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EDITORIALS

PAST AND FUTURE

Last year we spoke aboul present and future. However, we
are a people that should always be mindful of our past, for the
lessons i Cconiains.

On the New Year we shall be reading of Abraham, who
after experiencing a very critical time on Mount Moriah, was
told to look behind him.

Look back is like the rear-view mirror of a ¢ar, Keep your
eves on the road ahead but do nol forget o glance back contino-
aily, to keep alert to possible dangers and maintain a safe outlook.
Looking back on events like Entebbe, for instance, gives us heart
10 face the preseni and the future,

Again thanks are due to all who have responded so magmifi-
cently 1o ensure the publication of this wsue of The Brook.
FRIENDSHIF CLUR 25

Congratulations to the Hammersmith Friendship Club, which
is shortly to celebrate its Silver Jubilee.

When the idea was first mooted, 14 very shy people amended
the inaugural meeting.  Today there are over 100 members. and a
full programme of aclivities.

Guding its affairs conscientiously and patiently for almost
all that period has been Mrs. H. M. Levy, ably assisted by Mrs.
Rose Parker and Mrs. Rose MNelman, the latter being until a
few years ago Honorary Sccretary, MNow Mrs, Levy has decided
ti retire. She deserves grear credit and thanks for her dedicated
RErvice,

Bridegrooms of the Law

We are happy 10 announce that our Chasanim this vear will
be Mr. Michael Cutler and Mr. Melvyn Lux.

Mr. Cutler, a very loyal and devoted member of the Synagogue,
has always shown himsell ready to help the congregation.  He
15 almost invariably the first 1o appear at Sabbath and Featival
Services, and will support the Minvan whenever possible.  Any
call for charity will meet with an immediate response. He is a
member of the Board of Manarement.

Mr. Lux is likewise always ready to be of help, and will
never permit a call to go unanswersd. His two daughters are
smong the star pupils at our Classes. Mrs. Lux is Chairman
of the Wimbledon Avwiv.

We extend our hest wishes to Michael and Natale Cotler and
Melvyn and Denise Lux,

I

MINLSERMON

MEASURING RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

Which other people celebrate their New Year in the manner
and spirit of the Jewish people! The joy we gxpericnoe is not
the usual gaiety and revelry. It wkes on a much more solemn
aote, We ure exhorted to become more religious, to redirect our
step towards 4 more spiritual life. How does one become moTe
religions? ©On the surface, it is no7 easy.  Nevertheless we should
not be discouraged. Man does not refuse to cross Lhe ocean
because of storms, or trivel by car because of accidents. To
those o whom it matiers, faith is a pillar of hope. Some few
selected  people have become intoxicated with deep religious
fervour as a result of direct revelation or sodden religious exper-
ionce. MNearer to us is Jacobs religious experience. his dream,
the dream of a longly and despondeni man who wns 1o G-d in
his hour of need and crisis. Many of us have been through
similar experiences, and it may well mark the turning-point in
our lives. The moment of truth comes when we realise for the
first time that we are not master of our own destiny and that we
depend on a merciful G-d for existence and salvation.

Some people, on the other hand, work hard 1o become religious
and struggle to attain i, when they realise that they have no
found an ideal which should give life a sense of value. They
have found food for their bodies but not pourishment for their
souls. Faor economic success, they strupgled and worked hard —
religion they expecied to find without effort. Religion, however,
cannol be found without work. Remember how hard Jacob
had to work before he could earn the title “Isracl.” which meant
that he had struggled with G-d and with man and had prevailed.

The late Chief Rabbi Kook once commented that in the
Birchat Hamaron we recite two distinct pravers, One “May the
All-Merciful grant us an honourable livelihood™ and the other
“May the All-Merciful break the voke from off our neck and
lead us upright to oor lund.”

For the former we do not depend on praver alone — one
doesn't remain idle and wait for G-d's blessings. On the con-
trary, he devores all his cnergies amd works with all his faculties
o earn a livelihood,  Bui for the restoration of Zion he satisfies
himself with prayer alone. How many Jews are actively engaged
inn working for Eretz YWisrael? That is why the task and burdens
remain formidable and difficuli,

The same 15 true of our religion in peneral.  We realise iis
value, we admire its influence. we mayv even wish for it bul we
do not work hard enough for it.  We do not make the necessary
sacrifices for our religion — and any religion worthy of the nams
in which the moral element is supreme must imply and presupposs

crwtttrned on page 9



Mr. & Mrs.

JOE GODFREY

Wishing all owr relatives, fricids
angd gpeaalrs of dhe congregation

A HAPPY AND PROSPERCUS NEW YEAR
AND WELL OFVER THE FAST

Owing fo ahsence abroad, Mew Year cards will not be =2ni

NEW YEAR GREETINGS

The Hon, Officers and Board of Management extend their
Compliments and Best Wishes for a Happy New Year Lo all
Members of the Congregation and their Families,

The Reverend and Mrs., 5 Vemit and Family wish to convey
their sincere wishes for 8 Happy and Prosperous Mew Year o the
Honorary Officers, to the Board of Managements, relatives, [riends,
and members of the Syviagogue,

Helga and Shmuel Forscher and Family wish to convey 1o
the Congregation their warmest wishes for 2 happy and peaceful
Mew Year, and would like them o know that thewr new address
is mow 7 Kings Close, N.W.4.; Tel. 203 1163,

Miss Reina Longhomn wishes to convey her most cordial
wishes 10 the Congregation for a Happy and Healthy New Year,

Mr. and Mrs. P. Howard send their complimenis to all the
Congregation.

Sincerest good wishes for the New Year are extended to the
Ministers, Honorary Officers, the Board of Management. and all
congregants, relatives and friends bo:

Mr. & Mrs. Saomuel Abrabamson and Family, 15 Hammeramith

Broadway, W.6

Mr. & Mrs. Mosz Amias, 38 Barons Keep, W14

Mr. & Mrs. M. Angelus, %6 Addison Gardens, 'W.14

Mr. & Mrs. David Arram, Adrienne amd Raymond, 7 Blenheim

Road, W4
Mr, & Mrs. A. 5. Bankover and Family, 47 Emlyn Road. W.12
Mrs. Vera Barsky, 3 Palace Mansions, London, 'W. 14
Mrz. Ecca Bash, 60 Fitz-George Avenue, W.14
Mr. & Mrs. H. Bayes and Family, 72 Quickswood, N.W.3
Mr. & Mrs, I. Beim, “Tara”, Coombe Ridings, Kingston Hill,
Surrey

D, & Mrs. 5. F. Benesi, 11 Cocksul Road, Lowes, Sussex
BMT 1IH

Marjorie, Leonard Beth and Family, 145 Camelot Close.
Amdover, Hants.

