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“There are no words to describe the joy of fulfillment
JewishGen has provided me.” – Marilen Pitler
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Part 1: Message from the Staff
Dear Friends,
JewishGen enjoyed another great year in 2014. We added nearly one million new records
to our collection, and facilitated multiple success stories (some of which are mentioned in
this report). At the same time, we made significant website improvements and have
begun the process of a major upgrade that will dramatically improve the speed when
searching our databases.
But above all, there is no doubt that our most important strength ⎼ and what we are most
proud of ⎼ are the hundreds of volunteers who help JewishGen on a daily basis.
These volunteers, many of whom also have full time jobs, believe in JewishGen’s mission,
and devote themselves to their tasks in ways that are truly remarkable.
Consider people like Susana Leistner Bloch (KehilaLinks) who are “officially” retired, yet
say that they are working harder now than they ever did in the professional world!
Others, like Vivian Kahn (Hungarian SIG) will often quip that she still works so that she
can “support her Jewish genealogy passion!” And then there are the volunteers who will
literally push their physical limits, such as Marshall Katz (Sub-Carpathia SIG) who, in an
effort to obtain pictures of the gravestones from the cemetery in Ust’-Chorna, literally
crossed a river on a high wire!
In this regard, we were also extremely proud to recognize Gary Sandler as our 2014
Volunteer of the Year. While we formally thanked him at the 2014 IAJGS Conference
(which took place in Salt Lake City, UT), we would be remiss if we did not take this
opportunity to emphasize what an important role Gary plays within our organization.
Indeed, when we consider how many areas of JewishGen Gary is involved with, such as
ViewMate, system security, email protocols, and networking (among others); and when
we also consider how many times we have relied on him to resolve issues that might have
cost us thousands of dollars had we hired a contractor, it really is overwhelming, and we
are truly grateful. Not in jest, have we often wished that we could simply “clone Gary.”
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2014 Volunteer of the Year – Gary Sandler
Throughout this report, we have attempted to highlight the contributions of other
volunteers as well, and we hope you will enjoy reading about them in the special
“volunteer spotlight” sections that are interspersed throughout this report.
We must also thank you, our loyal supporters, for the remarkable growth in funding that
JewishGen has experienced in recent years. From 2008, when we developed and
implemented a new strategic fundraising plan, through 2014, support of JewishGen has
grown by an unbelievable rate, and allowed us to operate within our budget for six
consecutive years.
More people are donating than ever before, and this is a direct result of the work our
volunteers are doing, and the fact that people who use and depend on our site will try to
support it the best they can.
In 2014, JewishGen received more than 8,700 contributions from more than 7,500
donors throughout the world. While some gifts surpassed $1,000 (and we wish to thank
the anonymous donor who contributed $20,000 on the last day of the year), and others
were as modest as $5, each was significant and made a difference. At the same time,
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people continued to include JewishGen in their bequests, and more people took
advantage of our automatic monthly giving programs (see p.54 for more information).
With the help of our volunteers, and financial support from donors throughout the world,
we are confident that no matter the challenges (and there are certainly many), the future
is bright for JewishGen. We remain passionate and committed to our ultimate mission of
“preserving our history for future generations.”
Finally, we would love to hear from you. If you have any ideas, suggestions, questions,
comments, or even criticism (but not too much!), please contact us anytime by sending
an email to info@JewishGen.org.
Sincerely,
The JewishGen Staff

Warren Blatt
(California)
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Part 2: Who We Are
ABOUT US
JewishGen, a non-profit organization affiliated with the Museum of Jewish Heritage – A
Living Memorial to the Holocaust, was founded in 1987 and provides amateur and
professional genealogists the ability to research their Jewish family history and heritage.
JewishGen’s website is purposely designed to provide a simple and easy interface, and is
offered as a free public service. We are primarily driven by volunteers, with more than
1,000 active volunteers throughout the world who contribute to our ever growing
collection of databases, resources and search tools.
JewishGen has become the central online destination for Jewish Genealogical research,
with more than 500,000 registered users worldwide, and more than 22 million Jewish
records, hundreds of translated Yizkor (memorial) books, research tools, family finders,
educational classes, historical components and other resources.

OUR MISSION
To encourage the preservation of Jewish heritage, allowing anyone with Jewish ancestry
to research their roots, connect with relatives, and learn about their family history.
This mission will be accomplished by:




Obtaining records, information, and tools that will be valuable for Jewish ancestral
research;
Maintaining an online community for family researchers to connect with relatives
and like-minded individuals; and
Ensuring the JewishGen website continues to offer its resources in an easily
searchable and understandable format.
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Part 3: Resources & Databases
COMMUNITIES DATABASE
The JewishGen Communities Database unifies and links together all of JewishGen’s
resources about each Jewish community throughout the world. It contains information
for more than 6,000 communities, along with Jewish population figures, historical town
names and jurisdictions, inset maps, and links to JewishGen resources.

Example of a JewishGen Communities Database Locality Page

For more information, please visit:
http://www.JewishGen.org/communities/search.asp
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DISCUSSION GROUPS
The JewishGen Discussion Groups provide thousands of researchers throughout the
world with the opportunity to connect, ask questions, exchange information and learn
from others. As with the entire JewishGen site, there is no charge to participate in these
groups.
There are currently 35 active discussion groups, organized by topic and geographical
interest, with more than 10,000 total subscribers. Perhaps most importantly, an archive
of all 100,000+ previous message postings to the JewishGen Discussion Group and SIG
Discussion Groups since 1993 may be searched on the Web.
In addition to research, the Discussion Groups and its archive are a fantastic way of
connecting with other users. It is best described by JewishGen user Tony Hausner, who
wrote: “As a result of the posting of my story on JewishGen last year, I have been
contacted by two cousins, whom I did know before!”
The Discussion Groups are managed by Dick Plotz. For more information, please
visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/JewishGen/DiscussionGroup.htm

FAMILY TREE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE (FTJP)
The Family Tree of the Jewish People (FTJP) is designed to centralize the collection of
Jewish family trees, while providing a powerful resource to connect individuals
researching the same Jewish family branches.
As a result of the tremendous demand, our current FTJP software has reached its physical
limitations, thus we have been unable to easily process new data. In 2015, JewishGen will
re-launch a new and improved FTJP, which will feature a dynamic tree display and
enhanced search options.
For more information, please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/gedcom

JEWISHGEN FAMILY FINDER (JGFF)
The JewishGen Family Finder (JGFF) is a compilation of surnames and towns currently
being researched by over 100,000 Jewish genealogists worldwide. The JGFF is a
networking tool which allows people to connect with others who are researching similar
names or towns. Users can view the town and family names that other people are
researching and contact them if there are similar interests.
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To help create more powerful searches, the JGFF, and all other JewishGen databases,
incorporates soundex and phonetic matching technology. For example, when searching
for the last name of Eisenberg, it is possible that the name might also be spelled
Ayzenberg or Isenberg, and these search tools will locate alternative spellings based on
pronunciation.
In addition, the Frequently Asked Questions about the JGFF are available in English,
Spanish, French, Russian and Hebrew. As of December 2014, the JGFF contains more than
539,000 entries and is searched more than one million times per year.
To illustrate how useful the JGFF can be, please read about the success Barbara Lichtman
Tayar had with the JGFF (and other resources):

