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EDITORIAL

This is the season for sober reflection both individually and
communally, As individuals, this is purely a private and personal
matter. As a communily, we have our common responsibilities,
More than ever before we musl [0Cus Owr atlenlion on oor
synapogue if we are to continue as o force in the general com-
munity. [t capnoi be denied ihat ouwr membership is steadily
decreasing, and that our classes even on g regional estimation, is
ibie lowest for many years.

We can adopt o defeatisi attitede and say ihat things are
beyond our control. On the other hand, a congregation with
seventy-six years of history behind it, has developed very close
ties and pichiments, There s a prowing consciousness thal wp
tll recently, no real effort had boen made o go oul o seek new
members, and those who have a loyalty to the syvonapogue, who
grew up, 50 to speak, within its précinets, who have a fund of
nostalgic memories (o think on, will not let the attitude of laissez-
faire prevadl,

An earnest committee has been formed 1o consider the best
ways of prappling with the problem. They have already been
at work for some time preparing the ground for a membership
drive. Ewven if they only secceed 0 maintaining the present
sige of the congregation, that in itsell will be no mean achieve-
ment. Every member of the congregation can help in a small
way, by supplying us with information of non-attached residents
within a mile and a hall radivs of the synagogue, There must
be many families of whom we are unawaere, Any information
supplied to our Ministers or to the Secretary will immediately be
followed up.

The present issue contains several articles of particular
interest. Omne tells how an Orthodoex Jewish housewife overcame
domestic problems whilst resident in Malta immediately after the
war, and Lthere is also a very informative account of the manifold
activities of AJEX. Special atiention is drawn to the proposcd
building of a Youth Centre for the whole of the West side of
London, This is the brain-child of Mr. David H. Velleman, Chair-
man of our Youth Commitiee, The idea has had the approval of
many congregations and Crganisations, including the Association
for Jewish Youth, and plans are steadily going alead.

Once apain, our warm thanks are due to contributors of
articles, and to those who in various ways have helped us to meet
the cost of publication. To them. and to all members of the
congregation and their families we extend grectings for a happy,
heafthy, prosperous and peaceful New Year,



A MESSAGE FROM ONE OF OUR CONGREGANTS

Al the ape of 64, 1 am #ill o jpnorant of the Hebrew Prayer-
baok, the langoape of my Taul and rhe tenets of Judaism as at
the age of M), The fuult is mine. However, dorng all those years,
I have known that 1 am = Jew, Don't ask me why,

Because of this, perhaps because along the yvears, my twi
danghters mnrried and are both moch more atached o the faith
than their parents, ulso because my pramdchildren--1 have been
blessed with seven—are prowing up in very Jewsh sureoindings,
| have gravitated back o ackoowledgment of my debt 1o my
Tewish beritage. Because of this, also, | hurred 0 hecome
a member of o Synagogue, and fo suppos s Juncton anoour
community, Somehow, T feel ioday, that the most satsbving thing
that occurred was an invilation [0 renew Lhe covenanl of TJ
subscription. Was it already so many years ago? 1 am delighted.
I may not be u gooxd congregant, but mt least I am happy 1o
support the Synagogue, in which 1 shelter, and whose ers 1
s highly respect.

Muy I invite all those members who are like myself, to adopt
this attiude. Add o your subsoriplion, yORT Sgnalde on @
covenant, In this way, I know vou will help, with me, o guide
okt Synagogue away from the fist of "Deficit ™ congregations.

e ———
CHASAN TORAH AND CHASAN BERESHIS

We are very happy o announcg on going 1o press that e
Chasanim for this vear will be the Rev, Samuvel Forscher amd Mr,
Greorpe Evioiie,

The Rev, Forscher ia now entering his * Barmuzval ™ year
44 Reader of our Congregation, During the period of his odfice,
hoth he and his dear wife, Hella. have entercd fully into the Life
of the Congregation and ciudeaicd dwmselves 0 all with whom
they have come in contact, Samuel Forscher has enhanced the
office of Chazun with hix melodiows voice and quiet digroty. May
he be hlessed to continde for many years (o give delight and
uplift 10 the members of our Community. Hella Forscher has
taken o leading part in the work of the Guild as Vice-Chainnan.
May she be blessed with good health io carry on her manifold
activities.

Mr. George: Eviine has beéen 1aking an ever iocreasing interest
in the work of the Comemunily. He is currenily a member of the
Board of Managemeni and serves on ihe Wesiern Area Regional
Classes Commititee and the Special Membership Commiltee.
Mrs. Evoine is 4 very prominent worker for WEZO and charitable
CRIOSEH,

We are sure that msembers and their families will wish 1o pay
their respecis o our worlthy Chasanim and their wives by attending
ihi usual celehrations.

.

Judaism in Our Day (Lectures 1966)

The mter-festival lectures 1o May 1996 were devoted o the
* Shulchan Aroch ™ and its influence, in commemoration of the
fourth centenary sinee its original publication, An illominating
insight into the scope and subjeci-malter of the four sections ol
this monumenial work was given by Habbi Schmall, who 15 &
lecturer s the Beth Jacob Seminary in North London. Reverend
Eaymond Apple provided us with a colourful delineation of the
character and Dife-work of Joseph Karo, who was the central
figure of o remarkable group Eabbinic luminaries mn Safed,
the spiringl cemire of the Jewish world in the sixteenth century.
Rably M. Lew delivered a wvery stimalating address on the
application and relevanee of the * Shulchan Aruch ™ in owr own
day.

