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The Jewish Cemetery of Hîncești  

(Ginchesty, Kotovsk) 
Before 1917 Hîncești was part of the Bessarabia gubernia of the Russian 

Empire.  Now it is part of the Republic of Moldova. 
 

 Еврейское Кладбище,  

Хынчешт, Молдова 

 
Final report, Yefim Kogan, April 27, 2016 

Translation was done by Yefim Kogan 

 
The project was started by JewishGen, Bessarabia SIG in 2015.  The photography was taken by 

Serghey Daniliuk, a resident of Kaushany, Moldova who photographed many Jewish cemeteries 

in Bessarabia and Moldova for Bessarabia SIG 

Address:  Pacii Street, 54 (Mira street), telephone number of person living close by named 

Tatiana:  069-182-764  (she is not a caretaker, but she will answer your questions). 

  

 

 

Jewish Cemetery 

of Hicesti on the 

Google Map 
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2,278 Jews lived in Hincesti in 1897 from a total population of 5,044.  10 Jewish businesses are 

found in the Klyachkin directory of 1901 and 122 Jewish businesses are found in the  Business 

Directory of 1923-24. 1523 Jews lived in Hincesti in 1930.  

 

Hincesti on the Google map of Moldova.  See close by to the North-East – Chisinau, to the West 

Romanian border, to the South – Cimislia, and South-West – Leova. 

According to the report “Jewish Heritage Sites and Monuments in Moldova”, created by the 

United States Commission for the Preservation of America’s Heritage Abroad, 2010: 

The area of the Jewish cemetery in Hinceşti covers an area of 40,000 square meters and contains more 

than 500 gravestones, about half of which are toppled or broken. The oldest stones are datable to the 

second half of the 19th century. The cemetery is surrounded by a fence and has a gate that can be 

locked. The site is occasionally cleaned, but vegetation overgrowth is a constant problem. Some 

restoration work, including repairing broken stones and clearing of vegetation, has been carried out. 

There is a monument to victims of the Holocaust located in the cemetery. 

 

http://www.jewishgen.org/bessarabia/files/cemetery/JDCHeritageSitesInMoldova.pdf
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Part of the “old” section of 

the cemetery -  in a field. 

Photo was taken 

from“Jewish Heritage Sites 

and Monuments in 

Moldova”, see the whole 

report above 

Photo was taken most likely 

in 2009-2010 

 

 

 

Same field as 

above, but 

photographed in 

2016 by our 

photographer 

Serghey 

Daniliuk 

Many 

tombstones in 

this part of the 

cemetery are not 

accessible  

 

 

This field alone might have another 200+ tombstones! 

 

 

222 burial records with 160 photographs are uploaded to JOWBR.  There are 12 images that you 

can access at Unknown Graves at Hincesti cemetery. 

http://www.jewishgen.org/bessarabia/files/cemetery/JDCHeritageSitesInMoldova.pdf
http://www.jewishgen.org/bessarabia/files/cemetery/JDCHeritageSitesInMoldova.pdf
http://www.jewishgen.org/bessarabia/files/cemetery/JDCHeritageSitesInMoldova.pdf
http://www.jewishgen.org/bessarabia/files/cemetery/hincesti/HincestiUnknown.asp
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On many of the tombstones after the name of deceased there one or more names of Jews who 

died in the war (1941-1945), on front or during evacuation to the East.  All of the names were 

entered and available. 

Language of the inscriptions: mostly Russian, some are written in Hebrew and Russian. 

Dates: Burials in this cemetery are from 1950s.  The last burial dated 1999. 

The most common Last Names are  

 GITMAN – on 22 tombstones 

 KREYMER – on 10 

 UNGER – on 10 

 FELDMAN – on 8 

There are a total of 94 different Last Names found. 

 

Part of the cemetery 

without access to the 

tombstones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hincesti Jewish Cemetery needs restoration work.  Most likely there are another 200+ 

tombstones that were not accessible.  In order to know who was buried there we need to 

assemble a restoration team to cut trees, bushes, and repair or build a fence, uncover some 

tombstones and raise others, and clean the inscriptions.  Volunteers come forward, get organized 

and do this important work for this and some other cemeteries in Bessarabia and Moldova. 
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Photographed from far away 
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This and many other 

tombstones will be  

photographed and indexed after 

the cemetery is cleaned from 

trees and bushes 
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Some of the recent grave sites at the cemetery 
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The view to the town Hincesti (Gancheshti) from the cemetery 

 

 


