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Who I sn ' t  a  Beg inn ing  Genea log i s t?

Each of our genealogical  research goals are constantly in f lux,
evolving as  new records are  revealed or  family s tor ies  unearthed.
That means that  providing interest ing programs to our membership
and educating the community about  how to get  s tar ted doing Jewish
genealogy should not  be the only goals  of  our  society.   We need to
address  each individual ' s  needs.

There 's  a  lot  of  information out  there on JewishGen,  Ancestry,
FamilySearch,  Rootsweb and other  Internet  websi tes .   Perhaps
there 's  too much information that  isn ' t  specifical ly focused on us.
Focused on me.   Focused on you.   Perhaps  ass igning mentors  or
signing up for  brainstorming workshops to break through personal
research brick walls  would be useful .   What  do you think?

I  have found that  the people who sign up for  the annual  JGSCO
Beginners Workshop often come with very specific problems in mind
to solve.    They aren ' t  necessari ly interested in becoming general is ts
on all  things genealogy.  Upon being overloaded with information,
they of ten become too overwelmed to  s t ick with doing the research.

We each have different   learning styles,  different  personali t ies
and genealogy goals .   With technology ever-changing and the access
to  records  broadening worldwide,  we each re invent  how to  do our
own Jewish genealogy.   We begin again and again.

Si t  down and make a  l is t .   Perhaps,  a  l is t  s imilar  to  the one you
made years  ago when you f i rs t  decided to research your family
his tory.   Wri te  down what  you know about  names,  dates  and places
of origin.   Then create a l is t  of  questions about things you would st i l l
l ike to  learn about  your  family.   Bring a  quest ion or  two to a  JGSCO
meeting and gather  the membership around to hear  your what  you've
already t r ied.   Maybe we can jumpstar t  your  research and motivat ion
with a  fresh perspect ive on what  resources are  current ly avai lable .
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Pres ident ' s  Le t ter

To All  of  Our Genealogists ,

For  my f i rs t  le t ter  as  Pres ident  of  the  JGS Colorado,  I  would
like to wish you good hunting with your research.  We are al l
interested in helping each other,  so please ask i f  you have a
research problem.   We have an  excel lent  board  and our  board
meet ings are  open to  everyone.  We could use more help in  some
areas ,  so i f  you would l ike to  help,  le t  us  know.  We wil l  t ry  to
match the job to your talents  and abi l i t ies .

Get t ing our  JGS Colorado name out  to  the  publ ic  is  a  good
thing.   Do not  turn down a  request  for  a  ta lk  on genealogy.   Perhaps
your synagogue,  havurah,  JCC or  social  group is  looking for  a
program?   If  you can’t  lecture on Jewish genealogy,  we wil l  help
f ind someone who can.   There  are  a  lo t  of  people  out  there  who are
interested in doing what  we do!

Please come to our  meet ings and br ing a  f r iend.   We have
many interest ing speakers l ined up this  year,  speaking on a variety
of  subjects .   I  am sure that  you wil l  f ind several  subjects  of  interest
to  you.

Rita Jo Tensly

Firs t -Timer ’s  Ref l ec t ions  on  IAJGS Conference  in
Sa l t  Lake  Ci ty

by Barry Levene

Several  months ago,  when I  was t rying to  decide whether  to
at tend the annual  IAJGS conference,  I  real ly had not  thought  much
about  my personal  expectat ions.   I  just  knew that  I  was fair ly  new
to the genealogy business  and that  I  had lots  to  learn.   And,  hey,  the
conference was being held r ight  next  door  in  Sal t  Lake City,  a
place I  was familiar with,  having visited there many times on
business tr ips.   Air  t ransportat ion was fair ly inexpensive.   Why not
jus t  s ign up and see  what  a l l  the  fuss  is  about .   So,  I  took the
plunge,  registered,  and didn’t  think much about i t  again unti l  about
a  week before  the  conference  began.

