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By Myrna Siegel*   
    Most people find it difficult to understand my passion 
and pursuit of family history. But they occasionally admit 
that they too would like to know more about their ancestral 
family. When I told them that we were making a return 
visit to our ancestral towns in Lithuania and Belarus, their 
reaction was almost unanimous, “You were there ten years 
ago, why do you want to return; what more can you 
learn?” They obviously do not share the feeling of intrigue 
and mystique that my ancestral shtetl, Molchad, holds for 
me. 
    Let us turn the clock back ten years. In the summer of 
1995, after visiting a friend near death, my husband Shael 
told me that after Yom Kippur he wanted to go to his 
grandfather’s birth town, Wizna, Poland. We had often 
spoken of taking a trip to our ancestral towns in Lithuania, 
Poland and Belarus, and realized that waiting for the 
perfect time was not an option. We hurriedly made our 
plans and left six weeks later. 
    Molchad, Belarus is the ancestral town of both my 
parents, Dora Plofsky Brodsky and Sam Brodsky 
(Boretcky). Throughout the years I was told endearing 
stories of a town far away from my home in Chicago. My 
mother spoke of the store her parents had where they sold 
various food items; she and her family lived in the rear of 

the store. My grandmother Frieda was an exceptional cook 
and baker; my brother, sister and cousins still talk about 
her delicious “zemelach”. The priest who officiated in the 
church across the street from their store/home would 
always have my grandmother bake this delicious dessert to 
serve when he had guests.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Myrna and Shael Siegel in Molchad 
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Jewish Genealogical Society  
of Illinois 

P.O. Box 515 
Northbrook, IL 60065-0515 

 
JGSI Board of Directors: 
Co-Presidents: 
Harriet Rudnit and Michael Karsen 
Recording Secretary: Scott Meyer 
Treasurer: Michael Tarkoff 
Membership Chair and Past President: 
Judith R. Frazin 
Program Chair: Abrienne Schmelling 
Publicity Chair: Robin B. Seidenberg 
Hospitality Chair: Thelma Ross 
Event Chair: Gertrude Schachtman 
Librarian: Belle Holman 
Financial Officer: Joseph Ashman 
Webmaster: Max Plager 
 
Morasha 
Co-Editors: 
Rachel Jury and Mike Karsen 
Newsletter Design/Layout: 
Rachel Jury 
Contributing Editors: 
Jeanne Bloom, Estelle Elekman, Judy Frazin, Diane 
Hamernik, Belle Holman, Scott Meyer,  Harriet 
Rudnit, Abby Schmelling, Robin Seidenberg, Peter 
Sender, Myrna Siegel, and Roy Warshawsky  
Morasha Editorial Committee: 
Belle Holman, Beverly Katz, Sandy Pakin, Thelma 
Ross, Gert Schachtman, Robin Seidenberg, and 
Janette Woods 
Proofreaders: 
Sandy Imyak, Angus MacTavish and Robin 
Seidenbeg 
 
Morasha Editorial Policy 
JGSI welcomes articles for publication in 
Morasha which will help members further 
their research. The editorial Board reserves 
the right to accept or reject any material submitted 
and to edit those articles which are accepted. Articles 
must be submitted electronically to eliminate 
possibility of errors.  All articles appearing in this 
newsletter may be reprinted by other newsletters as 
long as proper attribution is given.   
 
Morasha (ISSN 1104-6737) is published quarterly 
with no charge to members. 
Annual Membership $25 
Canada US$27 
Foreign US$33 
Membership year beings July 1. 
 
Advertisements for services that will assist 
genealogical research are accepted 
Rates:  Pg Size  1 Issue     4 Issues 
          1/8    $10  $36 
          1/4    18    60 
          1/2    30    100      
          Full  50    160 
Send ads to  
JGSI 
P.0. Box 515 
Northbrook, IL 60065-0505 
 
JGSI is a not-for-profit, tax exempt, educational 
organization.  Advertisements that appear in Morasha 
are not necessarily endorsed by JGSI and JGSI bears 
no responsibility for the results. 