During the long exile of the Jewish people amd certainly
with the confempomry emergence of the State of lseacl, o peren-
ninl statement of the affirmations of Judaism has been a necessity.
The association of Hammersmith Synagogue with Jews' Colle
strefching back many vears, will now be powerlully Toiged by the
advent of its deputy Principal, Rabbi D, J. J. Ross, as our guest
lecturer after the High Holvdays, He will give a course of ten
weekly lectures, commencing Monday, 17th October, 1966, on
E!E Eliaaaing subject of " JUDAISM AND THE MODERN

The perplexed of our peneration are thirsting for guidance
on the traditional teachings of Judaism hﬂ‘;laﬂplraﬂ men of wisdom,
Rabbi Dy, Ross is a brilliant graduvate [rom BEhodesia and Soath
Africa, who has pursued his Jewish and philozophical studies at
the great academies of learning in Isracl (Ponivizer Yeshivah and
%&ulﬂ]laﬂ:I University) and England {Gateshead and Eiz Chaim

eslivol),

Moere than ever in our own age of complexity, do we fesl
the need to pause and to consider the meaning and the significance
of the Jewish highway throogh life!

Rabbi Dr. Ross will discuss many vital aspects of Jewish
thoughi and practice  including the themes of Monotheism,
Revelation, Shabbat, Kashrut Prophecy, Messiunizm, the Univer-
salism of Judsism and the significance of Jewish statchood.

The personality of Eabbi Dr. Ross has made a greal impact
on the Anglo-Jewish community, We in Hammersmith are
privileged and honoured by his acceptance of our invitation to
address us on this all-embracing subject, Please do not fail 1o
tuke this o tunity of listeding 10 s0 greal a presentation by a

man of stch calibre,
L. FEEEMAM,




ITEMS OF INTEREST

CHIEF RARBINATE

We extend & warm welcome to Rabbi Dr. Immanuel
Jakobovitz on his acceptance of a call to become Chief Rabbi, and
wish him well in his distinguished affice.

THE SHALOM BUNGALOW

A delighiful Service and ceremony ook place at the Home
for Aged Jews in Mightingale Lane on July 10th, when a bungalow
was consecrated in the names of fhe parents of Mr. and Mrs
J. L. Godirev. The Service was conducted h;i- Rev. §. Forscher and
Rev, 8. Veniu gave an address. The bungalow comprises 12 self-
contained units, The ogcupants live independently, only usi
ihe main building for their meals, Tea was aflersards provi
in the dining hall. Ouite 2 mumber of our members attended
the funclion.

NON-TJEWISH VISITORS TO THE SYNAGOGUE

During the past few months many groups, particularly of
young people, have visited the Synagogue. There seems 1o be a
tendency towards ucquam:m%'{nung people with the custom and
buildings of other faiths. first-hand approach must do a
great d{-.!u[ o improve inter-faiih relaionships: as testified by the
many letters of warm and sincere appreciation which follow the
visigs, Here are extrects from letiers received @

I. Crunkers (who attended a Sabbaith morning service). * We
foumd your service intensely inleresting and al times mosl Moving.
The older boys were very interested and the father of one of them
toll me this morning thut his son had talked of nothing else
since returning home. What impressed the boys was the very real
sense of fellowship and community, the easy relationship hetween
wuli and child.”

2. Hammersmith County School {Girls). " Thank you for a
mast interesting afternoon. be quite honest, we expected the
Synapogue to be rather dismal, but instead we found that it was
ome of the most beautiful places we have seen, Thank you for
the interesting talk, it was most informative. 'We all lefi knowing
# lot more about Judsism thun we hid done before the visit,”

THE LATE ALDERMAN STANLEY M. ATKINS

O heartfelt condolences are offered to Mrs, Atkins on the
sad loss she and her family susiained recenily through the death
of her husband Alderman Stanley M, Atkins,

How well we all recall ihat memorable day of his eligious
induction into office as Mayor of Hammersmith, held in oor
synagoguwe., How proud we felt that here was & Jewish First
Citizen of the Borough, 1he second ooly in fifly years, who was
plad o proclamy his orbodoxy openly, and who made his
ifeclaration in Hebrew and English. 5o impressed were the large
congregation, consisting mainly of pop-Jews, hy the beautiful
cervice, that it was widely spoken of, for a long time.

Anodber ghmpse at the iype of man he was, was revealed
earlict a1 the special meeting of the Council at which he was
ehectad, which | was. privileged 10 aitend. In moving terms, he
mircduced his speech by referring 10 iz mother, wio was present.

His was a very distinguaished Mayoralty, He did mot spare
himself, buf at no e did his interest ino the Shephords Bush,
Fulliaom wnd Disieic Synagogue, of which he wias President, Rag.

A noo-Jewish vistor @0 his home on a Friday evening, told
me later how deeply he hod been impressed by the wonderful
spiritual and friendly atmosphere which pervaded it

Unly o few weeks before his death, he called in at our
aynagogue, looking [ and well, and full of enthusinsm. Now he
is gone, leaving behind lum a fine record of achievement ns
loval Jew and a trusted citizen, whose name will long be
remiembe

——— e

WEST LONDON JEWISH YOUTH STUDY GROUP

After a very successful Summer Term and Summer School,
West London Jewish Youth Study Group commences again on
September 11th, Last term’s programme was carried through very
suceessfully, end culminated m an evening function which all the
London groups attended. Our puest speakers included Rev, 5.
Venirt and the Co-Chairman of the Women's Zwmnist Creganisation.
Our plans for next term are not yet completed, but should prove
to e better than ever.

Meetings are held on Sundays 5.]51_;1;111. o 7.15 p.m. in the
Children's Synagogue, Herbert Samuel Hall, Back Place, W.2,

For further information please contact the Chairman, Celia
Gilass (ACDm T033), 9, Balfour Road, W.3.