Reheces pnd Basil Bengimea and Family, “Wickenden™.
Hampion Court Road, East Molesey, Surrey

Mrz, M. V. Bobbe, 38 Romney Court, Shepherds Bush Green,
L

Joy and Jeffery Brand, 73 Barons Keep. W.14

Mr. & Mrs. H. Brandon. 22 Raffles House, Brampton Grove,
NW.4

Mrs. Jeanie Caplan, 255 Latvmer Road, W.6

Dr. & Mrs. M. D Caplan and Family. 54 South Parade.
Bedlord Park, W4

Mrs. Rosa Cohen, 91 Brook Green, Hammersmith, W.a

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Collins, 20 Hamlet Court, London, W.6

Mr, & Mrs. Frank Cowan, 32 Bloemfontein Road, W.12

corfinued on nexd poge
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS —continued from page §

Roger & Bianca Cunis, Kinross, 13 Coombe Lane Wesi,
Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey

Mrs. 5. Cutler, 288 Latymer Court, W.6

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Davis, 1B Palace Mansions, W,
Kensington, W.14

Mr, & . & DeWVries amd Family, 52 Arunds] Mansions,
Arundel Terrace, Bames, London, 5.W.13

Rosaly & George Evnine and Family, 120 Oakwood Court,
London, W.14

Dr. & Mrs. A. M. Filer, 3 Shepherds Bush Road, W.6

Dr. & Mrs. David Filer and Daughters, Warwick Lodge.
Warwick Dene, W3

Mrs. Rebecea Fox and Family, 3 Monckton Cowrt, Addison
Foad, W.14

Joan and Manny Franks and Family, 54 Barons Keep, W.14

Dr. & Mrs. L. Freeman, 20 The Drive, Golders Green, N W_11

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Gold and Family, 111 Barons Keep,
Barons Court, W.14

Mr. & Mrs. George Green, 19 Ashfield Road, Acton, W.3

Mr, & Mre. Nathan Gordon, 25 Stallord Court, Kesington.
Wa TDL

Counciltor & Mrs. Sidney Grose and Family, Berkele ;
10 Berkeley Road, S.E‘i{’.ﬂ ’ ¥ e

Dr. & Mrs, R. D. Gross, 35 Corringway, London, W3 IAB

mﬂ_&r gm. I. Halfin and Family. 32 Granard Avenue, Putney,

Misz M. Halfin, 18 Cloncurey Siresd, 5 W6

Mr. C. Halfin, 18 Cloncurry Street, S.W.6

Mrs. J. Harris (Chorister}, Western Avenue, Acton, 'W.3

Dr. & Mrs. Cyril Hodes, Angela and Philip, 1 Ashchurch
Terrace, W.12

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Hodes and Family, 7 Oakwood Coarl,
Kensington, W.14

Mrs, Minna Katits Springer and Granddaughter, & Bolingbroke
Road, W.14

Adelaide and Jack Lanpdon, 107 Perryn Read, W3 TLT

Mr. & Mrs. Godfrey Levy and Family, 44 Fitzjames Avenue,
London, W.14

Mr. & Mrs. H. M. Levy, 212 Goldhawk Road, W.12

HI:NHi::-ﬁam'l Leshie Levy. 46 Raffles House, Brampion Grove,

L

Miss Julie Lichtblau, 56 Fraser House, Brentford, Middx.

Denise and Melvyn Lux, Daniclle and Colletie, 62 Traps
Lane, Coombe Hill, Surrey

Mrs, Lily Lux, 87 North End House, W.14

Sally and Alfred Mark, 2 Anne Mount, Madeley Road, W.5

Pamela. Malcolm and Samantha Mark. 46 Andley Rond, W.5

centinued on next page

NEW YEAR GREETINGS—continued fromi pape 6

Mr. & Mrs. H, Mirwiich and Family, 11 South Side,
Stamford Brook, We 0XY

Mir. & Mrs. B. Morris, 115 Barons Keep, W_l4

Mizs Rose Morris, 12 Tor Court, Shelfield Terrace, Kensington,
Wa aHX

Dr. & Mrs. 0. Moses, 32 Wolvertion Gardens, W.a

brs. OMive Maschauer, 249 Latymer Court, W.6

Mr. & Mra. Joo Nizper and Family, 27 Thomiree Court,
Parkview Road, Eoling, W.5

David and Doreen Ohayon and Family, Orchard Close, Vine
Road, 5.W.13

Mrs. Rose Parker and Family, 86 Brook Green, Hammersmith,
Wi

Mrz. H, B. Paros, 24 Hartswood Boad, W12

Mr. & Mra. 5. Perbobner, 121 Castelnou, London, SWIE3 9EL

Mr. & Mrs, Alfred Phillips and Family, Flai 11, Bridge
Avenue Mansions, W.6

Mrs, Beatrice Rose, 12a Kensingion Hall Gardens, W.14

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Rosen, 35 Clavering Avenuoe, 5.W.12

Alfred and Mrs. I3 Sacks, |# Heatheroft, Enling, W.5

Ann snd Richard Sampson, 66 Stamford Coart, Stamford
Brook, London, W.6

Mrs. M. Samuels, 258 Latymer Courl, W.a

Mr. & Mrs, H. Sharpe. 55 Morth End House, W.14

Lewis and Minnie Shooman and Family, 10 Tudor Court,
Gunnersbury Avenue, Ealing, W35 4HO

Mrs. Aniia Simmonds and John, 14 Cecil Close, Mouni
Avenue, Ealing, W.5 :

Mr. & Mrs. M. Sogan, 17 Fairburn Court, S5t John's Avenue,
Putney. SW15 2AL

Dr. & Mrs. E. Sommer and Family, 22 Chesterfield Road, W.4

Leshie, Evelyn and Ruth Sommer, 14 Lillian Avenue, London,
WA

. & Mrs. J. Spira, 39a Oakwood Courd, London, 'W.14

Mrs. Elsa Steindler, T Glenallan House, North End Crescent,
Wid 3TF

Mr. & Mrz, Beriram Topper, 41 Rockley Court, Rockley Road,
W.l4

Lily wmd Alfred Tumer, 14 Laburnum Court, Dennis Lane,
Stanmore

Dr, & Mrs, F. 5. Tysh and lan, 58 Prebend Gardens, W.6

Mr. & Mrs, L. Veiner, T3 Stafford Court, W.E

Mr, & Mrs. David Vellemoan and Family. B8 Howberry Road.
Edgware, Middlesex

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Wender, 50 Heathfield Courr, Chiswick, W.4

Mr. & Mrs, Sidoey Williams and Family, 23 Westmoreland
Foud, 5W.13

candinued on page §4




ANMNUAL REPORT 1975-76/5735-36

Since last year’s repori there have been several major develop-
ments in the affairs of the Hammersmith community. OF out-
standing importence s the retirement of the Rev, 5. Forscher as
Reader of the synagogue after 22 vears in that office, During
that time, together with his dear wife, Hella, he has been
deservedly held in the highest regard by the entire community.
His devotion to the welfare of the members, as well as the inspira-
fion and enthusiasm he hes shown in the conduct of the services,
hits meant that be is oot only a res d religions leader bot also
is regarded az a friend by all who have benefted by his advice aor
assistance n times of stress and difficulty or on the occasion of a

bercavement. We record our deep appreciation of the Rev. Mr,

FF:ursa:h-:r 2% @ communal leader and devoted friend and colleague
ol us all

As members already koow, the Honorary Officers and Board
of Manogement set up 4 Testimonial Fund so that o suitahlbe
presenfation may be made 1w the Rev., Mr. and Mrs. Forscher,

We are particularly happy o extend our best wishes and
congrafufations o Miss Ruth Forscher, was wis married to Mr.
Alex Portnoy on February 1. The Honorary Oficers and Board
ol Management were delighted to commemarate the occasion by
the gift of a suitably inscribed pair of candelabra.

