 
20 https://www.auschwitz.org/en/history/auschwitz-sub-camps/babitz/ 
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questioned but nobody owned up to it and for some reason we were not 

killed. 

We were given no winter clothes. We washed with cold water from the 

pump outside. If someone became sick, there was no treatment, so they 

were taken away and never seen again. 

There were Jewish slave-labourers who identified, beat and killed some of 

the former Jewish ghetto policemen who were now among us. 

At night we reminisced about our families and wondered when we would 

die, as we had no hope for the future. Many times, I felt like walking to the 

wire fence and electrocuting myself. Although I had grown up in an 

observant household, by this point I had lost all faith in god or observance. 

I saw though that there were some Jews among this group who still 

believed in god”. (Jerry) 

 

Jerry remembered seeing at a distance the smoke coming from the chimneys in Auschwitz and 

noticing an odd smell in the air but, at the time, he didn’t know what that was. As he was 

taken away to the work farm soon after arriving in Auschwitz, he never himself witnessed 

Jews entering the gas chambers or the ovens.  

“Many times, I felt like just going over to the wires, to the fence, to touch it 

and electrocute myself. I just didn’t have the guts to do it”. (Jerry) 

Jerry remained a slave-labourer on the farm in Babice until it was closed in Dec 1944. 
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Buchenwald Concentration Camp 

Backgrounder 

“In mid-January 1945, as Soviet forces approached the Auschwitz concentration 

camp complex, the SS began evacuating Auschwitz and its subcamps. 

SS units forced nearly 60,000 prisoners to march west from the Auschwitz camp 

system. Thousands had been killed in the camps in the days before these death 

marches began”. (Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)21 

In January 1945, with the Russian army advancing, the Germans decided to liquidate 

Auschwitz. Jerry remembered hearing noises, shells, and bullets firing at a distance from 

Auschwitz, but didn’t realize they were from the approaching Russian army. He was 15 and a 

half years of age at the time. 

Jerry’s work group was rounded up to be evacuated on January 26, 1945. They were to be sent 

to another concentration camp, Buchenwald, but there were not enough trains. As a result, 

Jerry and hundreds of others were forced into the infamous ‘death march’ by foot to 

Buchenwald, in Weimar, Germany.   

“I walked for four days and three nights in cold winter weather, wearing a 

hat, a uniform and wooden shoes I was among a small group of boys who 

helped each other as needed in order to keep moving. We were not given 

food, but occasionally a farmer would throw food at us. We mostly 

survived by eating snow. Those who couldn’t walk were shot on sight. 

Many of those who marched simply died and were left on the road. Those 

of us who survived the death march were shipped to Buchenwald when a 

cattle train was found for the final day of travel, and with the Germans 

riding along side in their cars and on horseback”. (Jerry) 

When they arrived at Buchenwald concentration camp, Jerry was assigned to a barrack22 and 

given a new uniform. He remembered being given soup but couldn’t swallow anything and his 

hands and feet were frozen. Jerry’s new uniform number was 119807.  

“That was my identity. That was my name”. (Jerry) 

Jerry managed to save the strip of material with his uniform prisoner number after liberation 

(Fig 20).  

 
21 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/auschwitz 
22 https://fotoarchiv.buchenwald.de/home 
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Fig 20a: A strip of material torn from Jerry’s uniform at Buchenwald showing his prisoner number 119807 

 

Fig 20b: Buchenwald Concentration Camp intake ledger showing Jerry’s tattoo and prisoner numbers 
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Jerry did not talk specifically about which barrack he was assigned to in Buchenwald.  It is 

possible that he was housed with 600 other Jewish children and youth in the infamous Barrack 

66 (Kinderblock 66)23.   

“The barracks had 3 tiers, and “we were packed like sardines”. Each 

prisoner was given a blanket which he had to protect from being stolen. 

We slept in our striped uniforms.  

I did not have real work in Buchenwald. We sat around waiting to die or 

be sent elsewhere, with no hope. As did others, I volunteered for odd 

manual labour tasks such as gathering dead German civilian bodies after 

Allied bombings in the local area, always with the hope of finding some 

food under the ruins. 

People would die over night in the barracks, and I considered them lucky. 

Every morning, they would take out the dead bodies and the remaining 

prisoners stood for roll call by number, and remained there until everyone, 

either dead or alive, was accounted for”. (Jerry) 

Jerry recalled that there were also many non-Jewish prisoners at Buchenwald including 

political prisoners, criminals, and homosexuals. They all talked amongst themselves. He 

remembered that the prisoners were distinguished by different coloured triangle-shaped 

badges sewn on their uniforms – the Jews wore a yellow triangle, the homosexuals wore a 

mauve triangle, and the political prisoners wore a red triangle. Jerry recalled a fellow prisoner, 

who was actually a Catholic German officer, who was imprisoned as a Jew because his 

grandfather was Jewish, but who still kept a cross over his bunk.  

Jerry remembered the horrific story of a Russian prisoner who was celebrated for his beautiful 

skin tattoos. The camp commandant’s wife reportedly loved those tattoos and ordered a 

lampshade to be made of this man’s skin. Jerry was given a photo of this infamous lampshade 

by one of the US soldiers at the time of his liberation (Fig 21). Later, it was discovered that 

cutting tattooed skin from Jewish corpses to fashion macabre gifts was popular among the 

German officers at Buchenwald and these objects were later preserved as war crimes 

evidence24. 

 
23 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/block-66-at-buchenwald 
24 https://www.buchenwald.de/en/geschichte/themen/dossiers/menschliche-ueberreste 
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Fig 21: The infamous Buchenwald ‘tattoo lampshade’ 
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Liberation from Buchenwald, April 1945 
 

Backgrounder 

“In early April 1945, as US forces approached, the Germans began to evacuate 

some 28,000 prisoners from the Buchenwald main camp and an additional several 

thousand prisoners from the subcamps of Buchenwald. About a third of these 

prisoners died from exhaustion en route or shortly after arrival, or were shot by the 

SS. The underground resistance organization in Buchenwald, whose members held 

key administrative posts in the camp, saved many lives. They obstructed Nazi 

orders and delayed the evacuation. 

On April 11, 1945, in expectation of liberation, prisoners took control of the camp. 

Later that afternoon, US forces entered Buchenwald. Soldiers from the 6th 

Armored Division, part of the Third Army, found more than 21,000 people in the 

camp”. (Source: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)25 

 

“That morning it was beautiful, but oddly very quiet. Although I didn’t 

know about them at the time, there was some sort of organized 

underground group with smuggled weapons (maybe they were former 

Russian soldiers or non-Jewish POWs?) who opened fire on the German 

SS guards and captured and executed many of them before the Americans 

arrived.  

It took about a day before the Americans entered into the camp (first the 

scout, then the rest of the soldiers), and by that point the SS were either 

gone or killed. Many German soldiers tried to hide among and dress as 

prisoners, but they were obvious and stood out because they weren’t 

starved and shaved like the actual prisoners. These Germans were outed 

and beaten to death by the mob. I did not take part in that as I was too 

weak to walk. I weighed maybe 70 pounds”. (Jerry) 

 

Jerry managed to tear off a May Day commemorative badge from a German guard’s uniform 

(Fig 22). He never indicated whether the soldier was alive at the time. Jerry kept that badge 

among his personal possessions. 

 
25 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/timeline-event/holocaust/1942-1945/us-forces-liberate-buchenwald 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/3956
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/7812
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/7812
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Fig 22: A May Day commemorative badge torn from a German guard’s uniform 

 

“The inmates had taken over the camp office and received a call from the 

camp commander which alerted them that the Germans had actually 

mined the camp with the intention of blowing it up. The captured Germans 

who were not already executed were put to work digging up and gathering 

up the mines. That is ultimately what saved about 10,000 prisoners still in 

the camp. Once the mines were removed, Jews were able to leave the 

boundaries of the camp and some took immediate revenge on the local 

Germans. 

Seeing the Americans liberating the camp was unbelievable. Some of the 

prisoners were not convinced that this wasn’t a trick by the Germans, that 

is, until one American soldier spoke to them in Yiddish.  

About a thousand surviving Jewish children, aged eight to eighteen, had 

no home to return to. They moved into the barracks where the German SS 

soldiers had been living and remained there for another few months. It 

took a long time for these children to be able to digest regular food given 

to them by the American soldiers”. (Jerry) 

The Jewish children, malnourished and sick, remained in the abandoned German soldier’s 

barracks at Buchenwald for several more weeks while the American soldiers fed and cared for 

them and the authorities determined what to do with them. Unlike the political prisoners at 

Buchenwald who could return to their homes, these Jewish children were now orphans, 

homeless and, for some, stateless. Their families had been murdered. Their homes and former 

lives were destroyed. Ultimately, it was OSE, (Oevre de Secours aux Enfants), a French 
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Jewish child welfare organization, which arranged for these children to be brought to safety in 

France, Switzerland and England. These kids came to be known as the Buchenwald Boys or 

‘Buchenwaldiens’. 

 

Backgrounder 

“On 11 April 1945, the Buchenwald concentration camp was liberated by the US 

Army. Some 21,000 prisoners were released, of whom 4,000 were Jewish. The 

Jewish inmates included approximately 1,000 children, some of them just four 

years old. Among the liberators were US Army Chaplains Robert Marcus and 

Herschel Schacter, who arrived one or two days later. 

In Block 66, the liberators discovered several hundred Jewish children from 

Poland, Hungary, Romania and Czechoslovakia.  All were boys, who had survived 

against all the odds with the help of the international underground in Buchenwald, 

some of whose members were Jewish. The children were in shocking physical and 

mental condition.  A message was sent to the OSE offices in Geneva: ‘We have 

found approximately one thousand Jewish children in Buchenwald.  Please 

organize evacuation without delay’.  

Members of the OSE (Oevre de Secours aux Enfants) organized the evacuation of 

these children, known as the "Buchenwald Boys" and their passage to France, 

Switzerland and England.  

At Buchenwald, the US Army provided the children with medical care, food and 

clothing. When the camp was liberated, they discovered a storehouse filled with 

German uniforms, and they gave these to the children to wear instead of the 

oversized striped camp garb. Many of the children wanted to immigrate to Eretz 

Israel (Mandatory Palestine), but due to British Mandate policies, which effectively 

closed the gates of Eretz Israel to Jews, they had no choice but to accept the OSE's 

offer and to travel to France, Switzerland or England. 