JGFF SUCCESS STORY
Cousins Connect From Around the World!
By Barbara Lichtman Tayar
March 2014
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA
Around Mother's Day 2011, I was looking through some old papers my mother had
given me that had come from my grandmother, Goldie/Olga Diamond, who had married
Chaim (Hyman/Charlie) Zaslow (Zaslavsky). On the application for civil marriage the name
of my maternal great-grandmother appeared as Dora Hummel. This was the first time in
my then 57 years that I had ever heard the Hummel name. This began my search.
I went to JewishGen.org and, knowing the family was from Latvia, looked at the
Family Finder database and found three others looking for Hummels: Loretta Weingel-Fidel
from Manhattan; Esther Hummel from Israel via Uppington, South Africa; and Melanie
Hummel Burke from Georgia via South Africa. Based on the information they provided, it
was clear they were all cousins. Melanie and Esther already knew each other—they are first
cousins. I still didn't know how I fit in but they all mentioned they knew they had relatives in
Kentucky.
I then Googled "Jewish Hummel Kentucky". What came up was an obituary listing
the surviving son as Dennis Hummel, Esq. That was easy enough. Googled Dennis and found
his law firm and of course emailed him immediately. He was thrilled and remembered a visit
from a South African relative in the 1960s, who turned out to be Esther's father, Abe
Hummel. We still weren't sure how Loretta fit in but knew it was a piece of the puzzle which
would certainly be found.
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It took quite some time to confirm my connection to these Hummels but Loretta and
I, with great determination and perseverance, searched through all the records on
JewishGen, including the Latvia Databases, as well as Ancestry.com—and any other
genealogy sites we could find. Loretta had done a tremendous amount of research prior to
us ever connecting and had years’ worth of finds as well as audio tapes from her mother
about her family.
Bingo!
Through her research, and other online documentation, we found that the common
ancestor was their great-great-grandfather, Abram Hummel, making them third cousins.
Loretta's great-grandfather, Moses Behr, was his son as was Vulf Hummel, the greatgrandfather of my other mentioned cousins. My great-great-grandfather was
Beynos/Beines/Benjamin Hummel, father of Dora— I found his name on her gravestone.
Beynos Hummel and Abram Hummel were brothers, making us fourth cousins. The South
African branch of the family and Dennis Hummel are second cousins, sharing Wulf Hummel
as their great-grandfather. We also found that Beynos and Abram had two other brothers,
Itzig and Hirsch/Girsch.
In July 2012, Loretta and husband Gary from Manhattan, and Dennis and wife Judy
from Louisville, came to Philadelphia for all of us to meet. They stayed at my home and
several Philadelphia cousins, all descendants of Dora Hummel, gathered for our first "family
union". I also have a home in Israel and have now met Esther there several times. Esther,
along with Melanie from Georgia, Skyped in to our Philadelphia gathering so all of us could
meet. It was as if we had known each other all our lives.
In addition to Esther, Loretta's first cousin Mira now lives in Israel where she
emigrated in the 1960s from Riga, Latvia. Mira's mother was one of the only Hummel
descendants (her mom was a Hummel, married to Hirschfeld), who returned after hiding
during the war to find most of her family had perished.
Yet another cousin appeared last year. He contacted Loretta through her posting on
JewishGen’s Family Finder looking for Hummel as well as Hirschfield descendants from
Talsi, Latvia. Andrew Glasser from Australia is a descendant of Itzig Hummel, our greatgreat-grandfathers’ brother. Loretta and I had found a document listing Mina Hummel
married to Paul Glaser who together moved to Australia from Talsi, Latvia in the late 1800s
but we didn't know the exact connection. Now we learned that Mina was the daughter of
Itzig—and we added another cousin to our growing group!
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While in Israel in 2012, Esther and I began to plan for a family reunion. Esther's
father, Abe, is deceased but her mom and three other siblings all live in Toronto. In July
2013, 39 Hummel descendants met in Toronto—many of us meeting for the first time.
Hummel cousins arrived from as far away as Israel, Australia, and South Africa. From the
US, we came from New York, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Virginia, Georgia, Illinois and Florida.
It was an amazing weekend, enjoyed by all. Some of the comments we shared after
the reunion include: “My head is spinning with all this information about the family…this
was one of the most exciting things that has happened to me.” “Fantastic. I think everyone is
still in awe from the weekend.” “I am still basking in the joy of our weekend in Toronto.
Meeting and spending time with all of you was truly very special and it's a weekend I shall
never forget.”

Hummel Family Reunion – July 2013 – Toronto, Canada
I know there are descendants of relatives in France and most probably Germany, but
we have not been able to make contact with any of them. There are Hummels listed on
JewishGen from Germany and we assume they may be somehow related.
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During that first gathering in Philadelphia, I heard from Herb Gordon, a
Philadelphia second cousin, that our grandmothers’ family name was originally Berghaus,
changed to Diamond after they arrived in Philadelphia. I had never heard that name and as
a result was finally able to find the ship manifests of my grandmother and her entire family,
except for her brother, who I only knew had died during the war in France. Only recently,
Loretta found a listing for Zelik Berghaus who had perished in Auschwitz. The Yad Vashem
site indicates that Zelik was the son of Dora Hummel and Hirsch Berghaus.
Unfortunately, there were many Hummels who perished during the Holocaust.
Though many branches of our tree have been cut off, we continue to grow. It seems the
more information we find the more questions arise, but thanks to JewishGen this has been a
fascinating journey and we treasure our new family connections.
You can be the next JGFF Success story! For more information, please visit:
http://www.JewishGen.org/jgff

GAZETTEER
The JewishGen Gazetteer is a database containing the names of nearly one million
localities within 54 countries in Europe, North Africa, the Middle East, and Central Asia.
This data is based on the U.S. Board on Geographic Names databases.
For each locality, the search results display:
•
The place’s name(s), with the native name in bold
•
The coordinates — latitude and longitude
•
Links to maps
•
Country — the country in which the locality is located today
•
Distance/Direction from reference point
•
10 mile radius — a link to display all places within a 10 mile radius
How is the Gazetteer useful? Presume that you know that your grandfather came from a
town called Ostroleka, which you think was near Lomza. If you do a JewishGen Gazetteer
search, the Gazetteer will locate six towns in Poland named Ostroleka — how do you
know to which one your grandfather was referring?
To anyone with any familiarity with Polish-Jewish geography, it’s obvious. By analogy,
there are more than 30 towns in the USA named Brooklyn — but when a Jew tells you
that his father lived in Brooklyn, you know which one it is. Yes, it is remotely possible
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that they’re referring to Brooklyn, Montana or Brooklyn, Kentucky — but in all likelihood,
they’re referring to Brooklyn, New York.
Likewise, it’s obvious which Ostroleka a Polish Jew would be referring to. Experts at
JewishGen have identified the Jewish communities as part of the JewishGen Communities
Database project, and these communities are now marked in the JewishGen Gazetteer.
The following chart clarifies the differences between the “JewishGen Gazetteer” and the
“JewishGen Communities Database”:

For more information, please visit:
http://www.JewishGen.org/Communities/LOCTown.asp
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HOLOCAUST DATABASE
JewishGen’s Holocaust Database is a collection of databases containing information about
Holocaust victims and survivors. It contains more than two million entries, from more
than 150 component datasets, including:









The Aufbau Database: Names of over 33,000 Holocaust survivors, published in the
German-language newspaper Aufbau in New York, 1944-1946.
Dachau Inmates - Possessions upon Entry: A list of 2,800+ inmates of Dachau
Concentration Camp, and their possessions.
Dachau Concentration Camp Records: Data on 150,000 prisoners, from captured
German documents.
Jewish "Training" Centers in Germany: 1,800 names of Jewish youth, 1934-1938.
Brest Ghetto Passport Archive: Identity papers of over 12,000 people in the ghetto
of Brest-Litovsk, from Soviet archives.
Łodz Ghetto Hospital Deaths: Over 14,000 deaths recorded in hospitals in the
Łodz Ghetto, Nov 1941 thru Jun 1944.
Mauthausen/Gusen Death Book: Names of 38,206 who were imprisoned and died
at Mauthausen and/or other nearby sub-camps.
Schindler's Lists: Names of 1,980 inmates in Oscar Schindler's factories in
Plaszow, Poland and Brunnlitz, Czechoslovakia.

The Holocaust Database is managed by Nolan Altman. For more information,
please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/Databases/Holocaust/

JEWISHGEN ONLINE WORLDWIDE BURIAL REGISTRY (JOWBR)
The JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry (JOWBR) is a database of names and
other identifying information from Jewish cemeteries and burial records worldwide,
from the earliest records to the present.
It is a compilation of two linked databases: a database of burial records, and a database of
information about each particular cemetery. JOWBR's aim is to catalog extant data about
Jewish cemeteries and burial records worldwide. Photographs of the gravestones
(matzevot) are also included in this database.
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In 2014, JOWBR added 226,844 new records to its online database, including more than
70,000 photos from 760 cemeteries in 21 countries worldwide. Overall, JOWBR contains
more than 2.3 million burial records from approximately 5,000 cemeteries in 104
countries throughout the world.

Volunteer Spotlight: Eric Feinstein
For the past three and a half years Eric Feinstein has been integral to the continuing
success of JOWBR. Eric is a data donor, locator of source information, and coordinator of
other data entry volunteers. His ability to find and communicate with Jewish community
leaders outside of the United States has helped JewishGen expand its coverage to many
new countries.
Eric has recently become the coordinator for French-SIG's growing access to French
burial records. He has also been able to include Jewish veteran burials outside of the
United States.
Thank you Eric for all you have done and continue to do!
The JOWBR project is managed by Nolan Altman. For more information, please
visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/Databases/Cemetery/

15

JEWISHGEN 2014 REVIEW
MEMORIAL PLAQUES PROJECT

Example of typical Memorial Plaque found in many Synagogues
The JewishGen Memorial Plaques Project (MPP) is a database of names and other
identifying information from Jewish synagogue and memorial records worldwide.
In 2014, the MPP added 40,409 new records to its online database, including 24,857
photos from 54 synagogues and other institutions. Overall, the MPP contains 75,547
records and 46,564 photos from 111 synagogues and other institutions.