Lodies' Guild — The community is indebited as always to
ihe members of the Ladies” Guild for their untinng efforts in many
social, benevolent, and charituble wctivities throughout the year
As in previous years the Succah was decorated most beautifully.
Muany members atfended a communal Seder arranged by the
Ladies” Guild. which was greatly enjoyed by all present. To mark
the oocasion of Miss Ruth Forscher's wedding o kiddush cup was
presented 1o her by Mrs, F. Hodes, as President, on behall of
the members of the Guild.

Anrird Recepiion The Guests of Honour were Mr, Peter
Wender, Chatan Torah, and Mr. Nai Gordon, Chatan Bereshit,
together with M., Wender and Mrs. Gordon,  The arrangements
for the catering for the large number of members, relatives, and
friends who attended were in the capable hands of the Ladies’
Guild and the evenings was a most enjovable and happy one.
Certificates commemorating their having been called to the Torah
were presenled (o the Chatanim.

Synapopue Clagses — The classes continue 10 meet regularly
ender the Hon. Superintendent. the Rev. 5. Venitt, B.A. The
classes committes also recorded the marriage of Miss Forscher, a
former teacher, by a presentation.  We welcome Mr, Malcolm
Venitl as a member of the waching staff, which iz completed by
Mrs. Venitt. We were pleased to have Councillor and Mrs, 8
Grose as Guests of Honour ot our Annual Prizegiving and thank

cowitiviied o wext page

MINI-EERMON —continued  from pape 3
sgcrifice — the sacrifice of policy to principle — of comfor to the
demands of conscience.

On Rosh Hashanah we stand before the L-rd our G-d. The
Shofar 15 sounded as a divine call.

Let us respond to that call and work harmoniously 1o bring
religion inte our life, and add Life to our religion.

ANNUAL REPORT —coniimied Jrom previows page
Councillor Grose for his splendid address 1o the children, parents,
and friends.

FhA. Committee — The Commiltes continued its fund-
raising efforts dunng the year and E7.000 was collecied for this
vilally imporiant cause.

Chier Commumiry We have already mentioned the major
event of the vear m our affairs concerning the Rev. 5. Forscher.
In consequence of the recently declared decision of the Honorary
Odficers of the United Synagogue, we express our pleasure that we
shall continue to have the benefit of the able and devoted leader-
ship of the Rev, 8, Venin, our Minister, in the conduct of the
Sabbath and Festival Services and communal duties generally.
We ure most grateful to him and 10 Mrs. Venitt for their support
and encouragement.

We thank our colleagues For their enthusiasm and devotion
o the welfare of the community, and record our appreciation of
the services of the Choir, our Secretary, Miss R, Longhom (who
is joined in the choir by Mrs. 1. Harris), the Board of Management
and Councill members, and our caretuker, Mr. P. Howard and
Mrs. Howard.

As in the past, we have been able to rely on the unfailing
support and assistance of the members of the House Commities,
under their active Chairman, Mr. 1. Langdon, in connection with
all peceszary communl tasks.

Members will of course be aware that, in common with all
oiher Constituent Svaagogues, the Honorary Officers and Board
of Muonogement have been obliged to effect a rescheduling of
svnagogue membership contributions (o mwerease our income, This
has been undertuken with great reluciance, mindful as we are
of the consequences of such increases amomg many memhers,
However, we leel sure thal, as has been fully demonstrated at all
times in the past, our members will play their part fully in support
of the United Svoagogue as a whole, on which so much of the
charitable and communal work of Anglo-Tewry is dependent.

We are confident (hat our members will actively maingain
their support of the community at a time of difficulty, and that
next year will ke one of continged endeavour for the benefit of
the communily az a whole.,

JEFFERY Brann, M., DEVRIES, Honorary Officers
M. A, AMIAs, Financial Represeniative

9




SOCIAL AND PERSONAL

WEDDINGS

The following marriages were solemnised at the Synagogue

during the course of the vear:
ROBEERET JEFFREY SHOOMAMN 10 CAROLE BALLABON
MARKE MICHAEL FAIN w0 GLORIA JEAM LESLIE
DAVID LAURENCE WILLIAMS o

MANDY BEVERLEY SCHNEIDER
ALEX PORTNOY i RUTH FORSCHER
SALUL AARON KRIPEE to

MARGARET PATRICIA GILBERT
MAXNWELL JOHM NISNER o ROCHELLE HARRIS

BARMITZVAHS
ANTHONY WOOLICH JAMES ABLESON
PALL KINGSLEY BRIAN LIPKIN
SEAN GORVY IAN SEARS

To those above, and to all members and their families who
had celebrations during the year, we extend warmest felicitations.

NEW MEMBERS

A hearty welcome is extended to the following, who joined
the Synagogue during the pasi vear:

Mr. F. D, BENAIMREA Mrs, 5. HY AMS

Mizz . BEMZFIMREA Mrs. E. MONTEITH

Mrs, A, COHEN Mr. 1. SIMMONDS

Mrs. E. F. Benzimra and Family

Extend their Compliments and Best Wishes
for @ Happy New Year

*

J0 LATIMER COURT, W.5

L]

THE REY. & MRS, 5. FORSCHER:

Retirement Presentation

The Hammersmith Synagogus Hall was filled to capacity with
a large gathering of members and fricnds on 13 June 1976 (13
Sivan 5736) al the Reception given on behall of the community
to the Rev. and Mrs. 5. Forscher on the occasion of the Rev, Mr.
Forscher's retirement as Reader of the Synagogue,

In opening the proceedings the Chairman, Mr, J. Brand, said
that throughout the past 22 years the Rev, Mr. Forscher had
devoted himself to the serviee of the United Synagopue as ouor
Header. The Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Forscher had lived among us
all as special amd It?'a] friends of the congregation as a whole, and
there was indeed a family relationship which affected the members
individually and collectively. Although there was mevitably a
touch of sadoess on this occasion, any sense of loss was alleviated
by the deep personal regard in which the Forschers were held. Az
an Honorary Oficer i1 had always been a pleasure for him (Mr.
Brund) to work with Mr. Forscher, whose devotion exceeded offi-
cial definitions of ministerial duties. In a separate Inbuie o
Mrs, Forscher the Chairman added that her contribution to the
community had been without price and she had never spared
herself,

On behalf of the United Synagogue, Mr. 5. 5, Levin, Senior
WYice-President, said that the large gathering which was present
1o honour the Forschers was a sign of the continued wirility of
the community. The Rev. Mr. Forscher as the Reader was the
holder of the oldest communal office in Judaism, and the com-
munity could n'g'hﬂi be proud of his chazanut and general devotion
1o the synagogue throughout his distinguished period of office.

The presentation to the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Forscher of the
Testimonial Fund contributed to by members, former mermbers,
and friends was made by Mr, M. A, Amias, A gifi of an hors
d'opuvres dish o Mrs. Forscher from the Ladies” Guild was
presented by Mrs. F. Hodes and a further presentation to Mr.
Forscher on behall of the chorr was made by Miss R, Longhorn,
who streszed that there had always been a fine rapport Betwesn
Mr. Forscher and the choir amounting to almost telepathic com-
munication, and the choir had had great pleasure and pride in
sharing with him in work for the community in the conduct of
the services

The Rev. 5. Venitt cited a verse from Psalm 133, “Behold,
how good and pleasant it is for brethren (o dwell together in
unity,” as an appropriate summary of the cordial relationship he
had alwavs had with the Rev. Mr. Forscher. Ti was significant,
he said, that there had been no problems between the ministers,
and Mr. Forscher's close co-operation with him as a close friend

corfinwed on mexl poge




The Rev. & Mrs, 8 FORSCHER—cominued from previous poge

as wzll as a colicague had been of the very greatesi help o him
in his own mimisiry in Hammersmith.

