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What We’ll Discuss Today

The Kremenets projects … a brief history

Creating town-based research groups 
under Belarus SIG

Some special projects you can initiate … 
even without language skills
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Kremenets District Research Group 
(KDRG)

 Concordance has more than 264,000 entries
 32,500 vital records for 11 towns from 1870-1939

 40,000 Russian census records for 21 towns from 1811-
1874

 10,500 names from 8 Yizkor Book indexes

 9,374 names from 2,460 passenger manifests for 
Kremenets, Shumsk & Vishnevets, 1892 thru 1924

 1,194 registration towns or areas

 580 researchers on our mailing list

 93 active contributors
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Create your Research Group

 Identify nearby towns & your district center

 Identify records/documents for acquisition

Who else is interested in ancestors for your town?

 Identify paid translators & solicit volunteers

 Create a JewishGen Kehilalinks website for your 
town

 Raise money to pay for record acquisition & 
translation

 Care for your members
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Build a Contact List

1. Get contacts from JGFF for your town

2. Post announcement to JewishGen Discussion Lists

3. Check Kehilalinks for your town

4. Check your SIG for a webpage for your town

5. Contact IGS, IGRA & Yad Vashem to find 
landsmanshaftn in Israel

6. Search Google for references to your towns

7. Use JewishGen Town Finder to find towns within 20-30 
miles of your town & repeat 1-6 for each town
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JGFF Search for Kremenets
http://www.jewishgen.org/jgff
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Subscribe to Discussion Lists
http://www.jewishgen.org/ListManager/members_add.asp
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What records are available for your towns?
Check these resources

 Belarus SIG webpage, “Our Towns – Our Projects” 
http://www.jewishgen.org/Belarus/tools/projects/towns/index.html

 Kehilalinks directory & Yizkor Book Translation Project

 FamilySearch.org catalog of microfilmed records

 CAHJP “Polish Sources at the Central Archives for the History of the 
Jewish People” (2004)

 Marilyn Robinson’s lists of resources on Russian language websites, 
http://yourjewishgem.blogspot.com/

 Yad Vashem (www.yadvashem.org)

 US Holocaust Memorial Museum (www.ushmm.org) 

 Ellis Island Database (EIDB, use gold form at www.stevemorse.org) 
For more resources, see http://tinyurl.com/Finding-Records, and, the 2 part EIDB 
Tutorial & data input template at http://tinyurl.com/Ukraine-SIG-InfoSheets>
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Kremenets Transliteration Aides
Surnames Image File

http://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Kremenets/web-pages/transliteration.html

http://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Kremenets/web-pages/transliteration.html
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Kremenets Transliteration Aides
Given Names Image File

http://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Kremenets/web-pages/transliteration.html

http://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Kremenets/web-pages/transliteration.html


Tutorial
Yizkor Book Indexing

8 August 2016 The Kremenets Project – Town-Based Research 11

http://www.jewishgen.org/ukraine/files/infosheets

Scroll down to Tutorials 

http://www.jewishgen.org/ukraine/files/infosheets


Missing Manifest Data
in the

Ellis Island Database
<http://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Kremenets/web-pages/eidb.html>

Ellis Island DB Fields

 Immigrant’s name

 Immigrant’s last residence

Manifest Fields

 Immigrant’s name

 Immigrant’s last residence

 Immigrant’s place of birth 
(sometimes)

 Closest Relative at Last Place 
of Residence ( Name, Town, 
Relationship)

 Person at Immigrant’s 
Destination (Name, Address 
and Relationship)
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How is this Information Useful?

Re-indexing the passenger manifests allows researchers to …

 Search passenger records by the additional data points 

 Use the new data to match a passenger record with a previously 
unknown family 

 Identify all passengers naming the same relative in the country 
of origin or the United States

 Identify how a family name was anglicized

 Match street addresses at the U.S. destination to addresses in 
U.S. Census records and City Directories

 Town-based extractions identify new destination towns to 
research for family names

13The Kremenets Project – Town-Based Research8 August 2016



Vishnevets Immigration
to the U.S.