Volunteer Spotlight: The JGS of Greater Boston
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The Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston (JGSGB) is the leading contributor to
JewishGen’s Memorial Plaques Database. The project has been a major undertaking for
the Society for the last five years and has given its members an opportunity to participate
in the cooperative ethic that characterizes the world of Jewish genealogy.
The project started with Carol Clingan’s research into how many synagogues currently
operate in Massachusetts and how many may have closed over the years due to mergers
or other reasons. A dedicated group of volunteers was assembled to photograph plaques
through the efforts of Carol and David Rosen, along with photographers Al Bernstein and
Sue Rosenstrauch.
David continues to coordinate the project in addition to prepare spreadsheets,
transliterate information and work directly with JewishGen. JGSGB’s goal of
photographing, transliterating and transcribing the Yahrzeit plaques across the state, is
to make the data and photos available to researchers worldwide through the JewishGen
Memorial Plaques Database.
We recognize JGSGB’s continuing work and hope that their work will inspire other Jewish
genealogy and historical societies to mobilize similar projects in their communities to
expand resources for genealogists worldwide.
The Memorial Plaques Project is managed by Nolan Altman.
For more information, please visit:
http://www.JewishGen.org/Databases/Memorial

KEHILALINKS
KehilaLinks aims to create virtual Yizkor Books online, where anyone with an interest in
a place where Jews have lived can commemorate that community. To accomplish this, an
individual web page with information, pictures, databases, and links to sites that provide
additional information is created for each place. KehilaLinks is not confined to
Ashkenazim (descendants of eastern European Jews); it is open to Sephardim
(descendants of Jews from Spain and Portugal), Mizrachim (the Middle East, North Africa
and the Caucuses) and Jewish immigrant communities and neighborhoods.
As of December 2014, KehilaLinks numbered 833 websites, including 123 new ones and
106 new sites in progress. There are more than 20 volunteers who help organize and
design pages.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Sam Glaser
We would like to spotlight Sam Glaser, who has been a dedicated volunteer for the
KehilaLinks project since 2002. Sam helps create KehilaLinks webpages and also helps to
update those pages which are in need of a redesign. He responds quickly and is receptive
to the ideas of the webpage owner while, at the same time, imparting his unique style.
His work helps those who do not have the technical skills to make sure that our
communities are commemorated and the memory and way of life of the Jewish people
who once lived there is preserved for future generations of their descendants.
Thank you, Sam!
The KehilaLinks project is managed by Susana Leistner Bloch and Barbara Ellman.
For more information, please visit: http://www.KehilaLinks.JewishGen.org
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EDUCATION

Phyllis Kramer, VP for Education, teaching a course at an IAJGS Conference
JewishGen is delighted to offer online interactive courses in Jewish genealogy, to help you
organize your information and begin to trace your ancestral roots. Our two week courses
are text based and offer self-paced exercises for each topic. Longer courses feature, in
addition to the "lectures", a personal mentoring program via our Forum. Students are
encouraged to post one ancestral branch (one surname), set goals for their research, and
work with the instructor to research that branch.
Opportunities for questions and answers are provided via forums. All courses are tuition
based and require enrollment. In 2014, the following courses were updated, and made
available, at no charge, to JewishGen Genners who qualified for Value Added Services:
•
Basic 1 – Search Strategies
•
Basic 2 – Exploring JewishGen
•
Basic 3 – Getting Organized
•
Basic 4 – Cite Your Sources
In total, JewishGen offered 15 classes and taught 312 students.
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Volunteer Spotlight – Nancy Siegel
Since 2009, Nancy Siegel has edited the Success! Stories publication, which is part of our
educational outreach. These stories showcase the many resources of JewishGen and
inspire as well as inform all who read them. There are amazing accounts of Holocaust
survivors reunited after many years, the less dramatic but always joyful and emotional
connections of previously unknown cousins finding each other, and moving stories of
researchers discovering important vital records or visiting the towns and shtetls of their
ancestors.
Some of the stories are submitted by seasoned writers, where little editing is required.
Others who are unsure of their writing submit the seeds of stories that are just waiting to
emerge. Nancy does not re-write any stories, but instead sends the authors a series of
questions to clarify the writing and draw out the telling details that can be added to
enrich the stories. She also works with the authors to select the photos and images that
best illustrate the narratives.
Nancy also prepares the Research Notes and Hints at the end of every story to highlight
the resources used by the authors in achieving their success as well as listing other
avenues of research that could be helpful to the readers. To read these stories, visit
http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen/Testimonials/index.htm
The Online Learning Center is managed by Phyllis Kramer. For more information,
please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/Education/
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VIEWMATE
ViewMate is an incredibly useful tool that allows users to post photographs and
documents online and request help in translating or identifying information.
For example, imagine you find a letter from a great-great grandfather, but it is in Yiddish –
a language you cannot read or understand. ViewMate will allow you to upload a scanned
copy of the document onto JewishGen and request translation help from thousands of
other JewishGen users throughout the world.

An example of a recently posted letter in Yiddish.
It was translated by JewishGener’s within a day.
The ViewMate project is managed by Sam Eneman and Gary Sandler.
For more information, please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/ViewMate/
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YIZKOR BOOK PROJECT
Yizkor Books (Memorial Books) were traditionally written to memorialize the names of
departed family and martyrs during holiday services in the synagogue (a practice that
still exists in many synagogues today). Over the centuries, as a result of countless
persecutions and horrific atrocities committed against the Jews, Yizkor Books (Sefer
Zikaron in Hebrew) were expanded to include more historical information, such as
biographical sketches of famous personalities and descriptions of daily town life.
Following the Holocaust, the idea of remembrance and learning took on an urgent and
crucial importance. Survivors of the Holocaust sought out other surviving residents of
their former towns to memorialize and document the names and way of life of those who
were ruthlessly murdered by the Nazis.
These remembrances were documented in Yizkor Books, hundreds of which were
published in the first decades after the Holocaust. Most of these books were published
privately, or through landsmanshaftn (social organizations comprised of members
originating from the same European town or region) that still existed, and were often
distributed free of charge.
Sadly, the languages used to document these crucial histories and links to our past,
Yiddish and Hebrew, are no longer commonly understood by a significant percentage of
Jews today. It is our hope that the translation of these books into English (and other
languages) will assist the countless Jewish family researchers who are so desperately
seeking to forge a connection with their heritage.
In addition to the translation of these books, JewishGen is also indexing the names of all
persons mentioned within the translated portions, along with the names from the
necrologies — the lists of Holocaust martyrs — published in the Yizkor Books.
Here is a brief snapshot from 2014:
•
37 new projects were initiated, for a total of 800 projects now online.
•
There are now more than 100 books that have been completely translated.
•
13,700 entries were added to the JewishGen Yizkor Book Necrology database.
The Yizkor Book project is managed by Lance Ackerfeld.
For more information, please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/Yizkor
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YIZKOR BOOKS IN PRINT
Although all of the translations produced by the Yizkor Book Project are available, at no
charge, on our website, the Yizkor Books in Print initiative aims to publish these
translations in book form - at extremely affordable prices. In 2014, we sold 765 books
and published 13 new English translations. Overall, since this project began three years
ago, more than 36 titles have been published, and more than 2,100 books have been.
Volunteer Spotlight: Jan Fine
We would like to spotlight Jan R. Fine of Gaithersburg, MD, who has been a dedicated
volunteer for the YBIP project since its inception three years ago. Jan creates interesting
and attractive covers for our hard cover book, processes image files of illustrations and
photos that need improvement so that they reproduce well in the books. She also creates
maps that show where in the countries that the subject towns are located.

Telekhan Yizkor Book Cover – Created by Jan R. Fine
Jan is the type of volunteer we all wish we had more of. She responds quickly and
cooperatively, and will do anything to help out.
Thank you, Jan, we treasure your contributions!
The Yizkor Books in Print project is managed by Joel Alpert. For more information,
please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/Yizkor/YBIP.html
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Part 4: Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
AUSTRIA-CZECH SIG

The JewishGen Austria-Czech SIG covers Jewish communities that once existed in Austria
and the Czech Republic (Bohemia and Moravia).
Activity Summary for 2014:




The Austria-Czech SIG invited Vaclav (Fred) Chvatal from the Czech Republic to be
our speaker at the 2014 IAJGS Conference in Salt Lake City, UT (USA). He gave two
presentations:
o Galician Jewish Refugees 1915-1919 and their Gravestones in Western
Bohemia, and
o Jewish Cemetery Restoration and Documentation work in the Czech Republic.
Dr. Chvatal works for the Bohemian Forest Museum in Tachov, Czech Republic. The
museum has 62 Jewish cemeteries in western Bohemia under its jurisdiction. The
restoration work has been completed on 18 cemeteries. His presentation gave
attendees an idea of the complexity of the work (removal of vegetation, surveying,
photographing, recording the Hebrew epitaphs, translating the epitaphs when
possible and seeking living descendants).
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Six translations from Hugo Gold’s Die Juden und Judengemeinde Bohmens in
Vergangenheit und Gegenwart were added to the JewishGen Yizkor Book Project
this year: Vlasim, Luze, Neuhaus, Protivin, Trebon and Vodnany.