In reply, the Rev. Mr. Forscher said it was deeply moving
to se¢ such a large gathering snd to hear such tributes as had
been paid to Mrs, Fg{?mthur and himseff.  Although it was not
easy for him to cxpress his feelings, he was particularly delighted
to see in the Hall ihe Honorary Odficers who hud besn o offics
22 wears ago when he first poaned the communily as Reader.

He intended o enjoy his reticement, which wouebd be an
active one. It had been a privilege for Mrs. Forscher and him-
self o receive the true friendship of the congregalion. He was
grateful 1o all the speakers for their good wishes and Kind remarks
and for the expressions of affection and recognition from all
memibers and friends present.  He thanked the Honorary Officers,
Board of Management, and all contributors to the Testimonial
Fund, and the Ladies” Guild and Choir for their gifts. He con-
cluded by expressing his great respect for the Rev, Mr. Venitt,
his collesgue throughout the twenty-two years, saying that it had
been an honour for Mrs, Forscher and himself 10 work with the
Fev., Mr. Venitt and his dear wife. He pruved that blessings
would be bestowed on all the congregation.

A vole of thanks to the Hev. Mr, Farscher and the previous
speakers was moved by Mr. M. DeVries, who said that it was
particularly gratifying that Mr. Levin had been able to attend
1o show the high regard in which the Rev. Mr, Forscher was
held by the whole United Svnagogue as well as our own com-
munity. Tt was also true that the close accord which existed
between the ministers was extended fo the Honorary Officers and
Board of Managemenl.

Although the proceedings were clearly linged with sadness
as the Rev. Mr. Forscher was retiring, The gathering was enlivenesd
by the opportunity provided after the formalities for members
and friends 1o greet the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Forscher and 1o express
their best wishes. A landmark in the history of our congregation
had been reached in an atmosphere of cordiality, respect, and
gratitude towards the Rev. Mr. Forscher, who would henceforth
be accorded the bonour of being known oz Emeritus Reader of
the Hammersmith Synagogues M. deV.

Gifts for the Succah

The Swecah will be rendy for decorating on Wednesday and
Thursday, October & and 7.

Gifts of flowers, folinge, wine, eic., will be gratefully accepted.
ulso donations fowards the purchase of cakes.

Tt will be preatly appreciated if members could send their
gifts om those days between 10 a.m. and | pm.

Offerings from all members of the Congregation will help to
make the Succah celebrations worthy of this festival, und emulate
the wondesful effort made last year

12

ANMNUAL PRIZE DISTRIBUTION

The Annual Prize Distribotion was held on Sunday. 200 July
1976, and before the proceedings commenced those presenl were
regaled with refreshments provided, as usual, by the efforts of the
Ladies” Guald,

Mr. I. Brand. who was in the Chair, welcomed what he aptly
described as a happy, cheerful audience, and our guests of honour,
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Williams., Tt was appropriate for many
reasons, he sid, that Mr. and Mrs, Williams should be aur guests
as they had long been associated with the classes through their
children and their cwn active participation in the Parenis” Associa-
tiom, of which Mrs. Williams had been Charrman,  Mr, Williams
tor had piven willing help a1 all times, and many aspects of
communal work had been helped 1o success by his efforis. Mrs.
Williams’s connection with the congregation had been of many
years' slanding — we remembered her dear mother with affection.
and were particularly pleased to see her father, Mr. L. Essex,
among those present.

A bougquet was presented to Mrs. Williams by Giselle Eligoboff,
and & choir of vouthful vosces drawn from the pupils rendered o
song of welcome,

After this innovanion the Superintendent. the Rev. 8. Venitr,
gave his annual report.  The number of pupils was the sume as
last venr, and there were more boys than girls.  As usial, special
Children's Services had been held on Rosh Hashana, and the
collection for Jewish Childs Day had been mosi  successful,
raising over £35. There was a most happy atmosphere in the
classes and it had been possible o pul on most enjoyabie Purim
and Chanukah plays. A model Seder had also been held. How-
ever, greater cfforts were needed (0 ensure that children attended
services in the synagogue. This should be part of the experience
of the classes and not separate from it Several girls were being
prepared for Bat Chayil examinations next year. There had been
a favourable report from inspectors of the London Board of
Religious Education, who had praised the valuable work carried
on in our small classes.  As regards staff, Miss Ruth Forscher had
married and moved away and Mr, Malcolm Venitt had joined the
staff. The Rev. Mr. Venitt thanked the Chairman and Classes
Commitiee for their support and the donors of memaorial prizes
for their gifts. After the report the choir gave another short
recital,

MRS, HETTY WILLIAMS'S ADDRESS:!

Mr. Chairman, Reverend Sirs, Ladies and Gentlemen —
and most of all, boys and girls:

I am really delighted to be here with my hushand oday, in
these classes where | myvsell attended as a child and with which

comtinied on pape 2
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THE JEWISH BLIND SOCIETY

Tae Jewish Blind Society cares for over L300 blind and
parially zighted people and their families o Britain,  Varsouws
services include;

Financial belp by proveding pensions and grangs: Tn 1975
the Society pave over 300 pensions and over 600 special prants
for Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, and wanter,

Residential care: Three homes, two of which are combined
residential and holiday homes.  Ower 800 holidays are provided
each year at either our Bournemouth or Southport Homes,

Fourteen social workers who regularly visit members living in
their own homes.

BRAILLE

The Braille depariment is at the North London Day Ceatre,
and ils aclivities are exiensive.

The department s supervised by a completely blind person
who, ogether with a team of voluntary helpers, wndertakes the
tusk of transeribing into Braille the reading requicements of he
library and also special requesis from individuals.  Various books
are lranscribed for students and teachers, instruction books. knit-
ling pullerns, and recipes.

The library has a large selection of hction and non-fiction
books which are of special Jewish interest, A whaoble range of
Braille praver books are available in Enghsh and Hebrew, Large-
print books are a1 the disposal of the partially sighied; these are
sent from the Jewish Braille Institute of America — praver books,
the Haggadah, and Jewish reference calendars. In limison with
the Jewish Braille Instinute of America, lalking books of Jewish
interest are svailable on tape or cassette, and 50 are o limeted
number of records. The cxtensive tape library containg both
Hebrew and Yiddish material,

Various publications are printed in Brudille. Bach week
extructs from the Jewish Chronicle are Brailled and sent 1o mem-
hers. The members write their own magazine, called Listen,
which i published in both Braille and print. In addition, the
official journal of the Jewish Blind Society. Perceprion, is also
available in Braille. For this service the thermoform machine 15 an
invaluable aszet, duplicating many sheets of Braille in-a shorn
time, therchy allowing a wide distribution of opical news lems,

The address of the Jewish Blind Society i5 1 Craven Hill,
Lancaster Gate, London, W2 3EW,

NEW YEAR GREETINGS —cowtinued frowm pape 7
Benjamm and Elizabeth de Winter and Family, 109 Ouakwood
Court, W.14
D & Mrs. John Woolich, Anthony and Richard, 1 Maorth
End Heuse, W14
Mr. 1. Yoffey and Miss Fiona Yolfey, 139 North End Flouse,