On 2 June, the train left Buchenwald on its way to France carrying some 500 

children and teenagers. The children stormed the train for fear that it would leave 

without them. They were accompanied by Rabbi Marcus and by OSE 

personnel. Dr. Ravel, one of the escorts, relates: "They wore striped pyjamas or 

Hitler Youth uniforms, and they looked like a rabble". When the train stopped en 

route, the children disembarked and pilfered whatever they could. They only 

stopped when they were told that they had reached France”. (Source: Yad 

Vashem)26 

 

 

 
26 https://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/childrens-survivors-homes/ecouis.asp 
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Later, while living in Paris, Jerry noticed an exhibition including an iconic photo of the 

children leaving Buchenwald (Fig 23). He recognized himself in this picture and asked for a 

copy. This photo, along with another photo of the Buchenwald boys on a train headed to Paris 

(Fig 24), are now ubiquitous, found in virtually every Holocaust photo collection worldwide. 

 

 

Fig 23: Jewish children leaving Buchenwald Concentration Camp June 8, 1945 (Jerry in red circle) 
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Fig 24: Jewish boys from Buchenwald heading by train to Paris 

As with all the prisoners at Buchenwald, Jerry was interviewed by an American soldier to 

complete the standard ‘exit questionnaire’. These interviews were conducted in order to assess 

the survivors’ needs and to identify any potential Nazis or Nazi sympathizers hiding amongst 

the prisoners, which was common. The questionnaire, completed on May 8, 1945, documents 

that Jerry was imprisoned at Auschwitz for 5 months and then at Buchenwald for 4 months 

and that he intended to join his uncle S. Lewkowicz in Palestine. (Fig 25). 
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Fig 25: Jerry’s interview questionnaire as completed by a US soldier on May 8, 1945, prior to leaving 

Buchenwald concentration camp 
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The OSE (Oeuvre de Secours aux Enfants) orphanage in Paris 

Backgrounder 

The Buchenwald children were a group of approximately 1000 Jewish child 

survivors found by American troops when they liberated the Buchenwald 

concentration camp on April 11, 1945. Most of the children were originally from 

Poland, though others came from Hungary, Slovenia and Ruthenia. Unsure of what 

to do with the child survivors, American army chaplains, Rabbi Herschel Schacter 

and Rabbi Robert Marcus, contacted the offices of the OSE (Oeuvre de Secours aux 

Enfants), the Jewish children's relief organization in Geneva. They arranged to send 

427 of the children to France, 280 to Switzerland and 250 to England. [Vivette 

Samuels reverses the figures for England and Switzerland in her monograph, 

"Sauver les Enfants."] On June 2, 1945 OSE representatives arrived in 

Buchenwald, and together with Rabbi Marcus escorted the transport of children to 

France. Rabbi Schacter accompanied the second transport to Switzerland. Because 

of the difficulty in finding clothing for the children, the boys were clad in Hitler 

Youth uniforms. This created a problem, for when the train crossed into France, it 

was greeted by an angry populace who assumed the train was carrying Nazi youth. 

Thereafter the words "KZ Buchenwald orphans" were painted on the outside of the 

train to avoid confusion. On June 6, 1945 the French transport arrived at the 

Andelys station and the orphans were taken to a children's home in Ecouis (Eure). 

The home had been set up to accommodate young children, but in fact only 30 of 

the boys were below the age of 13. This was only one of the many problems faced 

by the OSE personnel, who were not prepared to handle a large group of 

demanding, rebellious teenagers who were full of anger for what they had 

experienced. At Ecouis the boys were given medical care, counseling and schooling 

until more permanent accommodations could be found. Most of the children 

remained only four to eight weeks at Ecouis before being moved elsewhere, and the 

home was closed in August 1945. Among the first to leave were a group of 173 

children who had family in Palestine. They were given immigration certificates and 

departed from Marseilles in July aboard the British vessel, the RMS Mataroa. The 

remaining boys at Ecouis were soon transferred to other residences and homes. 

Some of the older ones were sent to the Foyer d'Etudiants located on the rue Rollin 

in Paris, where they boarded while attending vocational training courses or working 

at jobs in the city. Others were sent to the Chateau de Boucicaut home in Fontenay-

aux-Roses (Hauts-de-Seine). Many of the boys came from religiously observant 

homes. Since the OSE could not obtain kosher food for everyone, they divided the 

children into religious and non-religious groups. Dr. Charly Merzbach offered OSE 

the use of his estate, the Chateau d'Ambloy (Loir-et-Cher) for the summer, and 

between 90 and 100 boys chose to go there in order to receive kosher food and live 

in a religious environment. In October 1945 the children and staff of Ambloy were 

relocated to the Chateau de Vaucelles in Taverny (Val d'Oise). About 50 of the 

non-religious boys were taken to the Villa Concordiale in Le Vesinet (Yvelines) 

near Paris that housed an equal number of French Jewish orphans. In the summer 

they went to the Foyer de Champigny in Champigny-sur-Marne (Val-de-Marne). In 

all the homes attended by the Buchenwald children vocational training as well as 

regular classroom instruction was offered. At the same time OSE social workers 
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made every effort to locate surviving relatives, succeeding in about half the cases. 

By the end of 1948 all of the Buchenwald children who had come to France had left 

the OSE fold and begun new lives for themselves. (Source: United States 

Holocaust Memorial Museum) 27 

 

“The Jewish children liberated from Buchenwald were divided up among 

the allied nations: some to England, some to Switzerland, about 450 of the 

youngest and healthiest to France. I was sent with a large group of 

orphans to the OSE (Oeuvre de Secours aux Enfants) orphanage, first in 

Equis, Paris” (Jerry) (Fig 26). 

 

Fig 26: List of orphans moved from Buchenwald to OSE in Equis, Paris on June 8, 1945 

 

 
27 https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pa1136584 
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Backgrounder 

“Many had suffered a total loss of identity. They did not remember their names, 

having been addressed only by their numbers or nicknames…They looked like 

bandits, suspicious and mute. Their heads were shorn; all dressed the same, with 

faces still swollen from hunger and not a smile to be seen. Their eyes bespoke 

sadness and suspicion. They were apathetic toward the outside world. They likened 

the supervisors to guards and were terror stricken at the sight of doctors who 

reminded them of Mengele, the man who, upon their arrival in Auschwitz, had sent 

the weak ones to gas chambers, the able-bodied to slave labour”. (Source: 

Hemmendinger and Krell)28 

“In Paris, we were later split into four homes in Le Vesinet, which is a 

suburb of Paris. The orthodox kids (including Ellie Wiesel and Rabbi 

Israel Lau, both of whom I knew) were in one house, the others were split 

into three other homes, and each home had a teacher living with them. I 

was well treated and educated by OSE, which became the ‘family’ for all 

the children”. 

“Life started to feel more normal during this time of stability. I went back 

to school at OSE making up for all the education after grade 4 that I had 

lost during the war years. I learned to speak French, English, and studied 

math, and other subjects. As well, some of these children relearned their 

civil manners, as they had become very wild kids”. (Jerry) 

While living at Le Vesinet, Jerry attended classes to make up for the formal education that had 

been denied him between 1939 and 1945. He became fluent in French. OSE also provided the 

older students with vocational training in a range of professions (Fig 27). Jerry trained in 

dental mechanics and later identified himself as a dental mechanic in his application for 

immigration to America. Among Jerry’s private possessions we found the original bronze 

mortar and pestle that he had used during his dental mechanics training. He had never shown 

this to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
28 Hemmendinger, Judith and Krell, Robert (2000) The Children of Buchenwald, Jerusalem: Geffen 
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Fig 27a: The range of vocational training at OSE. (from an OSE newsletter, dated 1946 - English translation by 

the American Committee of OSE)29 

 
29 Booklet, OSE Activities in France (RG 494, Folder 46). American Committee of OSE. 1946. 

https://digipres.cjh.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE2969576 
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Fig 27b: Jerry and colleagues studying dental technology in Paris, 1946 
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Fig 27c: The bronze mortar and pestle Jerry used in dental mechanics training 

 

During this time at Le Vesinet, Jerry also became a member of the Association des Anciens 

Deportes Juifs (Fig 28), a mutual aid organization for Jews formed after the war and an 

affiliate of the Fédération Nationale Des Déportés et Internés, Résistants et Patriotes. The 

latter organization was created in 1945 to support the hundreds of thousands of victims and 

French resistance fighters in the war30.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
30 https://francearchives.gouv.fr/fr/authorityrecord/FRAN_NP_052431  

https://francearchives.gouv.fr/fr/authorityrecord/FRAN_NP_052431
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Fig 28: Jerry’s Federation Membership card dated 1945 
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At OSE, Jerry was also involved in various social activities and was very active in sports (Figs 

29, 30).  

 

Fig 29: Jerry’s OSE Membership card dated 1946 
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Fig 30: In his time at OSE, Jerry was very athletic 

 

Jerry made many life-long friends during these two years at OSE (Fig 31) and, later in life, he 

enjoyed reconnecting with them at OSE and Buchenwald reunions held around the world (we 

will describe this in a later section). Reclaiming some of the missing joy from their teenage 

years, these boys went on excursions all around France, and sometimes in the company of 

girls, who were also Jewish child survivors housed elsewhere by OSE (Fig 32). Among the 

following photos are those with descriptions excerpted from the book by Hemmendinger and 

Krell. 
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Fig 31: Jerry’s many friends at OSE 
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Fig 32: Jerry’s many adventures while living in France 

Throughout his life, Jerry retained a close personal tie to the OSE organization. He owed his 

life to them. In later years, Jerry donated generously and regularly to OSE in support of the 

vital Jewish social services they continued to provide to needy children in France.  

During his two years in Paris, Jerry also began to search for his family, as did all the 

survivors. He sent letters and spoke to any survivors he met, always asking about the fate of 

his family. He managed, despite the destroyed infrastructure across Europe, to find his way 

back to Poland and to the family’s original home at 9 Podrzeczna Street in Lodz. He 

discovered Poles were now living in their apartment.  

He learned from another survivor that there was a man named Gershon Kapelusz who had 

survived and was now living somewhere in Germany. Jerry thought that this might be his 
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father. He smuggled himself into Germany and by foot, by bike and whatever other 

transportation he could find in this destroyed land, he went from village to village, speaking to 

survivors, and looking for Gershon. After about six weeks of searching, he successfully found 

Gershon living in Landsberg, Germany. However, this turned out to be his first cousin Genek, 

the son of his father’s brother. Jerry also learned that Genek’s older brother Kiva was still 

alive and living in Germany as well (Fig 33). In all the years that followed, Jerry never 

stopped looking for his lost relatives, checking phone books and searching for the name 

Kapelusz in every city he visited. 

