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FROM THE VERY REV. ISRAEL BRODIE, B.A. BLitt, CHIEF RABRI

v e 1 v o soiaons with e i v commaniy —
and that dts rom the War perio he my duis 153 Snior il brovght
e 0 th iy, have bekdBimingham Jewey i igh s, Idesd 1 o sk
3 bvin deried Biingham a5 th o Jwih commnity 1 (i i 3 4.
st il becuse of s communa arganisaon nd the rlgos,sutural and
sl i which exprs. ffieny coheion and. snse. o rspamsiit,
Secondl i deseves my it b 1 e o hat the sirun 0 o
Kndersi o Birmigham i onscrnd for e rlgionsand commondt acvancement
of Anglo-Jery o a whol. That & spcilly cxempled 1. s sonsen Iyl
1ot i Rt Bt il b ey acknowldeed by (hose who adinir
he i of icningim Jows n snrl o o Siner il congeaation n
ol . moch o the reutaon i oy s du 10 those h e th cary
pioeer of the commaniy and who d 4 foundatians el and 1oy

And in this year when the Sy

awogue celebrates the Centonary of the conse-
cration of the beautiful and dignified House of Warship, we do well to recall with
eratitude those who went before, who generation fter gencration oceupied thern-
selves. with the needs of the community worthily and faithfully.

1 am Jooking forward 10 my partieipation in the celebrations of the Centenary
of the eongregation, when | am confident that | will see evidence of the contribution
that the present generation of members of Singers Hillis prepared to make 10 cnsure
that the Synagogue and all its associated activities will further the cause of Judaism
which inspired their forbears.

ISRAEL BRODIE



FROM ALDERMAN ERNEST W. APPS, 1P., Lord Mayor of Birminghan

T At iy 10 s my getins 1 th members f the ieminghtm Hebrew
Contreguion o the sceson o the Centerary of (i Symgogue at Singrs Hill
The Jouh Commaniy of Birmighim, akboueh mumericly anal, b aivys
e gy repectd and 1 am g 10 acknowsdgs tht coniuton 0 publc
e e e of panrops st and art, a5 el s thee efors T
Uh st and commersl dveapren o th iy

On behalf of the citizens of Birmingham, [ wish the Hebrew Congregation great
Suceess and trust that the next phase of your history will be one inawhich the achieve-
ments of the past will even be outshone by the relisation of your ambitions for
the future.

ERNEST W. APPS

FROM THE REV. Dr. A. COHEN, M.A., Minister Emeritus

At e cetetraon o the Conenary of the Synagoue, 1 sl it pdonsble
e tht  ha buen m privikae 1o it fo the Congreaton for over one
T ofthe eid. T ot e iy wih hic 1 e (e sacrod s
e 10wl s youn I yar and expricns: et vacions vere
e placed iy hpln and g e f bltionto manan. he s
TR ergenat o . o i o o >
redessor, . Rev: G. 3, Emanal, tos choperatve. s had e

tasks. Now that my term of serviee is ended, 1 look back with the deepest ratifi-
cation 10 the unfailing concord in which the Iay leaders and congregational offiials
combined to advance the welfare of the Community. Whatever progress may have
been achieved during the past four decades springs largely from this source. [ stress
this point because it is not enough on this happy occasion 1o be proud of the hon-
aured past of our Synagoguc: we must be inspired by the hope for its still more
honourable futurc. To this end the continuance of the same spirit of loyal co-
operation betwaen laity and clergy is indispensable. May the divine blessing rest
upon the endeavours of all who labour for this goal.

