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YAHRZEITS:
Friday 6th April lir. G. Cole Hisan A4
Tueaday 10th Aaril Mr., 5. Bloom Nisan 8
Sunday 15th April Mr, P, Winberg Hisan 13
Tueaday 17th April Mr, H, Seymour Himan 15
HMonday 23rd April Mr. M.B, Silverman Misan 21
Tusaday 24th April Mr, L.G. Gould Nisan 22
Saturday  28th April Mesarsz, 1. & I. Sacof Hisan 26
Honday joth April Hesdames Lazarua

- Sisters Hisan 28
Thursday 3rd May Mr, H.,Springer ;

Megdames Lazarus

Sisters Iyar 1,
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MR. S¥D DYSCH: e

Jennig Dysch. wishes to thank Rev Moddel for the wonderful
Services conducted, also Family and Friends, for their
overwhelming show of sympathy at the less of her beloved
husband, Syd. - : T

dk i Ak 3k AR

Pauline, Dauwghter of S3yd Dysch, Son in Law Joseph, and
Grandchildren, thanl: Rev, MHoddel, Relatives and Friends, for
their concern and sincere condolences at their very sad loss.
He will be sadly missed, and a gap will be left in our hearts,

HaeE

(From the Jewish Chronicle, Hareh 23rd),

lip, Solomon Dvach: % v e -

The Bristel Jewish Community was saddened by the death last
week of lir, Solomorn (Syd) Dysch, at the age of 65. He and
his wife, Jennie, had only recently celebratéed their Ruby
Wedding., A member of one of Bristol's oldeat and largest.
Jewish families, Mr. Dysch was one of four brothers and |
five sisters, five of whom are still living and serving the
community, For his servicea to the Congregation, Mr. Dysch
was made a life member of the Council , Ha was a long serving
membear of the Chevra Kadisha, a past Chairmen of, 6 the Polalk
branch of the British Legion and Ajex, and a leading figure
in J.P.A. and other local communal affairs, He is survived

by his widow and a daughter,
SHEIE
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Hany tributes to the late Syd Dysch have been made by
individuals and Comsunal bodies in the past weeks - all

of whom were deeply shocked at hig untimely death. As cone
of the Editors of the Recorder, it would bafall me, or one
of my colleagues, to write his Obitwary, coaveying to you,
the Members of the Community on wour behalf, ocur profound
regrets, and to wish Jennie and Pauline and the Family, Long
Life,

A an "honorary mémber! of the family, of some 25 years
standing, to whom Mr. Dysch was to me "Unele Syd" from the
firat day of joining, I find the formality of listing his
attributes very diffieunlt. I say "difficult" because Syd
never made a million, never became a "man of substance” in the
material sense, aspired toc high office, or left his mark

in the "halls of fame",,, but to know him was to love him,

I never heard an unkind word pass his lipa, his sense of
humour was a legend (he was the greatest teller of "shagey
dog" stories I ever knew) and could tell a story against
himgelf with equal enjoyment. 4s Padviser" to the family,
from whom opinions were always sought, he truly lived up

to his name of Solomon, giving down to earth '"judgements"

in the manner of the home-spun philosopher which endeared

him to me, It mattered not whether he had the gqualifications,
it always scémed to make good sepnse. A viait to Syd's ]
berber shop was alwavzs a tonic, No matter how "down" Syd
was, I always left chuckling, and a little relieved from the
carcs of the day. If we ever arguaed, it was always about.
paying for the haircut, I always loat., Syd, I'm going to
miss you, as will many others, not selemmly as now, during |
the days of mourning, but with thoughts of our many pleasurable
and amusing encounters, and affection tinged with sadness.
I'm glad that I knew you.

flat,
I

The Bristel Chevra Kidusha wish to express their deepest
gympathy to Jennie, Pazuline and Family at the sad loss of
Syd, A long serving neober of the Chevra, he will be sadly
missed, and long rencmbered.