 

 

Fig 33: Jerry’s first cousins Genek and Kiva Kapelusz 

Genek had found a wife, Miriam, and they quickly had a daughter, Ruth, in a Displaced 

Persons camp31 in Germany (Fig 34). Another of Jerry’s first cousins, Irene Anshelewitz, 

married Joe Schwadron in the DP camp and there they also had a daughter, Rachelle. Irene’s 

mother Rachel Kapelusz Anshelewitz was Jerry’s aunt, a sister of Jerry’s father.  

 
31 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/displaced-persons 
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Fig 34a: First cousin Genek, with Miriam and Ruth Kapelusz, German DP camp 

 

Fig 34b: First cousins Kiva Kapelusz, Genek and Miriam Kapelusz, Irene’s father Jacob Anshelewitz, first 

cousin Irene (Kapelusz Anshelewitz Schwadron), and her husband Joe Schwadron, Germany  

Ultimately, through the 1948 Displaced Persons Act signed into law by US President Harry 

Truman32, Genek and Irene and their new families were able to immigrate to the USA to start 

new lives. Memorial plaques for the Kapelusz/Anshelevitz families were established in Miami 

Beach, Florida and Metairie,Louisiana (Fig 35). 

 

Fig 35a: Memorial tile for Rachel Kapelusz Anshelewitz, Miami Beach Holocaust Memorial 

 
32 https://www.trumanlibraryinstitute.org/the-displaced-persons-act-of-1948/ 
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Fig 35b: Memorial plaque for the Kapelus/Anshelevitz families dated Aug 28, 1944, installed at Congregation 

Gates of Prayer synagogue in Metairie, Louisiana 

Jerry’s cousin Kiva Kapelusz had lost his first wife and daughter to the Nazis. He was a tailor 

by profession and emigrated to Montreal where he married his second wife Ruth, had another 

daughter, Paula, and started a new life there. We believe that Kiva was among the thousand 

Jewish tailors brought to Canada from the German Displaced Persons camps to fill vacant jobs 

in the garment industry through the ‘Garment Workers Scheme’, a joint project of the 

Canadian Jewish Congress and the Garment Workers union (which came to be known as the 

‘Tailor Project’)33. 

 

Backgrounder 

“Beginning in 1948 and lasting for several years, the Tailor Project managed to bring 2,000 

labourers into the country, to work in the rapidly growing needle trades. Half of them were 

Jews who were plucked from European DP camps. 

Most settled in Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg, and even though a good number weren’t 

really tailors – all they had to do was sew a button to be accepted – they began new lives in 

their new homes”. (Source: The Canadian Jewish News)34 

 

OSE’s objective was to find living relatives and new homes for all the children in OSE’s care 

(Fig 36). The names of all known Jewish Holocaust survivors were also being published by 

the Jewish Agency in newspapers across the world in hopes of connecting them to living 

relatives. By the end of 1948, the boys of Buchenwald had scattered around the world, some 

emigrating to Palestine, some to Australia, some to America, and many more who remained in 

Europe. 

 
33 https://tailorproject.ca/ 
34 https://thecjn.ca/news/finding-canadas-post-war-jewish-tailors/ 
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Fig 36a: OSE’s ‘Family Regrouping Service’ 

 

An unknown uncle of Jerry’s, Abraham Heyman, who had moved to New York in 1907, saw 

Jerry’s name on a survivors list in 1945 and sent him a letter via OSE. Abraham wanted to 

confirm that Jerry was in fact his relative. He indicated that he and his wife Lillie would be 

willing to sponsor Jerry to come to America along with the additional financial support of 

another relative, Meyer Kuznik, also of New York (Fig 37). We were not able to establish how 

Abraham and Lille Heyman or Meyer Kuznik were actually related to Jerry or what became of 

them, but we acknowledge their generosity in bringing Jerry to America. 
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Fig 37a: Letter of support from Abraham and Lillie Heyman for Jerry’s immigration to America, 1945 
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Fig 37b: Affidavit of Support from Abraham and Lillie Heyman, 1945 
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Fig 37c: Affidavit of Support from Meyer Kuznik, 1945 
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Coming to America! 
 

Although Uncle Heyman promised Jerry that if he didn’t like New York, he would help him 

go to Palestine, Jerry was never interested in going to America. He was already involved in a 

Zionist group at OSE and he had plans, as did many of his friends, to go to Palestine and to 

fight for the Jewish homeland. As mentioned earlier, Jerry already knew of his maternal uncle 

Shlomo Lewkowicz in Holon and planned to go there.  

However, Jerry was ultimately persuaded by Heyman as well as his friends and the staff at 

OSE to take advantage of this rare opportunity to go to New York and the promise of starting 

a new life in America. So, with the assistance of OSE staff, Jerry was able to obtain his papers 

including a permit to travel to America (Fig 38).  
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Fig 38a: Jerry’s French Identity and Travel Card, issued December 12, 1946 
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Fig 38b Letter of attestation for Jerry from OSE teachers, dated Dec 23, 1946 
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Fig 38c: OSE letter of attestation on behalf of Jerry, dated February 24, 1947 
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Fig 38d: Jerry’s authorization to leave France, dated February 28, 1947 

 

Jerry bid goodbye to his friends and the OSE staff and headed to the French port of Bordeaux. 

He set sail for America on March 1, 1947, aboard the liberty ship, SS George Bancroft (Fig 

39). Jerry was bound for New York City to start a new life there.  
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Fig 39a: Ship manifest for SS George Bancroft, March 1, 1947 

 

 

Fig 39b: Jerry’s ship muster card for SS George Bancroft, March 1, 1947 
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Fig 39c: Jerry at Bordeaux and aboard the SS George Bancroft 
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Starting his new life in New York 
 

Arriving in New York City on March 15, 1947 (Fig 40), Jerry legally declared his intention to 

stay in the USA on June 20, 1947 (Fig 41). On the form, he described his profession as a 

‘Dental Mechanic’ but, as far as we know, he never worked in this profession. Perhaps they 

didn’t acknowledge his qualifications from Paris. He never talked about it.  

 

 

Fig 40: Visa stamp upon arrival in New York, March 15, 1947 
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Fig 41: Declaration of intention, June 20, 1947 
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Jerry lived for some time with his uncle and aunt, Abraham and Lillie Heyman, at 146 11 119 

St, Jamaica, Queens Co, New York. In a subsequent letter to OSE, Jerry wrote this about his 

New York relatives (Fig 42):  

“I am very happy because my family here is not rich. They are simple workers. They 

understand me and push me towards studies”. 

 

Fig 42: Excerpt from OSE newsletter including news about former ‘jeunes Buchenwaldiens’ after emigrating 

abroad 

 

Jerry received a US Alien Registration Number and a social security number. Soon after that, 

he received a Selective Service System number, thus making him eligible to be drafted into the 

US army (Fig 43). 

 

 

Fig 43a: Jerry’s US Social Security Number 

 

Fig 43b: Jerry’s Alien Reception Receipt Card 
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Fig 43c: Jerry’s Selective Service System registration certificate 

In recalling his first impressions of New York, Jerry commented in an interview that New 

York was huge, that he didn’t like it, and that he missed all his friends and the OSE staff in 

Paris. However, Jerry already knew several others who had also come to New York: his first 

cousin Irene and her husband Joe Schwadron from Poland and a few other survivors from 

Buchenwald and OSE. When he was able to earn enough, Jerry took an apartment with one of 

these friends, Nat Isenberg (originally Nuchim Ajzenberg of Starachovice, Poland) (Fig 44).   
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Fig 44: Jerry and Nat Isenberg (in white tank top) in their NYC apartment 

 

Jerry found work in a number of factories. Among these were included a one-day unsuccessful 

stint as a cutter in a clothing factory (despite his assurances to the boss that he knew how to 

cut cloth, he had no idea what he was doing and was fired on the very first day), a shipping 

job at ‘Rusam Neckware’ in Bronx, New York and an unspecified job at the Van Heusen shirt 

factory (Fig 45).  

 

 

Fig 45a: Employer Identification Card – Rusam Neckware 
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Fig 45b: Jerry working at the Van Heusen shirt factory in New York 

According to official documents, by 1948, he had started using the anglicized name Jerry 

Kapelus (although some official government documents, even years later, still identified him 

as Jacob Kapelusz). 

In addition to working, Jerry enrolled at the Jamaica Vocational evening elementary school in 

Queens, New York. He was determined to improve his English and to upgrade for high school 

level classes. Jerry received his evening elementary education certificate in January 1948 (Fig 

46). He went on to complete evening high school level courses during 1949 and 1950 and 

proudly obtained high grades (Fig 47).   

 

 

Fig 46: Jerry’s Evening Elementary Education Certificate, January 1948 
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Fig 47: Jerry’s New York City evening high school report cards, 1949-1950 

 

We don’t know much else about Jerry’s life in New York to that point but based on his photo 

album, he was clearly a smart dresser, seemed to have gained many friends, and had quite an 

active social life. Jerry said to us many times over the years that he had loved living in New 

York City (Fig 48). 
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Fig 48: Jerry loved living in NYC 
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Among the treasures we uncovered among Jerry’s papers was a photo of him attending the 

Societe Culinaire Philanthropique Eighty-Second Annual Charity Ball at the Hotel 

Pennsylvania in New York City on Jan 17, 1948 (Fig 49). Other than the fact that Jerry had 

learned to speak French in Paris, he never mentioned any link to that organization or having 

attended that event. Perhaps he was someone’s date? He certainly never demonstrated to us 

any ability or interest in cooking but, of course, he looked great! 

 

 

Fig 49: The Societe Culinaire Philanthropique Eighty-Second Annual Charity Ball, Hotel Pennsylvania, NY, Jan 

17, 1948 (Jerry is shown by a red circle in the middle of the crowd) 

 

Jerry was preparing to go to college in New York when he received a notice of induction 

(Army draft) from the US Selective Service in 1950 (Fig 50). This occurred around the 

beginning of the US war in Korea, which meant the possibility that Jerry, having been given a 

‘1A classification’ by the US Selective Service, might be going to war for the US Army. 

Jerry knew of other Buchenwald Boys, such as his old friend Joe Magier, who had already 

been drafted into the US Army (Fig 51). However, for Jerry it was clear that he had seen 

enough killing by that point in his life and he didn’t want to be involved in yet another war. 

Jerry was determined to get away as soon as possible.  
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Fig 50: Generic US Selective Service System, Notice of induction, undated 

 

Fig 51: Fellow Buchenwald Boy Joe Magier in his US Army uniform 
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Coming to Canada (and not because he wanted to!) 