Randy Schoenberg and Maria Altmann


Mazal Tov to our SIG Chair, Randy Schoenberg, for being portrayed in the new film,
Woman in Gold, which is about his supreme court battle to recover Klimt’s
“Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer I” and return it to her heir Maria Altmann.

Volunteer Spotlight: Alex Woodle
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This year, we recognize Alex Woodle as Austria Czech’s volunteer for recommending
Vaclav Chvatal as speaker with interesting material for the SIG in Salt Lake and for his
help in bringing him there. Alexander (Alex) Woodle is an active member of the Jewish
Genealogical Society of Greater Boston and was active in the 2013 Boston IAJGS
Conference. His presentation was “Jewish History and Settlement Patterns in
Massachusetts.”
He has also contributed to Mass-Pocha, the publication of JGSGB. He is the author of
“Jewish Cemeteries and Funeral Homes in Massachusetts”. His Czech ancestors (Wudl)
came from Ckyne and Darmsyl. Alex was the Director of the Circulating Library of the
New England Historic Genealogical Society from 1999-2004.

Alex at the grave of his great, great, great Uncle at the cemetery in Telice, CZ
After Salt Lake, he and Vaclav spent 10 days hiking in some of the southwestern national
parks. In 1976, he bicycled from Warsaw to Sofia riding through the then Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria. He is a resident of Groton, MA.
Thank you, Alex!
The Austria-Czech SIG is managed by: E Randol Schoenberg.
For more information, please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/AustriaCzech
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BELARUS SIG

Map of Russian Empire's Belarus
The JewishGen Belarus SIG covers the former Russian Empire gubernias of Grodno,
Minsk, Mogilev, Vitebsk, and southern Vilna, now in Belarus.
In 2014, the Belarus SIG added approximately 20,000 records:







Brest birth records for 1895-1899 (4641 records)
Krasnoye revison lists for 1811, 1816, 1834 (443 records)
Mogilev death records for 1887-1894 and marriage records for 1891-1892 (4650
records)
Minsk birth records for 1879 (1009 records)
Novogrudok district revision lists for 1795, 1811, 1816 (8238 records)
Slonim district revision lists for 1850, 1854 (813 records)

Volunteer Spotlight – The Belarus SIG!
The following note was sent to JewishGen in 2014, and is a testament to the skill and
dedication of the Belarus SIG volunteers:
27
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Dear JewishGen,
The Belarus SIG found my family!
This past February 4th, I signed on to the Belarus SIG, to search for my late father’s family,
who had not been heard from since 1947. My father left Mogilev in 1914; his parents and 7
older siblings never left Russia. Because I knew the family surname, and the name of the
town, I quickly found vital records of the birth of my uncles in Mogilev in the 1880s, which
led me to the marriage records of my grandparents in Mogilev. I even found my records
from my grandfather’s business.
But I could not find records of the births of my five aunts, some born in the 1880s and some
in the 1890s, or of the marriages of my father’s siblings in the early 1900s. Also, my father’s
birth, in 1897, was not in the database.
After I had exhausted the searchable (i.e. translated) vital records, I turned to the Belarus
SIG discussion group. On February 20th, my first posting went out about 1:00am. Three
hours later, I received a response from a very skillful Russian heritage researcher in
Australia, who had already found the official prison records of my two uncles in the
Belorussian Memorial database, a Russian publication of victims of the Stalinist repression.
Eight minutes after that, she had found the personal website of my uncle’s granddaughter
in Jerusalem, which chronicled the history of the entire family, also in Russian. Using the
google translator, I read my cousin’s family chronicles, illustrated with photographs of
people I recognized from my own family photos. The researcher put me in contact with the
author of the chronicles, who in turn connected me with cousins on four continents.
The Belarus SIG has brought overwhelming joy to my sister and brother and me, as we have
now found our Russian family that was lost to us for over 60 years. And the Russian family,
whom we are now reaching out to in Jerusalem, the US, Australia, and Russia, are also
overwhelmed with emotion to have found their lost American uncle’s family.
On behalf of the entire family who have descended from my Mogilev grandparents, I extend
our gratitude to Jewish Gen and the Belarus SIG for reuniting us. It would not have been
possible without your help.
Judith Sanders Goodie
Wilmette, Illinois
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The Belarus SIG is managed by: Sharon Fingold, David Feldman, Ruth Silver and
Paul Zoglin. For more information, please visit:
http://www.JewishGen.org/Belarus/

BESSARABIA SIG

Map of Russian Empire's Bessarabia
The JewishGen Bessarabia Special Interest Group (Bessarabia SIG) was created for those
with Jewish roots in the region historically known as Bessarabia, an area now comprising
the Moldova Republic and parts of Ukraine. Our research also covers Transnistria
(Pridnestrovie), a small area adjacent to the eastern border of Bessarabia, formerly in
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Kherson and Podolia Gubernia of Russia and now part of the Moldova Republic /
Transnistria self-proclaimed territory.
Many Jews started to settle in this land when it became part of the Russian Empire in
1812, first as the Bessarabia Oblast and later the Bessarabia Gubernia. Many came from
Galicia, Ukraine, Poland, and other regions lured by tax incentives and other favorable
rules. They brought with them special working skills, such as the ability to cultivate the
land as farmers, and practiced various crafts and trades. It was on that land that Klezmer
music thrived with influence from Romanian and Roma folk music.
In 1897, Bessarabia was a home for 228,000 Jews, 11% of the total population of the
region. Its capital, Kishinev, had almost 50,000 Jews, half the population of this city. Tens
of thousands of Bessarabian Jews emigrated to the USA, Argentina, Palestine, and other
countries at the end of 19th century, before and especially after the infamous Kishinev
Pogroms of 1903 and 1905. By the eve of World War II, the Jewish population in
Bessarabia was estimated to be between 300,000 and 350,000.
Please find below a summary of our activity in 2014.
General Resources:
 New Project: Bessarabian Newspapers from 1850s to 1940
o Special thanks to Alla Chastina for his assistance with this project.
 Work continued on our Geographical Dictionary which identifies Towns and
Shtetlakh where Jews lived in Bessarabia. All new information is incorporated
within the JewishGenTown Finder as well.
 Work continued on our “Bessarabia Annual books research and translation”
initiative.
 Archives, Libraries, Museums projects:
o LDS Microfilms cataloging on Bessarabia Jewish Records:
 The Revision Lists microfilms are presented, and next step is to get
all Bessarabia Vital Records microfilms in the catalogue.
 In cooperation with Yahad-In Unum created links between
Bessarabia SIG and Yahad-In Unum websites
 A large number of memoirs, stories, books, travel instructions and more were
uploaded to our Bessarabia SIG website.
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Cemetery Projects that have been completed:
 Chimishliya Jewish Cemetery: 131 records, 119 photos, 276 unrecognized grave
 Tiraspol Jewish Cemetery: 2306 records, 2103 photos, 73 unrecognized graves
 Dubossary Jewish Cemetery: 235 records, 222 photos, 15 unrecognized grave
 Beltsy Cemetery, 1142 records: 1142 records, 1121 photos, 17 unrecognized
graves
 Chadyr-Lunga Jewish cemetery: 73 records, 69 photos, 19 unrecognized grave
 Comrat Jewish Cemetery: 43 records, 43 photos, 8 unrecognized grave
 Kishinev – Doyna Cemetery: 9630 records, 9333 photos, 10 unrecognized graves
Cemetery Projects in progress:
 Kishinev Jewish Cemetery, started, got first batch of photos (about 20,000 graves)
 Kiliya Jewish Cemetery
 Soroki Jewish Cemetery
 Kagul Jewish Cemetery
 Izmail Jewish Cemetery
 Tiraspol-Dalnee Cemetery
 Brichani Jewish Cemetery
 Lipkani Jewish Cemetery
 Rybnitsa Jewish Cemetery
Cemetery projects planned to start 2015






Dubossary Old Jewish Cemetery
Rezina Old Jewish Cemetery
Rezina New Jewish Cemetery
Grigoriopol Jewish Cemetery
Leovo Jewish Cemetery

Records added:
•
Revision List project: 12,756 records
•
1940 Kishinev Business directory – 1,278 records
•
Kamenka, Podolia Gubernia, 1913 Business Directory. 85 records.
•
Jewish Soldiers killed and wounded in WWI. 1,559 records.
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Other Projects:
•
There are a number of projects in the beginning stages, such as:
o Researching Jewish Names in Bessarabia
o Creating a repository of famous Jewish Writers, Poets, Musicians from
Bessarabia
o Creating a repository of Rabbis, Cantors who lived and served in
Bessarabia
o And more!