W14
14
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Best Wishes
for a happy New Year
and well over the Fast
from

Mr. and Mrs. F. J. WILLIE GERTLER

I CAMPRELL OOURT,
QUEEMS GATE GARDENS,
LOMNDOM, 5WT 4FD
SR4 1801

and from

Mr. and Mrs. HERBERT D. GERTLER,
JEROME and ANTHONY

11 RESIDENCE DE LA PORTE VERTE.
AVE DU GENERAL PERSHIMNG,
VERSAILLES Y, FRAMNCE

and from

Dr. and Mrs. DAVID LOVELL
and SHAUNA and JONATHAN

26 FAIRFAX ROAD, SWISS COTTAGE,
LONDHIM, H.W.6
T2 6158




A CANDLE IN THE NIGHT

It was in Decernber 1962 that I decided o visit [srael with
my wile, my previous visit having been prior to the establishment
of the State. My first thought on arrival was (0 contact my
cousin, who, as a young girl, escaped deportation from Hungary
during 1942 and had managed 1o join one of the illegal transports
tr what was then Palestine, We had had news that after working
in the Kupat Cholim in Petach Tikvah as a stedent nurse she
had married a teacher who was now Headmaster of a school in
Meveh Or # suburk of Petach Tikvah.

Owur arrival and two weeks” stay coincided with the Festival
of Chanokah, All the buildings and dwelling-houses were festively
decorated and, during the hours of darkness, illuminated with the
Menorah, the candelabrum being the emblem of the voung Siate,
ihe haven, refuge, amd now the home of our persecuted. oppressed
brethren.  This was 4 sight never 1o he forgodien.

My cousin Ariels and ber hesbond, Avrabham (a wonderful,
learned man, as we found during our variouz meetings), invated
us to join them and their two FOMNG S0NS, Yaron and Yinon —
M and 12 years old for the Chanukah celebration af the
school and we gladly accepted. The playing field of the school
was surrounded by hills, om one of which had been erected a larpe
Menorah. The children were in & wide circle, boys and girls
wearing white shorts and biue blovses and ome of the teachers
had a guitar, At the Headmastlers signal the music staried, the
children singing and dancing 1o Israeli and traditional Maccabenn
runes.  As the Haukvah was sung, two boys — Yaron and Yinon

lit the first “candle in the nighi™ on the Menorah on the Tall,
It was a wonderful Etpl:rimlw seeing Lhese children enjoving the
freedom which most of their parents had never knoem, and T am
not ashamed to say that T cowld not withhold my tears.  Ariela
and Avroham, both of whom lost their parents in the holocausi,
had, with their two boys, given us a lasting memory of ouor
P2 wisil

After this we kept in close contact and subsequent visits
confirmed that a happy family life was developing,  After finishing
school in Petach Tikvah, the boys decided to join & Kibbutz
right on the border in the Jordan valley amd after the Six-Day
War in 1967 they both joioed the Ismaeli forces, serving in the
Tank Corps. Avraham was promoted to the Headship of the
Teacher Training College and devoted his life 1o his studies.

Ten days before the Yom Kippur War the two boys were al
home for Rosh Hashana, but on Shabbal Yom Kipgpur, 6 October
1973, the younger soqn, Yaron, wias killed on the Golan Heighes

-8 “Cundle in the Might.”

After the sad news reached ws we decided 1o donate an

smbelance i memory of our cousin’s son. and ar Pesach (974

carrimeed o page M
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THE LAINER GUTLD

FORWARD, LOOKING EVYER FORWARD

Although we lend o report our past activities, mevertheloss
we forge ahead. As can be seen in our advertisement in e
Brook, we intend o have a full year's programme.

Alter the Yomimiovim we shall bave an “Auvdio - Vision
Evening”, with a guest speaker, a "Sherry Morning., Bring, Buy™,
and our annual “Card and Supper Evening”. These events help
to swell our finances,  We have distributed moneys o deserving
charities and have supporied the I.LA, Appeal,

This year our target for the “Geranium Day™ collection for
the blind was well past the norm.

Our jont Seder Service with the Friendship Club was again
an oulstanding event.  Parcels for the Mental Hospital are sem
for the Yomtovim and ihe tes money collected at our monthly
meetings in members” homes helps to allay the cosi.  “Sponsor a
Plant” scheme, an innovation this year, made the Shavuoth floral
decoration in the Synapgogue o magnificent display.

We do nod therefore rest on our laveels, but are looking Forward
o another vear of very active work, which we hope may attract
ladies who hitherio have nol joined us.
Reviocs Fo,
Howt, Secrefary,
= = B

THE LADIES' GUILD WOULD LIKE YOU TO NOTE

THE FOLLOWING FUNCTIONS WHICH ARE TO BE

HELD IN THE SYNAGOGUE HALL:

TUESDAY OCTOBER 26 at 8.15 p.m.: AN AUDIO-

VISUAL EVENING, SPEAKER, MRS. CYRIL SHAPS

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 14 at 11 am.: SHERRY ERING-
AND-BUY

SUNDAY DECEMBER 5 at 7 p.m.: SUPPER & CARD
EVENING

PLEASE GIVE US YOUR SUPPORT.

L= =" L=

HAMMERSMITH WOMEN ZIONISTS

We are only a small group, bul our members are loyal and
subscriptions are regularly maintsined. £35.50 was collected for
Women's Week,

1 should welcome new members o this very noble caopse.
I costs only £1 per year, Please telephone me at T48 2727 with

vour offer to help us,
JEamE CAPLAN.
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AJEX Hammersmith & District

During 1976 the members of our branch have continued to
play their part not only on a local level bul al:o in the wider
issues in which AJEX is prominently involved. In previous issues
of this magazine we have given details of our local activities. In
this one we give an inside picture of three of the many important
actvities in which the branch takes part on a national level.

ISRAEL AND S50VIET JEWRY

Thiz forms part of a wider committes, also taking in our
relationship as Jews with other countries, With Taragl izolated
in the world, particularly in the United Nations with iis inbuilt
voling bas, we endeavour (o collect and disseminate information
and iake action wherever mecessury Lo assist Tsmael, O many
examples we quote the universities of Britain, who are being
swamped with Arab propagands, mostly by Arabs at the univer-
sities, We koow it is here where antisemitizm disguised as ani-
Zionism nurtures. Our present lask endeavours 1o bring together
young Jewish men and women at these universities to form groups
in order to swing the pendulum in the other direction. To do
this we publish leaflets. booklets. and news-sheets which give a
clear picture of Isracl and workd Jewry.

Soviet Jewry [orms a large part of our efforts and regular
contact 1% maintained with our brave thren in Russin, Ouor
branch has adopied a Soviet Jewish “Refusnik,” to whom we
wrile regularly to give encouragement and 1o emphasise o the
Soviet authorities, who open the letters, that they are not forgot-
tenr,  Much of the work is done behind the scenes but with every
Tew leaving Russia we feel something has been achieved.

ANTI-SEMITISM

Since the war this has become an unpopular word, (o be
avoided.  However, anti-Zionism, which is flourishing in the
majority of countries in the world, as is shown by voting in the
LN, is the same vile evil but wrapped up with a different title,
Where anti-Zionism is prevalent, antisemitism cun’t be far away.