Sam Hiranberg
President

ARk



e

SID DYSCH - A personal Tribute

When T heard late on the evening of Tueaday, 1ith March .
that Sid Dysch had disd, I experienced a feeling of overwhelming
epptiness - almost impogsible to desecribe - it was as if something
of ind=finable values had suddenly ceased to be. Then I

thought of Jennie and the bereaved family - but mostly cf

Jennie for whom the loss of 3id would be the bitterest blow,
When someone is seriously ill, his loved and loving ones will
thank God that each succseding day sees him still alive and
=till able to enjoy life - but, when he dies, leaving his
partner of forty years, along and desolabtsz, howsaver much the
pasging may have besn apticipated, the shock and the agony

are just as great. Jennie has our sympathy, but she also nesds
our help - the kind of help 3id would have given to another

in the same circumstances.

Strangely, my next thowghts were of Sid!'s great sense of humour
and hig zest and enthugizom for life, I thought of the many
socagions - coming out of Shool on You Tov, or after a Yahrzeit,
or perhaps before or after one of the many lleetings ha used

to atbend = he always had a story or we usad to laugh at -
soncthing which had hapgened in his shop, or some bit of
harmless amusement over sonething that had ccecurred in the
Comrunity. It is no exaggeration to say that Sid brought
supshina into the darlkest days. I didn't have the pleasurs

of Imowing him during the War years, but I have heard from
etheps of the way he could cheer up everyone when he cane

home on leave, but in spite of his great good humour he was

not just a joker. He wag cepable of great understanding and
had the gift of diplomacy in every one of the nany faceta of
comminity life, in which he took an zctive part. T am not
unmindful of the assistance he gave me personally, when some
years ago, I suddenly found =myself acting Fresident (because
the then holder of that office had gone to another town).

Sid gtepped into the bresch of Vice-President over the Yom Lovim,.
He would be the firgt 4o admit that it wacnl't an easy transition
for him, but as usual he performed the offiece with enthusiasm
and pood will., BSince his illness, we have misged Sid in our
deliberations, but at least we could and I am sure did, consult
him, when some advice or a special bit of diplomacy was needed.
low we no longer have even that pleasure - but we have his
exarple, With mere like himp - it is no pare platitude to say -
the world would be a very much better placs, 57 I say thank
God for Sid Dysch, may he rest in a well deserved peace,

SYDHEY CUINIEN,
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EDITORTIAL NHOTICES

We would like once nore o bring to the notice of contributors
that we ask for all natter to be in by the Z4th of the month

111 WRITIIIG. Hone of the Editors is capable of writing shorthand,
aad we will no longer be prepared to write down dictation over
the telephone.

In the last few montha we have had an enormous amount of
extraneous matter to be included in the envelops with the
Resorder, This entails =xtra work and postapge, end although

we sympathise with orpanisstions vhose only reaszon for existence
iz to do good works, we feel that in fubure, a donation -of

£1.00 must be included with sach reguesat for the use of our
Fraeilities, This will be handed to the young ladies who up to
now, have accepted =211 the extra work without a murour.

a4

COMMUNAL NOTICES -~ SOCIAL & PERSOHAL

0n the 2lat March, degpite a total blackout due to a blown
fuse, come three dozen stalwarts had 2 most cntertaining
evening.

We had a group end a2 Zeller and we did = series of Square
Dencez. Mot of us had never befeore attempted this, but as
the Caller so aptly pointed out "Who'ls bothsred about your
2iotaeh. 440 s sEnjoy yourselves", Which is what we did. The
Electricity Board camge and put in 2 new fusec, and we didn't
nead the heating anyway, although it was working - it wasn'!®
working half as hard- as we wera.

We havealt had so much fun in the Shool Hall since Rev. Hoddel
fell over the cable durisg a Film Show |

ost of us were more bresthless from lavghing than from our
efforts, and we can hardly wait to de it again....

= =
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PAS3OVER PROVISIONS:
Kays, 51, Millicent Street,
Cardiff,

R

BRISTOL ZIONIST SOCIETY

The Inaugural Meeting of the above Society will take place
on Sunday, 20th May. Cuest Speaker will be the Israeli
Congul Gepepral, Full details ip the MHay izsue of the
Recorder.