Mervyn Beth,




West London Jewish Youth Centre

Approximately two years ago Mr. Do H. Velleman, the Chair-
man ol our Youth Commities, carvied o0l @ povaid imvestigalion
on- the leisure 1me peeds of Jewish Youwl oo the West London

Cavea, As a resuli of (s, he approached ihe Associnbion of Tewsh
youth io discuss what mighi iu.' dore 10 improve the sinadion. T
owas his idea that the only way in which the difercul youih groufs
Tin the area could be made 1o funcioa veally efficiently, was by
building a Youth Centre somewhbere in the area, large enough
sy embrace sl kinds of prowps and o caler los spanis, Caliiare,
sovinl and educarional spare-time agiivities, There should be
paid full-time tramed youlh leader anid several pari-ime: youlh
- leaders. The cenire should caier for oujdoos ax well az ndooy
CEClivitied, The ALY, fully apreed with these amms and 6 snaall
cirelaker comitice was formed, compricing of & few people from
“other cominunitics in ke area interesied o youih work, For the
“pext, 18§ months they met regularly ai Mr, Velleman's flar 1o
hasumer ool & defimie policy aml plan. Thiz cialmmiied In oa
meeting which was held, early in March this vear, in our Com-
miingd Hall o which miost Syoagogies wid organisations, intergaied
in youth work in West Lomdon, had sent delemies. Over X0
argRnisating were repiesentad, The mnin business of the meeting
was o discoss the possibfe establishment of § permancat JTewssh
Youth Cemre o serve the whote of West London

o M, Velleman was o the chaie o Lady Jaoner Kiuadly agreed
o apeak 1o e preparcd memornndom preseoted 6 the moeetmg,

The type of youth cenire proposed would cost initally @ least
£25000 and perhaps as moch as L40.000, aor wlieding the e
cost, ‘The annual expenditves would be about E5,000. To mise
this-sum i s propossd (o appiy for capital-peani 40 the Depart-
ment of Bducation and Science, 10 be included n the Youth

. Service Buitding Programme, The Department wonld, i included
Din the programme, make oogrand of op io 309, of ihe cost and e
Loseal  Fducation Authonty would esually grnt an additionsd
¢ 35%,, so thal only 25 of the cost has to ko foumd by (he organ:.
uerd themselves: There exist alse o grani mid provision towards
lemiders” salaries and wdminisivation ¢osls. Meveriheless, a large
sy of money will have 1o be riised initially and anouslly.

The Cenire will mclude o gymnasium, colf-e bar and Eichen,

¢ tounge; cloakrooms, toilets, ablutions and showers, bath far boys
and girls and also a girks’ powder room, o feader’s office, stomge

rooms, physicel pclivily rooms, rooms for social acoivilies, el

“Phrtside pames wred, lennis courts and perhaps a seomming pool;
and, of course, a car park, To accomphish all this, a sponsoring

conmitiee was formed with representatives of all ihe organisations

Py

associating themselves with this project. At s suhsequent Tnaugural
mieeeiing, Mr. Velleman was elecied Chuirmean, b D, W, Gouald,
Vice-Chaimman ( Ealing Jewish Youth Club, br. Harry Beckerman,
Treasurer (Chiswick Synapogue), Mes, 5 Gold, Sccretary, 30
Emlyn Road, W.12. Telephone SHE 1705

A site for this project was very magnanimously offered to the
Hon, Officers of the Commiltee by the Troaztess of (he West
Central Jewish Club and Seitbement. This comprizsed of the West
Central Jewish Tennis Club site ar Ealing (Boston Manor), over
50000 sguare feel, approximately .17 acres. The site i5 just
opposite Boston Manor Underground Station on (he Piecadilly
Line {four stops from Hammersmith)

A lhree-yedr oplion was obisined for a peppercorn rent and
& 40-30 vears” lease 15 belng prepared on a oominal fent.

Tins project, which undoubledly will be one of the largest
in the country and definitely the largest in London, is one more
wheme permunated ot Hammessmith Syoagogue and applied 1o
a much wider arca. It i5 proof that our Communiiy is still ‘-*crg
virile i ouilook snd ideas. The finance sub-commmibies, whic
has been omed, will oo doobs need afl the help and suﬁwrt il
can get to pocomplish this oasianding wea tor the good of Yewish
Youih, so that they can freely mix in oa Jewish club and cenire
during their leiscie thoe and o fiod 4 pormanent home for owr
many Jewish voull organisations in the area.

The Hon, Oificers and Board of Management extend theic
Compliments and Best Wishes for a Ha Mew Year o all
Members of the Congregation and iheir Famlies,

The Beverend and Mrs. 5, Yenill and Family wish (o convey
their sincere wishes for a Happy and Prospecous New Year (o the
Honorary Officers, to the Board of Management, relatives, friends
and members of the Syoagogue,

The Revereod snd Mrs, Samuoel Fosscher and Ruth, wish to
convey thelr warmest grectings for the New Year to the Honorary
Oifficers, to the Board of Management, aud to all members of the
Congregation and their families.

Mr. and Mrs, B, 71 Busky and Daoghter exiend cordial greet-
ings to #4ll members of the Congregation and members of the Choir,

Mr, and Mrs, M, Friedimann and Family wish to convey their
mosl cordial wishes to the Congregation for a Happy and Healthy
Mew Year,

Mr, and Mr. Shori send thedr compiiments oo all the
Congregalion,



The Solomon Woelfson Jewish School
Centenary

The holding of the Centenary Service st Hammersmith
Synagogue on June 26th, was quite foruitous,  Bayswaler
Synagogue, where the idea of the School originated, was closed,
and the New West End was ovcupied for weddings. However,
apart from being the nexi pearesl sizeable Synagogue, i may
nof be generally known that in some fespects our links in the
lasf quarter of a century have been virtually the closest, This
applies 1o all relatoaships.

Somie of our members will recall the late Ruperi Winsion, He
wis Depuly Hepdmatser of the School and for some years
Financial Kepresentative of the Shool, He is best remembbered
for his oulslanding schievemenss o the promotion of youth
activities, particularly with the West London Jewish Youth Club,

More recently, ihe late Aaron Sheafield, whose passing was
vary widely lamented, was alwo a Depuly Head of the School for
many vears and also served our Congregation well as an Honorary
Oificer.

Hiz long experience in ihe feld of educauon and his deeply
proiinded Jewish knowledge made Inm a most valued member of
the Regiopal Classes Edvcation Commutiee,  The late Mrs
Shenfield also tnught at the School for some Lime,

Alio o member of staff for some years was our beloved
recently-retired Choimmaster, Mr. Benjamin H, Busky.

