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ANNUAL SPRINGMEETING
Guest Speaker

Dr. Nathan Reiss

TSARS, STALIN,
PERESTROIKA and
JEWISH GRAND-

MOTHERS:
Jewish Immigrants to
Central New Jersey from
the Former Soviet Union

Last year, the JHSCJ received a grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage
Commission to chronicle the lives and experiences of recent Jewish immigrants from the
Former Soviet Union. Join us for an illustrated lecture and hear about the results of our

interviews and research.
Dr. Nathan Reiss, President of the Jewish Historical Society of Central Jersey, is a retired Rutgers professor and
an acclaimed genealogist. He recently published �Some Jewish Families of Hesse and Galicia�, a book that
represents his extensive research of his own family roots.

Sunday, June 3, 2012
1:30 p.m.

Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple
222 Livingston Avenue

New Brunswick, New Jersey

The lecture is free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be served.

Detail of Yiddish writing on the official seal of the 1920s
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic



JewishHistorical Society of Central Jersey      222 LivingstonAvenue     NewBrunswick NJ 08901      (732) 249-4894
2

Contributors:
Marilyn Millet Goldberg
Dr. Nathan Reiss

GraphicArtist Deborah Cohn

President Nathan M. Reiss
Vice President Harvey Hauptman
Treasurer Susan Marchand

EDITORIALSTAFF JHSCJOFFICERS
CONTENTS

ALabor of Love ..................
Annual Spring Meeting
Donations......................
Editorial Page................ ...
JHSCJLecture Series........
Membership News...
Noah�s Second Landing.......
Speakers Bureau....................
Tributes...................................

.......Page 3
................Page 1
..............Page 4
..............Page 2
..........Page 2

..................Page 4
.....Page 5
.....Page 4
....Page 4

President�s Message
Wewill shortly be completing the first phase of our project documenting the experiences of immigrants from the Former
Soviet Union, funded by the Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Middlesex County Cultural and
Heritage Commission. The interviews have been extremely interesting and informative.We believe that the information
and materials that we have gathered will become an important part of Central New Jersey�s Jewish history. We are now at
a point where we can disseminate the products of our research. We invite you to be present for our �debut presentation�
at our Society�s SpringMeeting on June 3. Thereafter, the lecture, as well as a traveling exhibit, will be available to
libraries, synagogues, JCCs, etc. We hope that you�ll be able to attend the Spring Meeting, and that you�ll recommend the
lecture and the traveling exhibit to organizations that you think will be interested in it.

The Jewish Historical Society is pleased to announce its new Facebook page, which you can find at www.facebook.com/
pages/Jewish-Historical-Society-of-Central-Jersey/159700780815284. We are in the process of posting some interest-
ing photos and other material from our extensive collection, as well as links to Jewish historical and genealogical sites that
are relevant to central New Jersey. The Facebook page is also a forum for dialog concerning the Jewish history of Central
Jersey. When you visit our site, please �Like� us (that is, press the �Like� button) and recommend the site to persons
who you think will find it of interest. You don�t need to have a Facebook account to access the page.

Dr. Nathan Reiss

American Jewish Experience Lecture Series

June 11 Dr. Marcia Midler
EmmaGoldman: Jewish Radical Icon

July 9 DeborahCohn
Eavesdropping onHistory: The Year 1885 as

Reported by the JewishPress
August 13 Dr. MildredGoodwin

Samuel Goldwyn: Hollywood�s Last Tycoon
Sept. 10 HarveyHauptman

JewishRadioBroadcasters
*Oct. 15 Bertram Busch

JewishGoodHumor: Better Than Ice Cream
Nov. 12 Rabbi Eliot Malomet

To be announced

June 20 Dr. Marcia Midler
EmmaGoldman: Jewish Radical Icon

July 18 DeborahCohn
Eavesdropping onHistory: The Year 1885 as

Reported by the JewishPress
August 15 HarveyHauptman

JewishRadioBroadcasters
Sept. 5* Dr. MildredGoodwin

Samuel Goldwyn: Hollywood�s Last Tycoon
Oct. 17 Bertram Busch

JewishGoodHumor: Better Than Ice Cream
Nov. 21 Rabbi Eliot Malomet

To be announced

MonroeTownship Jewish Center
(Etz Chaim)