MR

EIGHT FCR SIGET

The next Heeting of the Group will be held on the Hth

April, (Sunday) at §.00.p.m. at the hore of Eve & Gerald Levy,
6, Ellesmere, Thornbury, Bristol. We have pot been teld

what form the evening will take,-but.to. bs prepared Ffor_
gurprises - why not coma and sec what happens.

44 AE
BIATHS &

Hazzeltov to Janiz & lartin Abrahams on the birth of their
Daughter, Lisa Jane, on the 'l4th March, 1073.

ARE 4 & koA ok o=

BULLDINIG SUB-COMMITTEE,/BUILCIIIG FUED

It iz some time since you have received a formal report of

the Committeels activitioes on your behalf, This doea not mean
that the Committee iz either inactive or reticent. It DOES

mean however, that funds are low, and that we are onable to
procead with any major werk, We will shortly embark on further
work in connection with the Communal Hall (Kr. Seymour's-Hall/
Wall/Floor Project), =znd 2 sum of money is still outatanding for
roof Turnerising, which haz to be carriesd out periodically.
Maintenance in general iz a day to day necessiby, but regretably,
sinca the initial iwpetuna of our Centenary Celebrations, our
Finaneial resources have almost dried up, leaving much worl to

ba done, and paintenznce of existing work neglected. We are
having to proceed with essential items,; involving safety and
gecurity, regardlesc, 't there are many items denanding
attention. We appeal for funds, az we consider it our oty to

do zo, but we also appeal for physical hels and expert knowledge
and adviece, FPuture labour charges for work carried out is likely
to be high.... are there any Members in the community who would
bz willing, and able to,....GLlaze a window,s..do a little decorating,
gome simple carpentry,...rod deades,...leep down weeds ebe. ete.?
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tharahy Erahllqg us to use our- limited.regources. for the
larger works and emergency contingencies. Thatever you have
te offar in time, nmaterisls, money or advice, please contact
any Committee lember..csses !

HAROLD SEYICIR ITAT SEITHE HENRY -SPRINGES
W3R

The Festival of Zassover commences on llonday, 16th April,
1995 in the evening, and terminates on Tuesday, 24th April,
198713.

ﬁIquHELE FCR THE SERVICES Ol ZASSOVER

Sunday, 15th April Search for Chametz at nightfall

Honday, léth Lpril CREV PESACH

Eating of Chametz is forbidden
after 10,05 a.m.

Fast of the First Born.

7epem, MINCHAH-MAARIV SERVICE

Tuesday, 17th April FINST DAY
D.li.a.m. [Horping Service
7« 00.pam. HIUCHAH MAARIV SERVICE

Wednesday, 18th April SECOND DAY
Q.l5.a.m. lorning Service

Friday, 20th April INTERKEDIATE SHABBAT
' Tal0, P o, TIH@HLH HMAARTIV SERVICE

Schabbat, 21st April Ja10.3.m,
g Horning Seprvice

Sunday, 22nd Asril EREV YOMTOV
FTeOlem,m,
MINCHAH IMAARIV SERVICE

Mondav, 23rd April SEVENTH DAY

9.15.a,m, Horning Service
7.00,p.m, IITCHAY MAARTV SERVICE

Tueaday, 24th April Last Day of Fesach
0.,15.8.m. HNHoraing Service
{TIZKOR)

The Feastival of Passover terminates on Tuesday, 24th April
at 9.15.p.0. :

4R
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MESSAGE FOR PASSOVER 1971/5733

ifter the long periocd of the dark and cold winter months, we
havs now entered the season of Spring, It is the time when

we are getting ready for the CHAG HA-AVIV Ghis Spring Featival
of Tassover. It is the Festival which briznge to our mind

that the great EXGDUS of the Jewish People from Egyptian
bondage is an event which happenad net ounly over three
thousand yvears ago but which occupies cur mind at this wvery
davy, as we are reciting it in our HAGGADAE when we ars sitting
round the Sedertable with the following words:-

WRTCTOL DOR VADOR CHMEVAY ADAM LIRTOT
ET ATZMO KIILU HU TATZA HIEIZRAYYINMA
fIn every gene;aﬁioﬁ oneé must look upen himsalf as if he
personally had come cut from Egypt"

The glittering Sedertable with all the apecifically traditional
dishes brings back to our memory what the Jewish Teople had-to -
suffer under the Hpyptian dictators and atirs our conscience
for those Jewish men, wcomen and children whe are now persacuted
by the Soviet Russirn authorities. The EZxcodus of Egypt

hes brought the freedom of three million Jews. It is this

idea of freedom which we have proclaimsd to the world that

each individual has the right to live according to the
fundamental principles of humanity and religion.