Secondly, Bev. Venitt has been 4 manager of the School for
a number of years and takes part in deliberations on school
poelicy. He also served a term of (hree vears as Examiner in Habraw
and Helipious Knowledpe.

Thirdly, the many chikdren of ouwr Commumy who were
educated ai the School melude all the Vemis aod Ruth Forscher.

Finally, Miss Pamezla YVenin, B.A., is returning 1o ber old
alma mater as 4 teacher in September,

All this goes 10 show that the choice of Hammersmith Synagogue
was not only o privilége bul thal in recend years OUr assoCilion
has been the closesi of all the Synagoguees in the area.

The Choeir

Al specially arranged Kiddish on June 251h, the Hammer-
smith Congregution said farewell to Mr. B. H. Busky, who has
served our Community as Choirmasier for almost 15 years. We
all wish him & long and happy retirement and good health for
Ny yeala o oame

As g eonsequence of the departure of the Choirmasier, the
Choir was about fo disband, 1 would be regretiahle to allow this
i happen.

The Homorary Officers and the Board of Manapenieni feel
eaponsible for the smiooth rinning of affairs and also, in presenl
wvacumslances, 1o kesp up the standards of the Setvice n the
Synagogue, & siandard fhat bas been sel ever since the Shool
wag erected over 75 years ago.

The possibility of forming 1 Boys' Choir has been considered
and is very much favoured by everybody,

The youth of our Community have proved their eagerness
i help i miany. wavs and are also willing to join the oeed
choir, However, the trnining of such a choir produces problems
which have vet 1o b solved,

The number of boys who might qualify o be choristers. is
not lorpe. They have to be tavght the fundamentals of synagogal-
piusic and instructed how 1o read i To learn ihe art of choir-
simging requires consideriblz efform and tme. In addition, a
chorister should know (he Service of every Sabbath amd Festival
of the year and also the trunslation of the text and its meaning.

These are difficulties. which, with some effort and persever-
ance, can he overcome.

Iin the mreantime, our chorsiecs, who have served the Com-
munity so loyally and responsibly with much goodwill and
devotion, have kindly apreed to continue with iheir pond services,

They deserve the appreciation of the whole Community.
(REV ) 8 FORSCHER.

]

MR. & MRS, L, W, SHORT

We extend a hearty welcome 1o our new caretaker amd his
wile and family, who have recenily taken up residence. We wish
ihem every bappiness and pocd health 0 corry on this most
ezsenbial service Lo the Synagogue.




Road Signs

This is the timc of the year when we should stop on the
road ami ask ourselves the guestions: Who are we? Whai uare
we? Where are we gong? Judaism has posted three rosd siZns
io help us.

The signs read TESHUVA. TEFILLAH, UTZFEDAKAH
which we translate in a general sense as Repentance, Prayer and
Charity. In the older texts three small words accompany them,
TESHUVA is interpreied as T70M: TEFILLAH as KOL;
TZEDAKAH as MOMON.

TESHUVA as TZOM (fasting) is necessarly a persanal
matter. Personal in the sense that it affects mo one bul ihe dne
who fasis No other persien benefits by i1, no other person 15
harmed because of il. An msdividual may even be able to gel on
the right wavelengih with his soul, because of it. Hut he alone
knows it, He slone bencfits.

TEFILLAH involves an clement of KOL {wvoice), The
prayers and petilions are dircoted towards the Almighty, Mo oiher
human being is invelved in Tefillah except the petiioner. Bul
ihere is & partnership in a sense. Man prays, Giouds hears.

TZEDAKAH is essentinlly an expericnce in human relations.
There must be o giver and a receiver and there must be the
Momon, the wherewithal. There must be the willingness (o share,
To follow the three road signs therefore requires personal involys-
ment, G-dly commitment and an utterly unselfish approach, which
really sum up the ideas underlying TESHUVAH. TEFILLAH
and TZEDAKAH.

SYNAGOGUE NOTICES

Despite repeated nolices in * The Brook ' it still happens from
lime to time that meetings of dilerant local societies and com-
mittees have been armanged independently 1o lake place on the
samec date. As a number of people are On mOre than one
committee it is obviously desirable that clashing should he
avoided. The Synagogue Se:mu?e maintains o central diary of
Jates of meetings which are notified to him and Secretaries of
local organisations are sincerely requested to remember this and
to advise the Synagogue Secretary of all meeting dates as far in
advance as possible,

A Yohrzeit Repister 15 kept in the Synagoguc Ofice.  Mew,
Forscher is prepared to record eniries b your request and to send
you @ reminder cach year.

Looking Back

As Malta comes high on the hisi of places in the Srerling Areq
in which to spend a holiday next summer, my (homighis go hack 1o
(94 and ihe enforced (wo yeais spent on this island, which was
oe described by the late George Bernard Shaw us one of * Yells,
t. Mg and Smells.”

To be o Jewish housewife in Malta immed.aiely after the war
taxed the impenuily ol even the nidst resourcelul, and memories of
condilons then inevitably come 1o my mind,

by hwsband was Medical Ofhicer 10 8 Kepgiment there, and
on bay Lsk, 1946, | Hew ool Lo jodn him. 1 was wery young, ver
incxparienced in all the ars of owsekeeping and needed then all
the modern aids of tsday, but alas, (hey were jest not available.
Mo gas, no elecincly, only a containel of L'ailur Cias, deliverad
daily 10 cook by, asd a primitive Primus stove.

Sontehow 1 managed very well, once I got used to the fact
that it would take ot least two and a half hours Lo roast polaloes
in my portable oven on top of u single burner. ‘We had the most
glorons Maliese lace table mats, but kow the food would arrive
ol lable, was always very questionable. 1 remember only (oo
well making my first sieamed sponge pudding, and on turming it
oul, saw 1o my horror, dozens of weavels rearing their repulsive
heads, having tried, in vain, 10 esCape fromy their incarceration.
That flour must have been years old!