Jerry’s New York roommate Nat Isenberg had an uncle, also named Nachum Isenberg (known 

within the family as ‘Old Man Isenberg’), the head of a large family living in Toronto, 

Canada. Jerry decided to head there.  

So, after three and a half years and a great new life while living in New York, Jerry 

successfully crossed the border into Canada on Oct 25, 1950 (Fig 52). He headed directly to 

the Isenberg family’s house at 444 Manning Avenue in Toronto, in the heart of Toronto’s 

downtown Jewish neighbourhood at the time. Only Nat Isenberg knew where Jerry had gone. 

 

 

Fig 52: Visa stamp showing Jerry’s first entry into Canada, October 25, 1950 

Having come to Canada, Jerry could no longer cross the border back into the USA as he was 

now considered a ‘draft evader’. 

Somehow, after about six weeks, the US Selective Service discovered where Jerry was living. 

They sent a letter to him at the address on Manning Avenue, requesting that he present 

paperwork confirming his intent to stay in Canada (Fig 53).   
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Fig 53: Letter from Selective Service, December 4, 1950 

 

 

Over the next few years, Jerry established himself in Toronto. By 1954, he was gainfully 

employed, married to Merna and had his first child on the way. He had also applied for 

Canadian citizenship. However, letters continued to be sent by the US Selective Service, 

always courteous, but demanding that Jerry return to the USA to be inducted or he would be 

considered ‘delinquent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’ and could be fined and jailed 

(Fig 54). 
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Fig 54a: Letter from Selective Service, August 18, 1954 

 

Fig 54b: Card from Selective Service, September 23, 1954 
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Fig 54c: Letter from Selective Service, November 10, 1954 
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Jerry informed the US Selective Service of his status in Canada in a well-written letter in 

November 1954 (Fig 55).  

 

 

Fig 55: Jerry’s letter to the US Selective Service, November 15, 1954 
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Jerry’s induction status was finally considered settled in a follow-up letter from the US 

government on December 17, 1954 (Fig 56). From that point forward, he was able to cross the 

border and visit the USA without concern. 

 

 

Fig 56: Final letter of discharge from the US Selective Service, December 17, 1954  
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Making a new life in Canada 
 

In Toronto, Jerry became part of the large Isenberg family and he roomed with them for 

several more years. After having lived in large cosmopolitan cities like Paris and New York, 

Jerry initially found Toronto “boring”.  

He didn’t immediately connect to the official Jewish community.  

“I always looked after myself. I didn’t need any help from the community 

and never asked for any help”. (Jerry) 

However, Jerry joined the YMHA (Young Men’s Hebrew Association) at Spadina Ave and 

Bloor St, made new friends and attended many social functions there. During that time, Jerry 

worked for Budget Household, briefly went into business with Nat’s cousin Carl Isenberg 

(another Polish survivor), first selling door to door and then opening a store together before 

Jerry eventually went out on his own. 

 

Meeting Merna 

Jerry first met Merna Davidson on a double date in 1952. She was five years younger than 

Jerry. Merna too had recently immigrated to Toronto from her home in Manchester, England 

with her parents Harold and Fanny (Fay) Davidson (Fig 57).  

 

 

Fig 57a: Harold, Fanny (Fay) and Merna Davidson in transit to Canada via New York, 1948 
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Fig 57b: Merna Davidson (centre of photo) arriving at the port of New York, 1948 

According to Merna, they were each with other people when they first met but Jerry asked for 

her phone number and he followed up. They began dating formally after that (Fig (58). 
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Fig 58: Merna and Jerry dating 

 

By 1953, Jerry and Merna were engaged. Jerry, at the age of 24, was still living with the 

Isenberg family. Merna, 19 years old at the time, was living with her parents at 28 Juliet 

Crescent, well outside of the small downtown Jewish community. 

Merna and Jerry were married on June 27, 1954, at Bais Yehuda Synagogue on Dovercourt 

Road in Toronto (Fig 59). Jerry’s best man was his first cousin Kiva Kapelusz. Two of his 

ushers were childhood friends from Poland. Another usher was his best friend Normie Sharpe. 
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Fig 59a: Merna and Jerry’s wedding invitation 
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Fig 59b: Merna and Jerry’s marriage certificate and ketubah 
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Fig 59c: Merna and Jerry’s wedding photos 
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Fig 59d: Merna and Jerry with her parents Fay and Harold Davidson 

 

Fig 59e: Merna and Jerry’s wedding party 
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Fig 59f: Merna and Jerry’s honeymoon in the Laurentian Mountains, Quebec 

 

At first, Merna and Jerry lived as a married couple with Merna’s parents on Juliet Crescent. 

Jerry operated his new clothing and housewares business, Atlas House Furnishings, from that 

house and later, from the Davidson’s new home at 475 Rustic Road (Fig 60).  

 

Fig 60a: Jerry’s business, Atlas House Furnishings, was registered in Toronto on May 5, 1954 
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Fig 60b: Jerry and Atlas House Furnishings listed on Juliet Cres in 1956 Toronto phone directory 

 

 

Fig 60c: Jerry and Atlas House Furnishings listed on Rustic Road in 1957 Toronto phone directory 

 

 

Fig 60d: Jerry standing in front of the Davidson’s new house at 475 Rustic Road, Aug 1956 
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Jerry received his Canadian citizenship papers on July 11, 1956 (Fig 61). Interestingly, 

Merna’s citizenship certificate, granted in 1962, displayed her married name as ‘Kapelusz’. 

 

 

Fig 61a: Jerry’s Certificate of Canadian citizenship July 11, 1956 

 

Fig 61b: Merna’s Certificate of Canadian citizenship Feb 22, 1962 
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In 1957, Merna and Jerry were able to purchase their first house at 55 Langholm Drive, in a 

new Toronto subdivision located in Downsview, west of Keele St and just north of the new 

Highway 401 (Fig 62).  In that home, and then about a decade later in a much larger house at 

37 Colonnade Road in Willowdale (Fig 63), Merna and Jerry raised their three children, Gary 

(born June 7, 1955), Stephen (born September 25, 1958) and Elysa (born July 27, 1964) and 

shared a wonderful life together. 

 

 

Fig 62a: Merna and Jerry’s first house at 55 Langholm Drive, Toronto 

 

Fig 62b: Jerry listed on Langholm Drive in 1960 Toronto phone directory 
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Fig 63: The second Kapelus family home at 37 Colonnade Road in Willowdale 

Jerry continued to operate his successful housewares business and working for himself for 

many years. During the 1970s, Merna and Jerry also bought and operated a commercial 

building including a street level dress store located at 1916 Queen St East in downtown 

Toronto. They named the store Elysa K Fashions in honour of their daughter and youngest 

child (Fig 64).  

 

 

Fig 64a: Elysa K Fashions, 1916 Queen St E 
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Fig 64b: Letterhead and business card for Elysa K Fashions 

Ironically, the dress store was located in ‘The Beaches’, an iconic part of east Toronto in 

which Jews had been threatened and barred from using the beaches during the 1920s and 

1930s35. However, there had been many Jewish shop-owners along Queen St since that time 

and a small synagogue on Kenilworth Ave (very near the site of Elysa K Fashions) had been 

built to support their religious needs. Thankfully, by the time Jerry purchased this property, 

society had evolved from those shameful days of blatant antisemitism in Toronto. 

Around 1980, a friend Mort Corrin managed to convince Jerry to adapt his incredible ‘people 

skills’ and business acumen to selling life insurance for London Life (Fig 65). Jerry quickly 

learned the insurance business and was very successful in this new role, his first time as an 

employee since his factory worker days in New York City.  

 

Fig 65: Jerry’s letterhead and business card at London Life 

 
35 https://www.blogto.com/city/2013/07/that_time_anti-semitism_blighted_toronto/ 
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In recognition of his excellent work in insurance sales, Jerry won a National Quality Award in 

1982 (Fig 66). He enjoyed both the work and the new-found camaraderie with other 

salespersons and the office staff. He particularly looked forward to the annual fishing 

weekend with his colleagues (where Gary, as Jerry’s guest one year, noticed that no actual 

fishing took place). Jerry and Merna socialized with some of his London Life co-workers and 

he enjoyed playing golf with them after he retired in the early 1990s, using the new set of golf 

clubs that he had received from them as a retirement gift (Fig 67). 

 

Fig 66: Jerry’s National Quality Award at London Life 1982 

 

Fig 67: Jerry’s retirement gift from his colleagues at London Life 
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A life well lived 
 

There is so much living, loving and enjoyment to describe in the many decades of Jerry’s life 

in Canada. A wonderful 67 years of marriage to Merna, until his death in 2021 at the age of 

92. After tragically losing his parents and siblings, Jerry had started his own family and then 

bought his first house barely ten years after his childhood liberation from the concentration 

camps.  

He celebrated the births, the milestones and the accomplishments of his three children (Fig 

68). 

 

 

Fig 68a: First child, Gary Joel, 

born in 1955 

 

 

Fig 68b: Second child, 

Stephen Martin, born in 

1958 

 

 

Fig 68c: Third child, Elysa Ginette Renee, 

born 1964 

 

 

 

Fig 68d: Celebrating Gary’s Bar 

Mitzvah, 1968  

Fig 68e: Celebrating Stephen’s Bar Mitzvah, 1971 
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Fig 68f: Celebrating Gary and Carole’s wedding, 

1979 

 

Fig 68g: Celebrating Elysa and Nazz’s wedding, 

1990 

 

When Aviva Michal Kapelus was born in 1981, Jerry was absolutely thrilled to become a 

grandfather. He traveled with Merna and Elysa to Saskatoon to meet her. Aviva’s arrival also 

signified the beginning of the next generation of the Kapelusz family, which was an important 

personal milestone for Jerry.  

Ultimately, Jerry was ‘Grandpa’ or ’Zadie’ to five beloved grandchildren: Aviva (born in 

1981), Daniel (born in 1983), Aaron (born in 1986), Frankie (born in 1992), and Alexandra 

(born in 1995). Oh, how he loved to spend time with his grandkids and they in turn loved him! 

(Fig 69).  