I  then did a l i t t le  homework on the Family History Library
websi te  to  create  a  l is t  of  possible  i tems I  might  want  to review
while  there ,  and I  glanced over  the conference schedule  to  get
some idea of  what  sessions I  might  want  to  a t tend.   I  a lso pr inted
off from Family Tree Maker some family tree information that  I
thought might be helpful in doing my research.   That was i t  for
preparat ion.

c o n t i n u e d  o n  n e x t  p a g e
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After  arr iving in Salt  Lake on Sunday afternoon and set t l ing in at  the hotel ,  I  registered
at  the conference and received my credentials ,  a  two-inch think syl labus,  and dai ly planner.
As a  f i rs t - t imer,  I  had decided not  to  spend my t ime in  computer  c lasses  but  concentrate  on
presentat ions,  so I  sat  down with the dai ly planner and syl labus and began planning out
act ivi t ies  for  my next  couple of  days.   Each evening I  would plan for  the next  day.   The only set
act ivi t ies  on my schedule were the Latvia SIG luncheon on Thursday and the IAJGS business
meeting on Wednesday.   I  purposely avoided viewing any of the f i lms in the f i lm series because
I  did not  want  to  s i t  in  a  dark room and watch a  movie,  but  f i lm-lovers  must  have been
delighted at  the range of offerings.

What  were  my pr ior i t ies?   Well ,  I  wanted to  exper ience a  var ie ty  of  topics .   I  wanted to
focus on Latvia ,  Belarus,  and Lithuania (where al l  my ancestors  are  from).   I  wanted to pick
up some genealogical  research techniques.   I  wanted to visi t  the Family History Library.   I
wanted to learn something about  the Eastern European immigrant  experience.  I  wanted to see
if  I  could somehow add to  my own research effor ts .   And I  wanted to  f ind out  what  the real
Stephen Morse is  l ike .

Did I  achieve my object ives?  I  did learn a  lot  about  research techniques.   Par t icular ly
helpful  were a  presentat ion on the use of  onl ine discussion groups and one on data
management  techniques.   For  diversi ty  I  heard personal  s tor ies  of  successful  research efforts ,
organizing reunions,  and publishing newslet ters .   Paul  Shapiro’s talk about his  tenacious and
courageous struggle to open the International  Tracing Service f i les was inspirat ional  and
fascinat ing.   I  learned about  the his tory of  t rans-Atlant ic  voyages over  the years .   I  spent
some t ime at  the Family History Library,  where I  did not f ind much information that  was not in
Russian or  Hebrew, but  I  did relearn that  I  cannot  use microfi lm readers  because the f i lm
movement  makes me dizzy.   And,  yes ,  I  d id  go to  a  number  of  Steve Morse presentat ions  and
found them to be detai led and informative,  and Steve,  himself ,  to be quite charming.

Final ly,  I  learned an incredible amount  about  how to do research in Latvia and
Lithuania.   What  was even more exci t ing is  that  I  discovered someone at  the Latvia SIG
meeting who I  think is  a  dis tant  cousin.   We think we share the same great ,  great  grandparents .
We are current ly doing the research to t ry to  verify whether  this  is  indeed t rue.

What were my overal l  impressions?  I  was overwhelmed by the number,  diversi ty,
breadth,  and depth of  the  presentat ions  and the  qual i ty  of  the  presenters .   I  th ink there  was
something for  everyone.   The conference organizers  deserve a  lot  of  credi t  for  the advance
planning and scheduling that  was done and their  abi l i ty to adapt  to last-minute problems.   The
presence of  the  Library only blocks away was a  posi t ive  addi t ion.   On the other  hand,  for  me,
the conference was too long.   I  lef t  on Thursday night  before  the conference banquet .   I
decided that  four  and a  half  days  was plenty.   I  a lso  wished that  there  had been some effor t  to
assis t  f i rs t - t ime at tendees  so that  we could make the most  of  our  t ime and be able  to  meet
others  more easi ly.   On the whole,  the conference was a  worthwhile  experience.   I t  motivated
me to renew my efforts  to f i l l  in family history gaps,  and now I have a growing l ist  of  to-do
i tems for  my own research.   Maybe now,  based on what  I  learned,  I  can make some more
progress .

Next  year  in  Chicago,anyone?
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IAJGS Board  Report  on  the  Sa l t  Lake  Ci ty  Conference
by Anne Feder  Lee ,  IAJGS Pres ident

As always,  those at tending the annual international  conference had to make diff icult
choices among a great  many act ivi t ies .   There were inspir ing and knowledgeable speakers ,
SIG and BOF luncheons/meetings,  watching fi lms,  socializing and doing research at  the
Family History Library.

