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BACKGROUND

This database includes a partial listing of Jewish Austro-Hungarian soldiers who were awarded medals for bravery or were awarded the Highest Citation in the battles against Italy and Prussia in 1866.  Dr. Joseph Samuel Bloch (1850-1923), was a publisher, journalist, politician and member of the Austrian parliament who was described as one of the most outspoken writers against the growing anti-semitism in Austro-Hungary. The Journal, which he authored and which included this list of distinguished soldiers, was founded to combat anti-semitism.  The intention of the list, published in 1910, may have been to show that Jews did military service at that time and exhibited heroism in doing so, possibly despite popular rumors to the contrary. (A similar compilation was made in Germany after the First World War by German Jewish soldiers who had served at the front.)
Two military campaigns were fought against Italy and Prussia in 1866. The two battles took place in Custozza in Northern Italy and Koeniggraetz in Bohemia (today’s Hradec Kralové in the Czech Republic).  The Austro-Hungarian Monarchy battled Prussia and Italy’s rising tide of Italian nationalism. Austro-Hungary lost both campaigns which resulted in losing areas in Northern Italy (Milan and Venice) to Italy and parts of Silesia to Prussia.

The Austro-Hungarian soldiers came from many of the territories of the Austro-Hungarian Republic: Bohemia, Galicia, Lower Austria, Hungary, Moravia, Transylvania and Austrian Silesia. Note that “Hungary” at the time also comprised territories that are now in Slovakia, Croatia, Romania and Austria (the state of Burgenland).  Together, these territories are now in modern Austria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Poland, Germany and the Ukraine.

The data lists four types of awards:  They are recorded as “golden medal for bravery”, the “silver medal first class for bravery”, the “silver medal second class for bravery” and “Highest Commendation”.   The recipient of a Bravery Medal was entitled to a lifelong pension, e.g. in 1914 the amount was 30 crowns for the Golden Bravery Medal, 15 Crowns for the Silver Bravery Medal 1st Class and 7.50 Crowns for the Silver Bravery Medal 2nd Class (Information quoted from http://www.austro-hungarian-army.co.uk/bravmed.htm).

All the data published in 1910 was extracted, but the headline says "Teilverzeichnis", i.e. "Partial Compilation". It is not clear though whether “partial” means that the compiler knew that he could not find all the Jewish soldiers or whether he selected certain names from all the names at his disposal.  Another possibility is that here may be an additional “partial” list of names published somewhere else at another time.  At this time, we are not aware of such a list.
DATABASE

This database includes 113 Jewish Austro-Hungarian soldiers who were awarded medals for bravery or were awarded the Highest Citation in the battles against Italy and Prussia in 1866. 

The fields of the database are as follows:

Surname

Given Name

Regiment
Year of Birth
Place of Birth

Date of Death
Citation Awarded

Military Rank
Comments

The following will assist the researcher with translations of terms in the database:

	REGIMENT

	Art. Reg.
	Artillery regiment

	Husar Reg.
	Heavy cavalry regiment

	Inf. Reg.
	Infantry regiment

	Jaeger Baon.
	Pioneer battalion

	Uhlan. Reg.
	Light cavalry regiment


	PLACE OF BIRTH

	Boehmen
	Bohemia

	Galizien
	Galicia

	Maehren
	Moravia

	Niederoesterreich
	Lower Austria

	Schlesien
	Austrian Silesia

	Siebenbuergen
	Transylvania

	Ungarn
	Hungary


	MILITARY RANK

	Feldwebel
	Infantry regiment - Sergeant

	Feuerwerker
	Artillery regiment - Ordnance specialist

	Gefreiter
	Lance corporal / Private first class

	Gemeiner
	Infantry regiment - Private

	Hornist
	Bugler

	Kadett
	Cadet

	Kadett-Feuerwerker
	Cadet - Ordnance specialist

	Kanonier
	Artillery regiment - Gunner

	Korporal
	Infantry regiment - Corporal

	Oberjaeger
	Jaeger battalion - Sergeant 

	Unterjaeger
	Jaeger battalion - Private

	Vormeister
	Artillery regiment - non-commissioned officer

	Wachtmeister
	Non-commissioned officer

	Zugsfuehrer
	Infantry regiment - Platoon Leader
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