2

26

6 11
3

12

36
25

49

14

44
32

13

36
27 22

173

134

7 8

18
9

9

19
0

0

19
0

1

19
0

2

19
0

3

19
0

4

19
0

5

19
0

6

19
0

7

19
0

8

19
0

9

19
10

19
11

19
12

19
13

19
14

19
2

0

19
2

1

19
2

2

19
2

3

# of Passengers

8 August 2016 The Kremenets Project – Town-Based Research 14



European Exit Ports
VishnevetsHamburg

(93)
Bremen

(34)

Rotterdam

(131)

Liverpool

(33)

Antwerp

(232)

Danzig

(114)
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Vishnevets - U.S. Destination Cities
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The Kremenets Project – Town-Based Research 168 August 2016



Passenger Manifest Re-Indexing
Connecting Families

 August 1908 – Eidel Yaninger (age 20) leaves her father Abram Yaninger in Shumsk. 
She travels with 3 Rosenberg children via Hamburg to NY & stays with her Uncle 
Henoch Rosenberg (426 E. 9th St.), leaving grandmother Malke Hechtman in 
Shumsk.

 December 1908 – Chaim Yaninger, age 20, leaves his father Abram Yaninger in 
Shumsk, and travels via Hamburg to NY. Stays with sister Eidel and his Uncle 
Henoch Rosenberg (426 E. 9th Street)

 November 1909 – Moishe Yaniger, age 17, leaves father Abram Yaninger in Shumsk, 
travels via Bremen to NY. Stays with sister Eidel Yaninger (now at 144 Houston St.)

 June 1910 - Rissel Yaninger, age 24, leaves father Abram Yaninger in Shumsk, 
travels via Rotterdam for NY. Stays with brother- in-law L. Cherwitz (83 Cannon 
St., NY)

 January 1911 – Abram Yaninger age 47, his wife Basie Yaninger age 46, & 16 year 
old son Kaufzie leave Shumsk via Rotterdam. They leave Abram’s brother Jossel in 
Shumsk. They stay with son Chaim (now living at 299 East 8th St., NY)
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Passenger Manifest Re-indexing 
Tutorial
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Susan Sobel and Ellen Garshick have 
created a detailed two-part Powerpoint 

tutorial plus a data input template
“Re-indexing Passenger manifests…” (2 parts)

”Ukraine SIG EIDB Re-indexing Template.xlsx”

Available on the Ukraine SIG website
http://www.jewishgen.org/ukraine/RES_Infosheets.asp



Russian Language Websites
http://yourjewishgem.blogspot.com/

 Marilyn Robinson identified more than 
1,000 data and document sets from Russian 
language websites. 

 Some of the information dates back to 
1810, some date to the early twentieth 
century and others to the period around 
World War II.

 Download, organize and classify these 
documents. 
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Russian Language Websites
Center for Genealogical Research

http://www.rosgenea.ru
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Biographical Name Lists

Шапиро Марк Давидович (1904,Беларусь---1937.12.05) еврей, 
житель: Беларусь. Арест: 1937 Осужд. 1937.11.16 тройка при УНКВД 
по ДС. Обв. контрреволюционная троцкистская деятельность Расстр. 
1937.12.05 Реаб. сентябрь 1956 [Книга памяти Магаданской обл.]

Google Translation

Shapiro Mark Davidovich (1904, Belarus --- 1937.12.05), a Jew, a 
resident of Belarus. Arrested, 1937. Convicted. 1937.11.16 at NKVD 
Troika of the DS. Associated with counterrevolutionary Trotskyist 
activity. Executed, 1937.12.05. Rehabilitated, September 1956 [Book of 
Memory of the Magadan region.]



Center for Genealogical Research (CGR)
rosgenea.ru
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http://j-roots.info/



Russian Language Websites
The Catalog as a Resource - 1
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Russian Language Websites
The Catalog as a Resource - 2
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Two Projects for the Future

 Analyze birth, marriage, & death patterns over 
time, by town and district
 No. of births, marriages, deaths by year & gender

 Age when married by year & gender

 Causes of death by year, gender & age group

 No. of deaths by age group and cause of death

 Create a series of town and district based 
family trees.
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Kremenets Births, 1870-1906
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Kremenets Deaths, 1870-1907
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Causes of Death, 1870 - 1872
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Kremenets Deaths, 1870-1872
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1870 - 1872 Deaths by Age Group
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Cause of Death and Age at Death, 1872
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