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EMNTORIAL

OUR RECORD

The Synagogue’s Annual Reporl for 1970/71 was printed.
for economy's & on a four-page flimsy. The Honorary Officers
in their introductory remarks summed up the vear's activities so
admirably that it deserves to be recorded in 4 more permanent
form. They stated, “Has this been a busy year for Hammersmith
sSynagogue or a quiet year? If you were asked this question, what
would be your reply? Let the facts speak for themselves in the
following list of main events that have taken place.

“l. Service of Thanksgiving to mark the 80th Anniversary of
the Synapogue.

"2, Celebration tour of Israel,

“3.  Reception lo the Chatan Torah and Chatan Bereshit,

“4. Eight weekly lectures on ‘Tribes and Sects of Israel’ and
‘Jewish Law and Institutions in Tsrael’,

"3, Cinema show at the French Lycée, arranged by the Func-
tions Committee, in ail of local, communal and combined
charities,

“6, Shop—taken by our Ladies' Guild for a Good-as-New Sale
in aid of spectal charities,

“T. A most successful and encouraging year by our JPA.
Committee, who raised over £14,000 in 1970, and who hope
1o increase this figure substantally during 19717,

To this list may now be added the most impressive service
held at the Synagogue o mark the presentation by the Synagogue
of a new standard to the Hammersmith Branch of Ajex. Further-
maore, our secotid Bat Chayil Service on July 4 was a very happy
affair. In addition, there have been the activities arranged by the
Parents’ Association, Friendship Club, Youth Organisations, and
the local Zionist and Ajex branches. OF all these, full reports
will be found in the pages of this edition of The Brook.

We can be proud of our record—and aim at a still beiter
one for our Synagogue in the year to come.

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION

A nuclews of only half a dozen or 50 members forms the
Parents” Associations Commitiee, who meet to arrange functions
such as Chanucah parties, Purim parties, prizegivings, etc., at which
children from the classes attend with their parents.

It is very much a working committee, underiaking all the
preparation and serving of refreshments at all these patherings.

The aim of the Parents’ Association is' the welfare of the
childrenn of our Classes, and if you are as interested as we are in
them, please get in touch with our energetic Hon, Secretary, Mirs.
Rita Verby, of 45 Ranelagh Gardens Mansions, S W.6 (736 3731).
Your help — in whatever form you offer it — will be greatly
appreciated.
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I
|| SOCIAL AND PERSONAL

WEDDINGS

| The following marriages were solemnised ai the Synagogue
| during the course of the year:
| Peter GREENWOOD 10 Valerie Sandra COHEN

FAGE

Amndrew Michael Jon FREEMAMN 1o Pearl Sarah OHAYON
Emest Moel JACOBS o Linda Margaret OXER
%/ /I SS/AN & Samuel KUPERBERG to Joan Becke FREDERICKS
el e i ' John TURGEL to Adrienne BLOOM
[ BAEMITZYAHS
| David SILEK Phillip HODES
David KARLIN Stephen LEVY
Sidney MYERS
To those above, and o all members and their families who
had celebrations during the year, we extemnd warmest Delicitations
and pood wishes.
| NEW MEMRBERS
A hearty welcome is extended to the following, who joined
the Synagogue during the past year:

Mrs. Armmam Mrs, Mary Gantan

Mr, Harry Barneit Miss Hilda Lewis

Mrs. D. Cohen Mrs. Rebecca Maccoby
M, Phillip Abraham Cohen Mr. Lewis David Morris
Mrs. Rachel Cohen Mrs. Deborah Phillips
Mrs. Hilda Cousin Mrs. Sarah Szlumper

Mz, Sadie Cutler

Bridegrooms of the Law

We have much pleasure in announcing the names of our
Chasanim for the coming Festivals,

Our Chasan Torah will be Mr. Jeffery Brand and our Chasan
Bereshis Mr, Albert 5. Bankover, The choice is a pamicularly
happy one bocause both couples, Mr. and Mrs, Brand and Mr.
and Mrs. Bankover, will be celebrating their Silver Wedding
pamiversaries af that season of the year.

Mr. Brand has been an Honorary Officer of the Synagogue
for many years and he is also Chairman of the Religion Classes,

He was also a participant in the inter-Synagogue guiz for two

stccessive years. He is held in the highest esteem by his colleagues

and members of the Congregation. Mrs. Brand taoght in our
classes for a number of years and the children bencfited greatly
| from her expert tuition,
- Mr. Bankover has directed his efforts mainly towards the
Hammersmith and District Ajex, of which he is one of the pillars.
His geniality and readiness to be of help at all rimes have made
him a popular and valued figure among a large circle. Mrs. Bank-
| over assists her husband in all his acuvities for Ajex, The Bank-
overs were married in the Hammersmith Synagogue,

Le | 5




NEW YEAR GREETINGS

The Hon. Officers and Board of Management extend their
Compliments and Best Wishes for a Happy New Year to all
Members of the Congregation and their Families,

The Reverend and Mrs, 5. Venitt and Family wish to convey
their sincere wishes for 8 Happy and Prosperons New Year to the
Honorary Officers, 1o the Board of Management, relatives, friends,
and members of the Synagogue

The Reverend and Mrs, Samuel Forscher and Ruth wash to
convey their warmest greetings for the New Year to the Honorary
Oifficers, to the Board of Management, and to all members of the
Congregation and their families.

Mr. and Mrs, M, Fricdmann and Family wish to convey their
most cordial wishes to the Congregation for a Happy and Healthy
Mew Year.

Mr, and Mrs. P. Howard send their compliments to all the
Congregslion.

Sincerest good wishes for the New Year are extended 1o the
Ministers, Honorary (fhcers, the Board of Management, and all
congregants, relatives and friends by:

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Abrahamson and Malka, 15 Hammer-

smith Broadway, W.6,
Mrﬁ;aﬁd Mrs, M, A. Amias and Family, 38 Barons Keep,
A4,
Mr. and Mrs. David Arram, Adrienne and Raymond, 7
Blenheim Foad, W.4.

Mr&r lgamrm Asher. 22 The Cedars, Heronslorde, Ealing,

M. and Mrs M. An%dus, 96 Addison Gardens, W.14.

Mr, and Mrs. A. 5. Bankover and Family, 47 Emlyn Road.

W.12,

Mrs. Ecca Bash, 60 Fitz George Avenue, W14,

M, and Mrs. H. Baves and Familﬁ 1 Eversfield Road, Kew

Mr. and Mrs. H. Brandon, 22 Raffles House, Brampton

Grove, N.W 4,
Rebecea and Basil Benzimra and Family, 48 Pensford Avenue,
Kew Gardens, Richmond, Surrey.

Joy and Jeffery Brand, 73 Burons Keep. W.14.

Ray and Jack Canter, 15 Bush Court, Shepherds Bush, W.12.

Mrs. J. Caplan, 255 Latymer Court, W.6.

Dr. and Mrs. M. ). Caplan and Family, 54 Scuth Parade,

W4

Mr. and Mrs. N. Cohen, 9 Charcroft Court, Minford Gardens,

w.l4,

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Collins, 20 Hamlet Court, London, W.6.

Mr. and Mrs, Frank Cowan, 32 Bloemfontein Road, W.13.

Dr. and Mrs. Jack Cowan, 22 Granard Avenue, 5.W.15.

(comtinued on page T)
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Roger and Bianca Curtis, Kinross, 13 Coombe Lane-West,
Kingston/ Thames, Surrey.
Mr. and Mrs, Bernard Davis, 18 Palace Mansions, W.ld,
Mr and Mrs. 5. DeVries, Maurice and Ruth, 52 Arundel
Wansions, Baromes, 50,13,
Mr, and Mrs. George Evnine and Family, 120 Oukwood
Court, 'W.14,
Dr. and Mrs. A, M, Filer, 3 Sh:[g:lxla Buzh Road, W.6.
Dr and Mrs. David Filer and Daughters, Warwick Lodge,
Warwick Dene, W.5
Clive and Irene Fox, Robert and Kate, 17 Canons Drive,
Edgware, Middlesex.
Mr. and Mrs, E. Franks and Family, 54 Barons Keep, W.14.
Dr. and Mrs. L. Freeman and Family, 20 The Drive, NW.11.
Mr. and Mrs. George Green, 19 Ashiield Road, Acton, W.3.
M. aa:td Mrs, H. Gelpsman and Family, 45 Caithness Road,
W.14,
Miss C. Halfin, 18 Cloncurry Street, 5.W.6.
Mr and Mrs, Jack Halfin and Family, 32 Granard Avenue,
Putney, 5.W.15.
Mr. M. Halfin, 18 Cloncurry Street, S.W.6.
Mrs. J. Harris (Chorister), 84 Western Avenue, Acton, W
Mrs. Amy Hart, 55 North End House, W.14,
Dr. and Mrs Cyril Hodes, Angela and Philip. 1 Ashchurch
Terrace, W.12,
Dr, and Mrs, Frank Hodes and Family, 7 Oakwood Court,
W14,
Mrs. Minna Katits-Springer, 8 Bolingbroke Road, W.14,
Mr, and Mrs. . Kurrman, 35 Suffolk Road, 5.W.13.
Adelaide and Jack Langdon, 107 Perryn Road, W5
Mrs, B Larsen, 2 Somerion Road, London, N.W.2
Mr. and Mre. Godfrey Levy and Family, 44 Fitzjames Avenue,
London, W.14.
Hw r:1ru:| Leslie Levy, 46 Raffles House, Brampton Grove,
W4,
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Levy, 212 Goldhawk Road, W.12.
Mz A, Litman, 192 Cromwell Road, 5.W.5
Mr. A Mark, I.P., and Mrs, Mark, 46 Audley Road, W.5,
Br, asm:l Mrs, M. D Mark, 2 Anne Mount, Madeley Road,
W,
My, and Mrs, H, Mirwitch and Family, 11 South Side, Stam-
ford Brook, W.b.
Mr. and Mrs. . Morris, 115 Barons Keep, W14,
Dr and Mrs, 0. Moses, 32 Wolverton Gardens, W6,
Mr. and Mrs. Svdney Mapper and Tan, |1 Bronte Courl,
Giirdlers Road, W.14,
Mry. O, Maschauer, 249 Latymer Court, W.6,
Mrﬂand Mrs. J. N, Misner and Maxwell, 6 Latymer Court.
B
(continued oo page 91




Mr. & Mrs.
JOSEPH L. GODFREY

take the opportunity to
wish all refations,
friends
and

all the congregation

Happy New Year

NEW YEAR GREETINGS—continued from page 7

Mr, and Mrs. David Obayon and Family, Orchard Close. Vine
Road, S.W.13,

Mrs. Rose Parker, 86 Brook Green. W G

Mrs H. B. Paros, 24 Hartswood Riad, W.12.

Mr. and Mrs. 8. Perbohner. 121 Castelnau, Barnes, SW.13.

Mr. and Mrs, Alfred Phillips and Melanie, Flat 11, Bridge
Avenne Mansions, W6,

Mrs. Beatrice Rose, 12a Kensington Hall Gardens, W.14.

Mr. and Mrs Alfred Rosen 35 Clavering Avenue, S.W.13.

Mr and Mrs. Alfred Sacks, 18 Heathcroft, Ealing, W3,

Mrs. M. Bamuels, 283 Latymer Court, W.6,

Mr. and Mrs. H, Sharpe, 55 North End House, W.14.

Mrs. Anita Simmonds and Tohn, 14 Cecil Close, Mounl
Avenue, W5

Mr. and Mrs, N. Sogan. 18 Sutherland Gardens, 5.W.14,

Drwund Mrs. E. Sommer and Family, 22 Chesterfield Road,

4,

Mr. and Mrs, H, Spector, 77 North End House, W.14.

M% Elﬁn Sreindler, 7 Glenallan House, Maorth End Crescenl.

Mr. and Mrs. Bertram Topper. 41 Rockley Court, Rockley
Road, W.14,

1% and Mrs. M. C. Torrance and Rowena. 4 West Kensing-
ton Court, W.14.

Lily and Alfred Turner, 14 Laburnum Couri, Dennis Lune,
Rianmore.

Or. and Mrs. F. 8, Tysh and Tan, 38 Prebend Gardens, W.6.