HEN




COMMEMORATING ONE

O voren ean o on 24 Spember 1856 e Symnoga S
L, B, s comericd b th Chie Rab, h Yery Re. D, N
Ad,who inthecous of i addres desribed i honar o e rchice,
A o in the e of our Commanis, it u s sl and rsl e
ivrsting circumstanss il 0 he uidin of an dife 6l rgaded 1
e ofthe mst imposin Jish places of wosip i the Couney. At tme
the Congrgation wortinpe i e symgoge i Sever St (10w (e Mson
Teml) i v are tld was latnly it on the i of 15 fown
il simos witrrupsd viw o thesounissid. Some hessers e

schism had broken out in the Community and a rival synagogue had been opencd

in Wrottesley Street. Faced with this situation, the leaders of 100 years ago decided

to meat it with the couragcous decision to build 4 new synagogue with a capaci
suffcient (o meet not only their immediate requirements but also those of the future.
“That their effots were crowned with success is a tribute to their foresight, character
and courage. Birmingham Jewry became reunited in its new and magnificent

synagogue



HUNDRED YEARS . . .

Since then, the prestige of the Birmingham Hebrew Congregation has been enhanced
by its characteristc unity. 1t has grown considerably in numbers and in influence,
so that today it is still not only the primary congregation of Birmingham Jewry,
but one o the leading congregations in Anglo-lewry.

In commemoration of this historic anniversary, 4 special Centenary service will
be held in the Synagogue on Sunday, 14th October, 1956, at which the Chicf Rabbi,
Rev. Israel Brodie, will officiate. O the same evening, a Celebration

the Ver
Banguet wil be feld at the Grand Hotel, Birmingham. Fuller details of these events

will be circulated among the members of the congregation in due course.
But the most important feature of the Centenary cclebrations must obviously have
reference (0 the future of the Congregation. We must emulate the example of our
forbears, and build for our children. We therefore commend 1o your attention
an outline of the proposals which the Council of the congregation unanimously
recommends to its members. These are projects which will not only help to preserve
the memory of this centenary year, but will serve the present and future generations
by providing long overdue improvements and amenities to our Synagogue, the
Communal Hall and adjacent buildings, thus perfecting that concentration of
Jewish life and property, which has sturdily developed over the century and become

known throughout the land as * Singers Hill”



THE SYNAGOGUE

T i proose to resomstus e e of th . wins
oot e Toreour, which a1 prset b the sxion
nd e arater
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THE CHILDREN’S SYNAGOGUE

Tt e snseosoe w b sl sty in i he i il reglaryconct
hie egious semics o Sabbaths and. Festvals. 1t il be beautiuly fmished it i te
sppartensncs of 1 owih House of Worsi. Hre ourchidrn wil grow up o lov U relgions
berag and bcome il it the rdifons of thee peaple: e wil b provided » raning
rouna wheh il senthe i Toaltis 10 our 4ncm Fo
O FEATURES af the aboe proposes
The Chiren Synagope cold be o o our iy eekdey v, Adiiing th Chiden's
Symagogus il b loctod the now sy T i, someabat g han he ree. an. o
e stuion will cnabl our Cley (o pas. ety o the Chilre's Syagogue o he i
snazose withot Tein th butding. The pinescoaktoom wil be danoed (0 th right
wing (o the Sty howse) where e sccommodaton will b providd. A i o

verted into maisonettes 10 re-house the sexton and the caretaker under modern conditions.




THE COMMUNAL HALL

T oo o comert v o chen s S s s
s 2 o A s o o 4 o s oy
B s o i 1 1 v e s

e o T o ot he st a5 s
o e Commora il

Ta erect over the present kitchen and Succah

@ Alarge mud:m Heken wil e from Ells Street, having lits 0 a
servery on the ground floor adjoining the new lounge. The need for bigger and
e ko s s o ot GFCOBBITALS ot Tor ey yoar

(B) New secretarial offices and an ante-room to the Council Chamber. Both these
improvements are very desirable.

(&) To transfer the Succah 1o the space between the Communal Hall (stage end)
and the rear of the Synagogue.

Generally

(@) In order to enhanee the beaty of the Synagogue, it is proposed {0 replace
all the plain windows with highly artsic stined glas. (Detls and designs
e st out in this brochure)

(b) 1t is proposed o ller the central sccton of the Choie Galery, thereby im-
proving the view of the Ak and the sained s window over.