There was a  great  photo exhibi t  cal led Lives Remembered:  Photographs of  a  Small
Town in Poland 1895-1939 put  together  by Mike Marvins from numerous pictures  Marvin’s
grandfather,  Zalman Kaplan,  took as  the photographer  in  Szczuczyn from 1895-1939.

Paul  Shapiro,  of  USHMM, gave an extremely moving opening ceremony speech about
his  years  of  work that  have led to  the opening of  the ITS archives  a t  Bad Arolsen.

Dan Rottenberg,  author of  the f i rs t  guidebook on Jewish genealogy research,  Finding
Our Fathers ,  spoke at  the banquet  and wowed us al l  by announcing that  he was rel inquishing
his copyright to the part  of his book with the alphabetical  l ist  of family names with information
on each entry.   I ’m sure i t  wil l  be avai lable  on the web before too long.

The banquet  fest ivi t ies also included the awarding of the 2007 IAJGS Lifet ime
Achievement  to  Mathi lde Tagger  of  Israel  for  her  many years  of  Sephardic  research and the
2007 IAJGS Award for  Outstanding Contr ibut ion to Jewish Genealogy via  the Internet ,  Pr int
or  Electronic  Product  went  to  Lars  Menk for  his  remarkable  book,  “Dict ionary of  German-
Jewish Surnames.”

At the IAJGS annual  meeting,  Alexander Avraham, on behalf  of  Yad Vashem, presented
a cert i f icate to Donald Hirschhorn of  the JGS of Palm Beach County,  in recognit ion of  his
activism, dedication and outstanding volunteerism as coordinator for  the Shoah Victims
Names Recovery Project .   The IAJGS member organizat ions approved the grant ing of  the
2007 Stern  Award of  $2000 to  the  US Holocaust  Memoria l  Museum to  be  used for  i t s
upcoming project  to index materials  i t  receives from the International  Tracing Service (ITS).
The Board announced that  in  the future the name wil l  be changed from Stern Award to Malcom
Stern Grant  to  c lar i fy that  i t  i s  for  a  proposed project .   Jan Meisels  Allen gave an excel lent
report  on the act ivi t ies  of  the Public  Records Access Monitoring Committee.   A bylaws
amendment was passed adding the fol lowing language to IAJGS Object ives:  “To promote
public  access to genealogical ly relevant  records.”   The fol lowing off icers  were re-elected:
Anne Feder  Lee,  Pres ident ;  Michael  Brenner,  Vice  Pres ident ;  Joel  Spector,  Secre tary;  and
Mike Posnick,  Treasurer.  Consensus  was reached on creat ing a  new IAJGS commit tee  for
Strategic Planning.   Member organizat ions were encouraged to submit  posters  for  our  Jewish
Genealogy Month competi t ion (see www.iajgs.org for  more) .

The IAJGS Management Seminar on Fundraising and Grant-wri t ing for  Non-profi ts
with presentat ions by Ron Arons and Shelly Weiner was excellent  and included much pract ical
information.   All  IAJGS member organizat ions received a CD with their  Power Point
presentat ions.                - con t inued
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-continued

At our  preview of  the  Chicago 2008 conference,  we announced that  some of  the  special
i tems will  include lunch kiosks,  free wi-fi  in at tendees’ guest  rooms, free use of the hotel
health club and the possibil i ty of  cooking classes given by the hotel  chef.

The Chicago Marriott  Downtown Magnificent  Mile Hotel  wil l  be the location of the
conference and is  in  a  wonderful  locat ion,  has  a  spacious lobby,  and a  fantast ic  pastry chef .
The room rate  for  s ingle  and double occupancy wil l  be $199 (plus tax)  and an addi t ional
person wil l  be  $30 (plus  tax) .

There wil l  be a  special  focus on Jews in the Midwest ,  Jews in Lat in America,  and
immigrat ion to the US via.  Canada as well  as  many other sessions.   The hotel  is  offering a
special  bonus of  a  f ree week for  a  conference at tendee.   Detai ls  of  how the winner  wil l  be
selected wil l  be announced as  soon as  they are f inal ized.