11Cornell Drive,MonroeTownship

Highland Park Conservative Temple
201 South 3rdAvenue, Highland Park
*Note date change for September

TheAmerican Jewish Experience Lecture series is off to a great start.Please note that the date for the
September meeting in Highland Park has been changed.
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A LABOR OF LOVE
By Marilyn Millet Goldberg

Bythe late19th century,PerthAmboy,NJwasahighly
industrialized city that offered excellent economic
opportunities tohard-working ambitious immigrants
fromDenmark, Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia,
Italy, Russia,Austria, Ireland, etc.Among these di-
versified individualswereEasternEuropeanJewswho
settled in PerthAmboy sometimebetween1885 and
1920.TheJewishcommunitygrewquicklyas thecity
prospered.

My grandparents came to Perth Amboy from
Ostryna, a villagewhich at one time or anotherwas
part of Russia, Poland andLithuania in about 1908.
Mymotherwas bornon theLowerEast Side ofNew
York, but her sister and two brothers were born in
PerthAmboy aswas I.My family life and history is
deeply rooted in Perth Amboy. I have wonderful
memories of growingup there.

While attendingaPerthAmboyHighSchool reunion
about twelve years ago, a classmate by the name of
JoanSeguineLeVine approachedme. She askedme
if I would bewilling to help herwithwriting a book
about the JewishCommunity. I becamevery excited
about the prospect of a book beingwritten about the
community inwhich Iwas raised. Weput together a
group of former PerthAmboy people and began the
work on the book.

I beganmy research at the JewishHistorical Society
of Central Jersey, inNewBrunswick, where I spent
manyhoursgoing through the files andboxesof their
amazing collection. While going through a folder
marked 1912-1920, I came upon a typed document
with the heading that the following individuals had
donatedmoneyfor thepurchaseofamotorizedhearse
to be used for Jewish funerals. Looking through the
document, I sawmygrandfather�s signaturedonating
$1.00.Most of the donations ranged from $1.00 to
$5.00. Thatwas a lot ofmoney in those days. Some
of themorewealthy people donatedmore.Needless
to say, this was an exciting find for me. The Perth
AmboyPublicLibrary,whereIalsospentmanyhours,
providedmewithmuch information.

For one reason or another, after a couple of years the
project fell through, until Dr.Mona Shangold heard
about it and we got back into the research.We have
collected well over 600 photos through the years.
People have sent uswonderful stories and photos of
their grandparents and great grandparents.We have
donemanyoral interviewswith someof the �old tim-
ers�of PerthAmboy, and families have honored their
heritagebysponsoringfamily tributepages.These trib-
ute pages have been the primary fundraising for the
book.We recently invitedPerthAmboybusinesses to
sponsor business tribute pages aswell.

Ourauthor,RobertSpector,washimself raised inPerth
Amboy.He is the author of several books about busi-
nesses such as �TheNordstromWay,�whichwas on
theNYTimes best seller list. He has kindly donated
his time and talent to write this book. Jane Sanders
Leal, Joan Sher Meister, Norma Witkin, Rhoda
ReitmanJuskowandothershavebeendeeply involved
in this project.WithoutDr.Shangold�s leadership, this
bookmay not have beenwritten.

After all these years of working on the book, we ex-
pect it to be published by the end of the year.Wewill
be offering a pre-publication sale of the book shortly.

A theme that runs throughout the bookmanuscript is
that thePerthAmboy Jewish community alwaysgen-
erously gave their time andmoney to helping others.
Theybuilt synagogues,aYMHA,religiousschoolsand
more, and all of their good deeds contributed to im-
proving the quality of life in the city. Itwas this com-
munity spirit that inspiredourgroup tocreate thisbook
in order to memorialize the Perth Amboy Jewish
community�scontributions. Forme, thishas trulybeen
a labor of love, and I look forward to people reading
thebook to enjoy thehistory, stories andphotographs.
Marilyn Millet Goldberg was born and raised in Perth
Amboy, where her parents were members of Congregation
Beth Israel and later of Congregation Shaarey Tefiloh.
She now lives in Monroe Township, where she is an editor
of the monthly newsletter for The Ponds and volunteers
for ORT . For more information , contact Marilyn at 609-
655-2351 or jaymarilyn@aol.com.
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TRIBUTES
From To Occasion