 

  

Fig 69b: Jerry with Daniel 

 

Fig 69a: Jerry with Aviva  
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Fig 69c: Jerry with Aaron 

 

Fig 69d: Jerry with Frankie 

 

 

Fig 69e: Jerry and Alex 

 

 

Fig 69f: Jerry with his five grandchildren  

 

Of particular importance to Jerry was being able to join in the celebration of the Jewish 

holidays and of his grandchildren’s Jewish ritual milestones (Fig 70). 
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Fig 70: Jerry played an important role in the family’s celebration of Jewish holidays and rituals 

 

A generation later, Jerry was particularly proud to welcome and to celebrate the births of his 

great grandchildren, who carried forward the Kapelusz family’s genes into a new generation 

and who brought him so much pride and joy: Jude Benny Rezmovitz, his first great grandchild 

(born in 2012), Zoya Shireen Kapelus (born in 2015), Elle Febe Rezmovitz (born in 2015), 

Zane Adam Kapelus (born in 2017), Oliver Albert Kapelus (born in 2020) and Zara Noureen 

Kapelus (born in 2020). Oh, how he loved being with those great grandkids and they loved 

him! (Fig 71). 

 

  

Fig 71a: Jerry with Jude Rezmovitz Fig 71b: Jerry with Zoya Kapelus 



Jerry’s Story 

124 
 

 

 

Fig 71c: Jerry and Merna with Elle Rezmovitz  

Fig 71d: Jerry with Zane Kapelus 

 

Sadly, because of the isolation restrictions of the COVID-19 pandemic and then his increasing 

frailty starting in 2020, Jerry never had the opportunity to meet his two youngest great 

grandchildren, Oliver and Zara.  

 

   

Fig 71f: Zara Kapelus Fig 71e: Oliver Kapelus 
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Fig 71g: Jerry with some of the girls 

 

Fig 71h: The great grandkids loved him! (on the occasion of Jerry’s 90th birthday)  
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Jerry lived and enjoyed a rich and interesting life. He pursued lifelong learning through 

continuing adult education. He attended a variety of classes over the years reflecting his broad 

areas of interest ranging from Yiddish, French and public speaking to history, psychology and 

current events. He enjoyed skating and cross-country skiing, alone and with the kids, and later 

playing golf with his new friends. He was very proud of his self-sufficiency as an independent 

businessman and his successful late career move to London Life.  

Jerry enjoyed, with Merna, their many friends, leisurely walks in Unionville and visiting flea 

markets. They had a very active social life and hosted many parties at home in Toronto and in 

Florida (Fig 72). 

 

 

Fig 72: Merna and Jerry hosted a LOT of parties 
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Jerry looked forward to and enjoyed the many exciting cruises and international travel tours 

they planned. He was always on the search for the local shul wherever they went (Fig 73).  
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Fig 73: Merna and Jerry travelled extensively  
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In 2008, while they were on a winter vacation in Florida, Jerry surprised Merna by purchasing 

a beautiful condo in Century Village, Boca Raton. He looked forward each Fall to driving 

with Merna down US Interstate 75 to Florida and spending a warm winter at Century Village 

with some of their closest friends. He did not miss the snow. Jerry spoke with great pride 

about Century Village and the wide range of activities in which he participated at the club 

house. Oh, how he loved that place! (Fig 74). 

   

   

Fig 74: Enjoying their winter home in Boca Raton, Florida 
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Given Jerry’s unique childhood experiences, we want to focus the remainder of this book on a 

few important connections to his Jewish roots and to his Holocaust past. 

Looking back, Jerry said that he experienced and observed antisemitism when he arrived in 

Canada in 1950. However, he felt it didn’t affect his ability to make a living as he was self-

employed for most of his career. As well, many of those working in the Toronto ‘shmatte 

business’ and the clothing wholesalers on Spadina Avenue in those early years were Jews.  

Jerry considered himself very independent and was always proud that he hadn’t needed to rely 

on anyone as he succeeded in life and raised a family. He stated in an interview that he had 

little to do with the organized Jewish community, that he didn’t believe in god and, and that, 

despite his religious upbringing, he had no faith, given the atrocities he had witnessed. Despite 

this, Jerry said he always felt very Jewish and it was important to him that his kids should 

have a Jewish upbringing.  

In his younger years in Toronto, Jerry was a member of the Farband Labour Zionist 

Organization and the Beth Am Synagogue on Keele Street, where we celebrated both Gary’s 

and Stephen’s bar mitzvahs. He attended annual High Holiday services throughout his life. 

We remember with a smile how every year on the High Holidays, Jerry would check out of 

shul early in order to ‘visit a sick friend’. As the sole provider for the family and with no 

backup, he must have felt a heavy obligation and responsibility to support us, even on the 

High Holidays! 

  



Jerry’s Story 

131 
 

Remembering and honouring those who died in the Holocaust 

We accompanied Jerry for many years to the Yad Vashem Yom Hashoah V'Hagvurah 

community Holocaust commemoration. This annual event was held at the Holocaust memorial 

site at Earl Bales Park in Toronto. Each year, with great emotion and pride, Jerry joined other 

Yiddish-speaking Holocaust survivors in singing ‘Zog nit keyn mol’ (i.e. Never Say). This 

song, also known as the Hymn of the Partisans, is considered the anthem of Holocaust 

survivors and is sung around the world at Holocaust memorial services.36 

Following his own death in 2021, Jerry’s memory was honoured at this same ceremony on 

April 27, 2022 (Fig 75).  

 

https://youtu.be/kajYD4LDchU 

Fig 75: Listen to the Yom HaShoah memorial tribute to Jerry on April 27, 2022 

 

Other than his own memories, Jerry had little factual information about what became of his 

parents and siblings. Regardless, he ensured that their names and memories were permanently 

enshrined wherever it was possible. 

In 1977, Jerry registered the names of his immediate family, with the limited information he 

had, in the Hall of Names at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem (Fig 76). We have since updated that 

submission with new information gathered in creating this book. 

  

 
36 https://yiddishsongs.org/zog-nit-keyn-mol/ 

https://youtu.be/kajYD4LDchU
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Fig 76: The Kapelusz family names added to the Pages of Testimony at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem 
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Backgrounder 

“Hall of Names: No cemeteries, no headstones, no traces were left to mark the loss 

of the six million Holocaust victims. The Hall of Names at Yad Vashem is the 

Jewish People’s memorial to each Jew murdered in the Holocaust – a place where 

they are commemorated for generations to come. 

Yad Vashem, with the support of Jewish communities and organizations around the 

world, is leading the historic mission to memorialize Jewish victims of the 

Holocaust by collecting “Pages of Testimony" – special one-page forms designed 

to restore the personal identity and brief life stories of the six million Jews 

murdered by the Nazis and their accomplices. Submitted by survivors, remaining 

family members or friends and acquaintances in commemoration of Jews who 

perished in the Holocaust, Pages of Testimony document the names, biographical 

details and, when available, photographs, of each individual victim. The first 

800,000 names on Pages of Testimony were collected during the 1950's, with 

ongoing global outreach efforts to identify the unnamed victims of the Shoah so 

they will always be remembered”. Source: Yad Vashem37 

 

At the Canadian Society for Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial site at Earl Bales Park in 

Toronto, Jerry ensured that the names of his immediate family were inscribed on the Wall of 

Remembrance (Fig 77).  

 

 

 

 
37 https://www.yadvashem.org/archive/hall-of-names.html 
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Fig 77: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the Wall of Remembrance at Earl Bales Park 
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When it opened in 1993, Jerry submitted the names of his immediate family for the records of 

the US Holocaust Museum in Washington, DC (Appendix Two).  

Jerry also memorialized his family at the Toronto Holocaust Centre (Fig 78), which later 

became the reflective Memorial Space at the new Toronto Holocaust Museum. 

 

 

Fig 78a: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the remembrance wall at the original Toronto Holocaust 

Centre 

 

Fig 78b: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the remembrance wall at the new Toronto Holocaust Museum 

We also gave Jerry’s father, mother, sister and brother a final and permanent resting place by 

engraving all of their names on Jerry’s own memorial stone (Fig 79). The gravesite is located 

in Pardes Chaim Cemetery in Richmond Hill, Section JJ, Row H, Plot #24. 
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Fig 79: Jerry’s memorial stone inscription includes his immediate family, who were never properly buried. The 

Hebrew inscription reads: “Yaakov, son of Gershon and Esther, brother of Chaya and David Leib” 
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Jerry’s love of Israel 
 

Jerry was always a strong supporter of the State of Israel. He began purchasing Israel Bonds 

and was honoured for doing this even as a young man with limited means (Fig 80).  

 

 

Fig 80: Recognition from State of Israel Bonds, 1965 

 

Merna and Jerry first traveled to Israel in 1974 to visit Gary, who was living on a kibbutz 

there at the time. They met Jerry’s uncle Shlomo Lewkowicz and cousins, reconnected with 

several of Jerry’s Holocaust survivor friends who had emigrated to Palestine, toured the 

country and had a wonderful time.  At Yad Vashem, Jerry recorded the names and lit a candle 

in memory of his immediate family (Fig 81). They visited Israel again in 1995 for a 

Buchenwald survivor’s reunion.  
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Fig 81: Jerry at Yad Vashem, Jerusalem 
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SAR-EL 
 

In the Fall of 1993, Jerry returned on his own to Israel as a volunteer with the SAR-EL 

project, providing much-needed civilian assistance at an Israel Defence Force (IDF) base. 

Wearing the iconic green IDF uniform, Jerry was finally able to realize his childhood dream 

(Fig 82).   Merna recalled how Jerry returned triumphantly from this mission with a sense of 

pride and fulfillment. Jerry maintained a detailed written diary of this adventure, describing 

the wonderful people he met, the work he completed, and the amazing sights he took in as he 

toured with his new friends around Israel on his days off (Appendix Three).  

 

 

   

 
Fig 82: Jerry as a SAR-EL volunteer in October/November,1993 
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The Buchenwald Boys 

Jerry shared with us that, as a result of the Holocaust, he was a more cautious person, couldn’t 

stand seeing wasted food, and was always concerned about security. He had nightmares about 

being chased by Germans in the early days but not so much later in his life.  

Jerry noted in interviews that his closest friends in Toronto were not survivors, and that he 

mostly avoided socializing with survivors in order to avoid reliving that life. However, Jerry 

did maintain a lifelong connection to a network of survivor friends in Toronto, Montreal and 

around the world. He traveled with Merna to Israel, Washington and Miami to attend 

organized get-togethers with survivors from Buchenwald and OSE every few years and he 

greatly enjoyed reminiscing with his old friends (Fig 83). This amazing group of men also 

became the subjects of a 2002 documentary film, The Boys of Buchenwald, by Paperny 

Films38. 

 

   

 

 
38 https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1483854/ 
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Fig 83: Attending gatherings of Holocaust survivors from Buchenwald and OSE 
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In particular, Jerry enjoyed personally reconnecting with Rabbi Israel Meir Lau, at an event in 

Toronto, later at a Buchenwald Boys reunion in Miami, and then again in Israel (Fig 84). Lau 

(known as Lulek to his Buchenwald friends) was among the youngest children to survive the 

Buchenwald concentration camp, emigrated with his brother and others to Palestine, and 

ultimately rose to become the Chief Ashkenazi Rabbi of Israel. An amazing story and man.  