For  those  who want  to  get  a  head s tar t  on research possibi l i t ies  in  Chicago are  urged to
go to Mike Karsen’s  excel lent  websi te:  www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/Chicago.   A Google
search for  “Jewish Chicago” wil l  also lead to many interest ing i tems.   Mark your calendars
now for  August  17-22,  2008.

The  Genea log i s t ’s  Resource  for  In terpre t ing  Causes  o f  Death
As Posted on the  IAJGS Lis tserve  by Joan Parker,  JGS of  Greater  Miami ,  Inc .

Although “modern” death cert i f icates now do not  include cause of  death for  privacy
reasons,  many of  the older  ones do,  but  interpret ing the cause can sometimes be elusive.

Antiquus Morbus is  an interest ing web si te that  provides definit ions of archaic medical
terms,  along with their  old and modern defini t ions thatwe genners come across from t ime to
t ime.   This  s i te  helps decipher the causes of  death found on mortal i ty l is ts ,  cert i f icates of
death,  and church death records  f rom the 19th century and ear l ier.

I t  provides modern day equivalents of  old terminology,  ie:  Fall ing Sickness is  Epilepsy,
but  also provides supplemental  information on many of the terms found,  such as when and
where such terminology was found.  Many terms include descript ions of  the causes of  the
medical condition which might give insights into understanding your ancestor ’s l ife style and
last  days.

If  your death cert if icate comes from the “old country,”  in a  foreign language,  the web
si te  provides l is ts  of  archaic medical  terms,  diseases,  and causes of  death in English,  German,
French,  Polish and a few other languages.  I t  even l is ts  the medical  terms in the original  Latin
terminology.

This  and several  thousand more archaic medical  terms can be found on Rudy’s List  of
Archaic Medical  Terms at  ht tp: / /www.antiquusmorbus.com.
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Golden  Hi l l  Cemetery
by Ted Ruskin

One of the programs planned by the Jewish Genealogical  Society for  this  fal l  wil l  be a
tr ip to his toric  Golden Hil l  Cemetery which was founded in 1908 by the West  Side Benevolent
Society.   Many of  the early residents  of  the Denver community are buried here.   Among them
are pat ients  of  the Jewish Consumptive Rel ief  Society who were buried there because the
cemetery was relat ively close to the hospital  s i te ,  and i t  fol lowed the Orthodox laws of  burial .
A large number were buried on the hi l l  sect ion which was set  aside and separated from the
main part  of  the cemetery for  paupers ,  suicides and those who died of  communicable
diseases .   Cemetery records  indicate  that  those  who were  dest i tu te  were  bur ied with  very
l i t t le  reimbursement  to  the burial  society:  some at  no cost ,  some for  a  few cents  or  a  dol lar  or
two.   Personal  possess ions  of  the  deceased were  somet imes  sold  to  defray  the  cos t .   There
are approximately 800 burials  on the hi l l .   Only about  one-third have any stones to identify
them.

In 1989,  I  entered the monument business in Denver focusing on serving Denver ’s
Jewish  community.   At that  t ime,  the hil l  section was in dismal condit ion,  and I  worked with
the Synagogue Council  to  organize the annual  cleanup project .   At  t imes,  over  100 volunteers
part icipated in this  event .

The hi l l  sect ion of  Golden Hil l  Cemetery has been declared both a  State  and National
Historic  Landmark and is  one of  only f ive Jewish cemeteries to achieve this  s tatus.
Meanwhile ,  I  have begun a new project  to  memorial ize those who would otherwise be
forgotten.   I ’m gathering funds from others  to be matched in kind by myself  to place s tones on
the unmarked graves in the cemetery.

When we make our  t r ip  to  the cemetery,  some of  the members  of  the genealogical
society,  including myself ,  will  explain Jewish burial  customs and help decipher typical stone
markings and their  meaning.   Stones of  note wil l  be pointed out ,  and,  blessed by our beautiful
autumn weather,  i t  should make a wonderful  outing for us al l .