I'here were only about eight Jewish families on the island
tigen, s 10 kesp kushrut was & real feat of endurnnce. There was
a0 kisher butcher's shop where 1 could go and choose ai leisure
the cul of meai that we fancied; no onc 1 could ask to mdvise me
even on how 10 cook it, jusi a gory carcass lying in the mididle
o the floor of a room, m the house of the man who was the
minister cum chazin cwm shocher to the community. It was
terrifying? 1 just sbut my eyes, pointed u finger, and said, ™ Ell
have that.” Somehow we always managed 10 eal. Once, 1 got
sweethreads, and as usual, with no " Florence Creenberg b
gude me, 1 just had 1o guess what to do. 1 boiled them, and
eventually, when T iook off the lid to drain them, all thal remained
was o pan of muddy water full of bats!

We did however, have some wonderful sccompan menls,
which, if 1 had been ahle to cook, would have culminated i




Cordon Blen meals—glorious huge fresh capers and blueberriea
delivered daily, Most tmes we existed oo ihe scconipanimeis !

Thoe fruit was wonderful, too, but there was an acute shoirtage
of water on the island, and 50 Lo avaid persisient bouts of lummy
upseis, everylhing hiad 1o be soaked in o horrible waier sienilising
Muid, which ar dmes overshadowed the tasie of the frail. However,
itheie was no shorlage of sunshine or mosquitoes, Boili of wiliih
we endured continuouwsly, from May o Ociober, unul e weather

became cooler,

Like mosi women, us easch Pesach approaches, 1 begln
show afl the signs of an anxiety neurosiz. Will T be finished all
the cleaning and the washing of the Pesach pois and puns in time,
Az well as the bhuge pmount of cooking mvolved, 1o feed 4 louse
full of people? MNow [ think back, | dide’t worry one jor in those
davs. I only had 1o change over for the two of ws, and ihere was
so little available 10 buy for Pesach that 1 could not have over-
warked myself if I'd treed, The matzo we received came from
Tunisia, T was 50 hard that 1 am sore 8 must have been baked
of the sands of the desert. 1, who have the digestion of an ox,
really suffered affliction—from chronic indigestion. Each piece
wits grey, and T can only say had the look aml the wexiuge of
mterlaced paving siones. [t was virtually impossible 10 spread
with butter it just fell through the hoge holes, The only matzo
meal we had was by prinding ihese pieces of sculplure which
required the chisel of a Michaclangelo, Those eipht days seemed 10
s as lomg as the vears fhat our ancestars had wandered in the
wilderness.

As [ st in my comfortable seat m Shool on Yom Kippur, my
thoughts sometimes wander o the Yom Kippuor 1 spent in Malia
M) years mgo, | remember very little ahout it now, except the
terrific heat and how difficult T found it 10 keep awake in the
humidity, The speed of the davening, in order that the whole
congregation ¢could have a bréak between the Museal snd Mincha
services—whal o jov it was o po out and walk in the fresh air
along the horbour wall owiside the Shool. It scemed 10 revive
everybody and esch and evervone came back refreshed, with
renewed energy and vigour 10 daven for the remainder of the day,

Ay o the problems | encountered when 1 gave bicth 1w oa
son there—these would make another story.

We who live in close kni communities with oll the * amenities ©
of Judaism on our doorstep, shoukd give a thought, particularly
at this rime and season, to those scatiered small communities
like that one in Malia, who sirugele, no maiter what the ditficultios,
o keep their Faith, their religion and their identity. What betrer
example do we need this Rosh Hoshana?

JEAN H. CAPLAN.

Why AJEX.—In 19662

There may well be some of the Community who, oot of
ignorance or wishiul thinking, pose the question—what is the
point of the continued exisience of The Association of Jewish
Ex-fervicemen und Women 21 years afier ithe cessation of
hostilities, with political aoti-semitism in Briton ot a very low
by, ancd weth & welfare state 1o care for the disabled and their
dependants? 1 is my hope that the [ollowing paragraphs, which
i a8t of necessity be in the nature of a mere summary, will go some
way 10 belp readers of * The Brook ™ 1o undersiand why AJEX.
it of vilnl necessity 10 the Community 1oday, and why the spirit
of ALLE X, must continue 1o inspire the younger members of the
Community, whom we eammeilly pray will never have o be
ex-iervicemen Lhemsslves,

“JEX., through its Mational Headguariers, has 75 branches
i London and the Home Counties and 30 branches in England,
Wales, Scotlamd and Morthern Ireland, and in the Cclosest o-
operation with the Boanl of Deputies, mainiaing an unceasing
wilch upon The caemees of our Community, We recounise that
the forces of political extremism and anti-semilism are at presemnt
sl and in witer dispreay, bur we also know full well that mani-
festations of colour prejudice are but the scum at the top of the
poisosed well, and that prejudice is indivisible,. We are also fully
conscious of the dangers that lie in a contracting economy and
the way in which the frustrations of unemplovment lead the
frustrated to seek the nearest available scapegoal, Not only the
liistory of humdreds of years in the Diaspora, but the events of our
own bifeiime, have sorely taught ws the lale of a defenceles
minoridy al the hamds of agitators and moh orators who seek o
come o political power over Lhe bodies of their victims,

AJEX., then, by means of organised, dipgnified, disciplined
and responsible aclion, endeavours in a multioede of ways, to
secire the recognition of our oon-Tewish Tellow citizens, that the
Jewish  Community, while retaining the individuality which
follows from our adherence 1o our ancieni Faith, is peveriheless
a worthy part of the integrated general community, playing not
less than its fair share in discharging the responsibilities of
citizenship boith in pesce and war,

At national level, some indication of the regard in which
AJEX. is held by the community al large may be noted from Lhe
lise of Tnspecting Officers at the Jewish Mational Remembrance Ser-
vice and Parade held annually at the Cenotaph, This list includes
not cily Prince Philip, but also the greatest and most illustrious
names in recent British bistory, such as Montgomery, Alezander,