Mr. and Mrs. L. Veiner, 73 Siafford Court, W.8.

David and Margaret Velleman, 1753 Earls Court Road.

WS,
Mr. and Mrs. P. Wender, 30 Heathfield Court, Heathfield
Terrace, W4,
Be;riamiﬂ and Elizabeth de Winter, 109 Crakwond Court,
g4,

Lizette and Antonia de Winter, 119 Oakwood Court, W.14.

Dr. and Mrs. ). G. Woolich and Family, 1 North End House,
Fitz-James Avenue, W.14

Mr. :;nd Mrs. I Yoffey and Fiona, 130 Morth Emd House.
w4,

When Oueen Victoria celebrated her Jubilee in June, 1887,
a big féte was organised for schoolchildren in Hyde Park. Through
the intermediation of Mr. W, Ashe Payne, Christian headinasier
of the Stepney Jewish School, kosher food was supplied for all
Jewish children attending the fete.
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A YEAR GOES AND A YEAR COMES

CHIEF RABBI'S NEW YEAR MESSAGE 3732

It is with a mixture of bodh relief and anxiely that we approach
the end of 5731. Relief, above all, at the completion of a full
vear in which the guns remained silent on what was Isracl's
bloodiest front, Relief also at the chbing fortunes of the Arab
lerrorists—turning from the spectacular hijackings at the end of
last year to the recent ignominious routing of their forces in
Jordan, Amd refief at several other hopeful developments on the
international and domestic scenes.

ISRAEL'S INTERNAL STRESSES

But in Israel the relaxation of some pressures from without
has focused allention on the ominous emergence of others from
within. In a society as deeply committed to promoting social
justice as the Jewish people, it is especially prievous that an
ugly movement like the Black Panthers (however different from
thetr American namesakes) was needed to highlight the problems
of poverty and of discrimination in housing, education, and employ-
ment. The social shoricomings now exposed by forms of agitation
we would have preferred to remain foreign to Israel should chal-
lenge Diazpora Jewry no less than the Tsrael aothorities. The
securtty of Tsrael demands not only planes and tanks and gallant
men of an hercic. mould; it requires equally massive means lo
conguer squalor, vice, and crime,

Historically, social justice 13 the Jewish people’s greal passion
because it is part of the very fabric of Judaism. The renewed
manifestations of religious tensions in Isreel, exemplified by the
travail through which its rabbinate is currently passing, must
therelore be a cause of the deepest concern to Jews everywhere.
The present siresses besetting the religious community and its
leadership are all the more damaging at o time when Jewish
sovereignty over Terusalem is being contested on religious groumds
in many parts of the world, The glaring contrast between Jewish
secularization and non-Jewish religious claims to the Holy City
as a site sacred to three foiths lends special topicality to Isatah’s
prophecy: “Zion will be redeemed through justice, and they
that return o her through righteousness™

A development of some significance emanating from Jerusa-
lem was the enlargement of the Jewish Apgency, though one is
mildly bewildered by the anachronism of restoring the archaic
diviston between Zionists and non-Fionists, A more relevant and
hopeful oulcome is the renewed emphasis on the crucial importance
of Jewish education in the Diaspora. The moral support of Tsrael
and the Fionist movement may clearly be decisive in efforts of
Jewish communities everywhere to channel vast resources and
energies info educational projects,

10

SOVIET JIEWRY

Dwring the past vear, no single concern dominated Jewish
life more than the plight of Soviet Jewry, Their suffering has
also evoked a sympathetic response among many Members of
Parlinment and Chorch leaders, as impressively demonstrated at
the annual peneral mesting of the Council of Christians and Jews,
when heads of all denominations movingly referred 1o our anguish,

_ The effects of our protests and demonstrations on the Russian
enigma must remain a matter of conjecture, however relieved we
are by such tokens of a relenting atiifwde as the commutation of
sentences in the show trials and the erratic increase of Jewish
emigration from Russia. Less disputable are the effects of this
agitation on the amaring national and religious stirrings among
Soviet Jews, and indeed on the reassertion by Jewish students
in the Free World of their Jewish identity, as [ stressed before the
Brussels Conference on Soviet Jewry. For many of our Jewish
students—standing boldly in the forefront of the strugsle—the
ciuse of Soviet Jewry is now the principal Jewish rallying point,
reclaiming energies for a Jewish challenge which may otherwise
have been devoted exclusively to causes remote from our people.

COMMONWEALTH TOMR

The wondrous onensss of Israsl was also vividly brought
home 1o me on the memorable Commonwealth tour which took
my wife and me to the most distant communities of our dispersion
in Movember and December. The enthusiastic welcome we received
from our isolaled brothers and sisters as we progressed from
Hong Kong to Wellington bore unforgettable wilness (o their
Jewizh lﬂgait}r a5 well as to their inténse attachment io Anglo-
Jewry and the leadership it was still expected to offer.

Within Britain at large the greatest, and most controversial,
issue was the retumn to Burope, this time not as conguerors but
as partners. This momentous adventure is bound to have far-
reaching consequences on Jewish life, too, We already have many
historical and personal links with Coatinental Jewry, not io
mention the strongest bond of a common faith. The Common
Market will challenge us to shed the last vestipes of our tradi-
tipnal insuladily, to work more closely with our sister-commumi-
tics across the Channel, and to think increasingly of common
European efforiz in spheres like Jewish education, synapooue
organisation, and Zionist endeavour, As the largest European
community to survive the Holocanst unscathed, Anpglo-Jewry will
have to assume a special responsibility in the reconstruction and
creative expansion of Jewish life throughout Europe.

THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE

It is therefore especially gratifying that the United Synagogue,
hitherto a rather inward-looking body, is berinning to make its

{comdinmed on page 2]
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CHIEF RABBI—continied from page 11

interest and influence felt bevond the confines of this country,
as demonsteated by its participation in the Rome Conference of
European Rabbis last December and its active sponsorship of the
World Conference of Synagogues o be held in Jerusalem in
January, 1972, This turning-point occurred appropriately during
the Centenary Year, which began sp auspiciously with the un-
precedented visit of Her Majesty the Queen to a glittering recep-
tion of communal leaders in June, 1970, and which culminated
confidently in a svmposium on “The Future of the United Syna-
gogue” and festively in a pala concert at the Festival Hall,
organised by the Association of ULS, Ladies' Guilds.

Motable, too, was the conference convened by the Lscael
Committes of the United Synagogue to discuss an ambitious pro-
pramme designed to strengthen the bonds between the religious
community and Tsreel. Included were specific proposals to promote
Aliyah, tourism, hospitality to visitors and student= from Israel.
the involvement in lsrael's religious struggles, and generally in
the religious dimension of the unsolved problems plaguwing the
Middle East. Under determined leadership, the United Sgymtgugw
can thus asseri itself as a major force in Jewish affairs. com-
mensurate with ils polential strength as British Jewry's largest
membership organisation, encompassing two-thirds of London
Jewry and aboul one-hall of all Jews in this couniry.

YoM HA'ATEMAUT

Still on the subject of Israsl and synagogue, Yom Ha'atzmaut
this year had a new format 10 replace the single centralised celebra-
von which had losi its appeal in recent years., There was an
encouraging response to the ¢all for congregational festivities, and
more pecple than ever before panicipated in special services.
Yom Yerushalayim, too, was marked by an impressive youth
function, and is now firmly Gxed as a notable day in our calendar,

JEWS COLLEGE

Mo less promising an augury [or the future is the new
chapter opened in the illustrious history of Jews' College with the
long-awaited arrival of the new Principal. One early innovation
has been ihe establishment of a Sixth-Form College Tor Girls, in
the newly acquired Sir lsrael and Lady Brodie Hall of Residence,
also to be used for greatly cxpanded teacher-training facilities.
A thorough reorpanisation of the programme and administration
of Jews' E‘ﬂtlege is alse under way.

The education of our children, too, was not neglected, in fact,
much effort has been expended during the year in preparing 2
vomprehensive development programme on a scale larger than
any enterprise ever undertaken within our community. Little
could add a more cheerful note to this message than 1o report
on the long waiting-lists of pupils seeking admission 10 Jewish
day schools, indicating that more and more Jewish parenis begin
to realise that without a thorough Jewish educalion there can

12

in future no Jews, no synagogues, no Zionists, and no supporters
of any Jewish institufions.

Student needs remained another important communal priority,
especially in the sometimes rather volatile deliberations of ths
Universities Jewish Chaplaincy Board, which had its swccesses
s well az disappointments. Here again, the increasing demand for
chaplains and counscllors by the students themselves is most
encouraging, MNoteworthy in this context was the opening of
London's magnificent Hillel House, the finest communal building
erecied in recent years.

What better evidence can there be for the welcome shift from
monumental synagogues which are emply for all bul three days
@ year to functional buildings serving our youth which are packed
for over 300 days a vear? With ever more beautiful youth centre,
school, and yeshiva buildings for our young and homes for our
aged gracing our community, and with an end 10 the building of
large edifices serving exclusively for purposes of worship, let no
one pow complain about wasting our resources on lavish syna-
gogue struciures and withholding them from essential enterprises
10 accommodate our young and old people.

S¥YNAGOGUE SERVICES AND STANDARDS

What needs heautification are not the walls of our synagoguoes
bui what transpires inside them. To this end, following the first
Conference of Chazanim held last May, | have submitted to all
our congregations proposals designed o enliven our religious
services and 1o encourage the increased participanon of Ccongre-
ganis, particularly the ri;ung among them. Together with the new
regulations (o ensure more adequate preparation of Barmitz-
vah boys for their responsibilities as the future leaders and mem-
bers of our congregations, these steps should help o make our
religious experience more meaningful, our prayers more devoul,
and our faith more exciting.

Beginning with social justice, 1 will conclude with social
service. Welfare workers in a Wellare State are frequently the
unsung heroes of our time, With the attempt by the Jewish Wellare
Board to co-ordinate the efforts of our many domestic charitable
institutions, our atlention is once again drawn o what always was
and must remain the intenge devotion to our people’s most
characteristic quality, that of compassion.

Theee million Jews in Israel still await a securs peace, For
them we ask the world, “Let My people live!™ Another three
million Jews in the USSR, and Arsb lands still yearn for free-
dom. For them we plead “Let My people po!” The rest of Jewry
still meeds a great spiritual reawakening to arrest the erosion of
drift, apathy, and ignorsnce. For them we urge “Let My people
know!” May the New Year meet these needs, so that all owr
anxieties will give way 1o relief and thanksgiving

Rosh Chodesh Av 5731
23 July, 1971
[MMANUEL JAKOBOVITS
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MORE THAN JUST "GOSSIF!

Private 21

Sy IMPORTANT APPOINTMENT

Chairman of Mortlake magistrates, Mr, Lewis Gassman has
been appointed Chairman of the new Court which has been set up
to cover the whole of the London Borough of Richmond-upon-
Thames from Cetober 1, 1971, Mr Gassman has been Chairman
al Mortlake since 1961 amd also held that office from 1953
1956, He @5 assistant dﬂfut}' chairman of Surrey Cuarter Sessions.

A solicitor with a London practice and living at Bames, both
he and his wife and their familics have been members of the
Synagogue for many years. One-lime Hon, Treasurer of the former
Association of Young Lionist Societies, he celebrated his barmitz-
vah and was also married al Brook Green to Betty, the only
daughter of the late H. Jerrold Annenberg and Mrs, Annenberg,
Mr, Annenberg (an expert on the subject of Jews in the Forces)
played a prominent part in the arrangements for the building of
the Synagogue Hall and both he and Mr, Gassman's father, the
late Mr. lsasc Gassman, served the Synagogue well for many
yvears on the Board of Management and on the Council of the
United Svnagogue and other bodies.

Mrs, Gassman was, for a considerable penod, Chairman of
the Thames Valley Bronch of the League of Jewish Women and
18 now Vice-Chairman of the Executive of the Leagee and a
member of the Executive of the Richmond-upon-Thames Council
of Social Service.

