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Professional Musicians of Jewish origin 

in Bessarabia

 East European Jewish music prior to 19th Century

 Opening of conservatory training to Jewish students in Europe

 Professional musical education in Bessarabia in 19th Century

 Organization of first private music schools in Bessarabia

 Opening of College of Secondary Music as a branch of Russian Musical 

Society (RMS) in Kishinev 

 First public concerts of students and teachers of music schools organized in 

Kishinev







 Jewish families and musical education

 Jews becoming a major wave of classical music professionals

 Musical education during Romanian period 1918-1940

 Opening of the Kishinev State Conservatory

 Passing the baton

Teachers of conservatory “Unirea” Kishinev State Conservatory



Iosif Daylis
 Iosif Lvovich Daylis - Violinist, conductor, 

and teacher 

 Born in 1893 in Kishinev

 Studied violin since 1902 at Russian Musical

Society with V.Salin, M. Serbulov, and I. Finkel

 1913 – 1917 Brussels Conservatory 

(class of C. Tompson) and 

Geneva Conservatory (class of H. Herman)

 1917 Graduated from Geneva Conservatory

with “Diploma of a Virtuoso”

 1918 Return to Kishinev



 1919 – 1926 Worked as violinist and conductor in Kishinev and Iasi 

 1926 – 1940 Concertmaster of the Bucharest Opera Orchestra

National Theater 

in Bucharest where Opera

performed till 1944



 1926 – 1940 Solo performances on radio, 

member of the string quartet

 1930 – 1940 Orchestra Symfonietta

 1930 – 1940 Professor at a private 

conservatory

Sergiu Comissiona and        

Aleksandr Daylis 

St. Paul, MN 1995



 1940 -1941 Kishinev State Conservatory

 1941 Daylis was evacuated to Sverdlovsk

 1941 -1940 Sverdlovsk Symphony orchestra

 1941 – 1944 Teacher at Sverdlovsk music 

school

 1944 Return to Kishinev

Daylis Family 1944
Handmade card from teachers

of Sverdlovsk  music school



 1944 – 1953 head of the string department in the Kishinev State Conservatory

 1946 – 1961 participated in chamber music concerts at the Philharmonic, the 

conservatory and on the radio

 1953 – 1968 professor at Kishinev State Conservatory

 1968 retired

 1984 passed away in Kishinev

Iosif Daylis with his former students

October 6, 1968



Isaac Bain
 Isaac Borisovich Bain - Romanian and 

Soviet conductor.

 Born in Kishinev in 1896

 Studied piano from 1904 with Klara Shlesinger

 Music and Drama Academy in Vienna 

1912-1915 with Paul de Kan

 First World War — at the front, shell-shocked.

 Concert pianist, conductor at private opera 

in Kishinev (1918-1924)

 Conductor of the Bucharest Opera House, 

organist of the Bucharest Choral Synagogue

1924 - 1940



Isaac Bain (second left)after performance at Bucharest Opera



Playbill of 

Bucharest Opera 

production
Bucharest Choral 

Synagogue



 1942 - Isaac Bain joined Stanislavsky Opera and Drama Studio as a conductor 
and later as a chief conductor

 1948 -1963 Conductor of the Stanislavsky and Nemirovich-Danchenko Moscow 
Academic Musical Theater. Multiple productions including:"The Beautiful Elena" 
by F. Offenbach, "The Stone Flower" by K. V. Molchanov (1950), "Bocaccio" by F. 
Zuppe (1957), "Tosca" by G. Puccinni (1959).

 1963 - one of the founders, and chief conductor of the People's Opera Theater 
at the Moscow House of Culture of Railway workers. In charge of many opera 
productions such as “Rigoletto” and “Otello” by G. Verdi, “The queen of 
Spades” by P. Tchaikovsky, “Pagliacci” by R. Leoncavallo

 Died in 1990 in Moscow

Stanislavsky and Nemirovich-Danchenko

Moscow Academic Musical Theater



Gita (Gitl) Strakhilevich

 Gita Strakhilevich was born in Kishinev in 1915

 Studied piano with Naum Isaakovich Vilik, 

a student of Leopold Auer.