    As you can see, we are introducing a few new ideas with this issue of 
Morasha. We have tried to enlist as many JGSI members as possible to take 
on small roles. These roles include writing short articles or finding articles 
that would be suitable for Morasha. We have also reached out to all of the 
Jewish Genealogical Societies around the world to all exchange newsletters. 
We sent them all of them our last Morasha and, in turn, have received many 
of theirs in electronic form. We are building a group of readers to study these 
electronic newsletters to find suitable articles for our use. We have also built a 
partnership with the Chicago Genealogical Society, especially with its 
newsletter editor, Jeanne Bloom, who is a member of our chapter.  We will 
also be reaching into the JGSI archives to include articles from Search which 
was JGSI’s quarterly journal which was published between 1981 and 1991. 
These will be titled “The Best of Search”. 
    Finally, we have made many of our internet references clickable links. 
These should make it easier for you to use the newsletter as an online vehicle. 
In the future, we would like to reduce our printing/postage costs by members 
taking Morasha electronically (e-mail only). Please e-mail us at 
Morasha@jgsi.org if you’re ready to receive Morasha exclusively via e-mail. 
    If you would like to contribute to the publication of Morasha,  volunteer on 
a committee or have ideas you would like to share with us, please email us at 
Morasha@jgsi.org or call Mike Karsen at 847-803-4446. 
 
Thanks, Rachel & Mike 
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Where Once We Walked: A Guide to the Jewish 
Communities Destroyed in the Holocaust, by Gary 
Mokotoff, & Sallyann Amdur Sack, Avotaynu, Inc.; 
Teaneck, New Jersey: 1991  
 
Reviewed by Scott E. Meyer* 
    Finding the location of the town where Bubbe was born 
might seem like trying to find a needle in a haystack. 
However, the JGSI library holds a volume that make the 
effort seem more like a walk in the park. Where Once We 
Walked is a large, hard-cover volume which carries the 
subtitle A Guide to the Jewish Communities Destroyed in 
the Holocaust. In fact, it documents such towns in Central 
and Eastern Europe. Included are towns in Austria, 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Poland, Romania, Yugoslavia, and countries that 
constituted the Pale of Settlement (Belarus, Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Moldavia and Ukraine), along with their 
exact latitudes and longitudes, as well as direction and 
distance from the closest major city. Also included are pre-
Holocaust Jewish population figures and citations for any 
of forty books which may refer to the town. 
    This work lists more than 22,000 individual 
communities alphabetically by their current name, as well 
as more than 15,000 alternate names, including some 
representing Yiddish pronunciations. Also included are 
former names of communities, names of communities no 
longer in existence, and some variant spellings or 
synonyms of town names. 
    Just in case the names cannot be located in this section, 
the authors have included an additional section which 
phonetically lists towns using the Daitch-Mokotoff 
Soundex System. In the event that a town still eludes the 
researcher, the book provides strategies for finding 
obscure town names. 
    In its listing of over three dozen sources used to compile 
the book, you will find useful information about possible 
sources for your own genealogical investigations, such as 
Israel’s Central Archives for the History of the Jewish 
People. Flipping through the pages one can also see a few 
photographs illustrating various aspects of shtetl life. 
    So all told, one will find a select bibliography of atlases, 
gazetteers, maps and other sources; maps of Central and 
Eastern Europe before World War I, between the Wars, 
and today; an alphabetical listing of town names, and a list 
of soundexed town names. Be warned: in order to fit all 
the information into a useable sized volume, most of the 
type is small. 
    The authors state that the book is "intended to be a 
research tool rather than a scholarly work." Taking them at 

their word, I checked for each of my known ancestral 
towns. They were all easily located in both the 
alphabetical listing and the soundex index. Had I heard the 
names uttered in a strange dialect, and/or been given 
grossly misspelled names, my results might have been 
different. However, the authors have gone to great pains to 
prepare for almost any eventuality. Where Once We 
Walked is an impressive, well produced, comprehensive 
work that has helped countless researchers find 
information on the ancestral towns of their relatives. 
 
Our JGSI library now has the current revised edition 
(2002) expanded with additional entries, alternate names 
and updated spellings reflecting current conventions. 
 
Scott E. Meyer served as associate editor of the Jewish 
genealogical journal Search (1982-1992), is a past president 
and current recording secretary of the Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Illinois. He was co-editor of the Guides to 
Institutional Resources in the Encyclopedia of Jewish 
Genealogy, and served as consulting editor of A Translation 
Guide to 19th-Century Polish-Language Civil-Registration 
Documents, by Judith R. Frazin. In addition to teaching and 
lecturing on Jewish genealogy, Mr. Meyer has been involved in 
Jewish education as both teacher and administrator for over 
thirty years. 
 
