New Strategies in German Jewish Research
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done by the Jewish museum in Veitshoechheim for its former Jewish residents. The Nazi Documentation Center in
Ulm has an extensive database of Jewish citizens of Ulm;
the records are constantly updated.
Other cities also support Jewish research. Christof Eberstadt, who was recently appointed commissioner for the old
Jewish Community of Erlangen, recently wrote to me, “At
the moment I collect every single bit of data I have in my
collection in an Excel file, which some day will be the basis
for an Internet platform about Erlangen Jews.”
How can one locate these individuals and organizations?
I Google the name of the town and the word “juedische,”
which brings up the pages of Alemannia Judaica, a series of
websites developed for former Jewish communities in
Germany. The bibliographies often identify local historians.
Additionally, colleagues who are listed in the Family Finder
on JewishGen, and those who post on the GerSIG discussion groups, may suggest names of local experts with whom
they have worked.
More than ten years ago, Arthur Obermayer established
the Obermayer German Jewish History Award. This honor
is given to five individuals each year in Berlin to bring international attention to their activities that “study, interpret
and reconstruct information about the Jewish life that flourished in Germany….” Recipients of the award are listed on
the website www.obermayer.us/award. More about the
award and the individuals who have been nominated is
available online or through Arthur Obermayer’s office, a
valuable resource for researchers.
Of course, the serious researcher will surely need to use
archives in Germany along the way. Even if research has
already been done on a family, one can’t always be sure
that it’s accurate or exhaustive, but it’s a good strategy to
first explore the many avenues leading to genealogists,
historians, family trees, DNA and websites that may al-
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ready be available.
An Illustrative Story
In closing, here is an illustrative story about the work of
local historians and how they helped me assist a friend find
more about her family. Her grandmother had committed
suicide only two months before the friend was born. The
grandmother had emigrated from Germany at the end of the
19th century and died shortly after World War II. My friend
was always puzzled and saddened that her grandmother had
timed her death so cruelly.
My friend knew little about her grandmother—not even
where in Germany she had lived, nor anything about the family history. After identifying the grandmother's hometown, we
sought to learn what resources were available and discovered a
recently published, lovingly-prepared book by Hanno Mueller,
Monica Kingreen and others about Jews from that area. The
two-volume set had extensive histories for each family.
We learned that just before deportations began from that
region in 1942, the grandmother’s cousins were found floating in the river that flowed through the town, and their father, whom the grandmother must have known as a child,
was dead from an overdose of pills, surely a fate they found
preferable to what otherwise would have awaited them.
Knowing the specifics of the situation gave clarity and context to her grandmother’s life and death, and provided solace as well. Could these stories have been found in an archive? Perhaps, but probably not like this.
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