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JHSCJ Board Member Lew Bloom Receives Belated Military Honors
Lewis Bloom, a longtime JHSCJ 
Board member, was honored earlier 
this year by the French government, 
which bestowed upon him the 
French Legion of Honor (Knight) 
for his work in that country dur-
ing World War Two. The decora-
tion was presented by the French 
Ambassador to the U.S., Francois 
Delattre and Guy Wildenstein, 
President of the American Society 
of the French Legion of Honor, 
in thanks for Lew’s contributions 
in WW-2 military intelligence. Lew and his wife, 
Ada, and their children attended the ceremony with 
about 30 other veterans on May 8 at the United 
States Military Academy at West Point, New York. 
 
         Prior to WW-2 there was not yet a formal active 
U.S. Army intelligence service branch, although a spe-
cialist school for the purpose was established at Camp 
Ritchie, Md. Lew was trained there in Order of Battle 
Analysis. He was then attached to the 28th Infantry 
Division in the European Theater of Operations (ETO) 
and served in Normandy and northern France after 

D-Day. Later, he worked with elements 
of the Free French Forces of the Interior 
in Paris (as he did in Normandy) and 
subsequently was attached to the 100th 
Infantry  Division in southern France and 
Alsace. In that assignment, he worked 
closely with the adjacent French Army.      
 
        When WW-2 ended, the records citing 
his work in the ETO were lost. Lew credits 
Ada with setting in motion the search for 
and formal recognition of his U.S. Army 
role shortly before his 90th birthday. It 

was only when Ada contacted Senator Robert Menen-
dez  that the effective wheels were set in motion and his 
records surfaced. He then received the long delayed U.S. 
Army Bronze Star Medal as well as the New Jersey Dis-
tinguished Service Medal. Two years later, Lew’s work 
with the French emerged to earn him recognition, and 
he was awarded the French Legion of Honor (Knight). 
 
        Lew lectures at Rutgers several times a year, where 
he contributes to the Rutgers Oral History Archives by 
sharing his WW-2 experiences with history majors.

Lew Bloom
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DON’T FORGET:

Make your tax-
deductible donation
to the JHSCJ before
December 31, 2012!!

“Lederer Torah.” It’s a moment I 
will never forget.”
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Permit No. 217
For your convenience, this form is for your tributes.

TO: Name: ______________________________________

 Address:_____________________________________

 _________________________________________

FROM: Name:______________________________________

 Address:_____________________________________

 _________________________________________

Enclosed: $__________ 

 In honor of: _____________________________________

 In memory  of: _______________________  Other: ________________

Major featured articles and events from this newsletter are available on our 
web site: www.jewishgen.org/jhscj approximately two weeks before it reaches you by mail.