Thers is no other Festival in the Jewish Calendar than the
Sazzover with the Sedernishts celebration on.which we have the
opportunity to explain tc ocur children the meaning of our Jewish
tradition and the great miracles of our past and present hisbory.
It is this kind-of celsbratien which has brought joy and |
hazpiness Lo our Jewish hones.

By fulfilling our cbligaticns-as Jews, we hope_p,.G.. to. Lool
forward to the time when Jewish People all over the world

will be able to live in Froedom and to cclebrate this woncerful
Tapaover Festival in the Stete of Israel.

Let us hope that the approaching 25th Anniversary of Israclls
Independence Day will bring a final redemption to our- Jewish
People as we say it at the end of our Seder celebration, 7

WLYSHATAH WABA-AH SIRUSHALAYIM HABHU!TAHY

- (ERE S A

"lext wear in Jerusalen Hebuilth
With this Message, o our best wishes for a happy and pleasant
YOITOV to the Hon,Dfficers and all the members of the Bristol
Congregation.
WITH CHAG SAIETACH:
Rav, & Mre. loddel
spoMgan & Sidney
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BRISTOL JIILSH WOMEN1TE GUILL

Owing to unforeseen circumstances (which we all know), we
regret that. the Meeting arranged for the l4th March had to be
cancellad.

The next Heeting will take place on Honday evening, Y9th April,
at 77, Parry's Lane, Stolke Bishop. The Hostess will be
Mrs, Curwen.

Ce Sulank

Hon. Szeretary.
I

BRISTOL ¥.I.%,0, GROUP

A Coffee Morning was hald on Tuesday, 6th [farch in the
hone of Mras, 5. S3ilvermnan,

HabFAER

PURIH. LUNCHECN

¥any thanks to our hestesses, ¥Mrs. Burke, lra. Caplan and
lirs, Berkovitch, for the most enjoyable luncheon held at
¥ps. Burke!s_home on the 21st March. 4 total of £15.30. was
raigsad for the funds. Ur, I, Gilbert, of the Zionist
Federation, gave a most interesting tall, which made this
luncheon a most memorable occasion.

FUTURE HEETTHGS:

The next Meeting will be held on Tuesday, Ird April at 0.,00.p.m.
at the home of Mrs., €, Ornatein, 19, Highnam Close, Patchways
Bristol. '
SHEXLL TOZIAS
: Hon., Secrstary
E A

The Students Union Isreel Society invite 21l members of the
Community to a Film Show to be held in the Shool Hall on Sunday,
fth May next. The filz will be

"CAST A GIANT SHADOW™ : )
with Frank Sinatra, Hirl ZDouglas and YTul Srymaer,
The film ia of the Icrasl War of Independencs and should be
well worth seeing. :

EXTENTE
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BRISTOL TALITD TORAH

The team entered for the 15th International J,U.F. Puiz=
held st Cardiff on Junday, 25th March, conpisted of:-

Stephen and Devid Silverman
Barry Hushroer and Jonathan Dembo

They competed in the British Regional Finals and were only
defaated in the last round by Penyvlan Tesn: who were last
yearls runners-up in the Gritish Finals,

Uespite the fact that they were the voungest competitors,
they remained until the very last round and were defeated
by only a few marks. They scored 18 points this year as
ggainat 0 points last year. This is a2 very commendable
effort and deserves to be recorded,

e

PASSOVER GREETIHGS TQ SOVIET JEWS 2

Pleage send cards or letiers, on the Jewish Festival of
Fraedom, to the Soviet Jews listed below, that the Bristol
vampaign has been zllocated by London, Zost them HOW. and *
in addition send greetings to anvone you have adopted through
the Campaign. '

2

Zinaida Sonkina, Leningrad, Varshavskaya 77, kve3dl, T,S5.5.%.
Valery Fanov, Leningrad, loskovski per, {6, kv.183, U.5.5.%.
Solomon Rosen, Leningrad, ul. 4th, Sovietskaya 36, kv. 17, U.3.5.R.