 

     

   

Fig 84: Jerry and Israel Meir (Lulek) Lau 

  



Jerry’s Story 

146 
 

Talking about the Holocaust 

Jerry maintained that he did his best to avoid telling Merna, his children, his friends, or 

anyone else about his experiences before and during the Holocaust, at least until they started 

asking. He had always said that he wanted to distance himself from it, to protect his family 

from the story, “to allow my children to grow up normally”.  

However, Jerry was angered and started to speak out and to tell parts of his story in the early 

1980s “to educate the world because at the time, Ernst Zundel39 in Toronto and James 

Keegstra40 in Alberta and others were teaching and publicly denying that the Holocaust had 

occurred”. To fight back against the neo-Nazis, white supremacists and Holocaust deniers, 

Jerry broke his silence knowing that “in a few years there wouldn’t be any survivors as 

eyewitnesses left to tell the story and to ensure it would never happen again”, and therefore 

he considered this his duty.  

 

Jerry’s first speech in Saskatoon 

Jerry’s first public testimonial was at a Holocaust Remembrance Day presentation in April 

1982 at Congregation Agudas Israel in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan (where Gary and Carole 

were living at the time). At Gary’s request, Jerry and his fellow Buchenwald survivor and 

former Saskatoon Jewish community resident, Robbie (Romek) Waisman, came to Saskatoon 

to tell their stories publicly, both for the first time (Fig 85). As they spoke, the room was 

silent. Their personal stories and their messages of hope were simply riveting. 

 

   

 
39 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/07/world/europe/ernst-zundel-canada-germany-holocaust-denial.html 
40 https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/keegstra-case 
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Fig 85a: Jerry and Robbie (Romek) Waisman speaking in Saskatoon, April 1982 

 

https://youtu.be/jkvHKeFv1UI 

Fig 85b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s first Holocaust speech in Saskatoon, April 18, 1982 

Jerry concluded his first public speech about the Holocaust with these solemn words: 

“I think we’ve learned our lesson. We hope that it will never happen 

again. We must be sure that it never happens again. We must fight 

antisemitism and bigotry wherever and whenever it raises its ugly head.” 

(Jerry) 

Looking back, Jerry described this first speaking event as “terrifying, sad, brought back a lot 

of bad memories but it had to be done”.  Recounting, even briefly, their personal Holocaust 

stories to strangers awakened something in both men. They went on to become public 

https://youtu.be/jkvHKeFv1UI
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speakers, Robbie in Vancouver and Jerry in Toronto. Robbie later published his incredible 

story as a memoir many years later in the book ‘Boy From Buchenwald’.41 

The following year, Jerry and Gary traveled to Washington, D.C. to participate in the First 

American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and Their Descendants42. Thousands of 

survivors and their children gathered to celebrate their freedom, to reconnect and to continue 

their search for missing relatives and old friends. Jerry met with many survivors whom he had 

last seen in Paris almost forty years earlier (Fig 86). Also at that event, on April 3, 1983, then 

American President Ronald Reagan announced plans for a new US Holocaust Museum to be 

built adjacent to the National Mall in Washington, D.C.43  

 

  

 

 
41 Waisman, Robbie (2021) Boy From Buchenwald: The True Story of a Holocaust Survivor Bloomsbury: New 

York, NY 
42 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/american-gathering-of-jewish-holocaust-survivors 
43 https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/speech/remarks-american-gathering-jewish-holocaust-survivors 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/american-gathering-of-jewish-holocaust-survivors
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Fig 86: Attending the First American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and Their Descendants, April 

1983, Washington, D.C. 

 

With an acknowledgement that “no amount of money can make good the destruction of human 

life and cultural values,” or “atone for the systematic annihilation of the Jewish people”44, 

 
44 Conference on Jewish material claims against Germany www.claimscon.org  

http://www.claimscon.org/
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over the years, Jerry applied for, and in some cases received, small payments from various 

Holocaust survivor reparation programs from the German government. Despite this, he always 

described these reparation payments as “blood money”. In completing a 2013 application for 

a new reparation payment program, Jerry wrote in his bio that “It is a very difficult and 

painful for me to bring back all the memories from 68 years. I want to forget them” (Fig 

87).  

 

 

Fig 87a: Jerry’s initial Holocaust reparation payment received from the German government in 1958 
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Fig 87b: A rough draft of Jerry’s handwritten bio for a 2013 application for German reparation payments 
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Jerry as a public speaker 

Following his first public presentation in Saskatoon, Jerry went on to volunteer for over two 

decades as a ‘Holocaust Survivor Speaker’ working with the Toronto Holocaust Centre. He 

presented his personal story to both large and small audiences, to elementary and high school 

students and to adults. He spoke at schools, libraries and theatres throughout the Greater 

Toronto area and at the Toronto Holocaust Centre.  

To improve his own presentation skills, Jerry continued to seek out additional training in 

public speaking (Fig 88).  
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Fig 88: Jerry’s certificates of achievement in public speaking training spanned over 40 years 

 

To support his in-person presentations, Jerry documented whatever facts and feelings he could 

remember from his past and he prepared very thorough typed or handwritten background 

notes (Appendix Four). However, Jerry always spoke to his audience directly, without 

referring to his notes. He included photographs and other artifacts to supplement his story 

(Appendix Five). Among these items were a photo of the blue Auschwitz tattoo on his left 

forearm, photographs of the Buchenwald and other concentration camps, the actual strip of 

material torn from his striped Buchenwald prisoner uniform showing his prisoner number, the 

May Day commemorative badge which Jerry had torn from a German guard’s uniform, and a 

replica yellow Star of David, similar to those forcibly worn by Jerry and all Jews in the 

Holocaust ghettos of Europe.  

Jerry participated for many years in the annual Toronto Holocaust Education Week survivor 

speakers series and the annual Holocaust education event hosted by the Ontario Institute of 

Studies in Education (OISE) (Fig 89).  
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Fig 89a: Letter of appreciation from the Toronto Jewish Congress, 1988 
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Fig 89b: Certificate of appreciation for Jerry’s participation as a survivor speaker, 1988 

 

Fig 89c: Certificate of appreciation for Jerry’s participation as a survivor speaker, 2008 
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Fig 89d: Jerry presenting at the annual Holocaust education event at OISE, 1983-2006 

 

Jerry was always very proud to be invited by his grand-daughters Aviva (at Thornlea 

Secondary School) and later Alex (at Langstaff Secondary School) to speak at their high 

schools (Fig 90).  

 

 

Fig 90: A thank you note to Jerry from students at Thornlea SS 
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Jerry speaks to students at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr Public School in 2002 
 

In her role as a public-school teacher in Toronto, Elysa invited Jerry to speak to her older 

elementary school students on several occasions. He was always warmly welcomed and his 

personal story had a profound impact on these students (Fig 91).  

 

 

Fig 91a: Jerry speaking to Elysa’s students at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr Public School in 2002 

 

https://youtu.be/7b32IZGTykg 

Fig 91b: Listen to the audio recording of Jerry speaking to Elysa’s students at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS in 

2002 (note: this audio recording is of poor quality) 

https://youtu.be/7b32IZGTykg
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Fig 91c: A thank you note to Jerry from the staff at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS April 2, 2003 
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Fig 91d: A thank you letter to Jerry from a student at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS April 7, 2003 

 

Jerry particularly enjoyed speaking to students and answering their challenging questions.  To 

make it authentic and relevant for the audience, he always made a point of linking his own 

story to whichever human rights tragedy was occurring in the world at that time, such as in 

Darfur, Rwanda, and Yugoslavia. Jerry routinely ended his presentations by appealing to his 

audience to speak out against bigotry and hatred.  

On the following pages, we’ve included links so that you can watch and listen to recordings of 

a number of Jerry’s public presentations (Fig 92). 

 

 



Jerry’s Story 

161 
 

Jerry speaks during Holocaust Education Week on November 4, 2003 
 

 

 

Fig 92a: Jerry speaking to students at the North York Public Library for Holocaust Education Week on 

November 4, 2003 

 

https://youtu.be/Jz5PcXJsOh4 

Fig 92b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the North York Public 

Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 4, 2003 

https://youtu.be/Jz5PcXJsOh4
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Jerry speaks during Holocaust Education Week on November 2, 2006 

 

https://youtu.be/Tjuz0pmLT1Y 

Fig 92c: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the North York Public 

Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 2, 2006 

 

 

Fig 92d: Jerry presenting to students at Cardinal Newman Catholic School on Nov 3, 2008 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Tjuz0pmLT1Y


Jerry’s Story 

163 
 

Jerry speaks during Holocaust Education Week on November 1, 2009 
 

 

Fig 92e: Jerry speaking to students at the Forest Hill Public Library for Holocaust Education Week on 

November 1, 2009 

 

https://youtu.be/D4dkUoW5ZDI 

Fig 92f: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the Forest Hill Public 

Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 1, 2009 

 

Despite all his efforts as a Holocaust Survivor Speaker over the years, Jerry sometimes 

worried that “the kids didn’t believe it and it felt like a waste of time”. To put this concern 

into context, Eli Wiesel, the Nobel Prize-winning philosopher, writer and another of the 

Buchenwald and OSE boys, once observed45:  

“Deep down, the witness knew then, as he does now, that his testimony 

would not be received. After all, it deals with an event that sprang from the 

 
45 Reynolds, Daniel P (2018) "Chapter 1. Listening to Auschwitz". Postcards from Auschwitz: Holocaust 

Tourism and the Meaning of Remembrance, New York, NY: New York University Press, p58 

 

https://youtu.be/D4dkUoW5ZDI
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darkest zone of man. Only those who experienced Auschwitz know what it 

was. Others will never know”. (E: Elie Wiesel 

Despite his apprehensions, many of the students Jerry spoke to over the years had indeed 

listened very carefully. They responded positively, honestly, even passionately, to his 

presentations both in person and through their typed or handwritten letters of thanks, and 

through their art and poetry written in response to his speeches (Fig 93). One student wrote to 

him: 

“You said that if you could just reach one person, that it would make you feel that 

you told your story for the good. I just wanted to let you know that you did reach 

me”. 