At the 2014 Conference:
•
The Bessarabia SIG held a Board and general meeting, and participated in
SHARE Fair.
•
In addition to the regular Bessarabia lecturers, Alla Chastina, a researcher
from Kishinev, addressed our group. Alla gave the following presentations:
o Jewish Life in Bessarabia as it is Reflected in Bessarabian Newspapers, 18501930, and
o Bessarabian Jewish Entrepreneurs in 1870 - 1917
•
Transcripts and PowerPoint presentations from the conference can be
accessed on our website.
The Bessarabia SIG is managed by: Yefim Kogan
For more information, please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/Bessarabia
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FRENCH SIG

Areas covered by the JewishGen French SIG
The JewishGen French SIG covers France and other French-speaking areas such as
Belgium, Luxembourg and Switzerland, and in former French colonies such as Tunisia,
Algeria, etc.
Summary for 2014:
The FrenchSIG is very grateful for the generous cooperation of our sister society, the
Cercle de Genealogie Juive in Paris, and their member Jean-Pierre Bernard, for so
generously sharing with us the cemetery records of the many Jewish cemeteries in the
Moselle, which he had documented for his book.
Thanks to our new Cemetery Project Coordinator, Eric Feinstein, there are now 9,688
Jewish burials, from 477 cemeteries in France listed in JOWBR. Most are just a few in
each cemetery, as following the Revolution no religion-based cemeteries were permitted,
though many had small Jewish sections within them (only in Alsace and Lorraine regions
were the old Jewish cemeteries maintained).
We also have cemetery records slated to be added to JOWBR in the coming months for
the following cemeteries: Selestat, Grussenheim, Fenetrange, Grosbliederstroff,
Hagondange, Frauenberg, Hayange, Hayange Nouveau, Hellimer, Louvigny, Lixheim,
Metting and Metz. In addition, we also have about another 1,000 Parisian intra muros
burials, as well as another 800 from Pantin and 1,500 from Bagneux.
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Finally, there are still hundreds of other graves from Jewish sections in cemeteries all
over France, as well as military burials of American, Canadian, English, German and
French soldiers in many cemeteries across France and Belgium. We are continuing to
work to make this information available.
Special thanks to our dedicated team of transcribers, notably:







Renee Payne
Sandra Bennett
Nicholas Trokiner
Sharon Ducker
Yael Polatnik
Suzanne Tarica

The French SIG is managed by: Rosanne Leeson, Pierre Hahn.
For more information, please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/French

GERMAN SIG

Map of German Speaking Lands
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The JewishGen German Jewish Special Interest Group (GerSIG) covers German-speaking
or once German managed areas such as Alsace, Lorraine, Silesia, Posen, and parts of
Switzerland and Poland. (Austria, Bohemia and Moravia are covered by the Austria-Czech
SIG).
In 2014 the GerSIG continued to grow. Of particular significance:
 The Hessen Gatermann project is nearing the end of its first phase: the indexing of
on-line Jewish vital records from 19th-century Hessen-Kassel. 55,000 records
have been uploaded, and the final 19,000 will be completed soon. For more
information, and to access the database, please visit:
http://www.JewishGen.org/databases/Germany/Gatermann.htm
 We experienced a 12% increase in the number of participants on the GerSIG
discussion group.
At the same time, GerSIG volunteers:
 Continued work on the Name Adoption List project
(http://www.JewishGen.org/databases/Germany/Naldex.htm).
 Participated (with the US Holocaust Memorial Museum) in an indexing project on
Jewish residents in German towns in 1935.
 Continued to sponsor The Obermayer German-Jewish History Awards which are
given in Berlin each year. GerSIG has been joined as a co-sponsor by the Leo Baeck
institute (LBI). The LBI is also working with GerSIG to expand and enhance its
family history division. The institute, which downsized its family history service
several years ago, will announce the expanded genealogy program during 2015.
For more information, please visit: www.obermayer.us/award.
The German Jewish SIG is managed by: Nancy Adelson, John Paul Lowens, Roger
Lustig, Arthur Obermayer, and Jeanette Rosenberg.
For more information, please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/Gersig
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HUNGARIAN SIG (H-SIG)

Map of Hungarian Empire before the Treaty of Trianon
The JewishGen Hungarian Special Interest Group (H-SIG) is for those with Jewish roots in
the area known as "Greater Hungary" or pre-Trianon Hungary and covers all those areas
that were once predominantly Hungarian-speaking. This includes all of present-day
Hungary and Slovakia and territory now within Romania, Ukraine, Austria (present-day
Burgenland), Croatia, Bosnia, Serbia, and a small part of Poland.
In 2014, Hungarian SIG volunteers continued to index records that have made the
JewishGen Hungary Database one of JewishGen's largest. There are more than a million
records in the Hungary database including about 614,000 vital records and 197,000
census records indexed by volunteers. The records are from microfilms taken by the
Family History Library, films donated to H-SIG, and images of registers found in archives
in Romania that H-SIG has purchased.
Of specific note:
 Almost 38,000 additional records were added to the Maramaros Jewish Vital
Records collection in 2014, including 24,230 births, 12,120 deaths, and 1,120
marriages. The Maramaros collection now contains more than 54,000 records
from areas of pre-Trianon Hungary that are now in Romania and Ukraine. H-SIG
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volunteers manage the Maramaros collection, which is ultimately expected to
comprise some 200,000 records created before October 1895 as well as
thousands of civil records as they are made available by the State Archives in
Romania. Images from 113 Jewish community books, and 258 of the 487 Civil
Register books had been digitally photographed and acquired by the project as of
the end of 2014.
H-SIG volunteers are continuing to index Jewish vital records as JewishGen's first
partner project with FamilySearch. About 11,000 records indexed by H-SIG
volunteers can now be searched from the FamilySearch website. Additional
records will be searchable at FamilySearch.org and added to the JewishGen
Hungary database as indexing is completed.
New Hungarian SIG projects include the acquisition and indexing of close to 6,000
burial records and headstone inscriptions from Oradea, Romania, formerly
Nagyvarad, Hungary. Other volunteers continue to index burial records from
Miskolc, Hungary, the third largest city in Hungary.

At the 2014 conference:
 Karesz Vandor, a genealogist from Budapest, was our guest speaker at the 34rd
International Conference on Jewish Genealogy in Salt Lake City. He presented
sessions on resources and techniques for researching Hungarian Jewish families
and Jews in the Austro-Hungarian and Hungarian military.
 With ROM-SIG, H-SIG provided support for Dan Jurca’s presentation on research in
Transylvania and other parts of Romania and finding families in Jewish
cemeteries.
 H-SIG Coordinator Vivian Kahn did a presentation on the migration of Jews into,
through, and out of Hungary from the arrival of the Romans to the present.
 The Hungarian SIG luncheon program featured Karesz Vandor and Dan Jurca
talking about travel to Hungary and answering questions from audience members.
 More than 45 enthusiastic H-SIGrs attended the business meeting to hear reports
on H-SIG’s recent and upcoming projects.
The Hungarian SIG is managed by: Vivian Kahn
For more information, please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/Hungary
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JCR-UK SIG

Map of the United Kingdom
The Jewish Communities and Records – United Kingdom (JCR-UK) is a joint project
between the Jewish Genealogy Society of Great Britain and JewishGen, and seeks to
record details of all Jewish communities and congregations that have ever existed in the
United Kingdom, as well as in the Republic of Ireland and Gibraltar, in order to preserve
the information for posterity. There are currently details of more than 1,200 Jewish
congregations.
Here is a summary of information added to our site, and work accomplished, in 2014:





Articles on "Oxford Jewish Casualties in the Great War" and "Two Oxford Jewish
Court Cases of the 1840's", also added an article entitled "Ministers in Oxford."
Updated materials relating to the Grimsby Hebrew including Marriage Records,
Minutes of Meetings, a copy of the Constitution, press reports, photographs,
articles and much more.
Added or expanded press reports relating to the following Jewish communities in
Wales: Brynmawr (1889-1986); Newbridge & District (1852-2004); and Tredegar
(1872-1953).
Added a paper entitled "Penzance Synagogue - A Brief History."
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The webpages for each of the congregations in London's East End & City (nearly
150 congregations) were enhanced and expanded.



Burial and cemetery records for several locations, including: Harrogate Stonefall
Jewish Cemetery and Stonefall Military Cemetery; the Leeds Sinai Synagogue
Cemetery, a section of the Harehills Cemetery, Leeds; Doncaster Jewish Cemetery;
the Leeds United Hebrew Congregation (UHC) Cemetery; and the Leeds Beth
Hamedrash Hagadol (BHH) Cemetery.



The recently-created Jewish Gilroes website affiliated to JCR-UK. The website
includes a full catalogue and database of all the burials in the Gilroes Jewish
Cemetery of the Leicester Hebrew Congregation.



Added two articles by the late Murray Freedman – “Leeds Jewish Community - The
Early Years and Deciphering An Old Gravestone In Leeds.”



Many pages and sections on the website were reformatted and updated, including:
details of the Bristol Hebrew Congregation; the webpages for the communities
and congregations in the Republic of Ireland; all material in the Susser Archive
relating to the Plymouth Jewish Community and the Plymouth Synagogue and
several other parts of the Susser Archive section were updated.