Their davghter, Caroline, who was a pupil at the Synazogue
classes, is mow studying law at Leeds University and is Vice-
Chairman of the Leeds Jewish Students’ Association

NEW J P’z

Congratulations are also in onder for, besides Mr. Gassman,
two more of our members who have been appointed magistrites,
Mrs, Jean Caplan and Mr. Alfred Mark. Mrz. Caplan 15 appointed
for West London and Mr. Mark for the Middlesex area of Greater
London,

Ower the past 24 vears Mrs. Caplan has worked for Jewish
and non-Jewish charities. She is a former Chaiman of the
Synagogue Ladies” Guild and a former Hon, Secretary of the
Incal Guild of the Roval Medical Benevolent Fund, At preseat
she 15 Hon, Secretary of the External Relutions Department of
Wiz and one of their speakers, A member of the Mational

leomtinged on paze 16)
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FPRIVATE " AYIN"—continued from page 15

Council of Wizo, she was a delegate from this couniry to the
World Wizo Conference in lsrael last year. She is also one of the
panel of speakers of the Central Leciure Committee of the Board

uf D{Tuﬂcﬁ.

Mr, Alfred Mark, LL.B., who has been a member of our
Synagogue for 15 years—and his parents before him for 35 years—
was educated at Latymer Upper School and King's College,
University of London, During the war he served in the Royal
Artillery for six years, and attained the rank of Major, He was
twice Mentioned in Dbspatches. For some time he was Brigade
Major in the Jewish Brigade, which was commanded by Brigadier
Benjamin, He is Chairman of the Hammersmith European Link

Association,
AS PANTS THE HEART?

As the complete non-business man (you know, the sort of
chap who has to make do with a bike instead of a Rolls), |
nevertheless find it at times fascinating 10 read the Business Diary

88ip column of The Times, Thus | found in an issue since our

st number appeared a most interesting lead-off paragraph devoted
to one of our faithful members and consistent advertisers, “Willie”
Giertler, as it described him. It appears that Mr. Gertler, who had
been newly appointed Director of Eastern Buropean operations
for Levi Strauss & Co., “has (o ensure that youth from Dubrovnik
to Viadivostok is stromgly, suiably, and profitably clothed™,
because “Levis”, the “archetypal garb of cowboys and campus
kuds fs apparently in great dcma.m:Fin the communist countries”,
a3 the columnist puts it, Well, if Mr. Gertler, as we hope, is
successful in at least getting the youth of East and West to agree
on whal paniz o put om, it will Be far better than their seniors
many attempis over the past fifty years or so to scare the pants

il each other!
WRONG ANIMAL!

You may have noticed, of you are inferesied in the technical
aspects of book-printing, that in many volumes, at the fool of
certain pages, iniials appear thut to the uninitiated have no
abvious purpose. They are, however, important 1o the printer and
bookbinder, Known as “signatures™, they indicate the correct
order of the sheels of pages on the 85, 50 thal miztakes are
avoided in folding the pages and hinding the books. 1 happened
to be glancing al a copy of the first edition of the Singer's Prayer
Book, that four de force published by the Rev. Simeon Singer in
1890—and still in constant use—when my eye irresistibly followed
from the English text lo the “signature™ at the end of a page
concerned with the Musaf for Rosh Chodesh, This is how it read
fand T offer it withow! any intentionel irreverence! ) :

And in the beginnings of your months ye shall offer

a bumt offering . , . iwo young bullocks and one

Ll

PERCIEVER.
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The Cantillation of the Torah

By PROFESSOR 5, TOLANSKY

Canfillation, which is that characterisiic sing-song intonation
used in reading the Torah, is guite separate and distinct from
the much more florid improvisational singing style we class as
Chazanuth. It is cerlainly a very ancient musical stvie, depending
ag it does more on rhyithm and syllable sequences and notl on
melody. It 18 more than likely that it is a very ancient musical
art, much older than the invention of the familiar written nota-
tional signs found for it in every Chumash.

Early rabbinical references suggest that the Mishno shouold
alwiys be cantillated, Tt seems clear that the real purpose of the
system, initially, was to assist in corfect reading and correct
socentuation of the text, It is probable thai, once invented, the
sysiem was handed on by eoar from teacher to pupil. There exists
some evidence that, before a written notation emerced, a system
of simple manual signs or finger notations was emp . Indeed,
this very practice is mentioned by no less authorities than Ben
Asher and Eashi, The scholar Pethaliah of Regenshurg stated
that he had seen the use of finger sigms in & Bagdad synagogue,
It has also bheen recorded that this finger system (it is called
chironomy) is still in use traditionally in Tiberias.

MEDITERRANEAN MODES

From the viewpoint of scademic musical theory, cantillation
is very closely linked with the ancient Mediterranean musical
“modes”. Many will be familiar with our modern Western “major”
and “minor™ modes, the tonality of the major being on the whole
bright and jovous, while that of the minor 12 dark amd sombre.
It is quite certsin that the cantillations differed on different
ceremonial religious dates and it is quite clear that different
musical modes were allocated to the cantillations on these diffecent
speTed occasions.

Scholarship has revealed the existence of no fewer than 19
different distinctive Eastern modes (examples are Dorian, Phrygian,
ete.), These are essentially different musical moods, induced in Tect
by different groupings and arrangements of the tones and the semi-
tones within the scale. The tone combinations which form these
differant 19 modes have been known to European musical theorists
for o thousand vears, but their instinctive appreciation by an
audience or congregation is much older than that. For instance,
we all know that a particular Berachah can be intoned on different
occasions in @ guite distimctive manner belonging to that occasion.
We recognise it, through tradition, and sing it so. Yet in fact,
without our even knowing it, these (wo distinctive Berachah
melodies are simply two classical distinctive Oriental modes.

(eowetinued on page 19)
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With Complimenis of
MORRIS SZWARC
(Eadward Marris Lid)

84 EDGWARE WAY, EDGWARE, MIDDX.
Under the Beth Din and Losdon Board of Shechita

(Koshver Butchers, Ponbierers and Delicnizssen)
Phone 958 8454 & 6557
{All deliveries taken for Shepherd's Bush)

Mr. & Mrs. ALFRED COLEMAN

wish the Ministers
waitd their friends
of the Hammersmith & West Kensington Synugogue
a very Happy New Year.

Commpliments of the Season

Trows

Mr. & Mrs. SIDNEY GROSE
& FAMILY

Berkeley House, 10 Berkeley Aoad, 5.W.13
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CANTILEATION —condinued from page 17

It is mice for scholarship to know this; it is nol necessary for
tradition even to be faintly aware of this theoretical musical fact,
and it is nof so aware,

The simple fact is, of course, that specific exaci Oriental
mesdes have been wsed iraditionally for millennia withowt users
being even Faintly aware of thiz theoretical aspect. There is tn fact
quite a close resemblance between modal employ in our cantilla-
tion and related modal employ in Church plain-song  chant,
Doubtless both stem from a common Eastern ront, Furthermore,
the intonations stifl in wse by Muslims, when reading the Koran,
often resemble our Torah cantillations. There is some evidence
that our traditional cantillations are related to Armenian, Byzan-
tine, and even Slav folk traditions and indeed also to old Perso-
Arabic melodies. This is not surprising when we recall the extent
of the Dispersion, There is little doubt that the modal feeling in
cantillabion, so very different from Western music, is in fact very
reminiscent of Central Asia. It haz been suggested that cantilla-
tipn first orfiginated in Babvlon, which 15 guite plapsible, since
the primary object was to retain correctness in Torah readings.

In connection with the question of modes it is of interest 1o
nole thal the distinguished scholar Graetz was of the opinion
that the clearly geographical named subheadings (o certain psalms
{e.g.. Elamite, Tonian, Aeclian, eétc) do not refer to counmries
of origin of the psalms, but to names of musical modes by which
the psalms cught to be chanted.

TRANTIONAL MARKS

There are, we have said, 19 goite distingt Eastern modes,
so presumably there could exist the same number of possible
varfeties of cantillation; if not 19, then at least a considerable
number. There is. however, only just one st of traditional cantil-
lation marks known to us. In other words, we have no hint at afl
from the written notation as 1o which mode is to be employed
on any specific occasion. Clearly, then, the real meanings have
just had to be carred throogh the ceniuries av a Wk mremoey,
Thus it is that any miven musical cantillation 2ign can have
different phrasings on different religious occasions, Such a phrasing,
wherein either one word or even one syllable poes through a
complex jubilation of zounds, 15 called musically a “melivmaric
phrase”. Of course melisma is by no means restricted either o
Hebrew or even io Oriental music, for indeed it was wently
used even latterly by such composers as Bach, Handel, and
Maozart. A wririen cantillation mark essentially describes a com-
plete traditional melismatic phrase. When it is sung on different
occasions, usually the shape and outline of the cantillation melisma
remains unchanged, but on the contrary the feeline and charocier
gre altered by putting the phrase into a different modal kev.

(eomtimeed on page 200




CANTILLATION —continued from page 19

In fact, cantillation can truly be likened 10 a bardic declama-
tion, whose main objective is 10 secure correct phrasing,

It is almost certain, of course, that fime has played some
part in modifying our existing camtillations. It is interesting that
texts such as those of Reuchln (1518) and Jablonsky (1699 show
cantillation marks which are virtually identical with those in use
today. However, it is likely that to some extent the evolution
independently of the florid improvisatory Chazanuth of Crermany
and Poland forced some kind of vocal ornamentation into true
cantillation, Tf 5o, the effect was not very marked.

In one aspect, however, a very real musical depencracy did
sel in, to create what can be described as the “siudent cantitlation”,
a8 monotonous chanting which ultimately was adopted in ev
Yeshiva and used in connection with the study of the Talmud,
Since quite early times the stedy of religlous literature {as distinct
from formal synagogue Torah readings) alsa invoked n vocal
intonation, which in effect was a simplified crude form of cantilla-
tion. In a sense this monctonous sing-song was also allied to
securing correct accentuation of syllables, A copy exists of a
sixteenth-century Talmud which has in it some kinds of accent
marks, somewhat resembling, though differing from, cantillation
marks, Tt must be recognised, however, that as yet we have not
recovered the meanings of these accent marks.

The student cantillation is a monotonous drone which alters
the character of its tonality hetween question and answer: which
is of course a favourite mode of Talmudic instruction, The actual
type of drone used in a Yeshiva seems to depend on the locality
of the particular college of learning and varies from country to
country.

We do still have a notable survival of this kind of student
cantillation cutside the Yeshiva, and this is in the celebrated Four
Questions ritual (Mah Nishtanah) of the Pesach Haggadah service,
recited at home,

Whether or not cantillation was emploved in the actual
Temple services remains something not yet established by
scholars, Temple musical tradition was undoubtedly both choral
and instrumental, of that there i= no dooht, Thers is good reason
to believe that cantillation was fiercely held onto during the
whole Dispersion and the guess made that It was created in
Babylon would suggest it was invented after the fall of the Temple,
to maintain correct tradition. Be thal as it may, it was probably
the development, from the seventh century onwards, of that form
of religious poetry described as Pivutim which deflected cantilla-
tion from its strict form into the much more freely melodic inven-
tion we now call Chezanuth, Yet despite the elaborate, florid,
musically attractive evolution of Chazanuth, there still ran in
parallel, guiteé unoltered for centuries, indeed until now, the
classical strict formal cantillation, devoted exclusively to the
regularised Torah readings. Indeed, we do fortunately carry with
us a tradition of distinguished antiquity.
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ISRAEL IN HAMMERSMITH

Reported by BERNARD DAVIS

The Hammersmith and West Kensington Jewish Community
has continued to maintain its links with Tsrael through the cfforts
of its small, but energelic, JLP.A, Commiiles

On Novemiber 8, 1970, a special National J.P.A. Study Mission
left for Tsrael to visit places of particular interest. The mission's
fascinating ttinerary included the Suez Canal and the Barley line
of defences, and they inspected the absorption centres in the
Beit Shean area, attended an Army briefing at an Army camp,
and listened to lectures and teach-ins addressed by General Barlev
and senior Government Ministers, It is pleasing to wi that 1.
as local J.P.A. Co-Chairman, Vice-Chairman Willie Gertler, Co-
Treasurer Dr. Dennis Caplan, and Commitlee member Nat Gordon
represented our own community in Tsrael on that occasion.