RuthM. Patt HazelRabinowitz InmemoryofDanielLubeck
RuthM. Patt Ada&LewBloomand family InmemoryofLibbySadwith
Harvey&FlipHauptman RuthRockoff InmemoryofAlvinRockoff
EdgarRosenberg InmemoryofEstelleRosenberg
Adelaide&TerryBrenner Mr.A. Spitz Inmemory of JoyceSpitz
Adelaide&TerryBrenner ElizabethRoth InmemoryofSelmaEron
IrmaRockoff RuthM. Patt RefuahShelaymah
Debbie& Joe Cohn BerniceBernsetein&family InmemoryofDr.EugeneBernstein
RuthM. Patt BerniceBernstein&family InmemoryofDr.EugeneBernstein
EdithNeimark BerniceBernstein&family InmemoryofDr.EugeneBernstein
Jerry&DorisKahnGunsher BerniceBernstein&family InmemoryofDr.EugeneBernstein
GloriaCohn BerniceBernstein&family InmemoryofDr.EugeneBernstein
Harvey&FlipHauptman BerniceBernstein&family InmemoryofDr.EugeneBernstein

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

LillianLeifer
Thank You for Renewing at the

Patron Level
Mr.&Mrs.Melvin Shure

Our thanks are extended to Phil Cantor and Mildred Goodwin, who continue to represent the JHSCJ
Speakers Bureau. In the past few months, Phil has spoken to the Greater Monroe Chapter of ORT, the
Monroe Township chapter of Hadassah, and the JCC of Middlesex County in Edison. Mildred Goodwin
spoke in November to the National Council of JewishWomen in Clearbrook on the subject of �Famous and
Infamous Jewish Characters in Literature.� Contact the JHSCJ Speakers Bureau the next time your
organization is planning a program.

SPEAKERS BUREAU

DONATIONS
We thank the following Life Members for their continued support:

Lew & Ada Bloom
Joe and Debbie Cohn
Stanley & Arlene Ferman
Sheldon & Barbara Freidenreich
VivianGoldfarb
Jerry & Doris Kahn Gunsher
Renee and Herman Harris
Karma Foundation

Lee & Elaine Livingston
Larry & Elizabeth McCandlish
Kurt & Barbara Nathan
Edith Neimark
Ruth Marcus Patt
Nathan & Rose Reiss
Irma Rockoff
Ruth Rockoff
Joan Sassenoff

Susan Schwirck
Edna Sherber
Selma Shure
Florence Stein
Donald & Elaine Gordon Sulam
GoldieTaub
Charles & Georgie Weiner
Adelaide Zagoren

THANK YOU
to FrancineDerman andCarolyn and JackKurland for their donations to the

JewishHistorical Society ofCentral Jersey

The JHSCJ is grateful for the generous support of
the Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation

Welcome to our New Member

Mrs.BerniceBernstein
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Noah was
convinced that
America�s Indians
were one of the
Ten Lost Tribes of

Israel .

In the Niagara River between Buffalo, N.Y. and Canada sits
Grand Island. On a pedestal at Grand Island Town Hall sits a
cornerstone engraved with the Sh�ma in Hebrew and the
following inscription:

ARARAT
ACity of Refuge for the Jews

Founded byMordecai Manuel Noah
in the month of Tizri 5586 Sept. 1825

and in the 50th Year ofAmerican Independence

What was this place,Ararat, and who wasMordecai Manuel
Noah?

Born in Philadelphia in 1785 toGerman-Jewish and Sephardic
parents, Noah pursued simultaneous careers in journalism
and politics. At age 26, Noah petitioned Secretary of State
Robert Smith to grant him a consular position, with a not-so-
subtle reminder that the appointment of a Jew to the diplo-
matic corps would favorably impress Jew-
ish voters and �prove to foreign powers
that our government is not regulated in
the appointment of their officers by reli-
gious distinction.� Noah was subse-
quently appointed as consul to Riga and
then Tunis. Later, Noah was elected sher-
iff of New York City, appointed surveyor
of the city�s port and made a judge of its
Court of General Sessions. His position as
editor of six different secular NewYork newspapers over the
years assured him of a platform.