Jerry’s commitment to telling the story of the Holocaust never diminished. “As a Holocaust 

speaker, it has become easier to tell the story” he said in one interview. 
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Fig 93a: Examples of thank you letters from students 
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Fig 93b: Examples of artwork and poetry from students inspired by Jerry’s speeches 
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Formal documentation and recognition 

Jerry was formally interviewed twice about his childhood Holocaust experiences and later life. 

He was first interviewed for the Holocaust Documentation Project of the Canadian Jewish 

Congress on March 17, 1993 (Fig 94).  

Later, Jerry was interviewed for the Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation project 

of the University of Southern California (a project sponsored by the film director Steven 

Spielberg) on October 5, 1995 (Fig 95). Both interviews were originally recorded on 

videotape. We’ve included links so that you can watch or listen to the full interviews. 

 

Jerry’s interview by Canadian Jewish Congress on March 17, 1993 
 

 

Fig 94a: Jerry’s interview by Canadian Jewish Congress on March 17, 1993 

 

https://youtu.be/fRfDGHT8zmk 

Fig 94b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s interview by Canadian Jewish Congress on March 

17, 1993 

https://youtu.be/fRfDGHT8zmk
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Jerry’s interview by USC Shoah Foundation on October 5, 1995 
 

 

Fig 95a: Thank you letter from the USC Shoah Foundation regarding Jerry’s interview on October 5, 1995 
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https://youtu.be/2d4APC0Mldc 

Fig 95b: Listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s interview by USC Shoah Foundation on October 5, 1995 

  

https://youtu.be/2d4APC0Mldc
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As a long-time volunteer Survivor Speaker, Jerry was honoured in perpetuity along with a 

number of other speakers with a beautiful visual exhibit. The display is situated adjacent to the 

old Holocaust Centre in the Lipa Green building at 4600 Bathurst Street in Toronto. For this 

display, Jerry met with photographer Leib Kopman and chose a photo of himself holding a 

picture of his mother while showing his Auschwitz tattoo (Fig 96).  
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Fig 96: Jerry’s ‘Survivor Speaker’ display in the Lipa Green building, Toronto 
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In 2023, the new Toronto Holocaust Museum, which replaced the original Holocaust Centre, 

also honoured Jerry with a new photo and video exhibit (Fig 97). 

 

 

Fig 97: A photo and video exhibit about Jerry in the new Toronto Holocaust Museum, 2023 

 

Jerry was acknowledged in several publications. In their 2000 book, The Children of 

Buchenwald by Judith Hemmendinger and Robert Krell46, the authors included a number of 

photos of Jerry and wrote in the introduction:  

“So, to George Goldbloom (Idel Goldblum), Jerry Kapelus (Jakob Kapelusz) and 

Robbie Waisman (Romek Wajsman) and all the boys, our gratitude - you are an 

inspiration to us all”.  

Jerry was also quoted several times in the 2008 book, Fire Unextinguished by Aviva 

Woznica.47 Notably, talking about the ‘wild boys’ who were liberated from Buchenwald in 

one of his many presentations, Jerry was quoted as saying “Not one delinquent among the 

thousand of us! We had become respected, law-abiding, contributing citizens, wherever we 

went”. 

On May 8, 2008, Jerry was among a group of Holocaust survivors who were honoured by the 

Premier of Ontario in collaboration with the Canadian Society for Yad Vashem. Jerry’s 

 
46 Hemmendinger, Judith and Krell, Robert (2000) The Children of Buchenwald, Jerusalem: Gefen   
47 Woznica, Aviva (2008) Fire Unextinguished Bloomington: Xlibris 
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immediate family joined him in the Ontario Legislature building at Queen’s Park in downtown 

Toronto to celebrate this wonderful tribute (Fig 98).  

In a follow-up letter to Jerry after the ceremony, then-Premier Dalton McGuinty wrote: 

“I felt deeply moved and honoured to present you with a scroll recognizing your 

personal triumph over adversity as a survivor of the Holocaust. Your story – one 

of tremendous courage, great strength of character and determination – bears 

telling and retelling so that its lesson of eternal vigilance against intolerance and 

injustice is never lost”. 
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Fig 98: Jerry honoured with other Holocaust survivors at Queens Park on May 8, 2008 
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Final thoughts 
 

Jerry died at home, surrounded by his family, on Nov 26, 2021 (Kislev 22, 5782) after a 

lengthy illness. He was buried on November 28, 2021, at Pardes Chaim Cemetery in 

Richmond Hill, Ontario. The graveside service was conducted in a snowstorm. A poem, 

written by Elysa, was read aloud. 

 

Some heroes don’t wear capes. 

Some wear numbers tattooed on their arms instead. 

Some wear the hidden scars of a tragic childhood. 

Some heroes don’t fly over cities or run into burning buildings. 

Some heroes light the fires that inspire you to do something great or 

give you the wings so you can fly yourself. 

Some heroes don’t fight criminals. 

Some are gentle and quietly do everything they can to make the 

world a better place. 

Some heroes don’t show their courage through daring feats that 

attract the world’s attention. 

Some show their strength by protecting those they love from the evils 

of the world and by giving them the gift of optimism. 

Some heroes show kindness and compassion when bitterness and 

anger would easily be understood. 

Some heroes have eyes that smile and a heart that speaks wisdom 

and arms that are built to protect. 

Some heroes stand tall and proud with shoulders that their loved 

ones can lean on no matter what. 

Some heroes come into the world for a short time but leave their 

mark forever. 

 

 

We gathered again as a family on May 29, 2022, to unveil Jerry’s memorial stone and to 

celebrate his most amazing life (Fig 99).  
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Fig 99: Jerry’s memorial stone, Pardes Chaim Cemetery, Richmond Hill, Ontario 

 

  



Jerry’s Story 

188 
 

 

So, now you know a little bit more about your grandfather Jerry.  From everything we’ve 

learned, he enjoyed a normal and happy childhood until the start of the Second World War. 

Jerry and his immediate and extended families suffered indescribable heartache and loss 

during the Holocaust. He carried that history silently for many years, doing his best to block it 

out and to protect us all from the trauma. Eventually, Jerry saw the need to speak out against 

Holocaust deniers and purveyors of hatred. He spent most of the rest of his life enjoying his 

family and trying to make the world a better place. He was a dedicated volunteer Holocaust 

educator, and he was honoured for that work. Optimistic and positive by nature, Jerry went on 

to lead a rich, fulfilling, successful and long life. He had many friends and admirers and a 

loving family.  

You, his grandchildren, were our collective gift to him. Despite the nefarious plan to eradicate 

the Jewish people, Jerry found a way not just to survive, but to flourish and extend the family. 

He was the patriarch of three children, five grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren (so 

far!), a total of fourteen Kapelusz decedents. Each of you carries the Kapelusz genes and a 

small bit of his family’s story. 

On Jerry’s memorial stone we inscribed the phrase “a man of integrity and hope” because 

these words best described him. 

 

With love,  

Gary, Stephen, Elysa and Merna 
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Appendix One: List of Figures 
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Fig 7: Kapelusz family listing in the Lodz Ghetto (Am Bach St 9, Apartment 11) 

Fig 8: Jerry’s submission page of testimony about Esther Kapelusz to Yad Vashem, 1977 

Fig 9: Uncle Shlomo Lewkowicz in Palestine is mentioned by Jerry in an interview with the 

US Army on May 8, 1945, prior to leaving Buchenwald concentration camp 

Fig 10a: Uncle Shlomo Lewkowicz, wife and grandson Itzik in Holon, Israel 

Fig 10b: Jerry’s first cousins Sarah and Chana Lewkowicz in Holon, Israel 

Fig 11: Map of Poland showing neighbouring countries 
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Fig 13: Jews wearing Star of David badges in the Lodz Ghetto (Getty Images) 
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Fig 17: A ghetto deportation announcement dated May 4, 1942 
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Fig 18: A photo of Abram Lipski sent to Jerry in 1946 from Manchester, England. The Polish 

inscription translated reads “For memory's sake from Abram to Jakob” 

Fig 19a: The Auschwitz tattoo #B7619 on Jerry’s left arm. 

Fig 19b: List of Auschwitz prisoners ordered by tattoo number 

Fig 20a: A strip of material torn from Jerry’s uniform at Buchenwald showing his prisoner 

number 119807 

Fig 20b: Buchenwald Concentration Camp intake ledger showing Jerry’s tattoo and prisoner 
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Fig 21 The infamous Buchenwald ‘tattoo lampshade’ 

Fig 22 A May Day commemorative badge torn from a German guard’s uniform 

Fig 23: Jewish children leaving Buchenwald Concentration Camp June 8, 1945 

Fig 24: Jewish boys from Buchenwald heading by train to Paris 

Fig 25: Jerry’s interview questionnaire as completed by a US soldier on May 8, 1945, prior to 

leaving Buchenwald concentration camp 

Fig 26: List of orphan children moved from Buchenwald to OSE in Equis, Paris on June 8, 

1945 

Fig 27a: The range of vocational training at OSE (from an OSE magazine, dated 1946) 

Fig 27b: Jerry and colleagues studying dental technology in Paris, 1946 

Fig 27c: The bronze mortar and pestle Jerry used in dental mechanics training 

Fig 28: Jerry’s Federation Membership card dated 1945 

Fig 29: Jerry’s OSE Membership card dated 1946 

Fig 30: In his time at OSE, Jerry was very athletic 

Fig 31: Jerry’s many friends at OSE 

Fig 32: Jerry’s many adventures while living in France 

Fig 33: Jerry’s first cousins Genek and Kiva Kapelusz 

Fig 34a: First cousin Genek, with Miriam and Ruth Kapelus, German DP camp 
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Fig 34b: First cousins Kiva Kapelusz, Genek and Miriam Kapelusz, Irene’s father Jacob 

Anshelewitz, first cousin Irene (Kapelusz Anshelewitz Schwadron), and her husband Joe 

Schwadron, Germany  

Fig 35a: Memorial tile for Rachel Kapelusz Anshelewitz, Miami Beach Holocaust Memorial 

Fig 35b: Memorial plaque for the Kapelus/Anshelevitz families dated Aug 28, 1944, installed 

at Congregation Gates of Prayer synagogue in Metairie, Louisiana 

Fig 36a: Fig 36a: OSE’s ‘Family Regrouping Service’ 

Fig 36b: Examples of advertisement of survivors in a New York Yiddish newspaper 

Fig 37a: Letter of support from Abraham and Lillie Heyman for Jerry’s immigration to 