On November 11 a tour to Israel was organised 1o celebrate
the 80th birthday of our Synagogue and the Cenlenury of the
United Synagogue. It was led by the General Secretary of the
United Synopogue, Mr. Nat Rohin, and mysell. We wera
privileged to have our beloved Minister, Sam Venitt, and Mrs.
Venitt with us. This was a most successful tour, during which
presentations wese made to our Community by the Mayor of
Nutanya and by the Minister of Tourism in Jerusalem, A com-
prehensive programme of tours, combined with excellent hotel
accommodation at & kibbutz and the hotels in Jerusalem and
Matanya, provided a memorable link with Eretz Yisrael.

CROWDED FILM SHOW

On January 24, 1971, our JL.P.A. Committee organised a film
show which depicted current events in lsrael and also exhibited
the film faken al the opening of the Godfrey School, The Shep-
herds Bush and Chiswick Communities were also invited and,
for the first time in the memory of any of our members, we were
short of seats! The attendance was approximately 350—a remark-
able record and a great tribute to our J.PA. Committes.

In May, 1971, the Israel Committes of the United B¥nagogue
met aikl were introduced o His Excellency the Israehi Ambassador,
Mr. Michael Comay, who addressed the meeting. The Chief
Rabbi and Mr, 5. 8, Levin, LL.B,, delivered addresses. Our
Synagogue was represented by me on that occasion.

In March, 1971, we held cur annual J.P.A. reception and
a]fcpeul. We were privileged to be addressed by Mr. Zvi Garcy,
the Chief Immigration Officer of the Port of Haifa, who gave us
up-to-date information about abﬁl:nrfnim] problems, and our own
Mr. Willic Gertler made the appeal with such sincerity and elo-
quence that the pathering accorded him 2 spontaneous ovation,
followed by the raising of over £14,000 towards our annual total

Very soon we shall be in Synagogue on Kol Nidre night

{eowsineeed o paee 313
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A LAST FAREWELL

THE LATE REV. B. PALETZ

FUNERAL ADDRESS BY THE REV. 5. VENITT, B.A.
(7.1.1971: 10 TEVET 5731)

1 go the way of all the curth—be thou strong therefore, amd
show thysell a man”.

Those who knew the late Rev. Barnel Palerz will recognise
in this verse his attitude 1o life, and indeed to death, He walked
with G-d, We can piciure him now as he sirode along o meel
life's many challenges, and he didl so with unshakable confidence
and unswerving faith and opiimism.

To him life was service to G-d and his fellow-man, First and
foremost, he served his Maker with his voice. He brought to his
Chazanut Kavanah, dignity, and humility, The clarity of his
diction was remarkable. Those whao were present at the 80ih
anniversary service of the Hammersmith Synagogoe marvelicd at
the resonance of his voice and at the way in which he interpreted
the text of Psalm 24 And how very appropriate the wornds were
1o himself:

My heart and fiesh sing for joy unlo the living G-d.

Apart from his Chazanut, he was no mean scholar. He had
drunk deeply from the fountain of Jewish learning. He always
had an apt Rabbinic quotation on his lips. His admiration for
the wisdom and cOmMMOn SEnse of the Rahbis was boundless.
was very proud of Achad Ha'am's writings. Anather [avourite
source of his was Dor doe vidorshav. Al game time, he was
an avid reader of the national press, and kept up with the latest
thonght-provoking publications.

Thase who came to Know him well appreciated his forth-
rightness—he was never afraid to say what he thought, He had &
down-to-earth sense of humour which made him very popular
2% an after-dinner speaker.

He looked forward to his hospital visits—s0 did the stall
and patients. He had a unigue manner of creating qhn:rful.neﬁs
wherever he went. People gained @ sense ol perspective through
hiimn,

HIS SENSE OF porTY

Outstanding, too, was his sense of duty. He never leit his
post during the days of the blitz, The daily marmn mtRyin
continued without a break, T well recall his final Meilah Service,
pricr to his retirement from office. Before he began, he addressed
a few words to the congregation, In a voice of deep emotion he
wold them, “1 have served this community to the best of my
ability, without fear or favour”, There was nobody who eould
disapree with thal.

here is another side (o his life which I shall never forget.
Among his many charitable endegvours, his main efforts were for
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the Morwood Orphanage, Every year, al the approach of the
annual funciion, he would go round personally distributing the
tickets, and nobody ever tefused him, How great was his love
and interest for MWorwood can best be itlustrated by an incident
which some of you preseni today will recall, Soon after the war
was over, i reception was held, o mark the twenty-filth anni-
versazy of his Minislzy Hummersmith. A cheque for a fair
sum of moncy was presented to the Rev, Mr Palerz. He im-
mediately passed il on o M: Michael Cohen, representing Nor-
wood, with the Teguest thut the whole of it should be utilised for
the. benzfl of the children.

Anothezr thing which impressed me very much aboul the
Rev, Mr, Paletz was his forlitude and independent spirit. He tried

to impact that spitit to others, His idea of consoling others in thelr
troubles was (o (ry and heip thetn face up to the tealities of life.
He pradtised what he pieached There were times of great anguish

in his own life, 45 when his eldest son pussed away while his
father was conducting ihe service on Yom Kippur, He could pull
himsalf togeiher and sccepi the W ill of the Almighty.

O o personal aoie, | am grateful for the help and advice he
give me & he heplnning of my binisiry at Hammersmith, and
the kindness and hospitality he and his dear late wife showed me.

One cannot touch on svery facet of 2 life Hved so richly and
Fully—his expertise as 8 M hel, his period of leadership of the
Chazanim Association, his gresl Jove and devotion for the cause
of Tsracl. and many others, Suftice it 10 =3y fhat here was & Mol
of whom ons csn truly say thal ne lived in the foll sense of the
word. As 8 father, he catned the love and admiration of his
children, and had the =mtizfec tion of knowing that Some of hiz
gpirit was passed op lo-inem Dnd that they werg playing their
part in commumnal affairs ond chariiabie causes, and particulariy

srasl.

Ag the fife chbed from him, he could face death with

equanimity apd seremity ‘I go the way of all the eitrth"—leaving
bahind him his pattern of living as & driving force for os to
ermulate in mestng Lfe's chullenges.

“Be strony — and show thyzeli a man’.

Gifts for the Succah

 The Suecak W 1l be rendy for decorating on Thursday and
Friday and Saiurdey nizht Septemiber 3. Cctober | and 2.

Gifty of Sowers, folkage, wine, eic., will be gratefully accepted,
also donations townrids ihe pUicHlEc ol cakes.

It Wil ba greaily appi eointed if members could send their
gifts on those days betwesn 10 . o i | p.m, (not Saturday),

Offerings from all membecs Ol the Congregation will h:;rp 1o

maks the Succah colebrations worthy of this fesuval, and ernulate
the wanderful effort made last year.

3




OUR NEW CLOCK

Members of the congregation who have attended functions in
the Synagogue Hall may have noticed with some curiosity the
"new” clock. It was made some time between 1750 and 1830,

With the and is loosely classified as an “Act of Parliament™ clock.
. But the pctwal Act of Parliament in this nomenclature was
ime Season introduced in 1797 by William .F'“' It was, however, so unpopular,
Compliments of the and all but killed the horological trade, that it was repealed the

following year. It imposed a duty of ten shillings on a gold watch,

and five shillings on any clock, and two shillings and sixpence on any
other watch than gold. These sums being quite substantial for
i}mp]-: of the day, they parted with their timekeepers, but still

1 requented the inns and coffee-houses where the proprietors had
installed these large clocks for the benefit of their customers,

.' The term “Act of Pariament clock™ is really a misnomer,
since very few clocks of this style were actually made during the
period 1797-1798. Tavern clock or mural timepiece are more
accurate descriptiong,

The typical features lie in the simplicity of construction, with

a karge ungﬁmd dial two o two and & half feet in diameter, and

F I D E L I T Y a drop case or trunk to accommodate a weight-driven movement
governed by a seconds pendulum, These features lend themselves

to legibility and accurate timekeeping, and such clocks are there-
fore suitable for public places. More elaborate styles had “winged™

R A D I O‘ or shaped dials and lacquered cases.

Ouer clock was last in service at a school in Sidmouth, Devon,
and remained in wse until the school finally closad in 1966, Its
history prior to this daie is unknown save for & few repair dates

L T D . pencilled on the back of the dial in the early 1300,
Houcu L. Bukrows,

Best Wishes for the coming vear

fram

{J. DICKMAN)

FIDELITY HOUSE

The Cbserver for Sunday, October 29, 1809, reporied that
OLAF mEETp LDHDGH‘I w'1l “In the small Jewish Synagogue of Weastminster [the present
Western Synagogue). the donations on Wednesday (George [il's
Jubilee Day) amownted w £227, though its members consisted
of only 350 persons”.

[ RE—
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HEBREW AND RELIGION CLASSES

THE CHILDREN'S PROGRESS

Our Hebrew and Religion Classes, which aie organised under
the auspices of the London Board of Jewish Religious Education,
have compleied another satisldciory Year.

We are most foriunaie in our able and dedicated siaff: the
Rev. 5 Venitt, B.A. (who is also the Hon, Superintendent of the
Classes), Mrs, 5, Venitl, and Miss R. Forscher. During the course
of the year, the Classes were inspecied by the Assistant Education
Oificer of (he London Board: he expressed his general satisfac-
tion with the progress being made, pariicularly bearing in mind
the wide age range of the pupils. He concleded his repocl with
the words :

“In o centee of this size, il is encouragiog to find such o
refatively high stendard®™.

The annual prize-giving was held on Sunday afternoon. June
4, 1971, A large gathening of children, parents, and friends warmky
received the Guests of Honour, Dr. and Mrs. Frank Hodes. Dr.
Hodes gave a kindly address to the children and o their perents,
and Mrs. Hodes charmingly presented the prizes. The aflemoon’s
proceedings were enjoyably compleied by o delightful tea com-
petently caiered by the Parents’ Associsiion under the capable
chairmanship of Mrs. Sidney Williams.

In conclusion, (hanks are offercd to the members of the
Classes Committee for their continuing helplul interest in and
concern for the Classes and the pupils.

W. London Jewish Youth Study Group

our lerm, we werg unabie to do our trodisonal 1Scael sangig
and dancing. However, raoch continges 0 remain high. And the
stundurd of study s rapidly improving
For any information about West London, please comtact me
at 01937 2813
Karrs BrmH
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HAMMERSMITH & DISTRICT AJEX

COMMUNAL SERVICES BY EX-SERVICEMEN

For the Hammersmith and [hstrict branch of Ajex, it has
been a memorable and eventful year, In the shortl space available
we can do no more or better than o highlight some of the
major evenis.

The Iigﬁ'n in sapport of Soviet Jewry is topically in every-
one's thoughts, Recenily Ajex orgamsed “Operation Westminster”,
which conzisted of lobbying of hundreds of M.Ps on Tuesday,
July 24, to enlist their support. This branch organised 13 con-
stiluencies, the largest number, covering this operation, Though
only a short time has elapsed. we are already beginning to see
some results. We oll hope that the combined efforts of Jewry
throughout the world will enable our brethren in the Soviel Union
o emigrale 1o Israel. Earlier in Januvary, Ajex organised a mass
march of 10,600 peoplz o the Boviet Embassy, where a perition
was handed in. One of our hitherio unpublicised acts is 1o collect-
ing money for parcels of clothing for Jews in Russia,

H.M, the Queen graciously myvited a oumber of Ajex members
o a garden party in July 1o commemorate our 50th anniversary.
Crir Chairman and his wife were honoured 10 be present om thac
memiorable occasion.

The Annunl Dinner and Ball was held last Febrouary at the
Siar and Carter Hotel, Richmond, when our pgoesis of honour
wezz Alderman Michael Fidler, M.P,, the President of the Board
of Deputics, and his wife. A presentation was made to Mr,
Moran Manm, who for so many years was a pillar of strength
tor our organisation, first as Chairman and then for a long period
a4 - Secretary.

The consecration of our Standard at the Svnapogue in May
is still fresh in our minds and forms the subject of a separate
contribotion 1o this magazine.