In this country it &5 the MNational Front and the National
Party which disseminates racism.  The leaders of both these
parties are cx-fascists and do not hide the fact that they are anti-
Jewish. We have all noticed the inecreasing number of votes they
have ohained in local and by-glections. Thev receive a Lair
amount of publicity as well as substantial funds. At the next
General Election they intend to fight at least hall the total of
Parliamentary seats. This all needs careful watching. Our branch
ohserves any manifestations from these parties as well as others,
be it newspaper articles, letters. leaflets. as well as meetings.
Information is collated at Head Office and action taken.

confinued on next poage

AJEX—vconitinued from previous pape

WELFARE

Apart from local cases of ex-servicemen in neesd, of which
we are happy to say there are only one or two, 1 had the fortunane
expericoce of spending an evening al AJEX H.OQ., where neody
casges are investigaled and assisted. A larpe number of these
people have lived normal happy lives but now through old age or
sickness, and in many cases both, have fallenm on hard times,
Some are embarrassed by their position but in every case they are
given a sympathetic hearing and made to leel that we, as Jews,
have not forgotten them.  Another group need help which iz not
=0 much financial as clerical, 10 sort owm their affairs with which
they are now unable o cope.

In this world, with its hundreds of regulations and forms,
az well as the pormal bills which have to be paid, some obder
people are unable to comprehend and small things worry them.
Al AJEX H.OQ., our welfare workers assisl 1o sirmighten out their
affairs. Another and muoch larger group does nol ask for any
assistance, but they are lonely. A wisit [rom another ex-Service-
man brightens their lives and sometimes we can be of assiztance
with advice.

These are but three of the activities of AJEX. People these
days say that most help asked for is financial and in these hard
times it is difficult @0 give, Here 15 an opportunity for any ex-
Service mun or woman to help and it costs nothing. Tf you are
prepared fo spend an occasional evening (or afternoon) visiting
a lonely ex-Service man of the Jewish faith, we should be grateful
for your assistance. And if you think we are doing a worthwhile
job and wish to identify vourself with our work, become a member
for £2 per annum. Pgou: our Secretary, Mick Ast, 736 31735,

IB,

A CANDLE IN THE NIGHT—comtinued from page 16

we joined his parents st the Dedication ceremony and visited
the provisional resting - place of Yaron and other boys at the
Military Cemetery near Naharia. Here, almost on the seashore,
over 60 Tsraehi soldiers found a tem resting-place. At one
of the graves an elderly gentleman was rc.pai;:ing some flowers with
beautiful fresh ones from a larpe lorryload and one by one he
ted every prave. 1 entered into conversation with him,
in the course of which he told me that he came twice weekly and
changed the fowers, adding, “My mli.' aon lies here with his
comrades and so the distance from Askalon, where T live (120 km),
i5 nolhing to me. Yom Kippur is Yahrzeit for all of us™ —
“a candie in the might™.
Yaron was subsequently re-interred in Petach Tikvah, and his
father, that wonderful teacher and scholar. now lies beside him.
“A Candle in the Night.”
F. J. GERTLER.




J.ILA, REPORT

“Solidarity Year” was the inspiration for our community’s
special efforts for Israel, The increasing Arab bowcalt, trving 1o
strangle Israel’s economy, must be counteracted!  The civilised
Western workd has still not woken up 1o the dangers of the destruc-
tive P.L.0. terrorists. The plight of Russian Jewry is daily in
QU minds,

Our J.LA. Committee, under the joint Chairmanship of
Messrs. Bernard Davis and Willie Gertler, with the assistance of
our Treasurer, Dr. Dennis Caplan, and a handful of indefatigable
Commities members, called an Appeal meeting for June &, by
courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin De Winter at their home.
During the absence of Mr. Bernard Duavis, overseas, Mr. Willic
Gertler introduced our Guest of Honour, Dr. Marcus Einfeld,
Ph.D., Chairman of the Committee for Russian Jewry, a very
eloquent and distinguished Australian, who will shortly emigrate
to Tsrael. Dr. Einfeld gave a resumé of the world situation as il
affects the State of lsrael, world Jewry, the needs of our le,
and the duty of everv one of us 1o do all we can to safeguard
the future of ocur children and prandchildren. The impact of
Dr. Einfeld's personality, sincerity, and eloquence was really an
inspiration. Mr. Willie Gertler mude the Appeal, which consisted
only of: “Dr. Einfeld told us what to do, and now act!™ The
response was magnificent!

After the miraculous Entebbe operation, “Mission Impossible,”
described in The Times as “a deed of daring and courage,” we
called # “Thank You, Israel” meeting for Sunday, July 11, at the
Synagopgue Hall, atiended by over 200 people from our congrega-
tion and neighbouring communities.

FINE APPEAL RESULT

Mr. Bernard Abital, Information Counsellor of the lsracli
Embassy, gave us some details of events and assured us thal
vigilance against lerrorism must not be lessened,

pir. Bernard Davis, in the Chair, reported about American
Tewry’s great contributions, and Mr. Willie Gertler, in his Appeal.
emphasised the fact that as a rule we Jews could only rely on
our fellow-Jews for understanding, assistance, and help in our
battle for Tsracl's prosperity.

We had a record number of contributions, 156, reaching over
£15.000. Dr. Caplan, afier announcing the result of the evening's
donations, thanked Mr. Abital and the people preseni. The
evening concluded with the singing of "Hatikvah.™

A

ANNUAL PRIZE-GIVING —oontinued from page (3

| have been happily involved for many years, to have the honour
of presenting the prizes and saying a few words 10 you.

One of our two London newspapers, the Evening Standard,
has been informing us recently that “Everyone Needs Standards™
Te no people is this more applicable than o us.  Jews have 1o
do all in their power to ensure that they kesp, as far as they are
able, to the traditions and procedures that Jews have followed
for centuries, Our faith i5 three times as old as Christianity,
and there is, therefore, more risk that its foundations muy become
eroded with time, if we do not act to prevent it. Speaking as o
mother of a son and daughter, both of whom attended these
classes, T know how important it is for every one of us o ensure
that they are doing their part in preserving the comtinuity of all
in which we believe,

[ am not striking a blow for Women's Liberation, but merely
stating a fact, when 1 say that the girls have a very special part
to play in this important continuity of Judaism. When all is
said and done, it is the woman who keeps the home kosher, who
makes the arrangements (o ensure that Yomtov is kept., that the
cundles are §it each week . . . and @t is the woman around whom
the household revolves. To the girls, T would say that it is not
all work., There is o tremendous amount of pride and pleasure
to be felt 4s the person who has made possible the special days
of Sabbath and Yomiov., And is there anything 10 be compared
with the aimosphere of a Jewish home at the commencement of
ihe Sabbath, when the whole family gathers rtogether!

While T am speaking of pride — the Yiddish word for which
i« “mackas” (and this means especially the pride which parenls
fesl for their children who have accomplished something special)

~ 1 would like to say to all the children who have attended classes
und who have earned a4 prize today, do continue with the good
work. Yoo will derive from this not only knowledge, which is
an end in itself, but you will be arming yourself for the future,
You will also be able 1o enter o synapogos anywhere in this
shrinking world, and be able to follow the service there, amd
feel yourself one of the wonderful brotherhood of Jews. And
the pride your parents feel today docs not end when you feave
childhood behind you and become young men and women.  To
me, as 3 mother, it is one of life’s rewarding experiences (o stand
in the Synagogue, singing with the congregation one of our
traditional hymns, and 1o hear beside you another voice — that
of the next generation — who is carrying on all that you hold
dear.