Alanbrooke, Mountbatien and mam.r others of similar renown.
In ths coming year, mol ouly will the Inspeciing Ofiicer be Marshal
of the B.AF, Lond Porcal, bue the guesi speaker ul the rewnion
will be M. Speaker (L, Horace Biag), the 7 orst commoner ol
the Land,” whose appearance at public functions iz traditionally
rare, bul who coasuders that the AJEX. reunion s of sufficient
significance and imporiance 1o justify this rare and sigonal honour,

At local level, AJEX. branches, by thewr close linlson wilh
Britishh Lemon branches, their readiness 1o be af 5:wir:_ln
wood | causes nominated by looal  muayors, thelir O EATRISALION
of volunieer groups 1o release hospil stall af Christimas, their
sponsoring of bloosd donor groups, end in & hundred different
ways, play their part in ensuring good relations between Jews and
ihew noo-Jewish neighbours. To ke an example tnear home, the
Hammersmith boanch of AJE X | knowing of the splendud work
done by the Stor amd Garter Homes ot Kichmond for disabled
gx-servicemen, through  the visis wigch ilie Branch Welfare
Oifficer payy 1o Jewssh disubled ar the Home, wias able 10 persuide
the Hammersmih Forough Counead et bali of the grocesds of
the Mayor's Annval Charity Ball should be carmarked for the
Star amd Garler Homes, This happy resull did nol come sbout
by wgcident, bur was the direct result of the high regard which
the borough has for your local branech, which bas for many years
po-operaled o civie welfare projects

In addition o s monilold tasks i the Oeld of aocer-growp
rebationships, AJEX, has umderioken heavy responsibilities on
behalf of disabled es-servicemen of the Jewish fnith, and their
dependants, in felds where wide and famentable paps exist in
ihe framework of the state wellore services, Tn the past 17 vears,
0 less than E45000 has been spent at Headiguariers on ik wellare
activities, apar from loacal branch welfare,  Special cfforts are
mads o ensure (hal the dizahied, whose numbers grow ax the
victims grow older, are able o celelwate the Fesovals in the
iraditional way, and thal everything possible is done i ease
the problems of the Tewish disabled in matters of howsing, educi.
tion of the children, ele, Srate insiiusions are able 0o die very
little For the chronically sick [or wimm there s oo cure [victims of
sclerosiz and similar conditions) aml A JLEX. does what it can
for make their remaining yoars as comforiable as possible. A JLE X,
does not regard such work as charity—we in A JEX, see in this
work the opporiumity amd the prvilege of repaying in some
micasure ihe sacrifices which these men (and women) hove made
i order that the rese of ws may Live in freedoo:

Mor iz AJEX, welfare work confined 10 Jewish dizabled,
Kationally and locally, annual oulings are areanged for disabled
of all Faiths, and bow nre these appreciated by those who are our
gucsts on these occasions |

5o long as funds permit, AJEX, wellare work will continue,
and thiz iz why local branches s continue o be slrong in

membership and in support, simee s chiefly from the branches
that weilare Tumds criginaie,

Finally, we realise that the slim and eager youth of 1939-
1945 are not so slion amd ool 5o voung in 1966, And this s why
we are secking, by associating vurselves with youth activilies and
by the formation of AJEX, Youth Auxiliaries, o ensure that the
spirit of AJE.X., embodied in the slogan * Service—not self,”
shall continus, and that in & world where youth is sometimes
considered Lo be apathetic, material amd self-secking. Jewish Youth
shall be g shining example of dedication o ihe highest ideals of
cocial - service,

Surely all this is worthwhile—and surely your locul branch
iHammersmith and [DMstoel branch of AJEX) 15 worthy of

NUUF SUPPOTL i i
O Fo Y AbS, Charan,
Hammersmith & District Branch.

HAMMERSMITH AND WEST KENSINGTON SYNAGOGUE
COMBINED CHARITIES COMMITTEE

At a meeting of the Combined Charities Committee held
recently, it was decided that domations be sent to the under-
mentioned charities:

Jewish Blind Society,

Eosher School Meals Service.

Jewish Welfare Board.

Mayor of Hammersmith’s Appeal Fund.

Home for Aped Jews.

London Jewish Hospital Amenities Fund.

Imstitute of Cancer Research.

Redmans Bead Talmud Torakh,

Jewish Home of Rest (5%, 12

Resident School for Jewish Deal Children,

Home and Hospital for Jewish Incurables,

Initiation Sociery,

The donations were duly sent and letters of thanks and
appreciation have been receved.

1t was also decided that a forther allocation from the Com-
bined Charities Fund be made a1 the earliest possible opportumnity.

H. SHARPE, Chalrman.
B. DAVIS, Treagsurer.
1. HALFIMN, Secrerary




NEW MEMBERS

The following new manbers have joined the Synagogue in the
last vear, and we extend o them & hearty welcome :—

Mizz H. Canter, Mr. & Mrs, B Les.

Mr. & Mrs. Foley-Comer, hirs, H. Blite

Mrs. D & Gerrarnd, Mr. & Mrs. L Yoffey,
Mr. L. Coen. Miss F. Yoffey.

Mrs, F. Bein, Mr. I E, Krantz.

Mizs C. Wail, Mr. & Mrs. M, Botchin.
Mizs B. Canter. Dr. & Mrs. D Lovell.
Mrs, M. Coen, Mr. & Mrs. W, Shacker.
Mres, I, Lang. Mr, & Mrs, D Romain.
M. & Mrs AL Lishoer. Mr. A Beth

Mr. & Mrs. A Nelson. Mr. & Mrs, A, Samzon.,

BMr, & Mrs. M. Kay.

WEDIDNGS

The following marriages were solemnised at this synagogue
during the course of the yeor.

Barry Swilney Glazer o Margarel Eliine Foximan.

Edgur Robin Asher to Estelle Montanjees.
Harry Jack Green to Jessie Levene,

BARMITZV AHS

The following boys celebrated their Barmitzvah ar  this
Sviiagogue during the course of the year i—

Anthony Godel. Crary Caine.
Malcolm Venin lan Tysh
Michael Kramiz, Steven Bond:.
Daved Evnine, David Franks.
Colin  Shorvon. Cilenn Hyems.,

To the above, and o all members ond their famities who had
celebrations during the year, we extend bearty congratulations.