THE ANNUAL RALLY

Each November we hold our Pasade at the Cenotaph, followed
by a rally and concert, The turn-out, which was high. shows that
many of us believe that it 1s worth while spending an hour or two
i vesr remembering our fallen comrades and demonstrating our
fuith and loyalty as British Jews who are proud to have taken
part in the war against evil. A week earlier we joined in the
paridle to the Shepherds Bush War Memorial together with other

Servicemen and ex-Servicemen in the borough, L
Muny are unaware that there is a war memorial at the
Willesiden Cemetery to Jewish ex-Servicemen who fell in two wars,
Unee a year we attend a Sunday memorial service at that venue.
During the year Ajex opened its first series of fats al Ajex
House for Jewish ex-Servicemen and women who are in nesd.
Members of our branch contributed handsomely 1o some of the
(eowetinned o pare 290
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LEeVIS
WESTERN WEAR

Il LEVTS b cheaire, mars, braiiee. Alpa wipks !-\.! =ik mpdp H?LI:\""tl.l-de nermi

Tha Cld West worked hard —
' and lived hard. Horses,

[ndians, Fustlers. Law. Today
it movea peacefully on wings,

wheels, rotor blades. Only

LEVT'E jeana have stood the

changing strains of Weatern

life eince 1530 — all over

the world

LEeVIS

tha original blus jeans
world famops since 1850,

LEVI STRAUSS (U.K.) LTD.

Levi's Housa, Allied Industrial Estate
VWarple Way, Acton, W.3
Tel: 01-148 1251 {10 lines)

ALEX —continued from page 27

comforts required for these unfortunate people. Those who have
seen these newly built flats were struck l:;nthc manner in which
they were constructed o serve the needs of the fenants.

Disabled ex-Servicemen are never forgotten, and each year
we join several other branches in offering cars and drivers to take
a number of them on an ouwiing to Brighton, which includes a
packed lunch and a high tea and concert at the Metropole Hotel.

Our relationship with the local authorities has alwavs been
of a very high order, The Mayor’s Springtime Ball is held each
vear at lhc_Hammersnmh Town Hall amd our Branch plays a
major part in the organisation of this successful function in aid
of charity.

If Jewish Defence against antizemitism is, thank G-d, not
a major issue these days, we arc nevertheless constantly on the
alert and have & representative on committees in the Borough
dealing with race relations,

For the future Ajex announce two outstanding functions.
First, on November 21, after the Annual Remembrance Parade,
we shall b holding our $th Anniversary Reunion and Rally at
the Albert Hall, where we expect 5,000 people. We have been
fortupate in getting Admiral of the Fleet Earl Mountbatien of
Burma as our guest of honour and speaker, This will he fallowed
bv a brilliant cabaret, the performers including Esther Ofarim,
Alfred Marks, The Young Generation, and Joe Loss and his
Augmented Concert Orchesira, We have a limited number of
tickets at £1.25 each. and Ajex members are asked to apply as
soon @z possible, o avoid disappointment,

Mow that we have catalogued a wide series of events connected
with our Branch, you may think it worth while, if yon are an
ex-8erviceman, to spend just £]1 per anoum and join our organisa-
tion, Our ?Ecl'ﬂ‘lri Mr. A. Bankover, 47 Emlin Road, W.12
(743 5139, will welcome you, Please write or phone him.

This report would not be complete if we did not express our
thanks and gratitude to the Hevs. 5. Venitt and 5. Forscher,
together with the Honorary Officers and Board of Management
of the Synagogue, for their help and many kindnesses to us in this
as in past vears.

1B.

AN AJEX OCCASION

A service for the presenfation of a new branch standard
for the Hammersmith and District Branch of the Association of
Jewish Ex-Servicemen amnd Women was held on the afternoon
of Sunday, % May, 1971,

Such an announcement, almost commonplace, fails to do
justice to the impressive solemnity of the day. A larpe congrega-
fion aftended, comprising representafives of the London Borough
of Hammersmith, with the Mavor and members of the Council,

{comtinued on pape 300
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AJEX —continued from page 29

with the Member of Parliament for Barons Courl, Mr.
Ivor Richard, and the National Committee of Ajex and comrades
from many London branches. The display of siandards attracied
considerable attention, not least a British Legion standard and an
R.AF O Comrades’ Association standard, which were hoone
in the procession.

Al the beginning of (he service the former branch standard
was eotrusted to the Hammersmith Synagogue and the new
standard, given in the name of the Syvnagogue, was then dedicated.
In his sermon, the Rev, 5 Venitt paid tribute to the herodc
role plaved by Ajex in peace as well as in war, He mentioned
the Biblical facts given concerning the standards of the Twelve
Tribes, and dwelt in particular on the significance of the dilferent
meanings and levels of holiness set out in Leviticus, In recalling
the presentation of the former branch standard, which was re-
corded in the 1953 /4 edition of The Brook, he expressed the hope
ithat the mew standard would mark the renewed dedication of the
members of the branch to service both to the country and to the

COMMLITY.
REMEMBERING TWO WARS

The Afternoon Service itself was both moving and dipnified.
After the Praver for the Fallen, all stood fo recife the Mourners’
Kaddish, in response to the imvocation, “Let us remember all
men and women of the Allied Nations who gave their lives in
the service of freedom in the World Wars®, The Last Post
was sounded by the buglers of the J.I.B. and then at a contem-
plative moment there [ollowed one minute’s silence. The re-
assurance of the sound of Reveille was a sobering, almost intru-
give entry into desply fell emotions on the part of the congregation.
The Hatikvah and the MNational Anthem concluded the service
Much favoorable comment was attracied by the singing of the
choir of Adon Olom and the muosical rendenings of the Rev. 5
Forscher, the Hon. Chaplain of the Branch,

The service was followed by a reception in the Comrmunal
Hall, at which the Guest of Honour was Sir George Bean, O.BE.,
a Judge of the High Court of Justice, Queen’s Bench Division, a
past President of Ajex. In introducing him, the Chairman of the
Hammersmith branch, Mr. J. Bondt, referred to their pleasure in
also welcoming as a guest Mr. Ivor Richard, M.P., Unfortunately,
Mr. Frank Tomney, M.P. for Hammersmith Morth. who had been
invited, was indisposed, and Mr. Bondi wished him well on
behalf of all present.

Sir George Bean said that a standard. while serving as a
rallying point for fighting units in war, was a mark in peace-
time of the role of ex-Service organizations such as Ajex. The
dedication of & new branch standard was not a passive occasion
but called for a positive response from all the members. Ajex
today was fulfilling a uvseful social purpose in the commumiy.
However, there was a need fo ensure that service to others did
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not become merely routine, but was increased so that ex-Service-
men and their dependants were helped. as were those who still
suffered from the conflicts of the past.

Mr, Bondt proposed a vote of thanks to Sir George. He said
that all members of the branch would wish him to pay tribute
1o Sir George for his work for Ajex and for honouring the branch
at the ceremeny. He also expressed thanks to the Honorary
Officers and Board of Management of the Synagogue. It was
known to members, he said, that the presentation of standard
had been made possible through the genercsity of Mr J. L.
Godirey, and in appreciation the branch had made Mr. Godfrey
an honnorary life member. The Treasurer of the branch, Mr. H.
Folkson, gave Mr. Godfrey & branch tie in recognition of his new
membership, Mr. ], Brand, &« Warden, in replying on behalf of
the Synagogue. said that in more senses than one they should
give thanks for their presence at the ceremony. Mr. Ronald
Shelley, the National Honorary Treasurer of Ajex, then followed,
and gave & review of the role and problems of the organisation
in the next decade. Essentially these would be the same as those
of th:ﬁfast‘ and the obligation of the members to help Servicemen
!I'n]I{]I-Jed and to improve Jewish defence and welfare would he
u :

A wote of thanks 10 the Chairman was given on the proposi-
tion of Mr. Ashley Jacobs, the Vice-Chairman of the branch.
The organising cominittee and the standard-bearer, Mr. J, Lan
don, had contributed to &8 memorable day, he said, and the wuﬁ
of the ]Edim_l'nnfmﬁd'mg refreshments at the reception was
zreatly apprecia ted,

~An impression remains of the effective and quiet determina-
tion shown by all the speakers to use the Dlﬂl?urluniw provided
by the cccasion to remew the work of public and communal
service for which the Hammersmith branch is justifiably known.
The local community can only hope 1o equal such an impressive
exampla, .

ISR AEL—cominued from page 21

el there will be a card on your seat. It will have your name on
i and a thin cotton thread. Tsrael’s future hangs on such a thread.
I'hat card and that thread are going to every member of the
Tewish Community. No exceptions, No exemptions. Nobody can
stand aside, When you insert that thread through one of the holes
in lha] card you are making a solemn declaration—your solemn
vommitment to the Survival of lsrael

Future Tour to Israel

If any members wish to take parl in a future tour to Israel
Irom our Synagogue, would they please get in touch with Mr,
Bernard Davis, phone EMPRESS 2739
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POPULAR LECTURES FOR ALL

Guide to our problems

This community wis %r'w'rl lazt session o receive a rare
serics of weekly addresses by Rabbi M, Nemeth on the evergresn
topic of the scene in Israel. He underiook a twolold themse. The
first section of the course confined itself to a consideration of the
extraotdinary diversity of sectz and tribes, their origing, develop-
ment, characteristics, and status. The latter part of the courss
con to us some dynamic impressions of the application of
Jewish Law (Halachah) in the Knesset and within the Law
Courts of Tsrael. The organisation and influence of the Rabbinate
in Israel had endeavoured to achieve a Torah-imbued orientation
in the daily routine of the individual Jew. Some imporiant con-
temporary Halachic problems azsociated with the defence of
Tsrael, with the civic welfare of the commumity, and with the
technological advances in the adaptation of scientific knowledge,
were hrilliantly analysed, Thiz was a course to remember.

In every peneration of the exile, Judaism has adrftﬁd a
Divinely inspired approach to the many problems which have
confronted the human race. Our claim to be a universalistic
religion 15 based on the firm foundation of Jewish tradition stem-
ming from the elarion call of Sinai. The master key is our posses-
sion of the Torah with its age-long Rabbinic interpretation applic-
able to all sets of circumstances, The sages in every ape have
appreciated the presence of current perplexities facing the Jew.
Emphasis has always been placed on the need to acquire an
adequate Jewish eduocation in order 1o undersiand the basic
decizions of Jewish Law. The fundamental principles and qualities
of Judaism must be spelt out in vignrous terms to bring illumina-
tion to the inquiring Jew and Jewess,

We are privileged to announce the forthcoming series of
geven weekly lectures beginning Tuesday, 19 October, 1971, hased
on the theme of:

ASPECTS OF JUDAISM, AS GUIDE TO SOME PROBLEMS
OF OUR TIME

to be given by Rabbi Dr. M. Turetskv, M.A., the spiritual leader
of the Western Synagogue, The individual lectures are as follows:
The mastery of self in Judaizsm,
Iz Jewizh Law hidebound or flexible?
Faith healing in Judaism,
Halachah as a mirror of Judaism,
Is there a form of apartheid in Judaism?
Jewish education and 1ts place in the modern world,
. The World Hercafter.

This is certainly a conlemporary course in 18 application o
the challenges of our own day. We look forward confidently to
outstanding and worthy audiences by our members and friends.

Honbn b
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WOMEN IN COMMUNAL WORK

THE LADIES' GUILD

Although we in Hammersmith are a small community and,
consequently, our Ladies' Guild is small, when we look back at
the Guilds projects and functions in the past year we see that
we have been busy in communal affairs in 2 way that bears no
relation to our size, as this report will show,

My report last year ended with the announcement of the
proposed redecoration of the kichen and the arranpements for
a communal Seder. The kitchen was finished in time for Pesach
and for the communal Seder, which was an ungqualified success.
Fifty people were calered for on the second night. and the small
group of ladies who undertook to do the work of preparation
fand we all know how much preparation there 15 for a Seder)
did & magnificent job,

The redecoration of the kitchen was one of a series of im-
provemenis o the Synagogue which the Guild hopes to make
wilh some of the meney we raise, and to this end, during the pasi
year, several Tunclions were arranged—some nol 5o swcoesshul
and some very successful, The most notable was & “Good as New™
shop, where we raised over L300, and at a very successful card
evening at o member's home over £100 was raised. The money
we accumulale enables uz (0 support many charities here and in
Israel, and this year, in response to a direct appeal by the Chief
Rabbi, we were able 10 send a substantial amount to the fund
set up by him fo help the Jews in Russia,

WIDE SPECTRUM OF ACTIVITY

In the close confines of our community, the Guild fulfils its
duties ably and with preat enthusiasm; the Succah was once more
i bower of fruit and vegetation! Parcels were sent (o the Jewish
mentally sick at a local hospital; Geranium Day was well sup-
ported by the Guild members, of whom ch:ruil volunteered 10
sell flags: the Simchal Torah party which the Guild organises,
and which is one of the highlights of the vear, was a most enjoy-
able function. There were several Kiddushim arranged by ﬂf.:
Ciuild :Lur:iil‘::i the vear, and Guild members see um';.‘u the Sefer
manitles, Ark curtains, and talesim are clean and in good repair.
Last year all the velvet curiains in the Synagogue were taken
down and cleaned.