Lena Selenkaya, Fritzewma, ul. Krasnaya 42, kv.10, Leningrad,
U.3.3.R.

Lilip Preizner, Leningrad ?=49, ul. Dlloshevogo 19, kv.23,U.3.5.M.

Gersh Hlebenar, Hukhemovich, Leningrad, 12 Linia, 135, kva.l,
UlElSl1¢

Hira Haminskaya, Hatanowna, Leningrad 196140, NWoveizmailovski,
Prl ?5] -R:I-‘F'! :_.'}} U-E.S.R.

Yuliz Fogilever, Isakovna, Leningrad, ul, Telmana, 360/11,
!{"i.". Eng, U‘S|EIRI

Bronig Veinger, Leningrad, pr.Malina 26, kv, 25, U.5.5.R,

Musia Yagwan, Khaimowvna, Leningrad OK 185, ul.Karbysheva Gy
kv, 80, U.,5.5.R.

Lev Poliakov, Leningrad, ilevaki Prospeikt, 76, kv. 40,U.5.5.2.

4 5p stamp goes air mail, Put your address on the back,
i G o
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FORTHCOMING SHOW TRIALS

Five men have be=en charged with "slandering the State" i.e.
wighing to leave the U.3.3.R. The charges are false., Shkolnik
faces death with a charge of "espionagel,

The fivaelacepsedy are:-

Izasc Shitolnil
Efim Bawvidovigh
Gedalia Fipnis
Grigory Goldshtein
Izai Geldshtelin

Az & matter of urgency, please send a letter of protest tor-

1, Mr. Smirnovsly, Soviet Ambagsador, 13, Kensington
Palace Gardens, 7.0,

i Hikolai Podgorny, Praesident of the Supreme
Soviet, Kremlin, Moscow

3 Re Rudenks, Zrokuratura 537, Fushkinskaya 154,
Moscow, U.3.5.R.

calling for the repatriation of these men and their families
to Israzl, azs a matter of legal right and eiwilised prectice.

OHLY BY ZXZATTOIG THIS KIND CF PRESSURE CAN WX

TOGETHER HZLF THE JEWS OF THE U,3,.53.R. SPARE
A FEW BHILLIIIGS AND AY HOUR OF YOUR TIME.

THAHK You,

MARTTIT SUGARMAN

A

YOU ARE INVITED TC A SHOWING CF THE FILM

] © MLET 1Y PEOPLE GoOM
O SUNDAY, 29TH APRIL AT §.P,L,
AT THE
STITAGOGUE HALL

Befreshments

AR
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Will Conmgrezants plezce note that during the month of
APRIL Friday evening services will commencs &% Fepeds
and thet from HAY onwards they will commence at 7.30.p.m.

A
LOTTENS
The liarch Lottery was won by lrs, H. Dermbs,

AR ESE

2K BlIO" by Karen Seynoun

A TIBZEEIE at the Ambassador in Bournemouth, T hadn " reslisoed
auite how entertaining thaot could be.

Twelve years had pacsed since our last vigit, 5So most of it
was new to me, 2 I couldn't remember much about my original
childhood impressions. Zxcept perhaps getbting sbtuck in the -
1ift (& traumatic swxmerignce for a 9 yeer old), and Hichelae,
then nearly 3, asking 3 fat, bejewelled lady why she wore
purpgle lipstick 7.

Dur Sirst meal on Friday evening set the scene for the rest
of our stay - it ssemsd zg though we were =abting the whole
wealend]

Our teble was in a geod socition (that iz, we had an excellent
view of evervbody walliting in), or at least we thought we wers
Favourably gitusted until the gentl n &t the next tablie

gtarted noisily leadicg everyene in VGrace After Heals! |

Aftor sating, we retired to the lounge for coffee. That was
when we had the best o=portunity to survey the scene,

Wallting past tables, I hesrd what appeared Go be one continuous
converaation: "She married oy brother-inlawles cousin...”