Never  Give  Up  and  Look  for  the  Unexpec ted
Tip by Terry Lasky

I have searched for my grandfather ’s  family in the 1910 census unsuccessfully for
years .   I  was pret ty  sure  that  he  was in  Ohio,  probably Cleveland.   His  name was Davis
(David)  Zaslowsky – Zaslowsky being spel led one of  about  50 ways.   I  f inal ly  decided to  go
after  my father  who was a  young chi ld .   I  typed in  “Harry” as  a  f i rs t  name,  born NY, born 1903
+/-1 year,  fa ther  “Dav*” and mother  “Jen*”.   I  got  only two hi ts :  a  Harry Stone in  Brooklyn,
NY and a Harry Davis  in Cleveland.   Neither  looked l ike my father/grandfather,  but  the one in
Cleveland piqued my interest  s ince the last  name was Davis  --  my grandfather ’s  f i rs t  name.   I
checked and i t  was my family (al l  other  children and facts  matched).   They must  have told the
census taker,  "David also known as Davis,"  and he/she must  have thought that  was the ful l
name and never  heard the surname Zaslowsky.   Never  give up and look for  the  unexpected.
Remember,  last  names cause al l  kinds of  problems.
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JGS Schedule  2007-2008

DATE TIME PLACE PERSON SUBJECT

Tues .  Sep t .  11 6:30 PM Temple Emanuel J o e  C a h n "Wo r l d C a t  R e s o u r c e s "

Sun.  Oct .  14 1:30 PM Golden Hil l  Cemetery Ted  Rusk in To u r

Sun .  Nov.  4 N o o n East  Side  Del i S tan ley  Hordes “Hidden  Voices :
C r y p t o  J e w s  o f  t h e
S o u t h w e s t ”

Sun.  Nov.  18 1:30 PM B’nai  Havurah Mark  Fearer “The  St range  Exper iment  of
Jewish  Migra t ion  Through
Galves ton”

Sun.  Dec.  16 1:30 PM B’nai  Havurah Rabbi  Richard “Jewish  Se t t l ement  in  S .
Newma Afr ica  in  the  19 th & 20 th

Cen tu r i e s  and  t he  S i t ua t i on
To d a y ”

Tues .  J an .  8 6:30 PM Temple Emanuel Sandra  Greenberg “The  Museum of  Fami ly
His tory :  A Grea t  S i te  for
Jewish  Genealogica l
Resea rch”

Sun.  Feb .  10 1:30 PM B’nai  Havurah Jeanne  Abrams “Jewish  Women P ioneer ing
the  Front ie r  Tra i l”

Tues .  Mar.  11 6:30 PM Temple Emanual Ter ry  Lasky “ C a n a d i a n  R e c o r d s :  W h y  We
Care  and  Wha t ’s  Ava i l ab le”

Sun.  Apr.  13 1:30 PM B’nai  Havurah Wendy  Berenbaum “Ashkenaz i  D i sea se s  o f
I m p o r t a n c e  t o  J e w s  To d a y ”

T u e s .  M a y  6 6:30 PM Temple Emanuel Anne  Fend r i ch “Pos t ca rds  Te l l  Your
Family  Story”

Sun .  May  18 1:30 PM B’nai  Havurah Ellen Kowit t B e g i n n e r s  Wo r k s h o p

Sun .  June  8 1:30 PM B’nai  Havurah Elec t ion  of  Off icers ,  Shar ing
o u r  S u c c e s s  S t o r i e s
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Example of Finding a Married Woman
Without Knowing the Married Name

Tip by Terry Lasky

Finding a woman when you don’t know the married name is very difficult but not
impossible.  This example is one that I accomplished for someone else.  The method I
used won’t work in most cases, but it is the concept of how I went about it that is
important.  The person that I was looking for was named Cecil M. Lewis in the 1900/
1910 census, living with her parents.  She was born in Colorado, her father was born in
NY and her mother in Wisconsin.  She was born about 1884.  In the 1920 census, I
looked for a person whose first name started with “Cec”, born in Colorado, birth 1884
+/-2 years, mother born WI and father born NY.  NOTE that the last name field was left
blank.  I got only one hit, a Cecil M L Stevens married to an Albert living in Richfield,
Idaho with 2 children.  Getting only one hit was a surprise and lucky.  To verify that I
had the right person,  I checked the 1930 census but only found Albert (not Cecil) with
6 children and a wife named Mabel.  I noticed that the first two children had Colorado
for the mother’s birth place and the last 4 had NH where Mabel was born.  Assuming
that Cecil may have died, I checked the Idaho death records and found a Cecil May
Lewis Stevens had died in 1926, verifying that I had the correct person.  This is another
example of looking for people without using a last name in the search.