* JGSI Member 
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By Roy Warshawsky* 
    While researching my paternal an-
cestors in the JGSI library several 
years ago, I found a copy of an inven-
tory of the graves in the Ohave 
Sholem Mariampole cemetery in Oak 
Woods Cemetery. Happily, I found 
my great grandparents’ graves listed. 
    This inventory had been painstak-
ingly compiled by Norman D. 
Schwartz, past president of the Chi-
cago Jewish Historical Society, and 
published in the fall of 1991. It listed 
only the decedent’s names and grave 
locations. In addition to the inventory, 
the book contained a typewritten de-
scription of the project, and hand-
drawn diagrams of the grave plots. 
    After seeing this publication, I vol-
unteered to redo the list in a more 
modern format with what I hoped 
would be easier to read type and lay-
out. The new list would also be in 
digital form to make dissemination 
easier. Several years passed because 
JGSI lost a permanent home for its 

library. Now that it is firmly estab-
lished in its new home, I renewed my 
offer. Mike Karsen sent me a photo-
copy of the pages and I began the job 
of copying the information to Micro-
soft Excel. It took about a week to en-
ter the data for the 1200 individuals 
and their grave locations. Soon after 

this, Mike gave me Norman 
Schwartz’s original card files with 
more information on each entry. The 
cards contained death dates, as well as 
some birth dates and relationships to 
other burials. I am now in the process 
of adding the additional data to the 
original list. 
    I was also given another set of card 
files (No good deed goes unpun-
ished!) listing the burials in another 
Jewish section of Oak Woods. This 
tripled the number of listed burials. 
After the information is entered, we 
plan to submit it to  JewishGen 
Online Worldwide Burial Registry 
(JOWBR) on www.JewishGen.org . 
We also plan to have the database 
searchable on our own website at 
www.JewishGen.org/JGSI. If you 
have any questions and would like us 
to lookup a burial for you, e-mail us 
at Oakwoods@jgsi.org.  
 
* JGSI Member 
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www.collectionscanada.ca  
This is a new database for  Canadian 
immigration records. 
 
www.familytreemagazine.com/ 
This website has free downloadable 
genealogy forms.   
 
http://home.ptd.net/~nikki/jewish.htm 
Jewish Genealogy Mine website has 
links for Jewish genealogy. 
 
www.jewishfamilyhistory.org/ 
This is the website for the Jewish Fam-
ily History Foundation.  
 
www.raogk.org/ 
Random acts of genealogical kindness 
is based upon people helping people.  
 
 
 
 

www.usgenweb.com/ 
The US GenWeb project offers a free 
genealogy and family history lookup 
source by a group of volunteers for ge-
nealogical research in every county 
and every state in the United States.  
 
http://www.obitcentral.com   
Obituary Central is an obituary data-
base for finding obituaries and per-
forming cemetery searches. 
 
www.americanjewisharchives.org 
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the 
American Jewish Archives provides 
Malcolm Stern's First American Jewish 
Families: 600 Genealogies, 1654-1988 
text online. 
  
http://ajcarchives.org/ 
American Jewish Committee Archives 
makes history instantly accessible on 
this website.   

www.schiffslisten.de 
This site has a database for the Bremen 
Passenger Lists 1920-1939. 
  
www.museumoffamilyhistory.com  
This website honors and preserves the 
memories of our Jewish ancestors for 
the present and future generations.  
IONS 
www.loc.gov/preserv/ 
This website covers many aspects of 
preservation from the Library of Con-
gress. 
 
Courtesy of MISHPOCHOLOGY, Jew-
ish Genealogical Society of Southwest 
Florida, Volume 12, Numbers 1-2 
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By Estelle Elekman* 
   Who are the people in this photo? What building is that? 
Is this a religious object? What does the Russian passport 
say? What is the title of this book? Can anyone translate 
the engravings on a tombstone shown in this picture? If 
you look at the women’s dresses, how would you date this 
scene?  

Our family had been trying to find the surname of our 
maternal great-grandfather for quite a while, without suc-
cess. Luckily, my sister remembered that we did have our 
grandmother’s Ketubah (marriage contract) which had 
been preserved, framed and hung on a family photo wall. 
And there it was – great-grandpa’s last name-clearly writ-
ten in Yiddish, as father of the bride. 
    We puzzled out the pronunciation of the letters, and 
could not come up with any last name that sounded right 
for a Jew from Latvia or the Jewish world in general. We 
asked several friends to help, came up with possibilities, 
but still needed assurance that our guesses were good ones. 
    At that point, I came upon ViewMate on the JewishGen 
website. Just recently introduced, this link offers a won-
derful way to share graphic information and get answers to 
many research questions.   
    Using a photo of the relevant Ketubah section, I high-
lighted the Yiddish surname, along with a request for a 
translation, and transmitted the document to the website. A 
day or two later, the photo appeared on the website. 
Within 12 hours, I received four responses and continued 
to hear from eager readers daily for the rest of the seven-

day posting time.  Researchers from coast to coast USA 
replied, as did one from British Columbia and another 
from Jerusalem. I even had responders, on their own, 
translating the rest of the document’s Hebrew text. What a 
generous, helpful lot! 
    To access ViewMate, sign onto JewishGen.org and go 
to the “Projects and Activities” section on the Home Page. 
Click on ViewMate, and follow paths to “Introduction to 
ViewMate,” and “To Post Your Documents to the Jewish-
Gen ViewMate Site.”  
    Don’t overlook the link to “Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQ) for ViewMate.”  There you will find out how to 
prepare your document, what to do if you don’t have a 
scanner, etc.  
    I invite you to visit the site, make use of this newest 
JewishGen tool and get your questions answered. If you 
can read this surname e-mail us at Morasha@jgsi.org !  
 