", ..everyone thought she'd marry the deatist, but..." "oy
husbandi!s in that line, btog." "I thought I Imew your Fface;

do you romeuber Abe Soldstein?M,

We didnt't sit there long, cavesdropping on these conversations
that we'd heard a hundred times before; we went for a walls
through town, '

On our roburn we were gacping for that late coffee. To my

amazement, everyone was sitbting just where they had been
when we left an hour and @ half beforel That was something I



=13

lesrnt to expect later ony just as, when we walked aleng the
beach on Sunday morning, the only peocple we saw sitting down
wera wearing HMogen Dovidzl

One wonders whet the staff thinl of it 211, I was convinced
that our weiter was Spanish; my father wasanlt sure about
nationolity, bubt was certain he was Jewish. Jo we ashed.
WPpoin Irag, 53it", he gaid in his strong (I-swear-it-was-
Spanigh) aceent. "Dubt youlre Jewish?", aslked Daddy. "Ch
no, Sir. Serry, S5ir, I'm Chriatian", Well, you canl't win
lem all,

Another member of staff who must have beon zrejudiced, but I
waan't sure in which direcbion, was a gentile gent whe asled
A e d-—n

e i GCB

Ye spoiled it all by maying, "Tou sec, I'n the hotells dancin
taxi." {I hadn't puessed). "I dance with all these widows,
divorcees and little leat girls'. (In which category was I 7).
NYou lnow, it's only the Jewish hotels that bother to employ
hesta",

S+411 he couldn't havs been complainingi after all, I can
thinl; of worae wavs of earning extra geldl

The only other staff member of whom I toolt much notice wao
the 1little old bartender in the lounge.

Due t2 alterations he had to serve from a malkeshift bar. AT
the end of each night, he would loeck his bottles away in
what appeared to be a filing cabinet and cover the 'bar!,
complete with glasses, in 2 white sheet. I still have a
mental picture of hin getting under that sheet too; I never
saw him anywhere other than safely tucited away behind his
ba.,

What did he think of thece peuplé who cnly l=ft the lounge to
go to the restaurant? ind for that matber, what do I think?

Am T thc same, or will I get like them? CFerhaps another wvisitv
in twelve years! time will give me the answar,

faren.

gk iEdEdt
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Hp, Phillips of Coventry has kindly coasented to allow ua
to print the story "He Who Listens", and regerves the
conyright in his naome, llore to come whern gpace permits.

The ZEditora,

HE WHO LISTENS by Henry rhillips

1T WAS strange, eniguabic, this sudden ernty uncontrollable
fealinz., It had bemun from hiz bowels and goresd.

Ee could not account for the nental picture of hin
aunt, Confused by her enlarged gountensnces, h2 searchad his
mind for an explanation, Why? His whole body had become
hollow.

Uneasily, his mind chased back over the barrier of
years, amazed at hiz own selfishnesas, of his thoughts! :
willingness to linger and indulge in the depths, by remembering
only the good things,., He willsed the search on. [His parento,

He remembered hin father - a Polizh Jew - worn ount
from the length of his working days, coming over to his
bedgide, pearing te sse if he was sleeping, then waking him
up. After 2 few minutes of play, he would ctart te recite
irn Yiddish nursery vhymes from his native land teo send his
child back to alesn, He would turn joyously to greet the
mother holding her genbly in his arms, teasing her and would,
to her embarrassment, tell everybody that entered their
hwihle home "Here — come - meet my heart, oy wife, Sarah,”

Mother, overawed by Father's affection in front of
his sunt, would utter n ccathing remari:, and secpetly thanl:
God for directing the Shadchen, who inbroduced this kind
1ittle man to her apd oot her sister. The Almighty had
blesged their arrangsd Shidack.