Apar from the Guild's concern in our communal afairs, we
are also wble, through our membership of the Association of
Ladies’ Guilds, 1o participate in the wider issues concerning the
Jewish community and Jewish women in particular. One of the
items ol interest was the decision by the Association to make
representations to the appropriale authority to have a comprehen-
sive list of permitted commercial foods published, At the biennial
general meeting of the Assoclation a resolution was proposed by

leonfinged on page 3d)
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LADIES' GUILD—continged from page 33

the Wembley Guild asking for women's represenlation om syna-
ues' Boards of Management, The workability of this proposal

15 being looked into by the Assodation,

It will be agreed that my claim that we are an active and
up-to-date Guild despite our size is nol unfounded; however, this
does not mean that we are content with the size of our member-
ship, We feel that there are many ladies who would wish 1o join
uz lo be actively engaged in our work, and | hope that m some
way 1 have shown that our work has many aspects to appeal to
people of diverse inleresis, Anyvone who wishes to come along 1o

our meetings, which are held once a month in members' homes,

should contact either myself at 748 6B33 or Mrs. Venitl or Mrs,
Forscher for the date of our next meeling, where we can promise
everyone a welcomae,
MappL PHILLIFS
Chairman, Ladies' Guild

Mrs. E. F. Benzimra and Family

Extend their Compliments and Best Wishes
for a Happy New Year

*

J@ LATIMER COURT, W4

Greetings and Best Wishes
From

Mr. & Mrs. JACK LEVY

1 HAMMERSMITH ROAD, W.14
HAMND & FLOWER HOTEL
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COMMITMENT Tk JUDATEM

BAT CHAYIL

At a reception held on Sunday 4 July 1971, following a Bat
Chayil Service, the Guest of Honour, Miss Beatrice Barwell, ad-
dressed the parents of the Bat Chavil girls and members and
friends. She said that too often children’s enthusiasm was killed
at the outsst E)‘-uum plder generation and they were not spiritually
nourished, If enjovment of the ceremony was to remain mean-
ingful, parents must make whatever sacrifices were necessary o
ensure that their children would be able to o forward in a Jewish
life with love, support, and, most importantly, understanding.
Children must choose their way and be encouraged, and 1o bring
them up in the Jewish way of life would be a true blessing of
parenthood,

Thiz was the climax of an interesting and thoughiful oocasion
which had begun with o service in the Synagogue conducted by
the Rev. 5 Forscher, assisted by the choir, in which the Bat
Chayil girls each took an mdiﬁduallg distinctive part in readings
from some of the most famous and greatly loved Psalms and
Proverbs,

In hiz sermon, the Rev, 5. Venitt addressed each of the thres
girls, Alison Scgal, Amands Hirth, and Susan Williams, in tum,
and explained the significance of the ceremony, By choosing ex-
iracts from the readings presented by the girls, he illusirated each
with a discussion serving to demonstrate the personal relevance
of the commitment each participant was now underlaking. The un-
equilled excellence in moral example of Jewish home life and the
ever-present need to be mindful of and actively concerned in help-
ing other people were lessons he particularly emphasised as being
appropriate to the ceremony. He was, he Hlﬁ, confident that
each girl would find her own way to fulfil the words of the Bat
Chayil praver that was spoken in unison by tlem.

TRUE WAY OF LIFE

Thizs theme was developed by Miss Barwell in addressing the
pirls after the service in the Communal Hall, For them the cere-
mony was 4 siep forward, she said, twowards a new Jewish future,
Their knowledge of Jewish belief and customs had been strengthen-
ed by the preparation for the ceremony and would be ad to as
they studied further, While their efforts had shown them to be
worthy participants, it was clear that every worthwhile activity
involved sacrifice and this was certainly true of religions matters.
But this did not mean that Judaizm was only a question of per-
sonal gacrifice; it was important for Jews to Jove religious practices
so that we would show that our religion was not a theory but a
trug way of life. The girls would be able to demonstrate that
lewish standards were their own and that they were worthy of
passing these on to future generations.

{continued on page 36)
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HAMMERSMITH FRIENDSHIP CLUB
REPORT ON ACTIVITIES FOR 1970/71

The popularity of the club continues undiminished and grows
greater weekly,

Our 19th anniversary attracted no fewer than 100 members
and friends, including resdents from the Eilken Goodencay
House, The Bev, 5 Venitt welcomed the guests and paid tmbute
iy the Chairman, Secrefary, and calering committec for the
efficient way they had discharged their duties and ensured the
halm[nnss of members, Among those present was Rebbi Aaronberg,
of the Shepherds Bush Synagogue.

A most inleresting talk illustrated by shides was given hy
Dr. Denis Caplan and was greatly appreciated.

DurinF. the past months members have enjoyed many special
events, including visits 1o the coast, theatres, and happy celebration

rives, Among these was one where one of our founder members,
r, Gee, celebrated his 30th birthday.

Alsy Mr, and Mrs, Godfrey celebrated their polden wedding
anniversary, On this occasion the Rev. 5. Yenitl, President, pre-
sided and praised the Godfreys for their unending good work
wherever necessary.

“Such friends az this a wondrous gift possess

And by their sacrifice bring happiness™.

We are indebied o the Board of Management for the use
of the Hall and its amenities.

Omne of our members, who lives alone, came to the club with
the bem of his overcoat undone; probably he had ripped 1t when
it caught on something, Another member noticed this and said,
“Bring the coat with you next week and 1 will bring a neadls amd
thread to repair it for you". They both did as suggested. The
cout was repaired to the owner’s satisfaction, with grateful thanks.
Truly the "Hand™ of Friendship! Sopiia Monrgis,

Hon, Secretary

BAT CHAYIL—continued from page 33
Mr. J. Brand, the Chairman of the Classes Commities, pro-
posed a vote of thanks to our distinguished guest and stressed the
great valne for the whole community of the moral lessons con-
tained in her address to the girs, It was important, he said, that
we should remember them in all f;:f activitics, hﬂﬁﬁrﬂmnﬂhhunudl
iven up other eogagements to [ an thoug
&Iﬂdrﬁs I;'aa- greatly valued, He uded by congratulating the
girls and their parents and expressed grateful thanks to the families
of the gitls for the reception they had provided for their friends
and members of the community, A special word of thanks, how-
ever, must be reserved for Miss Ruth Forscher, who as teacher of
the Bat Chayil Class had patienily encouraged the girls in their
studies, thereby making possible the ceremony. which had given
much pleasure. D
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W. LONDON JEWISH YOUTH CENTRE
ENCOURAGING PROGRESS

A separate news-sheet is enclosed with this magazine to bring
you up o date on the progress that has been made towards achiev-
ing the objective of building a self-contained Youth Centre for all
Jewish youngsters in the West London area.

In one respect the news is extremely mmumgin?_ We are now
poised ready to enter the last stage of the project. IF all poes well,
the foundations could be laid in the spring of 1972 and I am
oplimistic enough to hope that the Centre will open its doors by
the following autumn,

Ome thing still stands in our way—that inevitable ohstacle; a
shortage of money,

Az the Mew Year is traditionally a time when our thoughts
are directed towards charity, it soems riune to suggest you
might consider our particular charifable cawse worlhy of your
support.

The news-sheel reports that we are launching an appeal for
the balance of the monsy we still need, and there are a number of
vialid reazons why vou, as a member of the Hammersmith and
West Kensington Synagogue, should—indeed, must—help,

For a start, since we are one of the largest communitics asso-
ciated with the project, our youngsters stand to benefit proportion-
ately when the &n’u& finally cpens its doors.

Secondly, we are, a8 a community, obligated to support the
scheme. This does not mean that the Synagogue, as a corporate
hody, is committed to underwriting the scheme financially. Even
if the Board of Management wanied to, it has neither the authority
nor the resources, What it does mean is that each and every indivi-
dual member nesds to help so that the commumity may make a
financial contribution in relation to its size.

Obvicusly, members with children and grandchildren will
have a personal reason for wanting to help, but the responsibilit
for helping o prepare teenagers 1o fake their place in an adui':
society rests squarely on all our shoulders. Youth is our life-hlood.
Children in West London have never had their own Youth Centre
—now is your chance to help give them one.

You will be hearing more in the New Year aboul our up]E[-:aL
but if you feel you know enough, any donation sent 1o the Hon.
See, of the Sponsoring Committes (5. Richmond, 4, Chesterfield
Road, W4, tel.: 994 3723) or myself will be much ap{p_]mciﬂted.

C. B. Hopgs.

R«\T:-n from the Jewish Chromicle, issae of December 26,
8490 : “Miz= H. Hart is the Honorary Secrelary of the Ladies'
Cycling Club, 23 Broadway, Hammersmith”. (Can any reader
wlentily Miss Hart7)
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WAITING WITH LOVE | | .

Letter to an Unborn Child

My dearest child—

As vet you are unborn, and even though you are to be my
grandchild, it seems, by some indefinable feeling. that these words
could be those I would want to write, today, to a child of my own.

The years have flown by, and, though it scems trite to say
this to you, it seems so very little time to me since T was waiting
for your father to be borm—into a vastly different world, A
socond major war. in the spate of 25 years, had just concluded,
fortunately in our favour. Your father was born and spent the
early months of his life far away in another country, You, how.
ever, thank the Lord, will be bom into a peaceful, if turbulent
perind of time, surraunded by ug who will cherish you dearly and
who will be at hand from the very beginning of E;our life,

If you are to be a boy, you have only to emulate your father,
and your prandfathers, to be a fn:al, credit to all of us, who will
love you. Your examples are closz at hand, and vou will never
have the need to look very far for the qualities and the strength
of character and purpose which will help and %uin:le ol lowards
being a good practising Jew. You will know, from a very early
age, the meaning of kindness. the meaning of thoughtfulness, and
of understanding towards others less fortunate than you will be,
and so, without really being aware of its significance, you will
learn one of the most important lessons of life, to love and
respect your fellow-man a8 vou would yourself. You will be
born inle a warm Jewish home-life, where iradition 1= as im-
portant as the air that you will breathe: where charity and for-
giveness are as imporiant (o olhers as they are io vourselves, and
where, 1 am sure, your home will always be an -nﬁn one 1o bring
vour friends info. Your education will embrace both Jewizsh amd
secular subjects, which will equip you to take vour place, in good
time, in the Anglo-Tewish community of this country, as we have
all tried to do in our time.

If. however, you are to be a girl, then you have no les

onsihility to your family, because, as you grow old enough to
understand, I hope that you and I will have many conversations
about how I feel with regard to the role that we women have to
play in the Jewish bome and in the Jewizh community in general.
It will be your responsibility to create that warm atmosphere 1
spoke ahout earlier, and to make the difference between a “house™
and a “home"”, which, to me, is the very essence of ¥iddivhkeir.
Your mather herself comes from this warmth, and she will be
the best of all people to feach you. Listen to her, and you won’t
go very far wrong.

Life later on, perhaps, may be full of confusions and tempia-
tions, but if in your early years, whether you are to be a boy or a

{continied ai fool of next page)
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West London Young Zionist Society

West London Young Zionist Society, which is affiliated
o the Federation of Zionist Youth, iz a group of people with a
difference. We meet weekly on a Thursday evening in one another's
homes 1o promole the three aims of FZY, They are Tarbut
(education), Aliyah (emigration to Israel), and fund-raising,
All moneys raisad are senl out o FZY's project in Israel, a
youlh village at Ashkelon.