Created new section, entitled "Other Databases and Lists", to list JCR-UK
databases that are not part of the All-UK Database, as well as searchable lists of
individuals.



The 1851 Anglo-Jewish Database (part of JCR-UK since 2012) has been
substantially expanded and enriched. Its 29,000 entries cover approximately 90%
of the Jewish population resident in the British Isles in 1851. Apart from some
500 completely new entries; the Database now shows the post-1851 residence for
44% of entries (up from 37%); the year of marriage for almost 10,000 entries (up
from 8,600); and the year of death for almost 8,000 entries (up from 5,600).



A database of Early London-based Insurance Policies - Jewish Surnames has been
added to the All-UK Database. The database contains over 26,000 eighteenth and
nineteenth century entries, with notes that include full names, addresses, dates,
occupations and other information of the policy holders.



New maps of the UK were added to show locations in more detail.
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In addition to the website, the United Kingdom SIG ran a session at the 34th
International Conferences on Jewish Genealogy in Salt Lake City on latest
developments in UK genealogy. There was also a workshop where one-to-one
assistance was given to attendees.

Volunteer Spotlight – David Shulman
Much of the work undertaken on JCR-UK is due to JCR-UK's webmaster, David Shulman.
David has contributed a great deal of information on individual communities, updated
the thousands of pages on the website and has written pages on the Jews of England pre1290.
The amount of information on the website is a massive undertaking and is always
current. David’s attention to detail, his knowledge and enthusiasm for the work on JCRUK is what makes the site a priceless resource for anyone looking for information on
Jewish communities in the UK. David has also worked on the IAJGS Cemetery Project as a
geographical advisor.
The JCR-UK SIG is managed by: Mark Nicholls, Louise Messik and David Shulman
For more information, please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/Jcr-Uk
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LODZ AREA RESEARCH GROUP

Current map of the Lodz region.
The area within the red outline represents the areas covered
by the Lodz Area Research Group.
The Lodz Area Research Group (LARG), founded by Shirley Rotbein Flaum and Roni
Seibel Liebowitz, aims to provide researchers with a forum, clearinghouse and resource
for the collection and dissemination of genealogical and historical information relating to
the Jewish communities of Lodz, Poland, and the surrounding area. This research group
is dedicated to the rescue and preservation of materials relating to the Jewish
communities of the Lodz area and as a living memorial to our ancestors' impact on, and
contribution to Poland's second largest city.
In 2014, the interest in Lodz Area Research Group towns continued to grow as more
records became available. Several of the LARG towns’ vital records made available on-line
by the Polish State Archives are being linked to the corresponding indices provided by
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Jewish Records Indexing-Poland. Of specific note, indexing has been uploaded for
Widawa, Lowicz, Wolborz, Sulimierz, Lask, Kamiensk, and Nowe Miasto nad Pilicia. In
addition, Yizkor Book translation updates have been made for Wielun and Zdunska Wola.
The Lodz Area Research Group is managed by: Roni Seibel Leibowitz and Debra
Kay Blatt. For more information, please visit:
http://KehilaLinks.JewishGen.org/lodz/LARG.htm

ROMANIAN SIG
The Romanian SIG (Rom-SIG) includes interests in the countries of Romania and
Moldova, as well as a southwestern portion of Ukraine and southern Hungary. Included in
these countries are the areas formerly known as Bukovina, Moldavia, Bessarabia,
Transylvania, Wallachia and The Banat.

Bob Wascou, Z’L
It is with heavy hearts that we note the passing of our dear friend, and wonderful
Research Coordinator, Bob Wascou, z’l. He was truly the very soul of the Rom-SIG for so
many years. His superb managerial skills, kindness, gentleness, thoughtfulness and
devotion to the SIG were beyond compare.
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Those of us who have had the privilege of working with, and knowing him, for so many
years are deeply saddened, but determined to keep the SIG running in a way that will
honor Bob's memory. It will take a little while till we pull matters together, but we hope
that you will all bear with us.
In the meantime, please consider contributing to the Bob Wascou Z’L Memorial Fund
(http://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen-erosity/v_projectslist.asp?project_cat=20). All
funds will be used for a specific data project that will be completed in Bob’s memory.
Once we determine how much is raised, we will announce which data project will be
funded in his memory.
May his memory be a blessing for us all!
Activity Summary 2014:
The Rom-SIG has a number of volunteers throughout the world who are working
furiously to get data and place them on JewishGen as quickly as possible. Here are some
significant updates from the past year:
•
Southern Bucovina: We have continued to work on the birth, marriage and
death records from Southern Bucovina that are listed in the Leo Baeck
Institute Guide to the Jewish archives of southern Bucovina. This includes the
birth, marriage and death records listed in the guide for: Burdujeni,
Campulung Moldovenesc, Gura Homorului, Radauti, Solca, Suceava and
Falticenti.
•
Herta: We have been working hard to classify, sort, and arrange all the needed
files to start working on records from Herta, a small town south of Czernowitz,
currently in Ukraine.
•
Bucharest: We received all Bucharest marriages from 1866 to 1903. We expect
to receive more marriages up to about 1909 and then, as funds are available,
we will proceed to work on birth and death records.
•
Iasi records: We received all of the marriages from 1866 to 1905 and all births
from 1866 to 1908 that are available. Marriages and births that have been
translated are in the Moldavia database at
http://www.JewishGen.org/databases/Romania.
•
Moldavia: We are pleased that the Moldavia Vital Records Database
introductory page is now online. This database currently contains over 13,650
records. The vast majority of the records are from the city of Iasi, with some
records from: Bicaz, Botosani, Dorohoi, Falticenti, Harlau, Herta, Lespezi,
Pascani and Podu Iloaiei. The page also shows a listing of all of the records that
we currently have. We also show the percent of Jewish records in the registers
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•

that have been translated. This gives us an insight in the composition of the
Jewish births, marriages and deaths of the various towns and cities of the
region compared to non-Jewish events.
Bucovina: The Bucovina region database now contains more than 6,400 Jewish
birth records, from the towns of: Kimpolung (Campulung Moldovensec),
Gurahumora (Gura Humorului), Radautz (Radauti), and Suczawa (Suceava).

The Romania SIG is managed by: Rosanne Leeson, Jeffrey Gorney & Barbara
Hershey. For more information, please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/ROMsig

SUB-CARPATHIA SIG

Former Hungarian Counties within present-day Sub-Carpathia Ukraine
The JewishGen Sub-Carpathia SIG encompasses the former Hungarian megyek
(counties) of Bereg, Maramaros, Ugocsa and Ung, today located in Sub-Carpathia Ukraine
(Zakarpatt'ya oblast).
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Marshall Katz, Sub-Carpathia SIG Leader, and his wife, Helen, at an IAJGS Conference
Here is a brief activity summary for 2014:
 There are now 228 KehilaLink web sites for Sub-Carpathian villages and towns
which had a Jewish cemetery.
 Many Sub-Carpathia researchers attended the 34th IAJGS Jewish Genealogy
Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah. Quite a few people stopped by the table during
the Share Fair, and the Sub-Carpathia SIG meeting went very well.
 During the week of the IAJGS Jewish Genealogy Conference, 6-10 July 2015, in
Jerusalem, Israel, we will be meeting with a very large group of Carpathian Jewish
ex-pats who now live in Israel as well as visiting several museums and libraries.
For more information, please contact Marshall Katz.
 Cemetery Project:
o The transcription of tombstones is progressing very nicely due to the
terrific work of our volunteers. As of this writing, all tombstones that were
photographed in 2011/12 have been completely transcribed. The majority
of tombstones photographed in 2013 and 2014 have also been transcribed,
and we will send an announcement when all are completed.
o We are also pleased to announce the completion of photographing of all
(nearly 5,000) tombstones in the Uzhhorod (Ungvar) cemetery. Work has
already begun on transcriptions.
The Sub-Carpathia SIG is managed by: Marshall Katz and Amos Israel Zezmer
For more information, please visit: http://www.JewishGen.org/sub-carpathia
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UKRAINE SIG

Map of Russian Empire's Ukraine (1910 Marx's Large world table Atlas)
The JewishGen Ukraine SIG covers the nine “Pale of Settlement” gubernias (provinces) of
the Russian Empire which are now in Ukraine: Chernigov, Ekaterinaslav, Kharkov,
Kherson, Kyiv, Podolia, Poltava, Taurida, and Volhynia.
There are more than 75 volunteers actively working on a variety of Ukraine SIG projects,.
Here are some highlights of our activity in 2014:


Records added to the Ukraine SIG database:
o Nikolayev and Priluki - 2,337 birth records
o Odessa 1876 birth index - 2,126 records
o Piluki, Mogilev-Podolsky, Zaslav and Zinkov - 7,250 death records
o Zinkov, Priluki, Nokolayev, Mogolev-Podolsky, Zaslav – 5,200 records
o Jews relocating from Courland to Kherson in 1837 – 3,300 records



