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This image of an early 1880’s poster, obtained from the Jewish Historical 

Society of the Upper Midwest, contains a list of names of the original 

settlers of the Jewish farming settlement in Painted Woods, Dakota Territory 

(later North Dakota).  Many of these families came in 1881-1882 from the 

regions of Bessarabia and Odessa.  By 1884 there were over 50 Jewish 

families, though some of them by then had come from other areas of the United 

States.  The settlement disbanded by the 1890’s, and many of the residents 

had moved by then to Minnesota, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Washington, and other 

areas of the U.S. 

 

There is also an image below from an 1884 St. Paul, Minnesota newspaper (The 

Globe) that said, "…The selection of the colonists, nearly all of whom came 

from Odessa, or its immediate neighborhood, seems to have been confided to 

the Rev. Dr. Wechsler, of St. Paul…"   

 

There were many Jewish farming settlements in the United States, Canada, and 

South America.  In the 1880’s, one was started in Devil's Lake, North Dakota, 

another in Wapella, Canada, and another in Moisés Ville, Argentina.  

Information about the Jewish farming settlements of the United States can be 

found in the Jewish Encyclopedia online.  

 

Many or all of these Jewish farming settlements of the 1880’s were assisted 

with funding by the Baron de Hirsch foundation. 

 

 

Text from this early 1880’s poster (starting at top left): “Reeds Post office”, “Home of J. Schenk”, “Rev. Dr. 

Wechsler”, “Home of D. Goldstein near Washburn”, “The new schoolhouse”, “On the road to Bismarck”, 

“(Center)Five miles to Washburn”, “(Center)School section 16…Their former home near the Missouri River before 

taking land”, “Returning home from Bismarck”, “Making hay”, “Home of N. Katz”, the list of original settlers, 

“Home of Simon Hogowol”, “Building a house”, “COPYRIGHTED BY T.W. INGERSOLL” 

http://www.jhsum.org/
http://www.jhsum.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Colonization_Association
http://www.sojnorthdakota.org/
http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/transactions/3/wapellajewishfarms.shtml
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mois%C3%A9s_Ville
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/909-agricultural-colonies-in-the-united%20states


Jewish farming settlement, Painted Woods, Dakota Territory (1881-) 

Transcribed list of original settlers 

Last Name, First From   Comment 

Axelrad, A.  Probably “Abraham Axelrod”, b. 1860 

Axelrad, J.   

Baron, B.  May be related to Lasur Barron  

Bromberg, N. *Bessarabia May be related to Israel Brumberg.  Other 

possible relatives Nudelman, Goldstein 

Cohen, N.   

Diller, S. *Odessa  

Diller, L. *Odessa Possibly Levi Dillar/Dellar, b. 1862 

Dorfman, B. Kishinev, 

Bessarabia 

Anna, Baruch Dorfman’s daughter, arrived 

with husband Joseph Confeld and children 

1884-1885. Confeld related to Oxman. 

Dorfman, J. Kishinev Probably Joseph Dorfman, b. 1860 

Dorfman, M. Kishinev Probably Moses Dorfman, b. 1858.   

Dubiver, D. *Zalozhtsy, 

Ukraine 

Probably “David Dubiver”, b. 1835-1837  

Fuchs, J.   

Gale, A. *Ukraine Possibly related to Marcus Grabifker 

Gale, J. *Ukraine  

Gerstman, L. *Ukraine  

Goldstein, H. *Bessarabia May be related to Bromberg, Nudelman 

Goldstein, J. *Bessarabia  

Goldstein, D. *Bessarabia  

Hechtman, B. *Ukraine  

Jsrael, B.  May be related to Barnet Israel 

Katz, N. *Vina, Poland Probably Nachum Chaim Nolan Hyman Katz 

Katz, S.   

Kartman, J.  Joseph Cartman spelling in land patent 

Kartman, A.   

Kosofsky, N.  May be related to Louis Kosofsky 

Kosofsky, A.   

Lenetzky, A. *Ukraine May be related to Solomon Linetsky 

Levidansky, N. *Ukraine  

Levidansky, C. *Ukraine  

Levidansky, J. *Ukraine  

Marcules, M.  May be related to Calman Marqulius 

Nudelman, S. *Bessarabia Solomon Nudelman may be related to 

Bromberg, Goldstein, Dubiver, Cohen 

Nudelman, M. *Bessarabia  

Rogowol, S.   

Rogowol, J.   

Steinman, M. Odessa Mike/Moses, related to Dorfman, Confeld 

Steinman, S. Kishinev Baruch Dorfman’s daughter, Sarah 

Schenk, J. *Odessa May be related to Michael Schenk 

Schenk, L. *Odessa  

Wolf, A.   

*U.S. Census, Ancestry.com, and JewishGen records were used to determine 

where this family might have emigrated from. 

  



 

Links for further reading 

 Jewish farming communities created in Canada and South America. 

  

 Axelrod, Baron, Cartman, Cohn/Cohen, Crosfosky, 

Dorfman/Dortman/Doffman, Dubever, Gale, Gerzman, Goldstine, 

Isral/Iraels, Katz, Linesky/Linetzky/Linitzky, Nettleman, Nudelman, 

Shanck/Schenk, Steinman/Stineman, and Wolf appear in the North Dakota 

1885 Census or the North Dakota Naturalization Records. 

 

 Land patent searches can be done at the Bureau of Land Management 

website (try state=North Dakota, County=McLean, Issue Date:1880-1910).  

Axelrod, Baron, Cartman, Dorfman, Israel, Katz, Kosofsky, Linetsky, 

Marqulius, Schenk, Stemman appear in these records. 

 

 Guide to the Records of the Baron de Hirsch Fund 

 

 The Mansion House of London 

 

 Bygone Rural Jewish Settlements Remembered: May 8, 1986 

 

 Rachel Calof’s Story: Jewish Homesteaders on the Northern Plains 

 

 "Proving up and Moving up": Jewish Homesteading Activity in North 

Dakota, 1900-1920 
 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_0002_0001_0_00540.html
http://library.ndsu.edu/db/census
http://library.ndsu.edu/db/census
http://library.ndsu.edu/db/naturalization/
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
http://findingaids.cjh.org/BaronFund.html
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/10377-mansion-house-and-guildhall-meetings
http://articles.latimes.com/1986-05-08/news/vw-4800_1_jewish-agricultural-settlements
http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/research/scholarly/book_reviews/calof_review.html
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsquarterly/398
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsquarterly/398
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