We, as 4 nation. have coniributed much 1o the caliure of
the world — and when the annals of courape and bravery wre
recorded, surelv there must be a place for the rescee of the
hundred hostages by the Tsraeli force. which happened in Entebbe

conpinued on Rext page
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ANNUAL PRIZE-GIVING-—continued from previous page
4 l'E"L‘l:k of twa ago,  There, too, @& cause [or pride on & national
scale,

I would like to thank you for the beawiful bouguet of Aowers
you have presented to me. and 10 express the preai pleasure
which Sidney and I feel at the honour we have had today. It
i% @ jont homour, for [ know how many times Sidney has acted in
his capacity 28 collection and delivery man for the cakes and
biscuits when the classes or congregation have had a function.
He is much guicter than I am, but a good marriage, like a good
bottie of wine, depends on body and on bubble — in ours, Sidney
provides the body and I provide the bubhle.

And finally, T would like to say that I feel today's homour is
shared by the small group of ladies who, whether they are called
“The Parents’ Association™ or “The Ladies’ Guild”, are always
ready 1o prepare teas, coffees, and light refreshments, and 1o
work cheerfully in the background, just as they have done today.
| would like to say “Thank you™ to them, most sincerely, and
also, lidies and gentlemen, to you for listening to me.

The Chairman thanked Mrs. Williams for her pertinent and
memorable remarks and invited her (0 present the prizes,
wha attended. M. deV.

At the conclusion of this ceremony the choir sang two lively
songs and there were special musical items by Tulie Ohayon (guitar)
and Rhian Isaacson (recorder) and Danielle and Colette Lux (pigno
duetsh

A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr, M, DeVries to all
prize-winners for their efforts, to the teachers for their encourage-
ment of the pupils, and to the Hon, Superintendent, Chairman,
and Classes Committes and Representatives al the London Board
of Religious BEducation. A zpecial vote of thanks was due 1o the
choir and musicians, also o the Ladies’ Guild for providing the
refreshments.

The happy atmosphere of which the Rev. Mr. Venitt had
spoken in his report clearly existed not only in the classes but
extended to the Annnal Prize Day, which was obviously enj ved
not only by the parlicipanis but also by all members and friends
wha attended. M. deV.

NEWS OF FRIENDS IN ISRAEL

As a shining example of fortitede, courage, and determination,
[ should ke to refer to Pearl Silver.

She und her late husband. Gershon, were highly respected
members of our congregation for many vears and preat workers
for Tsrael, After Gershon's sodden death in 1967, Pearl foli
she had to pull herself iogether for the sake of her teenage daughter
Tane, After taking various courses in urts and crafis, she bepan
tir stady to become a London Tourist Goide, a field which called
for great application and a grasp of detail, The sobject fazcinated

confintied on nexit poge
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NEWS OF FRIENDS IN ISRAEL —vonsinued from prev. puge

her. In the meantime Jane went off on Aliyah to Israel, studied
il the Hebrew University, and met Arik, a Sabra.  Pear] was now
faced with a problem. It became clear that her daughter would
not wish to return to England. She decided to go on Alivah
too.  Jane, realising how swccessful her mother had been as a
London Guide, prevailed upon her to take the Isracl Course. In
order to overcome the language difficulty, Jane also enrolled for
the course, and after each lecture translated the notes into English.
In this way, both mother and daughter became qualified guides,
Pearl Silver has now resched the very pinnacle of her profession.
She mkes gpuests from the Prime Minister's Office on tour.

Her daughter Jane has now gone as the wife of a Shaliach
to the U5 A, and will come back to Israel with a group of over
30 teenagers. whom she will guide through Israel for one month.
Jane has been giving talks on Isracl af universities and to Jewish
vouth, with slides, and for the first time a group is actually coming
from Texas, owing 1o her cfforns.

Arik has 1o do summer camps all the holidays and he often
has to go to seminars in different cities. They are both counting
the days before they actually come back to Istoel, [ understand
they have not been smitten with living in the States! z.

NEW YEAR GREETINGS FROM
HETTY & DAYID BALOMNOY
148, CONINGHAM ROAD, W.12
with their families
JOYCE & DAVID KIPNES, with

LIAME, IAN and DAMIEL
OF LONG ISLAND, US.A

and

GLORIA DEANER, |.P., & JULIAN DEANER

with KATHARINE, ADAM & EMMA

OF 26 GREENHALGH WALE,
HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURE, N.2,
AND OF CANN, MELBURY ABBAS, DORSET.
AND OF HAMMERSMITH BROADWAY, W.4.
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PRAGUE'S YANISHED GLORIES

There was a time when Prague was & good place for the
Jews. In the 16th and 17th centuries, when, perseculed alike by
Catholics und Lutherans, Jews were being expelled from cities
in Germany and France, the whole Bohemian COMMUnilY were
under the speciul protection of the Imperial Court.  Leaders of the
Jewish community in Prague were financial and medical advisers
W the Holy Roman Emperor and many, over the vears, were
accorded privileges which were tntamount to patents of nobility.
Although the Gheito was enclosed, the walls meandered 1o such
un extent thil in some places half a building was inside and half
clside the limits.

In this benign simosphere the Jews flourished and Prague
became the centre of learning and culture in Europe. The spirit
of tolerance was such that Tews took pant in all State processions,
under their own banner, and the miluence of the Jews upoa their
fellow-cilizens is shown by the fact that in many churches Hebrew
15 used in the mural paintings and on the principal bridge over
the Vliava, the Charles TV bridge, there are groups of statues,
the central one being 4 crucifix surmounted by “Kaodosh, kodosh,
kodosh, Adonai Tevo'ous™ in Hebrew characters made in wrought
froi,

As time went on the direct impact of the Jews upon the
Imperial Court waned, but still life was good, Synagogues in the
Old Town muliiplied and old traditions and customs survived
without interference. And then, in 1938, came Hitler | . |

When | visited Prague in 1962 the Jewish community in the
whole of Bobemin had been more than decimated. Cnly one
Synagogue, the Almeu (the oldest in Europe), was still functioning.
All the athers were museums or warehouses, It gave one o
curious pang to come upon a building with Hebrew lettering in
reliel around the fagade — obviously a synagogue — and sec
trucks of merchandise wheeled in and out of the once impressive
doorways,

In the Dusni Shul there had been collected Ark and Sefer
covers from all over the country, some dating back more than
I years. The Ark covers were displaved on runners, as CArPEts
ire hung in & showroom, and these were erecied under Chuppah
canopies so that they could be drawn out and viewed singly.
The materials and decoration bore eloguent lestimony (o the
wealth and devotion of the long-dead donors.  To our eves, accus-
tomed o sminﬁke‘ﬁhﬁ ruby or blue velvelr cowers, the delicare
saffron yellow silk and soft blue satin of some of the oldest curtains
were most attractive, The Dusni Shul itself is, T think, (he
most beautiful, speaking archifecturally, that T have ever seen
and it must have been a wonderful sight 1o see it thronged with

contlienied ol Hext page

PRAGUE'S VANISHED GLORIES—continued from prev. pege

nearly 2,000 worshippers, as would have been the case on Yom-
tovim in its palmy days,

The Klius and the Pinkaz Synagorues were used 1o house
various relics and documents relating (o everyday life of the Jews
from about 1300 onwards. The Klaus, a much smaller Shul than
the Dusni, had been cleared of all seats and the walls had been
washed white with what appeared, at first sight, to be a wide band
of decoration m grey, black and red around the middie. Upon
looking closer, however, ihis decoration resolved itsell inte a
continwous line of writing and formed a list of the names of all
known Czech Jews, men, women, and children, who “disappeared”
alter 1938, 1 have since been to Jerusalem and seen Yad Vashem,
bul although the sense of horror and pity was strong there, |
have never been so moved as [ was in that small whitewashed
hull, with its piteous catalogue of crime. [ went from there to
the Old Cemetery, which adjoins the Synagogue, in order 10 stay
awhile in Kever Ovous and regain a Title composure from the
serenity of {hat holy spoi.