Records being worked on:
o Ellis Island Database Project - 2,350 records
o Nikolayev
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o
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 1875 census - 1,561 records
 Vital records – 1,690 records
Rozhev and Chabno, Radomysl 1818 census - 128 records
Priluki – 125 vital records
Priluki, Zinkov and Mogilev-Podolsky – 350 marriage records (1849-1868)
and another 414 marriage records that are undated.
Zinkov, Zaslav, Priluki, Mogilev-Podolsky – 7,000 death records (18441869)
Zinkov 1875 conscription list
Priluki – 222 vital records (1865-1868)
Ship Manifests – 2,361 records of passengers from Pereyaslav, Vishnevets,
Shumsk, Verbovets, Poninka, Zenkov, and Zinkov



Translations in progress:
o Vinnitsa Archives, Ternivka, 1903 census (50 pages)
o Nezhin 486 images from microfilm 2091574 -3
o Smiela Microfilm #2289443 – 9 items
o Central Archives for the History of the Jewish People (CAHJP) 3-15
 Vinntsa Archive: Zaslav
o 1913 Business Directory for the Southwest provinces of the Russian
Empire
 To date, translations for Mogilev-Podolsky, Kamenka-Podolia and
Talnoye have been completed.



Projects in needs of funds for translation/transcription:
o Olgopol-Bershad 1875 revision list – more than 3,500 pages
o Odessa Vital Records Indexes – more than 10,000 pages
o Zinkov 1875 Revision List – 8,680 names
o Balta Vital Records – more than 100 pages



New Records that have been acquired:
o Metrical (vital) records for Letichev uyezd, from the Khmielnitsky archives.
 There are a total of 1,430 images. They include most (but not all)
years between 1838 and 1852. These records cover many towns
including Zinkov, Medzhibozh, Letichev, Derazhnya and other towns
 “Di Yidn fun Mayn Benkshaft” (The Jews I Remember), by
Mordechai (Max) Cooper, a Yiddish memoir of the local
personalities and life in Shargorod
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25,900 pages of documents (22.5 GB) from CAHJP for Kremenets,
Shumsk, Belozirka, Shapoval, Uman, Ladyzhinka, and Kiev - census
records, voter lists, resident lists and more!
1909 Kharkov Homeowners List - 220 pages
Ternopil archives: 1,884 pages, including:
 Records of incomes and expenditures in the religious society
of Shumsk
 Records of donations to the religious society school
Shapovolska Kremenets, 1882
 List of members of religious school in Belozerka, 1895
 Census of Kremenets, 1926
 Census of Shumsk, 1927
 Records of draftees of 1906, of Kremenets, 1927
 Records of the members of the merchants’ Union in
Kremenets, 1933
 Lists of the voters to Kremenets trade chamber, [1934]
 Lists of the owners of private businesses in Kremenets
district, 1934-35
 Lists of craftsmen illegally working in Kremenets, 1936, 29 к.
 Lists of the owners of private businesses in Kremenets
district , 1936
 Records of divorces between Jews in Belozerka, 1880-82,
1885 90,1896, 1899-1911, 1913-191
Odessa archiches:
 Ternivka 1903 census – 50 pages
Kiev archives: vital records for
 Koshevata [now Kivshovata] 1847 births, 1847 deaths, 1849
births, 1851 births
 Stavyshche 1847 births, 1847 "community book"
 Tarashcha 1846 births, 1846 marriages and divorces, 1847
births, 1847 deaths,1847 divorces, 1847 marriages, 1848
marriages, 1849 births, 1849 deaths
 Zhashkov [now Zhashkiv] 1851 births
 Zhyvotiv [now Novozhyvotiv] 1851 marriages
 500+ records of Jews Under Police Supervision in 1905

Microfilms that have been scanned:
o Priluki Vital Records – 1,729 images (1890-1899)
o Moshny Birth records – 126 images (1888-1889)
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o Mariupol′, Aleksandrovsk, Ekaterinoslav, Russia - Records of marriages and
deaths from the Jewish congregation – 82 images (1886-1870)
o Cherkassy Vital Records – 696 images (1891-1907)
o Kersh Vital Records – 1,043 images (1837-1884)
o Birth records:
 Nezhin
 Chernigov
 Repki
 Berezna
 Dmitrovka
 Krolovets
Other News:
o Our cooperative mapping venture with Yahad-In Unum continues to make
progress. As of Dec. 2014, 39 town maps have been linked to their site and
they are linking to Ukraine SIG town pages.
New Town Leaders:
o We would like to thank the following individuals for volunteering to
become town leaders in 2014:
 Mel Grizer & Roy Gerber - Ozeryany, Rivnenski oblast, Volhnya
Guberiya
 Scott Whittman – Gaysin
 Les Shipnuck – Ignatovka, Kiev
 Vladimir Talsky – Ovruch
 Steve Wernick – Vinnitsa
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Volunteer Spotlight: Lisa Wanderman
Lisa Wanderman began working on the microfilm scanning project using the facilities at
the Family History Center (FHC) near Lincoln Center in NYC. During a renovation, Lisa
moved downtown to the new home of the microfilms pertaining to Jewish communities
that had been held at the FHC. The FHC with a smaller space allocated to housing their
microfilm collection, after the renovation, donated on long-term loan, these films to the
Center for Jewish History at 16 West 15 St., NYC.
During a lull, Lisa offered to help speed the progress up of preparing spreadsheets for
inclusion in the JewishGen Ukraine Database. She quickly went to work, re-formatting
spreadsheets to achieve conformity, checking for and correcting common errors in record
transcriptions, and began the long process of verifying URLs in our Ship Manifest ReIndexing Project. Lisa also has been checking transcriptions against microfilm numbers
to make sure that the data on the spreadsheets is correct.
The payoff? The very first day she started helping with proofreading, she found a record
of one of her ancestors!
The Ukraine SIG is managed by: Dr. Janette Silverman, Phyllis Berenson, Hal
Bookbinder, Lara Diamond, Ron Doctor, Emily Garber, Ariel Parkansky, Joel Spector,
Chuck Weinstein. For more information, please visit:
http://www.JewishGen.org/Ukraine
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HOSTED ORGANIZATIONS
In addition to our SIGs, JewishGen also hosts a number of important independent
organizations, which include:

JRI-PL is a project to index all of the Jewish vital records in Poland. They currently have
more than 5 million records from more than 500 Polish towns online, with many other
projects in progress.

The LitvakSIG seeks to preserve heritage from the Jewish communities of Lithuania
before the Holocaust. They focus on the Kovno and Vilna guberniyas of the Russian
empire, which include much of present-day Lithuania.

This website offers one-Step Search Tools — enhanced search capabilities for easier
access to data at www.ellisisland.org

JewishGen also hosts websites for 10 local Jewish Genealogical Societies (JGSs).
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Part 5: Financial Summary
While the cost of operating an organization as diverse and complex as JewishGen
continues to rise, we take our fiscal responsibility extremely seriously, and we are proud
to announce that we have raised more money than we spent for the past seven years.
This is spite of the economic uncertainty throughout the world. We have accomplished
this by ensuring that funds donated to us are used properly, and in a way that “preserves
our history for future generations.”

SOURCES OF REVENUE
As in previous years, our primary sources of revenue included spring and fall fundraising
campaigns, the Value-Added Services initiative, education classes, grants, and Planned
Giving programs.
In 2014, JewishGen received more than 8,700 gifts from more than 7,500 donors
throughout the world. We are so grateful to each of JewishGen’s generous supporters.
Whether it be a gift in excess of $1,000, or as modest as $5, each is important to us, and
continues to make a tremendous difference.

Sources of Revenue
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ONLINE GIVING
Adhering to our fundraising strategy implemented in the fall of 2008, JewishGen has
successfully raised the majority of its financial support via online giving. The advantages
of receiving donations online include immediate access to funds and less time spent on
data entry. In addition, we offer the ability to donate via PayPal, which is extremely
helpful for JewishGenner’s living overseas.
To donate online with a credit card via our secure website, please visit
http://www.JewishGen.org/JewishGen-erosity. To donate via PayPal, please visit
http://www.jewishgen.org/jewishgen-erosity/paypal.asp.