 Graduated from the gymnasium (lyceum)

"Princesses Dadiani“ and Received her

bachelor’s  degree in 1934



 In 1934-1936 she studied at the Chisinau 

Conservatory "Unirea" with Antonina 

Mikhailovna Stadnitskaya

 1936-1940 — student at the Royal Academy

of Music and Dramatic Art in Bucharest, 

piano class of Florica Musicesku

 1938 participated in chamber music concert

as a partner to George Enescu.



 1940 – 41 soloist of the Kishinev Philharmonic 

 1941 - 44 performed at the fronts with the “Doina” ensemble

 1944 – 48 headed the music department of the Moldovan State Philharmonic

 From 1944 worked at the Kishinev Conservatory as an accompanist

 1953 – 81 soloist of the  Moldovan Radio and Television 

Broadcasting Committee, where she

led her own broadcast program

"At the piano Gita Strakhilevich“

 First interpreter of multiple works

written by contemporary Moldovan

composers Zlata Tkach, Gheorghe

Georgica, Vasile Zagorski, Pavel Rivilis,

Arkady Luxemburg, David Fedov

and others.

Moldovan State Philharmonic



 1967 Gita Strakhilevich received a title Honored Artist of the Moldavian SSR

 1995 awarded the Meritul Civic Medal 

 1996 awarded the Order of the Republic (Ordinul Republicii) of the 

Republic of Moldova

 Died in 2002 in Chisinau, Moldova



Garry Shirman

 Huna Aronovich Shirman was born 

in 1919 in Kishinev

 1925 - 1931 studied violin at the 

Kishinev Imperial Music College

 1932 – 1936 studied at the Kishinev

Conservatory "Uniria" in the class of

clarinet and in the class of violin 

with M. Pester



 1936 moved with his parents and sisters to Bucharest

 1936 – 1937 worked as a violinist in the orchestra of Peter Leshchenko and 

other swing groups

 1937 – 1939 performed as saxophone player at the restaurant "Vulturul

Negru“in Chernivtsi 

 1939 – 1940 played violin, clarinet, and saxopone in the restaurants 

"Pelican" and "Colorado“ in Bucharest

Orchestra at the restaurant 

"Vulturul Negru“in Chernivtsi

1937



 1940 returned to Kishinev

 1941 evacuated with his family to the city of Kokand in Uzbekistan

 1942 joined the Moldovan jazz music orchestra (“Moldgosjazz”) under the 

direction of Shiko Aranov

 1942 – 1944 with the orchestra performed on many fronts entertaining 

soldiers, sailors, and aviators. 

 1942 – 1944 “Moldgosjazz” gave concerts in many cities of Ural, Siberia, Far 

East, and Northern parts of Russia.

 1944 “Moldgosjazz” returned to Kishinev

 1948 “Moldgosjazz” orchestra was disbanded.

 1948 – 1953 student of the Kishinev State Conservatory, where he studied in 

the violin class of Professor Iosif Daylis.

 1953 -1954 performed as a violinist with the Moldovan State Symphony 

Orchestra conducted by B. Milutin, and T. Gurtovoy



 1956 Moldovan State Jazz Orchestra restored under the direction of Shiko

Aranov (later Bukuria orchestra)

 1956 – 1964 Garry Shirman worked as soloist and music director of the Bukuria

orchestra and in 1962-1964 he also led the orchestra. 

Shiko Aranov



 1964 - 1966 soloist of the pop Symphony Orchestra of the Radio Committee of 

Moldova under the direction of Shiko Aranov

 Since 1966 performed with different jazz and pop orchestras was the head of 

the pop orchestra of the Kishinev Polytechnic Institute

 1991 Garry Shirman emigrated to the USA 

and till his death in 2017 lived in 

Brooklyn, New York
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 Orchestra de Jazz "Bucuria" - Te salut, Chisinau! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E05-
8vWVy_o

 «Еврейское присутствие в истории, культуре и памяти Республики Молдова» 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjxilRP4HCU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E05-8vWVy_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjxilRP4HCU