Cwr activities cover many aspects of the social scene, from
discussions (0 rambles, speakers o outings, parental panels to
folk evenings. Our ages are belween 18 and 25, although we do
huve a junior group, called Ealing Hafinjan, which caters for
the 14 3-year-olds.

In the past year West London has not been idle. It has held
many functions, nol only fund-raising, In September, 1970 we
celebrated our 40th anniversary with a “‘Quadragenta™, Tt was a
full day's entertainment, which was held at the Hammersmith
and West Kensington Synagogue and included the Chief Rabbi
as our main speaker, a panel of four other prominent speakers. a
supper, and a film. This year. on September 12, we celebrate the
‘cenlenary” of our sociely magazine, The Voice. Last year we
held a soirde, where 110 people enjoyed themselves—in foll even-
ing dress—and were emertained by a number of people, including
“e¢ can-can girls”, Our annual Pyrotechnical Party, held on, or
very near to, November 5, again wenl off with a bang. We have
regular parties and folk evenings and this year we are venturing
out, and are organising, on October 2 at the Golden Lane Theatre,
our Happygoround, which will take vou for a ride with a number
of young artistes, professional or semi-professional. In December
we are holding the sequel to our successful “soirds™, our “Clde
Tyme Music Hall”. One way and another we have a very busy
vear ahead of us, not to mention already behind us.

If you would like any more informalion about us or Ealing
Hafinjan, please contact either David Atlass, Chairman, West
London YZ5, 39 Preston Hill, Kenton, HAY 958, Middlesex,
elephone 204 1462, or Alan stal, Chairman, Ealing Hafinjan,
57 Ashbourne Road, London, W35, telephone 997 60&

Susaw PERLIN, Fund-Raising Officer.

LETTER TO AN UNBORN CHILD—continged from pape AR
girl, you leamn the difference between what is right and what is
wromng: between what is good and what is bad, then, when you
o out into the world on your own, it will hold no terror for you,
no indecision, because you will be steadfast and true to your
family and to vour Faith,

Lastly, 1 wish for you, my daring child, Good Health,
Happiness, with Peace in vour lifetime, and the folfilmant of all
your hopes and aspirations, so that in the years to come you will
be a credit @0 yvour family and §o the Jﬁ:wisﬁeCummunil:!,r_

Your loving Grandma-to-be,

»

JH.C.




WHAT KIND OF
ZIONIST ARE YOU?

I IF YOU OPPOSE THE REPARTITION

‘ OF ISRAEL

FIGHT AGAINST WITHDRAWAL FROM THE
LIBERATED TERRITORIES

IF YOU BELIEVE IN SOCIAL JUSTICE

FIGHT FOR EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL
SECTIONS OF THE ISRAELI PECPLE

IF YOU BELIEVE IN EVERY JEW'S

RIGHT TO ALIYAH

SUPPORT THE ACTIVE STRUGGLE FOR SOVIET
JEWRY

JOIN THE

HERUT MOVEMENT
20 BROOKSIDE ROAD, LONDON, N.W.11
(Tel.: 455 6945)

Impressions of a ‘“Left”” Kibbutz
AMEBIVALENCES AND ANOMALIES

I have just spent four months on the Ulpan of Kibbutz Yagur,
where I worked a few hours each day in return for a few hours of
Hebrew lessons daily, as well as board and lodging. Young ple
trom many different countries participated in the Ulpan, including
nine new Russian immigrants. 1 was lucky in that my work was
with the children, and this, combined with the fact that all the
pecple I met were most kind, made my visit thoroughly enjovable,
[ might acd that not everyone was equally content with the Ulpan;
much depended on one's willingness (o learn Hebrew, to enter fully
inte the way of life as one found it, and to ignore minor dis-
camforns,

Yagur (a Hebrew word meaning “he will dwell™) is a non-
dati kibbutz belonging to the M"Y uchad group, and is situated in
the valley at the foot of Mount Carmel, which is a ridge 18 miles
long stretching from Haifa almost to Caesarea. Haifa is only a few
miles to the north of the kibbutz, while to the south stretches the
Emek Jezreel, with such settlernents as Megiddo, Afula, and
MNazareth. Yagur is the second larpest kibbutz in Israel with a
population of 1,500 and & vast area of land wsed for cotton and
leuit growing; it also operates a tin factory and a plastic tube
factory. Founded about 50 years ago mainly by immigrants from
Russia and Poland, it harboured a lurge store of weapons during
ihe period of the Mandate, which were discovered on “Shabhat
Shachora™ (the “Black Sabbath™), when British officials, in order
lir carry out their search, detained all the kibbutzniks in the dining-
roomn. Politically the kibbutz is very left-wing, flying the Red flag
alongside the ITsraeli flag, and only comparatively recently has
withdruwn its support of the USSR,

GOOD ANTY BAD

Asked whether they like kibbutz life, kibbutzniks often ans-
wer, “There is good and there is bad." At first sight this is o some-
what superfrcilﬁ answer, but | came increasingly to understand
what they mean. An important topic for debate at the moment is
the bringing up of the children, who live communally in special
houses. Almost from birth until the age of one and a half they
inhabit “tinokol” in groups of about nine, The sume group of
nine becomes & “peoton” when the children reach one and a half.
When the children are three, two tinokot combine to form a gan, or
kindergarten, and at the age of six a child enters Class A and
progresses 1o Classes B, C, D, etc, as the years pass until he
reaches Class 1. The last three classes form the Kibbutz High
School and the middle five classes form the school, while the frst
four classes, as well as the gannim and baby houses, each form
o separate umil

Metapelol. or nurses (ie., kibbutz women who need no special

(comtineed v e 42)
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qualifications), atiend to the children’s food and slecping quariers,
while the gannim have in addition a trained gannenet, or kinder-
garten feacher. Clases A to D each have a teacher who takes the
children for all subjects. Thus the children eat, sleep, and have
their lessons in one house and within a stable group. During the
evenings, however, parents take charge of their children until bed-
time, and any parent is free o visit a child at any time during the
day, and moreover to take & young child from its bouse. The child-
ren undoubtedly develop guickly and healthily in these gml;is,
but it is very hard for mothers of young children to be continually
saying “shalom” 1o them and to have to leave them at night. It
has therefore been suggested that voung children lewuld sheep

In accordance with the kibbulz non-dati affiliation {ajthﬂu%h
one must remember that Tanach forms an important school sub-
ject), Shabbat is spent by the swimming-pool and Friday night at
the cinema, while Yom Kippur is ignored. Nevertheless, the child-
ren are given a special Friday tea, with a Shabbat cake, which
Wﬂd by a candle-lighting ceremony and Shabbal stories

songs, Candles are also Lt in the kibbutz dining-room and
there is a special Shabbat dinner on Friday night. Furthermore, all
tha Festivals except Yom Kippur are observed in some way, For
example, on Pesach, matzot are caten instead of bread; the first
day is a holiday and there is a beantiful Seder service, somewhat
altered from the traditional service and including reflections on
Mazi atrocitics,

SOME GROUSING

The health and happiness of the children and the social life
are thus probably points in the “good™ part of kibbuoiz life. Not so
good is the fact that one cannol make a personal decision to
travel abroad, or to send a child to university; the general assembly
of the kibbutz must decide and even then funds must be found and
one's name duly added to the waiting-list, Yagur is lecky in that a
number of members manage to travel abrosd once in their lifetime
and a good proportion are supported in their studies, though often
in conjunction with work on the kibbute,

I fact, I heard a fair amount of grousing on the question of
money altogether, Every chaver (full member) receives 600 lirot
@ year, either in coupons for use in the kibbutz clothes shop and
supermarket, or in money for use outside the kibbutz, Not enough,
they all claimed, for it must buy clothes, furmniiire, and all personal
huxuries, as well as pay for holidays. Something that T personally
would find objectionable, although kibbutzniks would deny this,
is the nature of much of the work. For the men there are factories
and fields, and for the women the children’s bouses and the ser-
vices such as dining-room and laundry, Thus, apart from teaching,
there 15 no mind-stimulating occupation, but T was impressed by
the nevertheless extremely high standard of personal culture ai-
tained by many of the kibbutmiks, who have the use of a good

(eontinied on page 44)
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THE MEANING OF PEACE

SHALOM

Every day in our prayers we uiter the word “shalom”, time
and time again, just as the Blessing by the Priests for the whole
comgregation is for peace, No matter how often we repeat this
word, we do md give sulficient consideration 1o its implication or
true meaning. It is a word of two syllables, spoken in 2 fraction
of & second, but holding a lifetime of hope and aspication for
the Jewish people.

The word “shalom™ comes from the verh “shalem”, meaning
“to be perfect”. From this we derive the meanings completeness,
harmony, welfare, peace—peace of mind as well as physical ;
peace not just for ourselves, but for all Israel; peace for our Elr.lluw-
Jews, whether they be in Russia, imprisoned in Arab countries, or
living in the free world. We pray for peace particularly in the
land of Israel, where peace is uneasy and dependent on the actions
of her enemies, and where there is such a yearning for a stable
peace. Particelarly is this the case in the home of every Israeli
lamily, whose sons and daughters guard the borders of the
couniry and stand between them and one hundred million hostile
Arabs. Israel, the staunch remnant of our people, reborn ocut of
such terrible sacrifices,

CHILDREN UNDER FIRE

Mever before has the true meaning of been brought
home to me more forcibly than when 1 visited the Beit Shean
vitlley last November, and saw the children of the border kibbutzim
sleeping ESI“ after night in unde;fmund shelters as a protection
aganst shelling and rocket attacks. Even by day these young
children knew that, when they heard the first whine of a shell,
they had o run to the shelters, counting, as they went, the seconds
before the shell would explode, a1 which time they should be
lying flat on the ground, Despite this terrible danger, not one
family asked to move away, neither for themselves nor for their
children, What did the word “shalom™ mean to them? Was it a
few hours' respite from the dangers of shelling and rocketing?
When the cease-fire came to these borders it meant the wonder
of children waking up with the sunshine streaming into their eves,
as for the first time in their lives they slept in normal beds outside
the shelters, That was reallv peace!

Along the Suex Canal there may be a respite from shelli
and bombing, but there has been no physical peace for the Ism:ﬁ
Army, who have had w spend the  time strengthening  their
defences and always Keeping on the alert. At least the know
that the firing has ceased brings some ce of mind (o
lamilies of these boys and pgirls in the rﬁﬁ: fine-

It is incredible to think that in this year 5732 Israelis arc
w:ai.gﬁ peace by defending the very desert which our forefathers
crossed with Moses over 3,500 years ago in scarch of peace and

leontinued on pape 44)
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SHALOM-—continned from pope 43
4 homeland,

Perhaps the word “shalom™, which we use so casually in
grecting, was epitomized when [ heard the pbrase “osé shalom™
sung in the traditional tune, in & night club in Jaffa, as one of
the top popular songs of the country, and only a few days later
sung by a group of young school children in the remains of the
synagogue on the top of Massada. The words floated through the
rarefied air over the Dead Sea towards the mountains of Moab,
expressing not just 4 hope but a yeaming—from this very place
where Eleazer ben Yair resolved “that a death of glory was
preferable to a life of infamy™ and that most courageous act Look
place, when 960 men, women, and children ended their lives with
their own hands rather than face capture by ihe Romans, The
Zealotz had chosen the peace brought by death.

Perhaps, if we think more about the word “shalom™ and all
its implications, we may come near o oding what mij: SEET
af times to be an illusion. When we utter the word “shalom™
particularly over the High Holydays, we should spare a thought
not only for our brothers and sisters in Isracl but also in thoss
countries from which they have o be rescued and brought home
to lsrael. This is the work of the Joint Palestine Appeal, which,
with the help and support of every Jew in this country, will be
able 1o make the ingathering of Jewish peoplz a rea]i:g‘.

Ome of the scrolls found on Massada by Yigal Yadin was of
the Second Temple irjm'l. “The Wisdom of Ben-Sira™, which has
a messape for us today:

“Men of resource and supported with strength

And living at ease in thewr dwelling-places,

All these were honoured in their generation

And in their da&s had glory,

Some of them there are who have lefl a name

That men might tell of it in their inheritance,

And some of them there are who have no memaorial

S0 that there was an end of them when they came to their end.

