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We are looking for a web-based management system for the JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry (JOWBR) database.  This new management system, hereafter to be called the “JOWBR Management System”, or JMS, will allow a small number of Data Managers to add/modify/maintain the data in the JOWBR.

The JOWBR

The JOWBR system basically consists of two related tables:

· The Burial Table – contains one row for each burial.

· The Cemetery Table –  contains one row for each cemetery.

For details on the structure of these two tables, see the (now slightly outdated) original specification, at 

< http://www.jewishgen.org/projects/desc/CemeteryDatabase.txt >.  While some of the field details have changed over the past two years, the fundamental structure still applies.  The current public definition can be found at < http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Cemetery >, and the current unreleased end-user database prototype at < http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/JOWBR >.

Internally, the “Burial Table” is actually several separate DBF files, each with identical structure, one file for each country or region.  (This allows the burial data for one country/region to be shared with another “All Country” multi-database covering that country/region).

The JOWBR Management System (JMS)

The web-based management system should allow Data Managers to:

· Add data for a new cemetery 
· Modify data for an existing cemetery

· Get data reports about the Cemetery/Burial tables

The JMS should allow all functions to be accomplished via use of only web-based forms and FTP – no direct system access (via pcANYWHERE or similar product) should be required by the Data Managers.
The data online must be stored in Visual FoxPro format (.DBF files).  It is strongly recommended that our existing web tool, West Wind WebConnect < http://www.west-wind.com >, should be used so that we can take over the support and maintenance of these systems in future.

Add data for a new cemetery:

· Updates both the Cemetery Table (one row), and the Burial Table (many rows).

· Add a row to the Cemetery Table.  The Data Manager should be able to edit all Cemetery Table fields via a web-based form – see prototype at  http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Cemetery/CemInfoForm.html .  All fields should have data validation.  This step will create and assign a new unique “CemeteryID” field.  

· Upload an Excel file to a designated location, containing the burials within that cemetery.  This is the data for the Burial Table.  The file should be named to include the CemeteryID.  [Care will be required that people working simultaneously cannot overwrite work in progress.  Perhaps we need volunteers on a country-by-country basis, and each country should have its own unique data upload directory.]

· Append the data in the spreadsheet to the Burial Table DBF file for the specified country – in TEST mode. (it is likely that each country will have both a LIVE database and a TEST database).  CemeteryID info has to be added to each to each data record.  This will be easiest to do if the excel datafiles have already been processed to include that detail.

· Index / re-index the Burial Table. (this indexing will actually be done on the fly by ensuring that all index files are open during the append.  This will require PhDbase to be loaded).
· Move data from TEST mode to LIVE mode (“commit”), or delete/undo test data (“rollback”).  Actually once the TEST data has been tested and is acceptable then the data import can simply be repeated on the LIVE database.
Modify data for an existing cemetery:

· Updates both the Cemetery Table (one row), and the Burial Table (many rows).

· Need both “replace” and “append” features.  [Sometimes we receive additional data for a cemetery for which we already have data; other times, a complete replacement of existing data.]  This could perhaps be handled via separate “delete” and “extract” functions. I think separate DELETE and APPEND routines are probably best.  When data is deleted it will be sufficient to merely mark it for deletion and NOT pack the databases.

· Modify the existing row in the Cemetery Table.  Data Manager should be able to edit all Cemetery Table fields via a web-based form – see prototype at  http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Cemetery/CemInfoForm.html .  

· Same features as under “Add” above, for re-indexing, testing.

· Will need a REINDEX function for cases where the indexes become out-of-synch or corrupt. This should also do a PACK before reindexing to remove all old deleted records.  When packing/reindexing is taking place the main burial database for that country should be marked as being in TEST mode so that users can continue to use the online system without any file locking problems.

Get data reports about the Cemetery/Burial Tables:

· Display various reports:

· One row of Cemetery Table, showing all details.  See sample “Cemetery Info Page” mock-up at < http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Cemetery/CemInfoForm.html  >.

· All Cemeteries within a state/country, ordered hierarchically, etc.

· Cemeteries should be query-able via a variety of criteria: By CemeteryID, By JGFF Researcher Code #, By Cemetery Name, By City/State/Country, etc.   Exact spelling or partial text matches.

· If the query yields a single cemetery, display that cemetery’s “Cemetery Info Page”. 

· If the query yields multiple matches, display a table containing CemeteryId, Cemetery Name, City/State/Country and # of Burials.  Clicking on any row in the table will then display that cemetery’s “Cemetery Info Page”. 

· Calculate/display statistics – total # of cemeteries/burials per city/state/country, etc.

· Download the Cemetery Table to an Excel spreadsheet – either in its entirety, or selected portions (per country, etc.).  

· Note that there should not be a corresponding upload feature for the Cemetery Table --  all data modifications should be accomplished via the web interface; the online version is the master.