SHABRAT SERVICE

On Shabbat, my aunt amd T went to the Alineushul,  As a
small indication of the general shabby appearance of the gentle
and charming people of Prague, we attracted a great deal of notice
by the fact that we were wearing hois and gloves with our simple
simmer dresses,  The Shul, dating back o0 1320, is buill on
the principle of a box within & box, The inner block is the Shul
itsell, where the men would congregate, and the outer shell was
where the women sat, able to hear the service through small
apertares in the wery thick walls. Now, alas, there was a bare
minyan and one only lady beside us and we all huddled together
in the innér room. However., we all knew the service and some
al least of the tunes were fwmiliar, although there was no Ein
Keiloheinu and no Adon Olam.  The building was cold and dusty
and our voices seemed 1o rise into the dim heights of the roof like
a faint echo of all the chanting and singing that had pone before
over more (han zix hundred wvears. But here, as i noo other
place before or since, T felt surrounded by our loving and beloved
dead, whose staunch beliefs had carried on the glorious heritage
which had now descended 10 me.

My visit 1o Prague was a profound experience and the Feelings
which arose are still strong in my mind,  If ever T should chance
to forges, for a little, what ft meant to be Jewish, for good or
evil, the sights T saw in Prugue will remind me both of the tolecince
and the bigotry which we have experienced for 2000 years.

R1.
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Meditations on the Separation of Meat from
Milk

The law of Basar BeHalav {Meat and Milk), that is 1o say,
the law whereby we do not mix milky and meaty [oods or dishes,

belongs to the category of laws known as Chudim (singular : Chok),
These are laws which G-d has commanded us 10 perform but He
has not made known to us the reasons for them. Nevertheless,
everyone agrees thil we are obliged o obey these Chukim even
though we cannot woderstand them.  There are, however, those
who consider that, since we are blessed with the facolty of remson, it
behoves us o meditate on possible reasons [or these Chedfom:
this does not imply that our obedience to the Chukim should be
in any way dependent on our success in finding satisfactory
explanations, but nevertheless we shoubll not be deterred from
our search.

The law of Basor BeHalav, however, is perhaps the hardest
o explain rationally. Thn Eern concluded: “the reason of this
prohibition is concealed from the eyes of even the wise”™ The
law i% of course based on the command found three times in the
Chumash, “Thou shall not seethe a kid in iis mother's milk™
(Exod. xxiii, 19 xxxiv, 26; Deot, xiv, 214,

According fo the Oral Law — Torah Shebe’al Peli — which
was revealed a1 Sinai together with the Written Law, this thrice-
repeated sentence refers 1o the three prohibitions: fesur Bisha! —
boiling meat and milk together; Jssr Akhilgh — eating meat and
milk together; fowr Honoah — deriving any benefit from a mix-
ture of meat and milk,

MYSTICAL EXPLANATION

A mystical explanation for the law of Baser BeHalav is thal
it involves a mixture of species. In the same way as we are
forbidden to wear a garment made of wool and linen together,
or o plough with an ox and ass together, or 10 sow our field
with mingled seed, s0 we are forbidden to mix milk and meat.
At the Creation, G-d created every creature in mccordance with
the law of ils own species — Lemine — and the Jewish Mystics
assert that we must not interfere with the law of the species initiated
at Creation, because “it disturbs the balince of the Unjverse.™
Thus. say the Mystics, meat and milk boiled or caten together
disturb the harmony of man and the harmony of the Universe.

Samson Raphael Hirsch, the founder of Neo-Orthodoxy in
Frunkfort in the nineteenth century, took the view expressed
ghove, namely. that it behoves us o meditate on reasons for 1he
Chukim. As regards Bosar BeHofav, he, like the Mystics. con-
nects the law with the preservation of different species, Israel,
oo, 5 a “species” and must observe its own special law, the
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FOR THE OQVER 6
HAMMERSMITH FRIENDSHIP CLUB

In reporiing on the Club’s activities for 1975-6, we can say
that we had a very happy year with lots of pleasure parties held
for many different occasiods.

Coastal outings took place as always and the weather waz all
we could wish for. Members derived great pleasure from being
able (o take pirt in the Seder, which was made possible by the
Ladies” Guild and held in the Synagogue Hall, The Rev. Mr
Venitt conducted the service,

Our entertainments were gay and varied, and we do enjoy
some lovely afterncons of music over the year, provided by the
Iocal authority,

We spent a busy aficrnoon when we were able o tuke pant
in a demonsiration of flower-making. We really beeame invalved
Our thunks are doe io Mrs. Rosalic Evnine.

The club was represented atl the service held in the Synapooue
for the presentation of the testimonial to the Rev, and Mrs. 5.
Forscher, which was a very moving bul happy afternoon.

We alzo enjoved a vizit from Chairman of the Association
of Jewish Friendship Clubs; it is good to hear what is happening
in the chuh world,

Our members fully enjoyed a visit we made 10 a real beauty
spot, Bourdon-on-the-Water, o half-day outing and  afternoon
1€58 ¥ahs 0 musk.

With the welfare of our members always in mind, we now
epen the club at 1 pom.. which enables them 1o come earlier if
they so wish, making travelling that hit easier for them. From
fime 1o time we must say goodbye to all friends — that is life.

We still have things 1o do:a Bring-and-Buy sale, then our very
special Z3th Birthday Pariy, which just has to be the best, We
had a lovely party on the occasion of the wedding of the Rev.
and Mrs. Forscher’s daughter, which took place early in the vear,
We have also made new members. which means happiness.  May
we all enjoy many more years of friendship.

On behalf of Mrs, Levy. we thank the Board of Managemeni
for its continued co-operation. Mary WiLsow,

Hen, Secretary.

Mr. & Mrs. ALFRED COLEMAN

wish the Minisers
ared  their frignds
of the Hampmersmith & West Kensingion Synavogue
a very Happy New Yeoar,

i)
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Torah. Basar Bellalav teaches every lsraclite to live in accord-
ance with the law of his own species. mamely, the Torah.

On the other band, some consider the law of mear and milk
in the same light as the other dietary laws, whose purpose is o
strengthen the characier of the Jew and thus lead to holiness, In
support of this view it may be argued that the two verses in
Exodus containing the law of meat and milk (Exod. xxiii, 19, and

i Fappear at the end of various laws aiming at Kedpshah
— haliness; and the third passage (Deut. xiv, 21} appears in the
context of other dietary laws, where the aim of holiness s
especially mentioned.

In conclusion, it must be stressed that our obedience 10 the
dietary laws is in no way dependent on owr ability o speculate
te our satisfaction on the repsons for them,  There ultimate valid-
ity rests on the fact that G-d commanded them.

Frma YoFrey.
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