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Thanks:

The erection and the unveiling of the Civic Trust
Plaque on Sunday December 10th 2017 and the
production of this leaflet has been undertaken with
the help of many people.

We would particularly like to thank:

Richard Dante whose family connections with
Barnsley were the inspiration for the plaque.

His Honour lan Dobkin for supplying family
information

Councillor Jeff Ennis, His Worship the Mayor of
Barnsley

Rabbi Yonosan Golomb
Dan Jarvis MBE MP for Barnsley Central

Christopher Lee, Agent for the Owners of 82
Castlereagh Street

John Love, Barnsley Civic Trust
Dr David Memel for supplying family information

Harold Pollins for collating the Jewish Chronicle
entries for Barnsley

Judge Laurence Saffer

Malcolm Sender, Jewish Historical Society of
England, Leeds Branch

Phillip Spurr, Service Director Culture, Housing
and Regeneration, Barnsley Council

Roger Walton, Barnsley Civic Trust

The staff of Barnsley Archives & Local
Studies

For more information please conatct:
Nigel Grizzard

The Gatehouse

Mansion Gate

Leeds, LS7 4RF

E. ngrizzard@aol.com
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JEWISH HERITAGE

BARNSLEY SYNAGOGUE

This plaque was erected
to commemorate this house
being used as a Synagogue

for the Barnsley Jewish

Community from
1903 to 19486

The erection and the unveiling of the
Civic Trust Plaque

Sunday December 10th 2017
at 82 Castlereagh Street, Barnsley, S70 1BA
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Barnsley Jews:
Beginnings:

Barnsley had a small Jewish Community with a
synagogue at 82 Castlereagh Street that was in
use from 1903 -1946.

The blue plaque erected by the Barnsley Civic
Trust records the use of the building and the
involvement of Jews in Barnsley life.

The Jewish Chronicle reported on 12th June 1903,

“The Jewish families of Barnsley have formed
themselves into a congregation, and held a
minyan? for Pentecost. The officers of the New
Briggate Synagogue, Leeds, lent the Sepher2”.

A month later on 17th July 1903 the Jewish
Chronicle noted:

‘At a meeting of the congregation, held at 82
Castlereagh Street, the following officers were
elected: President, Mr B. Prosser: Treasurer, Mr.
M Glass: Secretary, Mr M. Fieldman: Auditors
the Rev.l. Dobkin and Mr A. Abelson: Committee,
Messrs Finkelstone, Smulawich, Cohen,
Berenstine, Diamond and Lewis”.

For its first years the small community perhaps at
most numbering 100 people had Reverend Israel
Dobkin as their Minister. Born in Russia in 1864 he
lived at 56 Doncaster Road in the town and as well
as being the Jewish Community’s Minister he was
a picture framer.

Another well known member was Max Krakauer3
born in Germany who opened a Jewellery Shop
in Barnsley at 3 Church Street. His goods were
highly prized and clocks and silver with the
‘Krakauer of Barnsley’ imprint are still found in
Yorkshire auctions. The Krakauers had a son

and a daughter. The four Barnsley Krakauer’s are
buried in the United Hebrew Congregation Jewish
Cemetery in Gildersome, Leeds.

Communal Life:

Through the years the Jewish Chronicle reports a
variety of aspects of Jewish life in Barnsley.

In 1905, Mr P Verbelofsky and family of 45
Shambles Street, Barnsley thanked Reverend
Dobkin, Messrs Ryder, Bernstein, Nelson and
Harris and also to the Barnsley congregation for
sympathy in their recent bereavement.

In 1913, Jacob Weichell Fisch otherwise known
as Jacob Fish, formerly of Warsaw but who had
lived for the last 20 years at Fishers Lodging
House, Doncaster Road, Barnsley had died and
the Guardians of the Barnsley Union were looking
for relatives who would hear something to their
advantage.

Mr and Mrs Pearl of Dodworth Road, Barnsley,
sent Jewish New Year Greetings in September
19184

Irving Leigh is appointed Honorary Dental Surgeon
to the Barnsley Beckett Hospital, March 1933.

Horace Goldin, an American Jewish Magician
makes many appearances in Barnsley. In 1935 he
comes to the town to present for the first time on
any stage his famous illusion of ‘cutting a woman
in half’ with a circular saw.

Barnsley helps Jewish Refugees:

With the rise of the Nazis in Germany, Barnsley
helps Jewish Refugees. From Kristallnachts

on the 9th and 10th November 1938 when the
situation becomes much more desperate for Jews,
refugees come to Barnsley.

One of the refugees was Berlin born chemist
Joachim Memel. He came to Barnsley to work for
CEAG, a company that developed lights for the
mining industry in 1939. He stayed in the town
until 1940 when he was interned on the Isle of
Man along with thousands of other German and
Austrian Jews.

In March 1939, Neville Laski KC, the head of the
Board of Deputies of British Jews in London,
Anglo-dewry’s Communal Lay Leader comes

to Barnsley to address a packed meeting at the
Hoyland Miner’s Welfare Hall on the subject of the
persecution of the Jews by the Nazis.

All over Barnsley, there are efforts to fundraise

for Earl Baldwin’s Fund for Jewish Refugees. The
Barnsley Chronicle in January 1939 reports how
after a Nativity Play at St John’s Church Barnsley a
collection was taken for Earl Baldwin’s Fund.

Post-War

In 1946, the Barnsley Jewish Community closed
its doors for the last time. Although there was no
synagogue Jews continued to live and work in the
town.

Many shop owners and market traders commuted
from Leeds and Sheffield.

Peter Wolff, a German Jewish refugee established
SR Gent, a clothing manufacturing company in
Barnsley that supplied Marks and Spencer and at
its height employed 4,500 people.

Now with renewed interest in the past there is a
need to comb the files of the Barnsley Chronicle to
write a full history of Barnsley and its Jews.

1 A quorum of ten men needed to hold services

2 A Parchment Scroll written in Hebrew comprising the first five
books of the Bible

3 The name Krakauer means a German Sausage and also one
who originally comes from Krakow in Poland

4 The Jewish Calendar is a lunar calendar and the Jewish New
Year is on Tishri 1st this falls in the months of September or
October.

5 Literally the night of the broken glass when synagogues,
Jewish shops and homes were attacked and thousands of
Jews imprisoned in Germany and Austria.



