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MEMORIES OF OXFORD SYNAGOGUE

By K. R. 4. HART

‘< ovu should join the college
- ~on Wednesday, Octobe
8" Thus Mr. J. .
Powell, senior tutor of St. John's,
" in a letter to me-towards the end
~ of September, 1919. -1 did join the
" college on the date he mentioned,
going up as a freshman: and on
.the’ evening~of Friday, October 10,
1 made. thy way to Oxford Syna—
gogue
There, was at once somclhmg digni-
fied vet warm; Aaustere vel inviting.
about the stone Gothic porchway,
with its Hebrew inscription, '“Beth
Ha-knesset,” along a massive stone
slab which was then,'if memory serves,
wholly exposed and not. as shown in
the accompanying photograph, bricked
up to reveal only the Jetiers and their
immediate surround. .
“Rather surprisingly, 1 felt,
porchway opened on 1o a footpaih
leading not to a synagogue of any sort.
of conventional design or structure
but to what 1 had been a-l\yays taught
to call an "iron church.” Less sur-.
prisingly. I sooa held the building in
deep affection for its very unpreten-
tiousness, and had good reason to
believe that my fellow-members of the

‘uriiversity and congrcgants did like-

wise.

Most' of them were in fact
that Friday night.
.hers

there’
Of the senior mem-
of the university were present

only two, Ephraim Lipson, reader in’

economit history. and the Rev. H. M.
Segal (afterwards Rabbi Segal
Professor of Mishnaic Hebrew ai
- Jerusalem). The
present
demobilised chaplain, who, as the Rev.
Israel Brodie, was at Balliol ; the Rev.

M. S. Simmons. who had the great

distinction of being ™ letter perfect 7

in his final examination some two years.

later ; the brothers Leon and Cecil
Roth. both names, indeed. to conjure

‘with in Jewish -and secular learning

and culture ; Jacob lsaacs (now Pro-
fessor of Engllsh at Queen Mary Col-
lege, London) ; and Michael Siderski.
a Cambridge graduate of considerable
distinction in the Oriental Languages

tripas, and at this time engaged at

acli_ve service i}'l
India 10 resume his
.work as Cowley

. Lecturer in Rabbin-

. to synagogue could

the

. - Havdala

..that active partici-

. pation in the con-

- morning

-the c¢elebrants. was
and

undergraduates.
inciuded a young, recently

'ducted. either in

Oxford 1n  Assyriological s(udics,
which we earn him his B.Liu.

‘Indeed, a galaxy of talent was here:
but he who was for many of us the
brightest. light of all was not added
until the beginning of next term, when,
in January, 1920,

lhem and he mmdtd not at all ‘that
al least one or two of these had no
knowledge whatever of the subject.
His translations and expasitions were
invariably such as could appeal
directly and “siowply 10 the mow
untutored mind:

Those who came w0 lemue in the

Herbert Loewe
returned from

nic Hcbrew.

Shabbos  after- §
noon hospitality at.
the Loewe's was
one of the events

. of the week, which

no undergraduate
who went regularly

miss without giving
some degree of
offence. . To be
present when
Loewe made
was a
pleasure in itself
and stimulated at
jeast one of those
who heard him to

duct of Friday
night and Sabbath
services
that was felt so
desirable.

Foremost among’

M. S. Simmons,
already a graduate
of London Univer- |
sity and a minister
whose renderings ¥
ol‘ the Fnday even- |
ing service were
magnificent  and,
indeed. enabled me. by paying the
closest attention 1o his melodies week
by week. ultimately to take my turn

regularly at reading that service
myself.
‘Leon Roth, too, gencrous!y . con-

Merion. Talmudical study circles for
the benefit of all who liked to attend

Adler Sociely, i

his -own rooms at
" Fxeter or in Cecil- Roth’s rooms at

-.-w'

and one never left
- his study circle without a feclmg that -
. something had been gained.. :

- Oxfurd 1o .ondon uand back fwo or -

RSOk

synagogue (and, |n moet cases, 10 the

then was, ‘on
Friday night), mcluded Haham Dr.
Moses Gaster (al whose Jectures non-
Jewish dons were ofien preseni), the
late Chief Rabbi. Dr. Heriz, Dayan

Mendelsohn, the Rev. A. A. Green,
and Rabbi Dr. -Mattuck. - Claude
Montefiore. 100. came oOn one¢ occa-

sion. Observing. while he was Jec-

- batting an cvehd:

~

turing. studied sncers on the faces of
vouthful ditsapprovers of Liberal
Judaisn, he suddenl\ said, . without

"Yes. 1 know ali
difcuh. but when
up you'll understand

this sounds ver)
You're . grown
what 1 mean.

About three years afu:r l had gone
. down. and at.a Time when | was a
very

young barnwter. | used to see
poor L.oewe fairly dushing abowt Fleet
Street in the course of his work as
assistant eduor of the JEwisH Guan-
DIAN, edited by l.aurne Magnus,
work necesutated e traveiling from

three times a wech. and 1 remember
well that, much as he loved Oxford.
it was something of a relief 16 him
when, in the course of time. he
received an appointment al Cambridge,

“where he had been an undergraduate.

and wus able 10 gne up the arduous

- journalistic  work,

. the Vice-Chancelior.
of Pembroke. during which the syna-~

ewcape |

Libranan at Oxford.

“self.

Neubasver (.e-u-ln
At ltast one notable event, howerver,

"was to take place before that., In
1931 came the centenary of Neubauer,

who had in his time been Bodieyv's
It was made the
occasion of cclebrations  mostly
orgamsed and directied by Locwe him-
Thev included a pilgrimage 10
the site of the martyrdom of Haggai
the proscivte. a servior altended by
Holmes-Dudden

gogue was packed to capmenty and the
already burdened atmosphere was not
improved by a congregant's inadver-
tent)y  turming on the 1ap of a pas-
stove and cauang a  consaderable
and, finabh, & scholarly and
attractive  d.ssertation by Adolph
Buchier on Neubauer's hife and work.

This was the last but onc of my
visits to Oxford. during which 1 was
able to revive happy memories by
walking or driving past the svna-
gogue’'s old stone porchway. The very

Jlast was on June 25 of thik veur, when

a happy aflernoon and evening were
spent in the guadrangles and garden
of St. Jobn's, where something lLike

2,000 people celebrated the college's

quatercentenars,  The occasion still

left tsme for driving about Oxford:

and it. was while we did so that the

friend who was with me took the

photogruph thal prompted and accom-

pames these recollections.
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