* JGSI Member 
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Effective January 29, 2007, the fees for purchasing 
genealogical birth, marriage, and death records as defined 
by Illinois law remain unchanged for requests without the 
state file number and the cost increased for requests with 
the state file number. 
 
 Birth—75 years and older 
With state file # $13.00 
Without state file #   $15.00 
Marriage—50 years and older  
With state file # $13.00 
Without state file #   $15.00 
Death—20 years and older  
With state file # $13.00 
Without state file #   $15.00 
 
From Newsletter of the Chicago Genealogical Society, 
May 2007 
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J.G.S.I. has a wonderful way for you to celebrate a sim-
cha. 
 
For a $25 donation to our society, you will receive a 
beautiful four generation family tree printed in color on 
heavy weight acid-free paper and suitable for framing. 
This is the perfect gift for welcoming a new baby, cele-
brating a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or confirmation, reaching that 
special birthday or anniversary, treating yourself to a me-
mento of family history, etc. 
 
Samples will be available for you to see at J.G.S.I. meet-
ings. For more information, write enews@jgsi.org. 

������  ���������		�
������
� �����#  ���������		�
������
�



�#��������(��������)
������  

by Jeanne Bloom* 
    On 12 July 1973 a fire at the Na-
tional Personnel Record Center 
(NPRC) destroyed between 16 and 18 
million Official Military Personnel 
Files. The files destroyed included 
almost 80 percent of the Army files 
for personnel discharged between 1 
November 1912 and 1 January 1960 
and 75 percent of the Air Force files 
for 25 September 1947 to 1 January 
1964. There were no duplicate copies 
of these files nor had microfilm cop-
ies been made of the files. 
    The NPRC must use alternate 
sources to reconstruct basic service 
information. It has a pending work-
load of 45,000 requests and receives 
approximately 4,000 requests per day. 
It may take may take up to 6 months 
or more to completely reconstruct a 
file. The average time is about 4.5 
weeks to complete. 

    There is an alterna-
tive approach. “Each 
county in the United 
States was required to 
record the honorable 
discharge of soldiers 
and sailors who served 
in World War I and 
World War II. Some 
discharges for the 
Civil War and Philip-
pine Insurrection are 

also on record, as well as some dis-
honorable and medical discharges.”1 
    Issued since 1 January 1950, the 
Defense Department Form 214 (DD 
form 214) is a document of the United 
States armed forces, issued by the De-
partment of Defense, upon a military 
service member’s separation or dis-
charge from the active duty military. 
Before 1 January 1950 similar forms 

were used by the military services. 
    The primary purpose of the Report 
of Separation is to verify military ser-
vice for benefits, retirement, employ-
ment, and membership in veterans’ 
organizations. The “DD form 214 is 
widely regarded as one of the most 
important documents in the military 
as it is a complete record of a service 
member’s time in the military, awards 
and medals, and other pertinent ser-
vice information such as promotions, 
combat service or overseas service, 
and Military Occupational Specialty 
identifiers.”2 
    The information contained in the 
DD form 214 can be very valuable for 
family historians. The form could in-
clude: home address at time of entry, 
birth date and place, occupation and 
employment before enlistment, mari-
tal status, and education. 
    In the state of Illinois before Janu-
ary 2004, DD form 214s were public 
records. This is no longer true. The 
Illinois General Assembly amended 
the Act. The new regulations provided 
that military discharge forms (DD 
form 214) were no longer a public re-
cord, were not subject to public in-
spection, and were now deemed con-
fidential. 
    A veteran, a dependent of a vet-
eran, or a family member of a de-
ceased veteran can obtain a copy of a 
DD form 214. One method, if you 
know the county that the DD-214 was 
originally filed in, is to request a certi-
fied copy from, depending on the 
county, the Recorder of Deeds or 
County Clerk. The fee of $1.25 must 
be paid in advance. 
    A request for the document can be 
made to the State of Illinois Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Affairs (P. O. Box 