They were az though they had noi been

And their children afier them.

May we, the children of Tsrael of this generation, be remem-
bered for what we did (o Bring peace to the whole House of Tscael,
Ehalom alechem, M.DC

"LEFT" KIBBUTZ—continued from page 42
library in the kibbutz meadon (club house)
By the end of my visit T had come to realise that kibbutzim
m{ a vital part in lsrael's economy and in theory offer the
and most just way of life yet devised. Yet, how many people
will choose to live on a kibbutz? It is a depressing fact that many
seftlers were forced by financial circumstances to live in kibbutzim
rather than in towns. Fiona YOFFEY,
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PLEA FOR PERSECUTED

SOVIET JEWRY

since the end of last year they have been coming, each one
with the same message, sach one B.pPl:'ﬂ.ll-I‘IF for our help, calling
for our solidarity, and each one swcceeding but infinitesimally
in shaking the community from its inactivity and complacency.

First Tina Brodetskava and Yosif Yankelevitch, then Pro-
lessor Aisenstadt and Alla Milkina, Leah Slovin, Grisha Feigin,
Lina Valkova, and Rudolf Brud. More recently Rivka Alexandro-
vilch, whose sick daughter s languishing in a Soviet concentra-
tion camp, Tya Silberberg, and Raiza Palatnik’s fiancd, Alexander
Chaplia. They have all been here, demanding of us, urging us
ind pleading with us o intensify the struggle; %aut hooar Tietle, how
very litthe, are the Jews of Britain doing to help Soviet Jewry.

How slowly are the wheels that can set the mighty Anglo-
Jewish Establishment in molion beginning fo turm. Grm-ilf: Janner
and a few devoted M.P.s work ceaselessly 1o convince their col-
leapwes of the Il;lcrill:l-us plight of the Soviet Jews, but not even all
the Jewish M.I's agree to sign his motion. Ajex, that great and
powerful body within Anglo-Jewry, organises massive marches
and rallies, But why so rarely, Ajex? The Board of Deputies co-
ordinates all the activities for Soviet Jewry. But how much activity,
Deputies of Anglo-Jewry, do you initiate? The list could go on
cndbessly. Is there an organisation within Anglo-Jewry that can
truly say it is working enough, sacrificing enough, fighting enough
for the Soviet Jews?

TIME To WAKE UP

- What must happen to Soviet Jewry before we, the Jews of
Britain, wake up from our sloth and lethargy to help them to
our utmost? Soviet Jewry is facing spiritual a cu1tum§rgem3-.‘:]dc,
the greatest threat that has faced Jewry since the defeat of Hitler.
Must we wait for it to become physical genocide before we act?
The Russian Jews are fighting. They petition, write open letters,
sit-in and hunger sirike for their right to live a Jewish life in
Isracl. They risk loss of their jobs, gaol and physical vinlence
from KGB-inspired hooligans, But they fight on, undeterred.

Feader of this article—in the last year, how many times have
vou demonsirated? How often have you marched? Or atlended
rallies? Is there a sticker in your car? Have you written to your
M.P.? Or to your newspaper? Can you truly say, T hawe been
doing all 1 can?™

Must all the efforts continue 1o be left to the dedicated
minority of activists? To those tireless and devoted ladies of the
35 Group, that handful of university students, the Zionist activist
disciples of Jabotinsky, and the militants whom some would have
us pul in cherem, but who, when Jews are hrealened, defiantly
proclaim, “Mever again™?

R.K.E.
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CONTROVERSIAL FIGURE

Josephus-A Witness of Historic Events

To get a real feeling for the tragic time when the Temple fell
and the might of Rome crushed the Jews in Palestine, the modern
Jew should consult the ancient Jewish tradition—and also read
Josephus.

Tradition gives some feeling for the slaughter, the suffering and
the martyrdom, the change from Temple to synagogue Judaism, the
longing that looks back to those days and prays for the re-establish-
ment of the Temple “speedily, in our days.™ and the 1,%00-year-old
emodion that stirred when Rabbi Goren blew the shofar at the
Western Wall daring the Six-Day War,

Josephus reads quite differently, Proud as he was of his
Jewishness, he felt that the Romans were the natural masters of
the world. They were cosmopolitan, too, while his own people, in
spite of their ancient lincage, were really only provincials. He was
strongly opposed to the folly of defying the Romans and, although
he took up arms against them, he soon became a collaboratenr.

All this we learn from his own hooks: there are no collateral
sources. He was a slippery customer, not to be believed in every-
thing he wrote, but the main outline is clear enough. He wrote after
the wars were over, in comfortable circumstances, l'n-'inﬁcin a villa
in Rome; he himself wrote Aramaic but literary slaves helped him
translate his books into Greek,

FIGHTING IN GALILEE

He was born Jeseph ben Mattathias haCohen, son of one of
the leading families in J . He went to Rome at the age of 26
and was deeply impressed with all he saw. When he was 29, Galilee
was in ferment and he was sent by the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem
to conl it down,

There he fought mainly against his own countrymen, Truly, in
reading of the many factions, one can appreciate the words of the
Talmud, “The Temple was destroved by causeless hatred.” There
were many skirmizshes and Jasephus's successes were due as much
to trickery as to military prowess. Some of the local factions gained
victories over Cestus, Governor of Syria, and the Roman army of
occupation were feeling very cock-a-hoop, But the army was rein-
forced by another under Vespasian and started to repress the
rebellion,

Josephus fought against Vespasian's army for a time. When
cornered with others, he wriggled his way out of a suicide pact and
was captured,

He then tells an incredible tale. He was brought before Ves-
pasian, he says, and prophesied that he, Vespasian, would hecome
Emperor. When this actually cccurred, Vespasian remembered and
released Josephus,
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From then on he collaborated, He was cordially detested by
the “resistance” in Jerusalem and he, in his torn, despised them,
telling how they murdered all who thought to surrender: When
1|'|lmu|l:med| E ;-tgs tuken u;l:R-::um: and there witnessed Titus's
iriumph, He e the Temple regalia in Titus's procession, in-
-.-I!u-;l'mjgﬂm seven-hranched lamp,

He writes also of the final stand at Massada, Once again, he
has litthe natural sympathy with the extremists who resisted. He
villls them sicarti, degger-boys, but an unwilling respect shines
through his writings as he tells of their heroic end.

He lived in Rome under the patronage of Vespasian and Titus
and adopted their family name of Flavius, He remained an avowed
dew always, writing lnter alia The Amtiguities of the Jews, an in-
valuable account of Jewish history from Bible times to the Teign
of King Herod, and Apainsg Apion, wherzin he rebutted (fia
calumnies of an antisemite of that day.

The complex character of the man is fascinating and his
attitudes have many echoes today, combining ns dun&: current
secular wisdom of his age with an appreciation of Jewish tradition.
His works make absorbing reading.

J. SAMUEL & SON

JAMES SAMUEL 1797-1866

MEMORIALS & RENOYATIONS

All work under the personal supervision of
Mr. Louis M. Samuel, a direct
descendant of Haham Moses Cohen D' Azevedo

SIDNEY STREET, LONDON, EI 2EH
Telephone: 01-247 5181/4256
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TRANSPLANT | . .

ALIYAH TO N.W.11
By a CORRESPONDENT

When 1 left Hammersmith 1 realised that this was no mere
geographical trek but o spiritual journsy. The unexplored territory
offered a wide selection of religions congregations within the
Chthodox camp, My choice was firm, It would be the Beth
Hamedrash endearingly known as “Munk's”, reputed to pulsate
with the heart of Frankfort. This English transplantation took
place a quarier of a cenlury ago, Membership is nod granted
automatically. This hinges on a successfol interview with a
selection commiiles '-'rhil:i aszesses the spiritual and providentially
not the financial calibre of the candidate,

My own arrival coincided with Rosh Hashonah, The Days
of Awe presented a gleaming white motif in the synagosue. Every
desk was bedecked with a while linen cover. The floor below
ntight have n‘,ﬁl'ﬂrmed a surgical conference of married men all
gowned in white. My wardrobe was reinforced with a white
Kittel 1o conform with the local minkag.

The Kehillah can certainly davven with unparallelad devo-
tion and decorum. It is a veritable powerhouse of prayer. Rabbi
Munk, the almost legendary father-figure of the congregation, is
regarded as the oracle of Jewish wisdom. Hiz Alivah to Istacl
raised a fAurry. The succession to the supreme post was accorded
to Rabbi Chaim Feldman, the youthful brilliant Talmudic scholag
and spiritual leader, who was reared in the Borough of Ham-
merzmith, was a graduate of 5t, Paul's School, and who has
proved a worthy zon of the late Rabbi Raphael Feldman, of
blessed memory.

During the year, a fascinating procession through one's
parfour of hearded Shelichim (appointed representatives) of every
Jewish organisation, known and unknown, exercise their magnetic
drawing power on behalfl of educational and charitable causes

There is a spirit of bonhomie in the sircets on the Sahbath,
Virtual strangers of Abrahamic descent greet and acknowledge cach
other as members of one great ¢lan. The gaberdined Chassid
with artistic fur headgear passes by with an entourage of disciples,
The four local Shifebels, a kappel's throw from each other, attract
paironage from devolees whose approach to Heaven is wocalised
im ecstatic lomes and exaﬁgumt&d gesiures, Spicitual  fervour
reaches its climax at the Sendak Shelishin, the third Sabbath meal,
usually of herring., bread, and mineral watars, The Rav presides
amidst the exposition of Torah interwoven with Chassidic song.

It is encouraging to witness the relipious intensity of local
youth, no less devoul than the generation which survived the
Mari holocaust. Many are Yeshiva-imbued and consider that this
15 an essential preparation for the fuller appreciation of Jewish
existence whether in Israel or in the Dimspora, L.F.
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ORGANISATIONS

{and addresses for inguiries)

Hammersmith Symgogue Ladies’ Guild, Meets first Tuesday even-
ing in the month in the Synagogue Hall, Tel. 748 6853,

Hommersmith Synagogue Parents” Assm, Hop. Sec.: Mrs, 5. Verby,
45 Raneclagh Gardens Mansions, $.W.6. Tel. 736 3731, i

Hammersmith Friendship Club, Meets every Wednesday in the
ngue Hall. Chairman: Mrs, H. M, Levy, 212 Goldhawk
W12, Tel, 743 3276.

Haommersmith ond District Women's Flonist Society. Hon. Sec.:
Mrs. L. R Longhorn, 24 Linkenholt Mansions, Stamford
Brook, W.6. Tel. 748 £577.

Hammersmith, Shepherd’s Bush & Chelsea District Defeace Com-
mittee (under the auspices of Board of Deputies of British
Jews). Inguirles at Jewish Board of Deputics, Woeburn House,
Upper Woburn Place, W.C. 1.

Hiummersmith ond West Branch of the Norwood
Charity Trost. Representative: Miss J, Lichtblan, 27 Waven-
don Avenue, W4

West London Jewish Youoth Centre Sponsoring Committee, Ham-
mersmith Bepresentative: Dr. C. B. Hodes, 1 Ashehurch Ter.
Askew Road, W.12.

Woessix Sports Club. Mr. Barend Velleman, 125 Earl's Court
Road, 5.W.5 Tel, 01-373 7171.

West London Young Ziondst Soclety. Chairman: Mr. David
Atlass. Tel, 204 14532

Jewish Lads’ Brigade — Hammersmith Coy. Brigade m::ﬁ:
Woburn House, Upper Woburn Place, W.C.1. Tel. 387 51

Association of Jewish Ex-Service Men and Women (Hammersmith
and District Branch). Hon. Sec.: Cooncillor Morman Mann,
61 Clifford Avenue, 5,%W.14, Tel, 876 2049,

Hommersmith and Wesi Kensington Sy Library. Hon. Sec.
and Librarian: Miss R, Lurtghmm;qh Mansions,
W.6, Tel. 748 8577, o

Jewish Youth Study Groups — West London Branch.
Chairman: John Simmonds, Tel. 997 7012