(© i itended to modernise the Heating Plan by the introduction of il burning
cquipment and the renewal of boilers

(@) The Comgregation’s superanmuation scheme is to.be braught into fine with
odern Tequirements and placed on a frmer bass

(6 A History of the Congregation over the past 100 yeas i being compiled and
witten by Mr. Harry Levine, A synopsis of the History in brochure form.
Suiably Austrted, will be printed and a copy presented to.every member
¢ the Congregaton.

the contenary will be distributed the children

n
of the Congregation
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THE SYNAGOGUE
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1 pray that each one will make the resolution in his heart to do all he can o assist, so that
when the Community will gather togesher at its Centenary service our rejoicing will be

all the greater because we shall all have met the challenge of this glorious hour ™

W 14 e sciring words our Crief Minister, Rev. Chm Peae, ended His hisioric pronouncement on the first
day of Rosh Hashanah 1955, when he outlined a scheme to commemorate the Centenary Year 1956.

Although economic conditians have compelled us 1o modify our more ambitious projects, the principle underlying
our aim remains, namely that of commemorating our centenary in a practical way, by modernising and extending
the facilities available for our religious and communal life.

Itis a call to action. 1t is the challenge of our ime. Can we emulate the vision and enterprise of our forbears of 100

years ago? For remember they buil r themselves alone, but also for us Let us therefore seize this opport-
unity 1o rebuild in & manner worthy e

£50,000 SYNAGOGUE CENTENARY APPEAL

To cover the cost of the various schemes outlined above, it is estimated that a sum of £50,000 is required, exclusive
of the cost of the new stained glass windows.

Many years have passed since our Congregation was last asked 1o provide a substantial sum for local needs. Henee
it s with every confidence that we now launch our SYNAGOGUE CENTENARY APPEAL.

If you wil help us, if you will do your best, we are content. o long as we have the right spirit, the desire to help.
then we shall reach our goal



‘There are many generous people in our Community, who would not believe it possible that they could subscribe £1,000,
and yet, if they but realised it, they could, by paying only £82 a year for 7 years and signing 4 covenant.

So please remember to spread your gift over 7 years, thereby enabling you to rank among the 100 big givers who arc
needed to ensure suceess to our Appeal. Forms of covenant are available from the Secretary.

Smaller donations, t00, are not only welcome but necessary, bath for the amount they yield and in order that this
effort may be truly representative of the entire congregation and not the gift of a few. Only in that way can it be
regarded as a response from the whole congregation.

Up-to-date lists of donars will appear from time to time in the Birmingham Jewish Recorder and it is intended to
reserve an appropriate space in one of the new structures (e.g., in the entrance hall of the new Children’s Synagogue)
for bronze plaques or panels to be prominently displayed, which will perpetuate the names of donors of £100 or over.

Donors of 1,000 guincas or more will be presented with a gold replica of the Centenary Memorial medallion, Donors
of sums below this amount and not less than £250 will be presented with a silver replica of the medallion

MAY WE GO FORWARD T0 THE DAWN OF THE NEXT 100 YEARS WITH FAITH IN OUR CAUSE, CONFIDENCE IN.
‘OUR DESTINY, AND ABOUNDING GENEROSITY IN OUR HEAKTS, FOR REMEMBER THAT EVERY CONTRIBUTION, HOWEVER HUMILE,

ENABLES US 10 IMPROYE AND BEAUTIFY OUR BELOVED SYNAGOGUE,

HELPS US TO BUILD A CHILDREN'S SYNAGOGUE,

AND GIVES US THE MEANS TO PROVIDE GREATLY NEEDED IMPROVEMENTS T0 THE COMMUNAL HALL.

We are indebed to an anonymaous donor for defraying the cost of this Brochure.



1856 —1956
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