19432; 833 South 
Spring Street; 
Springfield, IL 
62794-4161) or 
c a l l  F i l e s /
DD214's at 217-
782-4652. At the 
Chicago office 
the contact per-
son is John Nel-
son (312-814-
2462). 
    To make a request, you should have 
the veteran’s full name, date of birth, 
branch of military service, and ap-
proximate dates of military service. It 
is also helpful if you can provide the 
service number and/or Social Security 
Number. 
    One must prove a direct relation-
ship to the veteran by providing a 
copy of the veteran’s death certificate, 
the birth certificate of the individual 
making the request, and for a widow 
of the veteran, a marriage certificate. 
If you are not able to provide the nec-
essary vital records, the Department 
can obtain copies from County Clerks 
provided they were filed in Illinois, at 
no cost to you. Once the direct rela-
tionship is proved, the Department 
has the authority to provide a certified 
copy of the DD form 214. 
 
* JGSI Member 
 

 
For a complete list of sources used in 
this article, please e-mail the editors 
at Morasha@jgsi.org 
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1
 Loretto Dennis Szucs and Sandra Hargreaves Luebking, editors, The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy, third edition (Salt Lake City: Ancestry Publish-

ing, 2006), 521. 

2
 “DD Form 214”, online, Website, Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defense_Department_Form_214. 



(Continued from page 1) 

    It was from my paternal great 
uncles Nate and Sam Brodsky that I 
heard so many stories about the 
family’s flour mill. They told me that 
my great great grandfather Meir Arieh 
Boretcky built three flour mills for his 
three sons, Yakov Yoseph, Itsele and 
Moshe Aaron. In my travels to 
Molchad and from speaking to 
survivors, I have only been able to 
establish that there were two flour 
mills thus making the following story 
more plausible. Family stories tell that 
after Meir Arieh died my great 
grandfather Yakov Yoseph had a 
disagreement with his brother Moshe 
Aaron over the inheritance of the flour 
mill. My great grandfather left 
Molchad and accepted a position in 
the Caucuses (Tiblisi) for one-half 
year, teaching Hebrew and Talmud to 
the children of a wealthy land owner. 
In 1907 he, his second wife Tamara, 
and three of their eight children left 
Russia for the U.S. to join the rest of 
their family in Chicago, IL. My great 
uncles repeatedly told me that their 
father’s flour mill had a dated corner 
stone of 1866 with a symbol 
indicating that the building had fire 
insurance--the only building in 
Molchad to have this insurance. This 
fact is a very important part of the 
story. In 1995 when we saw the flour 
mill, there was, in fact, a corner stone 
with a date of 1866 on it, and a funny 
symbol under the date. In Minsk we 
met an architect and asked her about 
that symbol. She immediately verified 
that it meant the building was insured, 
confirming what my uncles had told 
me. 
    I dreamt that if I made a return trip 
it would be with a survivor from 
Molchad who could point out the 
homes and places of Jewish interest. I 
so wanted to walk the streets to 
recapture what had once been there. 
Imagination can only take you so far; 
I needed someone to share their own 

first hand experiences of this once 
living Jewish community (80% of the 
population of Molchad before 1941 
was Jewish). The few remaining 
survivors I have met carry bitter 
memories of the Nazis marching into 
their beloved shtetl and the mass 
killings. They also have horrendous 
animosity towards their non-Jewish 
neighbors who collaborated with the 
Nazis. When these survivors saw the 
video we took after our first trip, they 
told me that the only satisfaction they 
had is that the town and its current 
inhabitants have not moved into the 
21st century, and people live like 
typical Pale peasants. Ultimately I 
realized I would have to make my 
return trip without a survivor. 
  
To read the rest of this fascinating 
story, go to:  
www. jewishgen.org/Belarus/newsletter/Molchad2.htm 

 
 
* JGSI Member 
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The staff of the Newberry Library is 
developing an online map of Chicago 
that will allow people to indicate a 
location and then to obtain a listing of 
schools and churches within a five-
mile radius of the location. The map 
will also indicate where various 
records concerning the location are 
held. The Newberry Library is 
currently looking for people to help 
test the site. In the future, individuals 
will be able to contribute information 
to this project. Before contributions 
are posted to the map, they will be 
screened by the staff of the Newberry 
L i b r a r y  f o r  a c c u r a c y  a n d 
appropriateness.  If you would like to 
help with this project, email your 
interest to genealogy@newberry.
org.  
 
From Newsletter of the Chicago 
Genealogical Society, May 2007 

Street Scene Molchad 
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As my two year term as President/Co-President comes 

to an end, I thank all of our JGSI members for their 
support of our society and this year’s Board of Directors 
for their dedication and energies geared to moving JGSI 
forward. In our technologically driven world many people 
do not stop to realize the benefits of being a member of a 
group composed of people with a similar purpose. When 
researching our various families, many documents can be 
located online; however, many still have to be obtained by 
mail or by going to a specific facility to purchase a copy. 
Sometimes the source is more obscure, but frequently 
another genealogist has knowledge of that source. Brick 
walls are inevitable, and society membership gives one an 
avenue by which to overcome these problems.  