Laughter

The Biblical narrative describing Isanc's birth, which we read
on ihe hrst day of Mew Year, w [ull of laoghier,

Abraham fell upon his face aod laughed, Sarah laughed
within herself, and long before he was born, the Divine message
came 1o e And thow shalt call his pame Yitchak," meaning,
e will Taugh,

idter he was born, Sarali susd, * G-d hath made lavghier for
wey everyone thal heareth will laugh on sccolnl of me”

Man o seemis o5 e Only mmmal thet laughs, Scae indeed
have thought il 1hey detected a smale on the face of their cals,
bt they aie probably mistaken, and i 5 cerlain, that 0o ompe
s ever seen @ cai, o gny animal other than human, overcome
by uncontrollabie serrment,

Lhoe fact 8 clear—Ilauglier 15 spontancons. If comes like a
fiash, revealing tnsuspecied aspects of persons and things,

[his spontaneity 15 & fundamental quality of laughter. Every-
ong knows how ditlicull i w 1o lnogh convincingly at a joke which
does not ot s sense of humour. He may produce an arificial
smile, which will pass muster, bul an artificial langh rings hollow.

Mothing betrays ws so surely as our laughter, It bubbles up
m us before we have time 1o reflect, and comes from the ths
within us, which are not normally under conscious control, You
can 1ell o man very often by what he laughs at. What he is, not
necessardy what he thinks, 5 revealed when the reins are looss,
and the hidden impulses and desires take charge.

Iere are many different occasions which excile mirth, Some
have deiecied in il an element of cruelty, bul to generalise would
be unduly cynical. There are times when we laugh at the minor
mistoriunes of oihers. There are others when we are inclined ta
make fun of persons and of their achievements, becuise we cannal
bear (o think they are beyond our comprehension. These are all
pardonable.

Lt is quite different when we are tempted 10 laugh at goodness
and inmocence, because we feel that they are a standing reproach
ik our own lives,

The laughter of an Abraham, of a Sarnh, is one thing, but
the densive lnughter of an Ishmael s another.

It 15 when we use our humour 1o devalue what is noble and
o reduce heroism and holiness o the level of the commonplace,
that we invoke the luughter of Saman—a laugher that is _ider,
envious and destructive,




NEW YEAR GREETINGS

Sincerest good wishes for the New Year are extended (o the
Ministers, the Honorary OfMicers, the Boavd of Managemsenl and 1o
sll Congregants, relutives and friends by :—

Br. and Mrs. M, A. Amias and Family, 38 Barons Kesp, W.14
Mr. and Mrs. I. Arrem and Family, 37, Ushridge Road, W, 13
Mr. and Mrs, H. Buyes and Family, 3, Eversfield Road, Kew.
Joy and Jeffery Hrand, T3, Barons Keep, W.14

Mrs. J. Caplan, 255, Latymer Court, W.5.

pdr. and Mrs. X, Colling, 20, Hamlet Court, W6

Mr. and Mrs, M. Cutler and Family, 28% Latymer Courd,
W.h,

Br. and Mrs. Bernard Davis, 18 Palice Mansions, 'W. 14,

Dr. and Mrs, L, Freeman  and Daoghier, 20, The Drive,
MWL

Dr, & Mrs. A. M. Filer, 1, Shepherds Bush Road, W.6,

Mr. & Mrs, H. Gelpsman & Faniily, 45, Caithoess Rd., W.14.
Mrs, A. Hart, 6, Argyll Muansions, W.14.

Dr. and Mz, F. Hodex and Faomily, 7, Cakwood Court, W._14.
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Levy, 212, Goldbawk Road, W.12.

Mr. and Mes, B, L, Parker and Fanuly, 86, Brook Green, Wb,
br. and Mrs, H, Sharpe, 6, Argyll Mansions, W.14.

Dr, and Mrs. E. Sommer and Farmily, 22, Chesterfleld Road,
Wi,

An Unusual Barmitzvah Party

They sal at a table aft on the mun deck, fourteen pirls and
intie boys witn the coptam in the middle. The pirls were in smar
but simple dresses, the hoys in a ™ eniform © of white shiris and
tark trousers, and they all had their own cakes before (hem—

iple chiocolate ones with Mazel-rov on 1op and one candle.

Thewr Barmiizvah or Baregizvah Simcha vwas on a formight's
critize on 8.8, Theodoe Herzl, in lien {presumahlty) of a hig family
pary. The bowvs had read Maftr and Hafrorah n their own
yonagopues Lefore sailing, and the giris had had o Bateriizvah
ceremany, They hwd prepared [ore the party on odd occasions
during the oritise, and finally they held it on the last clear day—erey
Shabbor belore the cruise ended on the Sunday moroing.

Five ship's siafl had bedecked the main-deck with bunting on
thie sprars, and fiowers on the 1able.

Al the passengers bad bBeen Invited and they crowded round,
thie who could woder the awning, ond the rest in the seorching
un. e parent only was allowed 10 sit in 8 row behind 1he
vildren, I{-.- comman consent, mother was that privileged person,
Al a given signal, the children filed down [rom the boats deck,
led by the ship's band,

Ax they sat down, the pholographers moved n, and a fine
isplay appearcd later on the ship’s notice board, Community
singing followed, and (hen the meviable specches.

The caplain addressed the company, and presented each
child with o certificate amd a copy of the book Yirael Chal to
mark the occasion, Several others spoke, and one of the girs
replicd. Two ol the girls rend poems of their own on the subject of
tepilod. They all tried to light the candle on their cakes, and
lwiled miserably in the sUff breeze, Then they trooped up 1o one of
the ship's mooms o cul their cokes and pieces circulaied round
the ship all thar evening.

I: was a slant on the Tsracl of today, a pleasant, and Easy
modern version of a well estiablished custom. t this cannot be
ihe last word, for customs are less important than people, and the
final judgmient must be; a nicer sel of voungsters one could not
wish lo see.