In theArarat project, Noah�s service to world Jewry and his
personal advancement came together as he proclaimed the
Zionist future. Noah declared in 1818, �Never were prospects
for the restoration of the Jewish nation to their ancient rights
and dominion more brilliant than they are at present. There
are seven million of Jews�throughout the
world�possessing more wealth, activity, influence, and tal-
ents, than any body of people of their number on earth�
They will march in triumphant numbers, and possess them-
selves once more of [Palestine], and take their rank among
the governments of the earth.� In 1820, he began private
negotiations to purchase Grand Island, then completely un-
developed, as a temporary �New Jerusalem�where Jews could
safely await repossession of their ancient Holy Land.

Grand Island stood where the Erie Canal, then under con-
struction, would enter the Niagara River. Noah hoped to at-
tract Jewish merchants and bankers from France and Ger-
many who would see the commercial opportunities in the
project and Eastern European Jews who sought farmland.
After five years, Noah finally raised the funds to purchase a
portion of the island for his colony.

Had Noah simply sought to re-sell land on Grand Island to
his co-religionists, he would have differed little from other

land speculators of his time. However, Noah had far more
grandiose ambitions than mere profit, as the inaugural cer-
emonies atArarat revealed.

To accommodate the large inaugural crowd, Noah rented a
Buffalo church. Cannoneers fired a salute and Seneca Chief
Red Jacket arrived by boat (Noah was convinced that
America�s Indians were one of the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel.)
Then Noah made his theatrical entrance. Historian Jonathan
Sarna describes Noah�s dramatic garb: �Resplendent in a Ri-
chard III costume, complete with a gold medallion neck
chain�all lent by the Park Theater�Noah assumed his role
as [self-proclaimed] �Judge of Israel.�� After an ecumenical
service led by a Protestant minister, Noah issued his �Procla-
mation to the Jews,� which established Ararat as a city of
Jewish refuge, proclaimed the government of �the Jewish
Nation �under the auspices and protection of the constitu-

tion and laws of the United States of
America� and declared Noah�s status as a
�Judge of Israel.��Noah called on each Jew
in the world to be taxed �three sheckels of
silver� to support the government of the
Jewish Nation, and for the Paris Jewish
Consistory to elect a Judge of Israel every
four years�after Noah had finished his
self-appointed term.

Noah�s presumption caused a firestorm of
protest and ridicule, not least from some fellow Jews. Isaac
Harby, a Jewish newspaper editor in Charleston, accused
Noah of arrogating the role of the authentic Messiah, who
some day would �lead [the Jewish people] to New Jerusalem
and not to New York.� The secular press labeled Noah an
opportunistic land speculator attempting to defraud his co-
religionists of their savings.

In the end,Ararat failed to attract any settlers.Apparently, in
a democratic society with an open frontier, no European or
American Jew felt the need to live as Noah�s colonist. Be-
cause he could not afford recruiters abroad, Noah�s colony
had little chance of attracting European Jewry. Worse, the
grand rabbi of Paris ridiculed Noah�s plan. Before the end of
1825, Noah was advising his friends not to invest in Ararat;
in 1833, his share of unpopulated Grand Island was sold to a
timber investor.

All that remains of Noah�s Zionist dream today is Ararat�s
cornerstone. Despite the fiasco, Noah continued as an influ-
ential spokesperson for American Jewry. Almost 175 years
later, much of his vision has come to fruition. Noah�s asser-
tions that a Jewish nation must be reestablished in the Holy
Land and thatAmerica must play a special part in that resto-
ration foreshadowed the role ofAmerican Jewry in the twen-
tieth-century developed of Jewish nationhood.
Reprinted with permission from the American Jewish
Historical Society.
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For your convenience, this form is for your tributes.

TO: N a m e :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

A d d r e s s : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

FROM: N a m e : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

A d d r e s s : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Enc losed :  $__________

 I n  h o n o r  o f :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

 I n  m e m o r y   o f :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   O t h e r :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Major featured articles and events from this newsletter are available on our
web site: www.jewishgen.org/jhscj approximately two weeks before it reaches you by mail.