JGSI’s semi-annual Ask the Experts programs as well 
as monthly pre-meeting times afford members a chance to 
get answers from others who overcame similar problems. 
JGSI’s semi-annual Beginners’ Workshop, given by Past 
President and current Membership VP, Judy Frazin, helps 
our newcomers get started as Judy explains strategies she 
used to track down her relatives in the Chicago area. 
Because Judy’s presentation focus is a how you can do 
your research, it is appropriate for both the experienced 
and inexperienced researcher. I was lucky enough to locate 
my maternal grandmother’s town in Lithuania after 
listening to Judy’s remarks for the third or fourth time. It is 
not unusual to hear suggestions more than once in order 
for them to register as an action appropriate for ourselves.  

Other main 2006-07 programs contributed to our 
background knowledge about people we should know in 
Chicago, lost synagogues as well as existing cemeteries in 
the Chicago area, research facilities, DNA possibilities, 
obscure indices, writing our family histories, and personal 
stories of the Holocaust survivors. This was the second 
year for our thirty minute pre-program mini-workshops, 

which helped members get answers 
to problems as well as get short documents translated, and 
learn about other genealogical topics. Frequently, 
members and guests, individually and in small groups, 
were helped to find research related answers as our 
librarian, Belle Holman, and I directed them to books in 
our JGSI library or showed them relevant internet sites on 
my laptop. JGSI Board Members are always ready to help 
our members solve their genealogical problems. 

As many of you know, the IAJGS Annual Convention 
will take place in Chicago August 17-22, 2008; JGSI and 
Illiana have small supporting roles. Judy Frazin and I are 
co-chairing the JGSI Hospitality Room Committee. We 
have a small cadre of people who are helping us with 
beginning research tasks; if you want to become part of 
th is  select  group, p lease emai l  us at 
jgsi_chicago2008@yahoo.com. In January, 2008 we will 
need commitments from other volunteers, who will help us 
staff the room during the Sunday through Friday 
convention; you can always contact Judy and me at our 
jgsi_chicago2008@yahoo.com mailbox. Attending one of 
these conventions is an awesome experience.  You meet 
genealogists from around the world and hear speakers 
knowledgeable on a variety of topics. The 2008 focus will 
be research in the Midwest according to IAJGS President, 
Anne Feder Lee.  

I wish those of you who are attending the IAJGS July, 
‘07 Annual Convention in Salt Lake City a safe and 
fruitful trip. Those of us who attended a previous 
convention in Utah know the joys of having the many LDS 
films at our fingertips. 

I hope to see you at our Annual Meeting on June 24th! 
 

Harriet 
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If you have not already received a membership renewal letter, you should receive it 
soon.  Our dues remain $25, and we would appreciate it if you send a check to JGSI,  
fill out the information card and complete the membership survey form which will help us to 
plan meaningful future programs.  The check, the card and the survey can all be returned to 
JGSI in the envelope provided. 

                                             
                                            PLEASE RETURN THE ABOVE ITEMS TO US BY JULY 25, 2007.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!  
Judith R. Frazin, 
Membership Vice President 
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The JGSI is in charge of the 
Hospitality Room, and we need 
volunteers to gather up-to-date 
information about various 
topics in preparation for the 
convention. 
 
Specifically, we need 
information about: 
-local transportation     
-research sites 
-restaurants                   
-tours 
-shopping                      
-drug stores 
-synagogues                 
-freebies re: genealogy and/or 
Chicago memorabilia 
 
Most of this information can be 
acquired at home via the 
telephone and/or the internet. 
 
If you have not already 
volunteered, please email us at 
the address below and tell us in 
order of preference the 3 topics 
you would be willing to 
research. 
 
Thank you in advance for 
helping the JGSI to make the 
Chicago 2008 convention a 
memorable event. 
         