Basil J. Benzimira,




FORTHODMING ACTIVITIES

Under the auspices of the Council of Mimsters of the United
Synagopue, o further Comrse in Hebrew and General Jewish
bnowledge will be given by Rev. 5. Venii on Tharsday cvenings
commencing October 20tk ot 8.38 pm

The West London Fflonisl Socieiy announced that o Film
Show hos been armanged lor Teesday, (cetober 18th ot B30 pam.,
and a Brains Trust for Toesday, November 155 at #.30 pan,

The West London Young Fienist Socicly, m conjunciion with
West Side Hafinjan snd Central ¥.A5, hove pleasure in announcing
¢ Folk Singing Concert on Sunday, Sth Samacy, V9T, a0 the Royval
Festival Hall, Compere Dhavid Kossef, Tickets oo sale froa
Ls1 Cctober,

A series of Len Lectures on * Judaism and the Modern Man *
will be given by D, X, X, ‘!l'mrf., ity Principal of Jews" Collepe,
on Moaday evenings commensing IJ'?tI Oeiober. Fee for the whole
course 10s. (including refreshoments b

THE SUCCAH
willl be ready for decorating on
Monday and Tuesday, 26th and 2Tth Sepiember,
Giifts of Aowers, folage, wineg, eic., will be aratefully accepted,
also donations towards the purchase of cakes,

It will be greatly appreciated if members could send their gifts
on those days, between D am, and 1 pm,

DOfferings from all members of the Congregation will halp 1o
make the Succah celebrations worthy of this festival, and enmulate
the wonderful effont made last vear,
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F. J. GERTLER & Company Limited

Avan Tradisg Estate, Block L,
Avoonmers Boad, London, 'W.14
Tofephora :  &00 (424 Cablar:  Efpartler Londsn
Falggr-omer—dalangs  Efpersier, Londen, W14

Mr. F. J. GERTLER
wishes all his friends
a happy New Year

and well over the Fast
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Compliments of the Season
and Best Wishes for the New Year

from

Mr. & Mrs. JACK MITCHELL and Son

ok A R R
e e

5 KEMTOM COURT,
W4

B N R A e R a3 p
T S

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Coleman
serd

Compliments and Best Wishes for a Happy.
Prosperous and Peaceful New Year.

14 Abbatts Howse, 5t. Mary Abbotts Terrace, W.14

Mrs. E. F. Benzimra and Family

Extend their Compliments and Best Wishes
for a Happy New Year

*

50 LATIMER COURT, Wb
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wishes her son, J:;:ug.i'n‘er in-low, grondchildren, relatives,
members of the Hammersmith Friendship Club and
Ladies' Guild and members of the Notting Hill
Friendship Club o Happy and Peoceful New Year.

5§ S Jobma' Cooed,
NS

i . Bessie Apfel

Compliments of the Season
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Berkeley House, 10 Berkeley Road, 5.W.13

Best Wishes for the New Year

from

Mr. & Mrs. George Evnine and Family

%

Kengingtem, W.14
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With the Compliments of the Season
and Best Wishes for the coming Year

from

FIDELITY RADIO LTD.

(J. DICKMARN)

FIDELITY HOUSE, OLAF STREET, W.II

AND FAMILY

send

Best Wishes for the New Year

(Treetings and Besi Wishes
Sraim

%
:
|
:
:
Mr. & Mrs. JACK HALFIN %
|
Mr. & Mrs. JACK LEVY g

HAMD & FLOWER HOTEL
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DRCANISATIONS

th Synugogue Lodie® Guild. Meets first Tisday
evehing: In the month in the: Communal Hall, For
informuton Tel.; EMP 4938,

Western Aren Clovees Parends® Associntlon, Hon Be=c, @ Mrs,
5 Werhv, 45 TRanelagh Gardens Mansions, ~5W.6
Tel: REN 3731,

Hommersmbth Friendship Club. Mects every Wednesday in the
Communal Hall.  Chairman; M, H, M. Levy, 213
Goldhawk Road, W12, SHE 3276,

Hammiersmiih and THeiricd Wonsen's Fioniet Sachety, |
Hon, Sec: Mre L. R Longhorn. 24 Tinkenhaolt Mansiook,
Stemford Brook, W&, Telr RIV 8577,

Hammersmith, ﬁ'wp"mhhh & Cheleea Disirict

Rririch Jewsh, Enamiries of. Jenish Board of
Wolnorn Moase, Upper “'-ul'.ln':l Ploce, W.C.2

Hamenersmlily and Wesi Kensinefon Breech of the SNoreand
Tragl. Hon See: Wi ®. Lopghorn. 74 1 Inken-
halt Mansions, Stamford Brook, W6 Tel: BRIV B5S7T.

Hammorsmiih Hobonim Groop—

Gedrd Patilim—a-1 14 vears. mect Sundays al Hammerimith &
West Kensingion Synarcane.

Tsevet Par Kockhs—121-14% years. meet on Sundays at Shep-
heeds Bush, Follam & r.lls-!lrh:t SymRpogue.

West London Fionist Enciety. Enguiries o Hon, Sec. Misz B,
Longhorn, Tel; BRIV, 8577

West London Young Fiowist Society. Enquiries to Mr. David
Jacobs, M Ardinglen Rosd, Twickenham Tel:! POP 5273

West Side. Hofimjon, Enguirics 10 Erne, SHE ETH or Maorilyn
ACO, A0,

Tewish Lndds' Brignde—Mammersmith Coy. Al enguiries 1o
Bﬂg:dc sSecretury ¢ Waburn House, Upper Woburn Placg,
Tel,; ELIS. F148,

Agsnciation of Jewlsh Ex-Service Men and Women (Hammer-
writh amd THstrict Bramchl
Hnn, Sec.: Councillor Morman Mann, 61 Clifford Aveoue,
3".'?14 Tel: PRO 3049,

Hommersmith and West Kensington Syna Likrory. Hon,
Sec. amd Libraran : Miss K. Lon n, 24 Linkesboli
Muansioas, Wh: Tel: RIV B577.