America, 1945 

Fig 37b: Affidavit of Support from Abraham and Lillie Heyman, 1945 

Fig 37c: Affidavit of Support from Meyer Kuznik, 1945 

Fig 38a: Jerry’s French Identity and Travel Card, issued December 12, 1946 

Fig 38b Letter of attestation for Jerry from OSE teachers, dated Dec 23, 1946 

Fig 38c: OSE letter of attestation on behalf of Jerry, dated February 24, 1947 

Fig 38d: Jerry’s authorization to leave France, dated February 28, 1947 

Fig 39a: Ship manifest for SS George Bancroft, March 1, 1947 

Fig 39b: Jerry’s ship muster card for SS George Bancroft, March 1, 1947 

Fig 39c: Jerry at Bordeaux and aboard the SS George Bancroft 

Fig 40: Visa stamp upon arrival in New York, March 15, 1947 

Fig 41: Declaration of intention, June 20, 1947 

Fig 42: Excerpt from OSE newsletter including news about former ‘jeunes Buchenwaldiens’ 

after emigrating abroad 

Fig 43a: Jerry’s US Social Security Number 

Fig 43b: Jerry’s Alien Reception Receipt Card 

Fig 43c: Jerry’s Selective Service System registration certificate 
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Fig 44: Jerry and Nat Isenberg (in white tank top) in their NYC apartment 

Fig 45a: Employer Identification Card – Rusam Neckware 

Fig 45b: Jerry working at Van Heusen shirt factory in NY 

Fig 46: Jerry’s Board of Education of the City of New York: Evening Elementary Education 

Certificate, January 1948 

Fig 47: Jerry’s New York City evening high school report cards, 1949-1950 

Fig 48: Jerry loved living in NYC 

Fig 49: Societe Culinaire Philanthropique Eighty-Second Annual Charity Ball, Hotel 

Pennsylvania, NY, Jan 17, 1948 

Fig 50: Generic US Selective Service System, Notice of induction, undated 

Fig 51: Fellow Buchenwald Boy Joe Magier in his US Army uniform 

Fig 52: Visa stamp showing Jerry’s first entry into Canada, October 25, 1950 

Fig 53: Letter from Selective Service, December 4, 1950 

Fig 54a: Letter from Selective Service, August 18, 1954 

Fig 54b: Card from Selective Service, September 23, 1954 

Fig 54c: Letter from Selective Service, November 10, 1954 

Fig 55: Jerry’s letter to the US Selective Service, November 15, 1954 

Fig 56: Final letter from the US Selective Service, December 17, 1954 

Fig 57a: Harold, Fanny (Fay) and Merna Davidson in transit to Canada via New York, 1948 

Fig 57b: Merna Davidson (centre of photo) arriving at the port of New York, 1948 

Fig 58: Merna and Jerry dating 

Fig 59a: Merna and Jerry’s wedding invitation 

Fig 59b: Merna and Jerry’s marriage certificate and ketubah 

Fig 59c: Merna and Jerry’s wedding pictures 

Fig 59d: Merna and Jerry with her parents Fay and Harold Davidson 
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Fig 59e: Merna and Jerry’s wedding party 

Fig 59f: Merna and Jerry’s honeymoon in the Laurentian Mountains, Quebec 

Fig 60a: Jerry’s business, Atlas House Furnishings, was registered in Toronto on May 5, 1954 

Fig 60b: Jerry and Atlas House Furnishings listed on Juliet Cres in 1956 Toronto phone 

directory 

Fig 60c: Jerry and Atlas House Furnishings listed on Rustic Road in 1957 Toronto phone 

directory 

Fig 60d: Jerry standing in front of the Davidson’s new house at 475 Rustic Road 

Fig 61a: Jerry’s Certificate of Canadian citizenship July 11, 1956 

Fig 61b: Merna’s Certificate of Canadian citizenship Feb 22, 1962 
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Fig 62b: Jerry listed on Langholm Drive in 1960 Toronto phone directory 
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Fig 64b: Letterhead and business card for Elysa K Fashions 
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Fig 68a: First child, Gary Joel, born in 1955 

Fig 68b: Second child, Stephen Martin, born in 1958 

Fig 68c: Third child, Elysa Ginette Renee, born in 1964 

Fig 68d: Celebrating Gary’s Bar Mitzvah, 1968 
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Fig 68f: Celebrating Gary and Carole’s wedding, 1979 

Fig 68g: Celebrating Elysa and Nazz’s wedding, 1990 
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Fig 69a: Jerry with Aviva 

Fig 69b: Jerry with Daniel 

Fig 69c: Jerry with Aaron 

Fig 69d: Jerry with Frankie 

Fig 69e: Jerry and Alex 

Fig 69f: Jerry with his five grandchildren 
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rituals 
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Fig 71b: Jerry with Zoya Kapelus 

Fig 71c: Jerry and Merna with Elle Rezmovitz 

Fig 71d: Jerry with Zane Kapelus 

Fig 71e: Oliver Kapelus 

Fig 71f: Zara Kapelus 

Fig 71g: Jerry with some of the girls 

Fig 71h: The great grandkids loved him! (on the occasion of Jerry’s 90th birthday) 

Fig 72: Merna and Jerry hosted a LOT of parties 

Fig 73: Merna and Jerry travelled extensively  

Fig 74: Enjoying their winter home in Boca Raton, Florida 

Fig 75: Listen to the Yom HaShoah memorial tribute to Jerry on April 27, 2022 

Fig 76: The Kapelusz family names added to the Pages of Testimony at Yad Vashem in 
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Fig 77: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the Wall of Remembrance at Earl Bales Park 

Fig 78a: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the remembrance wall at the original 

Toronto Holocaust Centre 
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Fig 78b: The Kapelusz family names inscribed on the remembrance wall at the new Toronto 

Holocaust Museum 

Fig 79: Jerry’s memorial stone inscription includes his immediate family, who were never 

properly buried. The Hebrew inscription reads: “Yaakov, son of Gershon and Esther, brother 

of Chaya and David Leib” 

Fig 80: Recognition from State of Israel Bonds, 1965 

Fig 81: Jerry at Yad Vashem, Jerusalem 

Fig 82: Jerry as a SAR-EL volunteer in October/November,1993 

Fig 83: Attending gatherings of Holocaust survivors from Buchenwald and OSE 

Fig 84: Jerry and Israel Meir (Lulek) Lau 

Fig 85a: Jerry and Robbie (Romek) Waisman speaking in Saskatoon, April 1982 

Fig 85b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s first Holocaust speech in 

Saskatoon, April 18, 1982 

Fig 86: Attending the First American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and Their 

Descendants, April 1983, Washington, D.C. 

Fig 87a: Jerry’s initial Holocaust reparation payment received from the German government 

in 1958 

Fig 87b: A rough draft of Jerry’s handwritten bio for a 2013 application for German reparation 

payments 

Fig 88: Jerry’s certificates of achievement in public speaking training spanned over 40 years 

Fig 89a: Letter of appreciation from the Toronto Jewish Congress, 1988 

Fig 89b: Certificate of appreciation for Jerry’s participation as a survivor speaker, 1988 

Fig 89c: Certificate of appreciation for Jerry’s participation as a survivor speaker, 2008 

Fig 89d: Jerry presenting at the annual Holocaust education event at OISE, 1983-2006 

Fig 90: A thank you note to Jerry from students at Thornlea SS 

Fig 91a Jerry speaking to Elysa’s students at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS in 2002 
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Fig 91b: Listen to the audio recording of Jerry speaking to Elysa’s students at Sir Ernest 

MacMillan Sr PS in 2002 

Fig 91c: A thank you note to Jerry from staff at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS April 2, 2003 

Fig 91d: A thank you letter to Jerry from a student at Sir Ernest MacMillan Sr PS April 7, 

2003 

Fig 92a Jerry speaking to students at the North York Public Library for Holocaust Education 

Week on November 4, 2003 

Fig 92b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the 

North York Public Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 4, 2003 

Fig 92c: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the 

North York Public Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 2, 2006 

Fig 92d: Jerry presenting to students at Cardinal Newman Catholic School on Nov 3, 2008 

Fig 92e: Jerry speaking to students at the Forest Hill Public Library for Holocaust Education 

Week on November 1, 2009 

Fig 92f: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s presentation to students at the 

Forest Hill Public Library for Holocaust Education Week on November 1, 2009 

Fig 93a: Examples of thank you letters from students 

Fig 93b: Examples of artwork and poetry from students inspired by Jerry’s speeches 

Fig 94a: Jerry’s interview by Canadian Jewish Congress on March 17, 1993 

Fig 94b: Watch and listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s interview by Canadian Jewish 

Congress on March 17, 1993 

Fig 95a: Thank you letter from the USC Shoah Foundation regarding Jerry’s interview on 

October 5, 1995 

Fig 95b: Listen to the audio recording of Jerry’s interview by USC Shoah Foundation on 

October 5, 1995 

Fig 96: Jerry’s ‘Survivor Speaker’ display in the Lipa Green building, Toronto 

Fig 97: A photo and video exhibit about Jerry in the new Toronto Holocaust Museum, 2023 
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Fig 98: Jerry honoured at Queens Park on May 8, 2008 

Fig 99: Jerry’s memorial stone, Pardes Chaim Cemetery, Richmond Hill, Ontario 
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Appendix Three: Jerry’s handwritten and typed testimonial notes 
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Appendix Four: Jerry’s diary from his volunteer stint at SAR-EL 
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Appendix Five: The visual materials used to support Jerry’s in-

person Holocaust presentations 

 

 

A view of a concentration camp 
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An outside view of a concentration camp 
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The barracks in Auschwitz 
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The crematorium at Buchenwald 
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The outside fence of a concentration camp  
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A gas chamber in a concentration camp 
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A straw sleeping bunk in Buchenwald 
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Jews forced to leave the ghetto 
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Jews forced on to cattle trains, unknowingly heading to concentration camps  



Jerry’s Story 

249 
 

 

 

 

A lampshade ordered to be made of human tattooed skin and other artifacts found by US 

soldiers at Buchenwald 
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A ‘May Day’ badge, torn from the uniform of a German guard in Buchenwald  
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Scrip, valued in Reichsmark, was distributed in Buchenwald concentration camp in Germany. 

While held at the camp, inmates were compelled to work, and a special currency was issued 

to incentivize work output, though the money had no real monetary value. Buchenwald 

operated 134 subcamps and issued two different types of special currency. The canteen 

scrip, seen above, was used in the main camp. Notes were issued in .50-, 1-, 2-, and 3-mark 

denominations.  

Source: https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn524865 
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A replica of the yellow Star of David worn by all Jews in German-occupied countries 
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Jakob Kapelusz and other young survivors of Buchenwald, free at last   
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Jerry and his mother Esther, separated forever at Auschwitz 

 



A man of integrity and hope