Judy Frazin and Harriet Rudnit 
2008 Hospitality Co-Chairmen 
jgsi_chicago2008@yahoo.com 

By Diane Hamernik*    
 
July 15-July 20, 2007 
IAJGS International Conference on 
Jewish Genealogy 
Location:  Salt Lake City, Utah 
Hosted by the International Association 
of Jewish Genealogical Societies, this 
year’s premiere Jewish genealogy event 
includes such highlights as networking 
with international researchers and experts, 
a film festival, breakfasts with experts, 
computer training workshops, special 
photographic exhibits, resource room, 
special interest groups, extensive 
resources of the Family History Library, 
vendor room, tours and more.   
More info:  www.slc2007.org 
 
July 21, 2007 - Saturday 
CAGG-NI 
Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of 
Northern Illinois 
Schaumburg Township District Library  
130 S. Roselle Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 
Family Search™ Changes 
Presented by Everett Butler 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni/ 
 
July 21-28, 2007 - Saturday 
60 Minutes to Better Genealogy 
The Newberry Library 
60 West Walton Street 
Chicago, IL   
Saturdays 9:00am to 4:30pm 
Tuition: 9 one-hour sessions, $15 per 
session; $110 for both days; $50 for July 
21; $55 for July 28/Friends: $12 per 
session; $100 for both days; $45 for July 
21; $50 for July 28 
www.newberry.org 
 
August 14, 2007 Tuesday 
Schaumburg Township District Library 
Genealogy Group Meeting 
130 S. Roselle Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 
7:30pm 

Room opens at 7:00pm 
Genealogist Introduction to WorldCat 
Presented by Sarah Kirby 
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390 
 
August 15– August 18, 2007 
FGS/ACPL Conference 2007 
Federation of Genealogical Societies 
Grand Wayne Center 
Ft. Wayne, IN 
A Meeting at the Crossroads of America  
www.fgsconference.org/ 
email:  fgs-office@fgs.org 
 
August 18, 2007 – Saturday 
CAGG-NI 
Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of 
Northern Illinois 
Schaumburg Township District Library  
130 S. Roselle Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 
Protecting You and Your PC from Online 
Threats 
Presented by Gerry Czadowski 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni/ 
 
September 8, 2007-Saturday 
Schaumburg Township District Library  
130 S. Roselle Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 
The Master Genealogist SIG 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni/ 
 
 
September 15, 2007 – Saturday 
CAGG-NI 
Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of 
Northern Illinois 
Schaumburg Township District Library  
130 S. Roselle Road 
Schaumburg, IL  60193 
Finding Your Immigrant Ancestors’ 
Arrival Records Online 
Presented by Mike Karsen 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilcaggni/ 
 
 
* JGSI Member 
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By Scott E. Meyer* 
JGSI Recording Secretary 
    Until recently, the JGSI board labored behind the 
scenes to make sure that our society was of value to our 
members. With this column, we hope to make members 
aware of the topics discussed so that the inner workings of 
the society are less mysterious to non-board members. 
Much has been presented and debated by the board since 
the first of the year: 
    JGSI officers’ elections occur every two years, and will 
occur again this coming June.  After the formation of the 
nominating committee, the board discussed communicat-
ing election-related information to our members. This was 
properly disseminated to the membership. 
    We appointed an audit committee for the annual audit.  
It was agreed that we update the JGSI listing in the Ency-
clopedia of Associations. Co-president Harriet Rudnit in-
formed the board that we had recently received an update 
to the index of the LDS Library’s holdings related to Jew-
ish interests, which is now available at our general meet-
ings. 
    The JGSI contract with Temple Beth Israel (TBI) ex-
tends to September 30 of this year, and the board dis-
cussed our ongoing needs. Negotiations are underway be-
tween TBI and the JGSI to renew our contract for meeting 

and library space for two more years. 
    This year we also updated our bylaws to meet the cur-
rent and future needs of the JGSI. We discussed possible 
ways that new JGSI members could be recognized at gen-
eral meetings; board members made suggestions which 
may be implemented in the future. The board explored the 
larger issue of JGSI goals including increasing member-
ship, fundraising, controlling purchases, and balancing our 
budget.  We also considered ways of increasing atten-
dance at meetings, creating more genealogical databases, 
and developing/promoting a speakers bureau.  Further 
goals are growing a volunteer base to staff the hospitality 
suite at the 2008 international conference in Chicago, and 
continuing to explore and develop new processes for pro-
duction of Morasha, including electronic delivery of the 
publication. 
    I’m sure you will agree that these were productive 
months for the JGSI board. We look forward to imple-
menting many of the ideas already discussed. If you have 
any suggestions, please bring them to the attention of any 
current board member so that they can be considered. 
Thus, you can help make the JGSI a more effective part of 
our members’ lives.  
 
* JGSI Member 
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MARK  YOUR CALENDAR - 
  STEVE MORSE 

IS RETURNING TO JGSI! 
 

 

  SAVE THE DATE : 
 

                                       Sunday, September 30th 
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by Diane Hamernik* 
    The Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County, (Chicago, IL) 
received a grant of $141,001 to microfilm and index over 400,000 Declarations 
of Intention (791 volumes) from 1906-1929. The declarations were the first 
papers to be filed by individuals who wished to become citizens. To date, 
approximately 24,000 declarations have been indexed.  If you are interested in 
volunteering for this project, please call Phil Costello at 312-603-6601 or 
Jeanie Childes at 312-603-6628. 
 