It happened in the Spring. The cleaniag and changing
of pots for Pesach had bepan. His father, an egg candler, 2
akill that had run through his family for many generatiors,
awnited the coming festivel, for Fesach is the time for eating
SESD -

Cheap eggo imporited by their thousands, from Polend
Czechoslovakia, Germeny snd China, His father working an
average of eighteen houra a day meticulously testing egg by
ege, checking crate after crate against his candlets flame

for clarity. He was peid by the conaignment.

llather cleaning, =nd then in the beat of Jewish
traditions, armed with her feather and candle, going around
the room gearching for bread, until she was completely
gatiafied her homz was now “esachdik. Truly happy with her



o -

clean shining home, che would sit down in her favourite chair to
await his Ffather's honscoming. Father Had been very busy,

there would be mons:r, She sang to hergelf a promise of the
Forthoofing Good Yomboov,

Always the morning after Boader cight, the first
morning of the festival; {ather would rise =arly; and go
ta Shul, as it was the duty of all first-bora sons of Jews,
cffering their divine and univeraal thanlao to our Saviour
for delivering us from boadage in the Land af Egypt.

It was this day, liother having praoparced and laid the
table for lunch, that she awaited her husband's return.
Spiritually uplifted, he entered, jubilantly proclaiming
TGood Yontov'", He shoutzd loudar, 5till his wife did not
appaar, e entered the living room ané saw her, as if ssleasm
in the firesfide chalr, He hegitated, knoowing how demanding
Peaach could be, There hizs beloved Sarah wasg, stealing a
littls zleep. He called her name softly at First, "Sarzhh.
He pantly shook her, to wake her up, Then he screamed Y3ARERT,
She wazs dead, She had had a2 stroke,

During the mourning prayers his aunt tried to comfort
hias father, telling hin she, like Sarak, prayed ‘regularly %o
God, and if and when the Almighty would decide to call her, it
would alzo be in the month of Nissan, as only the Lord's
most honoured devotzes are called to enter everlasting life
during Fesach. It was the Almighty!'s declaration teo the world,
Saral, like her, was a picus wonarn,

His aunt fussed over his father za he cried. As for
himself, it seemed an eternity, observicg pecple coming and
going, handing their gifts of food to his zunt. Aa they lefs
they would pat him cn the head, adding "Youlwve got to be a
brave hoy'". He could pot wnderstand their sadness,; but
accented this as the custom of a Shivah House.

Was this the fesling he was trying to identify? His
fluids were beginning to dry. "I must go on', he thought,

His Ffather, having refused te rouarry, begged his
Patriaprch to release him from the burden of threc ascore and
ten, had his wish granted, and died within six montha from
a broken heart. He was Fifty and was laid Sy the side of Lis
beloved 3arsah. :

He was nine, and an orphan. Me recalled that being
alone digturbed him, but he was too young to feel the full
weight of the misery that surrounded hiwo,

Hiz maiden aunt wes cbliged to take him in te her home.
3he waa a bitter, disillusioned woman, who cursed his father
for saddling her with a penniless orphan, and for not marrying
his wifals sister according to their custom,
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She toock vengerncs by beating him regularly, reaping
scne compensation from the changing celeoura of his skin. IHe
never whinmpered nor complained to ecutsiders, paying dearly
for his fathert's willed death,

Iz had heard gace again the anger in his aunt's wvoice,
but =till the reason, this overpowering numbness, eluded him.

He amiled, knowing this was not what he was searching
for, as he relived his alow vibrant anger wiile rummsEing
therough his aunt's wardrobe and chest of drawers. 3She hac
confiscated his parents! remaining possedsions, his legacy,
and tzunted him with the fact that now they were hers.

He found his motherls gtring of woodsn beads, with
which he had played iovingly. There, toc, was his fatherls
tin candle egg tester with its grubby stub of melted wax,.

He wiped the red hot tcar that ren past his nose, as he took
out his father's tullic and sidorim from the drawers. He
took off hisz shirt to wse ag a kit bag, and placed the
pretprieved treasures inte it, He was going., He had heard the
wind and seen the snow; he was going with little money and no
food, His aunt's meannéss kept the larder locked,

In the wardrobe he had come acroza the moth-eaten
jumper that had belonged to his father., ith a flourish he
alipaed it on, for warmth, and for a moment stood triumphant,
admiring his image in the snow-covered window. He had
methedieally checked the reom and had not overlooked anything.
Satisfiad with his preparations, as sdon as his aunt retired
to bed he would be off. The wind and the snow applauded hinm
as he ppened the window.