Donation Methods
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Part 6: Giving Opportunities
RECURRING AUTOMATIC DONATIONS
Did you know you can sign up to donate to JewishGen automatically? To understand how
important recurring donations can be to JewishGen, and to you, please read the following
letter from Jay Sage, a former director of the IAJGS and currently a Director of the Jewish
Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, one of many who support JewishGen on a
monthly basis.
Dear Friend,
I am writing to you on behalf of JewishGen.org, which has been responsible for my most
important and exciting genealogical discoveries.
As you know, JewishGen does not charge for its services, which are utilized by thousands of
people throughout the world on a daily basis. They rely on the support of their users—
people like us—to continue their important work.
Without JewishGen, it is safe to say that I would not have been nearly as successful in
discovering my family history and heritage. Because of this, my wife and I support
JewishGen on a monthly basis (in fact, over the years, we have increased our contribution
level) with automatic donations.
Why monthly and why automatic?
First, JewishGen is focused on both current and future generations, and we wanted
JewishGen to know that they can count on our long-term support. Second, our automatic
donations allow JewishGen to count on predictable, stable funding—something not to be
taken for granted in today’s economic environment.
Finally, it makes it easy for us. JewishGen automatically deducts the funds from our credit
card (you can also have it deducted from your bank account). It’s safe, easy, and secure.
Consider this: An automatic monthly donation will help support the:






Family Finder (think Linked-In for Jewish Genealogy!)
Family Tree of the Jewish People (more than 5 million names and growing!)
Discussion Groups (moderated and archived!)
Databases (more than 1 million records per year since 2008!)
And more!
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As you probably know, JewishGen grants “Value Added Services” as a special thank-you to
anyone who contributes $100 or more per year. This means that for $9.25 per month, you
can support JewishGen in a meaningful way while also receiving Value Added Services. This
comes to less than 33¢ per day.
No matter the amount, your gift will be appreciated. JewishGen has some donors who
contribute gifts as modest as $5 per month. Others give much more. Whatever your ability,
JewishGen will greatly benefit from your support.
Please visit http://www.jewishgen.org/jewishgen-erosity/paypal.asp to get started. The
whole process will take less than three minutes, and you will have the satisfaction that your
gift is being used to its maximum potential.
Thank you for your consideration and for joining me in supporting JewishGen’s important
work.
Sincerely,
Jay Sage, Newton, MA
JewishGen user and supporter since 1996
Gifts can be made on a monthly, quarterly or annual basis. If you have any
questions, please contact Avraham Groll, JewishGen's Director of Business
Operations, at (646) 437-4326 or agroll@JewishGen.org.

GENERAL FUND & VALUE ADDED SERVICES
The JewishGen General Fund is the sole funding source for all of the projects listed
below. The JewishGen General Fund is the key which provides the resources for such
ongoing projects as:
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The JewishGen Family Finder (JGFF)
The Family Tree of the Jewish People
(FTJP)
The JewishGen Communities Database
JewishGen KehilaLinks
JewishGen Yizkor Book Translation
Project
JewishGen's Holocaust Database








The JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial
Registry (JOWBR)
The JewishGen "All Country" Databases
The JewishGen Discussion Group and other
Mailing Lists
The JewishGen Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
The JewishGen InfoFiles
The JewishGen ViewMate Program
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Did you know that JewishGen offers Value Added Services? An annual gift of $100 or
more to the JewishGen General Fund, automatically activates JewishGen's Value Added
Services — which includes the JGFFAlert System, Enhanced Database Search Features,
Additional Email addresses, and free Basic JewishGen Education classes.
To contribute, or to learn more, please visit www.JewishGen.org/JewishGen-erosity

TRIBUTE GIFTS
Make a donation in someone's memory or to commemorate a Yahrzeit, holiday, birthday,
anniversary or other special occasion. You can choose to make your gift in one of the
following ways:


Dedicate a Day of Research: Dedicate a day of research on JewishGen in honor or
memory of a loved one for $180. Your dedication will appear on our homepage,
which receives more than 4,500 page views per day. For more information, please
visit: http://www.jewishgen.org/jewishgen-erosity/paypal.asp and select
“Dedicate a Day of Research.”



Wall of Honor: Our Wall of Honor is a permanent online page of tribute that
allows you to donate to JewishGen in honor or memory of a loved one. Your
dedication will appear on this page as well. Honorees will receive personalized
letter informing that a gift has been made. There is a suggested minimum
donation of $10 to make contributions on the Wall of Honor. Please visit
http://www.JewishGen.org/JewishGen-erosity/honors.asp for more information



Dedicate a Community Page: Dedciate the JewishGen community page that
contains information on your ancestral town for $5,000. This is the central
starting point for many people when they begin their research, and your
dedication will be prominently displayed. In addition, you will have the
opportunity to submit a profile about yourself or honoree so that others can be
inspired by your generosity. For more information, please contact Avraham Groll,
JewishGen's Director of Business Operations, at (646) 437-4326 or
agroll@JewishGen.org.
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MAKE A GIFT FOR THE FUTURE
Contribute to the future of JewishGen by planning for a special kind of gift. A planned gift
creates a meaningful personal legacy at JewishGen, while securing the future of this
important organization and its mission.
There are many ways to include JewishGen in your charitable giving and estate planning:






Bequest: One of the simplest ways to support JewishGen's future is by naming
JewishGen as a beneficiary in your will. This may be made with a specific dollar
amount, asset, or percentage of your estate.
Charitable Gift Annuity: A charitable gift annuity is an agreement between you
and JewishGen that provides you with regular fixed payments for life in exchange
for transferring assets to JewishGen. You may be eligible to receive significant
income tax benefits, and a portion of your annuity payments may be taxfree. Minimum gift of $10,000 is required.
Retirement Plans and Beneficiary Designations: Retirement (i.e., IRA), life
insurance, and real estate assets may all be donated to JewishGen. Making a gift in
this manner can mean significant tax advantages for your estate and your heirs.

Donors who contribute through a planned gift or notify us that they have made a
provision for JewishGen in their estate plans are honored and recognized as members of
JewishGen's Tree of Life Society.
Each gift makes a difference.
Together with your own financial planners, let us help you create a legacy to meet your
unique financial, tax, and estate planning goals while ensuring that JewishGen’s mission
of “preserving our history for future generations” continues.
For more information on planned giving or to arrange a confidential consultation,
please contact Avraham Groll, JewishGen's Director of Business Operations, at
(646) 437-4326 or agroll@JewishGen.org.

57

JEWISHGEN 2014 REVIEW
TREE OF LIFE SOCIETY
The seeds for the perpetuation of our collective Jewish family history and heritage were
planted in 1987 by a group of individuals who founded JewishGen as an online bulletin
board. From this humble beginning, few could have imagined that JewishGen would
transform into the premier online resource for Jewish genealogy, utilized by thousands of
people on a daily basis.
Donors who contribute through a planned gift or notify us that they have made a
provision for JewishGen in their estate plans are honored and recognized as members of
JewishGen's Tree of Life Society. If you have already included JewishGen in your will, or
you intend to, please consider letting us know so that we can honor you appropriately.

Members of the JewishGen Tree of Life Society
(As of Dec. 31, 2014 / 9 Teves, 5775)
Thomas Spisak
Sandie Yeaman
Segio de Carvalho
Allan Glassman
Marian User
Gadi Geva
Mali Shahar-Mizrahi
Gary Gershfield
Meir Lichtenstein
Nick Galante
Wagner Rbelo Vilela
Sandy Aaronson
Rose Raymen
Jon Stedman z’l
Edna Cogan z’l
To become a member of the Tree of Life Society, please contact Avraham Groll,
Director of Business Operations, at 646-437-4326 or email agroll@JewishGen.org.
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Part 7: Leadership
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The JewishGen Board of Directors is the fiduciary body legally responsible for JewishGen.
Directors are elected by the Museum of Jewish Heritage’s Board of Trustees. Its three
current members are: Dr. David G. Marwell, Tammy A. Hepps, and Bruce C. Ratner.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
The JewishGen Board of Governors (“BoG”), formed in 2009, is an advisory board,
responsible for long-term planning for the future of JewishGen. As of July 2014 its
current members are:





CHAIR: Michael Goldstein.
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Henry Blumberg, Hal Bookbinder, Stanley Diamond, Rand Fishbein (vice-chair),
Karen Franklin (former co-chair), Harvey Glasner, Tammy A. Hepps, Marlis
Humphrey, Saul Issroff, Phyllis Kramer (secretary), Hadassah Lipsius, Gary
Mokotoff (former co-chair), Max Polonovski, Sarina Roffe, Randol Schoenberg.
EX-OFFICIO: Dr. David G. Marwell, Warren Blatt, Michael Tobias, Avraham Groll.

STAFF




Managing Director – Warren Blatt
Director of Business Operations – Avraham Groll
Vice President of Programming – Michael Tobias

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE
The JewishGen Operations Committee (“OpCom”) is composed of the staff, the volunteer
vice-presidents, and selected key volunteers. The OpCom’s nine current members are:
Warren Blatt, Avraham Groll, Michael Tobias, Nolan Altman, Susana Leistner Bloch,
Vivian Kahn, Phyllis Kramer, Dick Plotz, and Janette Silverman.
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THANK YOU FOR READING.

PLEASE SEND
SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO
INFO@JEWISHGEN.ORG

WE WISH YOU THE BEST OF LUCK WITH YOUR
RESEARCH
AND
LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU!

NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM!
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