* JGSI Member 

By Abby Schmelling* 
JGSI Program Chair 
Sunday, January 28th at TBI 
Our mini-workshop was the video 
“Romance of a People, 100 Years of 
Jewish History in Chicago 1833-
1933”. It is also available at some local 
libraries. 
 
Jeanne Larzalere Bloom presented 
“Unpolished Gems:  The Cook County, 
Illinois Irregular Indexes”. These non-
property records that Jeanne found are 
ante-fire indexes that include pre-1916 
birth and death affidavits, changes of 
surnames, out-of state wills and pro-
bates.  They are a real treasure chest 
for the Chicago area genealogist.  
Jeanne is a full-time professional re-
searcher specializing in Chicago and 
Cook County, and is a member of the 
JGSI. 
 
Sunday, February 25 at TBI 
For our mini-workshop, Yiddish/
English translator Anita Turtletaub was 
available to translate small items that 
members brought.  For longer docu-
ment translations, she can be reached 
at 847-675-3335 or e-mail at doc-
torkf@gte.net. 
 
JGSI member Dr. Sidney Blair spoke 
on the Doctors Beck of Chicago: Carl, 
Emil, Joe and Rudolph.  He spoke on 

their careers and how they influenced 
medical research.  He also discussed 
their relationship to other Chicago 
families and how they made an imprint 
on Chicago Jewish history.  The Beck 
brothers are listed in Meites’ History of 
the Jews of Chicago.  Dr. Blair is pro-
fessor emeritus in the Department of 
Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation at 
Loyola University and the former chief 
of the hand surgery service at Loyola 
Medical Center.   
 
 
Sunday, March 25 at TBI 
Andrew Sloin helped members “Map 
the Ashkenaz and their Boundaries, 
Borders and the Jewish Geography of 
Eastern Europe, 1648-1939” with a 
PowerPoint presentation that had won-
derful map-defining software and map 
handouts.  He showed the changes to 
the borders of Poland, Russia, and 
other European empires, and how they 
affected Jewish migration and the 
study of genealogy.  Andrew is an ad-
vanced doctoral student in the Depart-
ment of History and the Committee on 
Jewish Studies at the University of 
Chicago, and one of the founders of the 
non-profit Jewish Social History Pro-
ject based in Krakow.   
 
 
 

Sunday, April 29 at TBI 
Barbara Steiner, author of Courage and 
Resistance: Remembering the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising, spoke on “Jewish 
Life in Poland before and during 
World War II.”  Skokie resident 
Steiner is a holocaust survivor and wit-
ness to the first armed resistance 
against the Nazi army by the impris-
oned Jews. 
 
* JGSI Member 
**copies of program handouts are 
available upon request. 
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Remembering... 
Frances Bisno, beloved mother of 
Belle Holman 
 
Marcus Rosen, beloved father of 
Frances (Scott) Meyer 
 
Seymour Simon, JGSI member and 
beloved husband of Roslyn 
 
 
Welcome to Our New Members: 
Marcia Cowing 
Paul Kaplan 
 
Please let us know about life cycle 
events in your family so we can 
include them in future 
issues. E-mail us at Morasha@jgsi.
org or call 312-666-0100. 
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JGSI Coming Attractions 
                     
                    July 29, 2007: Waldheim Cemetery Tour, 1400 Desplaines Avenue, Forest Park, IL 
                    10:00 am: Car pools form at Temple Beth Israel, 3601 W. Dempster Street, Skokie 
                    11:00 am: Tour of cemetery with Ilene Bass 
                    12:30 pm: Locate family graves on your own 
 
                   Please RSVP to Abby Schmelling at abbycvolad@aol.com if you plan to attend. If you need 

a ride or are willing to drive, please indicate so in your response. If you plan to visit family 
graves, please contact the cemetery (708-366-4541) in advance to obtain the locations and 
information about how to find the graves. For further information, call Abby at 708-366-
1461. 

 
                    August 26, 2007:  2:00 p.m. Highlights of IAJGS 2008 International Conference in Salt Lake City 
                    Temple Beth Israel, 3601 W. Dempster Street, Skokie 
                     
                    September 30, 2007:  Steve Morse returning to JGSI– Details to Follow 
                 
                    October 21, 2007: Temple Beth Israel, 3601 W. Dempster Street, Skokie 
  
                    November 18, 2007: Temple Beth Israel, 3601 W. Dempster Street, Skokie 
                     

 