He waited. Hesripg his aunt's first snore, he slung
the bundle over his shoulder and stealthily stole out, talding
from hiz pocket = newspaper. His auat, sfraid of evil spirits,
which she beliewved roamed at night, secured all the doora and
windows, so, as he left, he had jammed the door with the
nevapeper to remain opsn all night.

Ha awore he wonld never roturn, A5 he made his way
towards the cemetery, the cold began te bite him. Hearing his
aunt!sa veice, as often she had related to him as she checked
and double=checked the leclked doora and windows: "When the
poasessors of the evil eyes were asleep, Saten would call and
their evil apirits would arise, as night demons, to do the
deviils bidding. And if, God forbid, you were accosted as
their vietim, you becamz a blabbering imbecile, or like them
forced to become a Dybuli., GOD FORBIDY,.

She would then reveal a large pisce of red ribbon on
tha inside of her dress, spit three times, the ritual for God's
rpataction. He fought to overcoma his izherent fear,
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Panicing, he Dagan to run, not nobiging the
blinding snow or the zutomatic rubbing of his hands, He
had & vision of his aunt being terrorised by the Devills
megsengers, an ice cold black swirling whirlpeol, freezing
its wictims, then suecking them up, and, like a sausage machine,
coughing out high pitched laughing, hysterical idiots
alternating with goblins with large wingsd clawing hands,
shrisking, squealing az they all congregated over his auntls
bed, and there at the front door he had wedged open, 3 large
floating Evil Bye coverad in icidies, ceatreollisr of the horrod,

He screamed ouwt aloud his need of God, pleading to the
King of the Universe teo halp him, Hallucinating, his blood
turning solid, he made hiz way along the nesarby snow-coversd
graves, stumbling, falling, until he finally readhed the
graveside,

He had been brought up in the belief of life after
deatlh, 2nd in his distraught mind, conjured up a childish
ritual, chanting his affirmation to God inr the only hebrew he
knew, the blessing for wine and bread, he czalled for his
parants! spirit, begging their forgiveness for having to laave
heaven to comfort him, His delirious mind rarblsd on,
blaming the God of hizs faorefathers For their desertion in
placing him, an innocent, in the hands of his cruel aunt,
demanded the Father of Abraham and Jacob to wreak supremc
justice, He had suffered, bared his starved zbused body, to
show the bruises, evidence of his aunt's inflicted hatred.

He had left the door open feor the Angel of D=ath.

3linded by snow, his body singing with pain; he
pleaded te the Lord to enter his sanctuary, expressing his
hopslessness, and a desire to rejoin his paronts.

He had no idsa how long he had besn there, first hs
atogd, then sat, now lay there saturating the ill-shaped
frozen mound with his teara. Demented by griaf he fell
aslezp, dreaming of himoalf entwined in hiz parents! angelic
embracas,

There had bean no money, ao headstone of remenbrance,
Who was to say if they had ever been alive?

The graveyard was overcrowded with peupers; only
the Almighty knew where his parents were burisd, The boy,
exhausted, slept unaware of the tragic dilicomma,

God did not wal:a the boy, let him slsep in tranguility,
allowing nobody to disturb him, covered him over in a heavy
blarket of white anow.
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. His aunt's next-door-neighbour, noticing the
doors and windows wers open, called in and found her dead,
her beody covered in snow, her face distortad by fear, God
had listenad.

He puzzled no more, He had crossed the barriers,
the reason of life., Hisz life cannot be sccounted for in 50
few years, but must be calculated in eternity of peace. ie
knew then they were both dead.

Two weeks pazsed before his body was discovered by an
old man who tended the grounds. He tool: off the boyla boots,

and lkeeping his belongings, prayed to God, For he who taketh,
alsa provides.

Eﬂd;
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